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FMABA NEPBAA

O sa6bnoke, ¢ KOTOPOro BCE HA4YANOCH

Kyryumka gaBHO IIPOCHYJach M KYKoBaJja, a B IIHOHep-
CKOM Jiarepe «3eJjieHad pecnyOJiiKa» elle He CJBIIIHO ORLIO ro-
JIOCOB.

JIuime Haj KyXOHHOI TPy0Ooil BUJICA JIErKUIH ALIMOK — IIO-
Bapuxa Ters KiaBa nekjsa K 3aBTpaky cAoGHBIe OYJOUYKMU.

Kouns Cepenxun npunioxaicsa. OH oueHb yodusa caoby. Ho
B 3TO yTPO UCIBITEIBAJ ellle U 0cO0eHHOe YAOBOJLCTBNE, COOU-
pafick oTgaTh cBolo Oyouky Ose MypaBeHKHUHOIL...

Orzars Hazo OBIJIO ¢ OTJIALKOM, YTOOLI He 3aMeTUIN Bajb-
ka I'pe6buoB 1 Buteka KpaBiiop — exupusl u 3agupanbl. OHU
He ynycTuyau OBl ciyyas, IIPHIIACHIBAS M KPUBJIAACH, JIHII-
HUI pa3 IPOKPHUYATDH TAKYIO APa3HUJMIKY :

Huxonait-konai cepenka,
3aeJbUOBCKAdA cesieaKa.
MypaBeiikuny Hamen

H XXeHHTbCS K Hell mouwen!

EpuncTBeHHoli IpaBfoil B ApasHuIKe Gula0 TO, uTo KoJsa
SKUJ B TOM paiioHe ropofa, rie IpoTeKkaeTr pexka Enabpmnoska.
IToaTomy paiioH ropoja ¥ HazbiBaeTcs 3aeabloBcKuM. Ho npu
YyeM 3Jech cellelKa UJHU TO, 6yATO OH Hames MypaBeiikuHy u
molmeJs K Heil sJKeHUTbcA? Bce 006CTOASI0 COBEPIIEHHO MHauye:
MypasBeiiknna Hanuia Cepeakuna. OH cuzes Torfa MOK COCHOM
B I'PYCTHOM-TIPErpyCTHOM HaCTPoeHHH. M ImpocTo Tak BTHIKAJ
B 3eMn0 6071bMI0#1 P2KABEINM I'BO3AE.
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MypagBeiikuHa IOCMOTpeJIa-IOCMOTpeJia U CIIPOocUia :

— TpI 4TO, BCIO 3€MJII0 XOUelllb HCTHIKATE?

«Ceilfuac A 3anymy B Hee mumkoiil» — nmogyman Cepep-
KHH.

Ho muimka JeskaJjia JajieKo, a TAHYThCA He XOTeJO0Ch.

N ou nosepuyJsica kK MypaBeKUHOU CIINHOM.

— A g Bce paBHO He yiiay,— cKasaja MypaBeliKHHa.

— Hy u croii,— 6ypxHyJ oH.— MecTa He KaJKO.

— Ara, 3arosopuy! — BocKJUKHYJIa MypaBeiikuHa.

U ne ycnen CepegKUH OIIOMHUTECSA — ceJla PAJOM C HUM,
npoTAHyJa 00JIblIOe KpacHoe 0J0KO.

— Bepu,— ckazasa oHa, IIOATAJKUBAA €ro JOKTEM B
60ok.— 1 yxe cpesa ogHO Takoe. JleBoUKHM gajiu.

CepeKkuH IOKOCUJICA Ha si0Ji0K0. EMy XoTejoch B3ATH
ero. Ho ocraHaBJuBaJi0 4yBCTBO HeJOBKOCTH. Horga x Hemy
TIpHe3KaJu POJUTENH, OH KU He MOoAyMaJ yrocTUTh MypasBeii-
KUHY. A K Hell BooOIlie HUKTO HU pa3y He IIPHE3KaA ...

— TpeI KaKo#-TO raynbli,— 3aMeruyia MypaBeMKHHA.—
Wnu canuikom MHOro BooOpaskaems. Korja yromarmoT, Hamo
B3SATh U CKa3aTh «cnacubo». Tak mocTymamoT Bce BOCIUTAHHBIE
JIIOI M.

CrpaHHoOe Jeso: ecyu ObI KTO-TO APYroii, IpoTAruBad f0-
JIOKO, TOoIIpo6oBas ckasaTh CepeIKUHY, UYTO OH IJIYyNbIi, BOOO-
PasKaJUCTHIH U HeBOCNUTAaHHBIH,— CepelKHUH CTYKHYJ ObI IIO
AGJOKY TaK, YTO OHO OBI yJeTeJo HoAaJIbIIe.

A MypaBelKUHOU OTBETHI :

— Emb cama. Tebe ¥ Tax HUKTO HUYEro He IPUBO3UT.

— UYro e JenaTh,— II0-B3POCJIOMY B3AOXHYJa Mypageii-
KHUHA U Nojoxuiua A6s10ko CepelKUHY Ha KOJIEHU,— A, HaBep-
Hoe, OponmleHHasA. Panbine Mou pojzurenu saldpachblBajJu MeHSA
TO K cocefAaM, TO K 6a0yimKe. A B 3TOM rojy moexajii B OTIIYCK
¥ 3abpocuiiu B IUOHEPCKU Jarepp. Ckazain, 4ToObl S HE CKY-
yaJja M moyalile nucaJja IrucsMa.

— A 11 numemws um? — cupocua Cepeakun.— 1 He cran
OEl... v

— ¥ Toxke He cTasia OBl,— OTO3BaJlack MypaBelikuHa.—
Ho y mamsl 60sbHOe cepane. Eil HeJb3st BOJHOBAaTBHCHA, HAXO
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BCe BpeMd JEeUUTBCH, JIEYUTECH... OX, eCIM MOIKHO OBIIO OBl
HaWTU TaKoe JIeKapCTBO, KOTOPOE BLIJIEUUT eel..

BoT Tak oHM TO3HAKOMMJINCE...

— Ky-Ky, Ky-Ky,— HalOMHWJA O cebe KyKyIIKa I'Ae-TO
coBceM OIHUBKO.

Cepegxus BCKOYMII, OfeJicH, Mo0exay Ha I'oJioc.

«OHa rae-To TaM,— IOAYMAaJ OH, NOMJIAALIBAA HA BepIUH-
HBl coceH.— Xopomo, ecau Obl yAaJoch NMOAKPACTBCA K Heil
OIM3KO-0IM3KO ¥ HMOJIyYllle paCCMOTPETh ee».

Kax HacTommuii 0XxoTHUK, CepeKUH To 3aMUpaJl Ha Mec-
Te, BEITHYB BIlepef, 1lel0, To Hpurubaljicd, crapaschk He HACTY-
IIUTH Ha Cy4OK... Eie HeMHOr0, 1 OH yBUZeNa Ol ee, 00A3aTeIE-
HO yBUzea Gbil..

Ho TyT, ¢ necuaHoil 10poKKHU, JoHECCH TOIMOT Hor. KTo-To
Oexan. I KyKynKa saMoJIKJIa.

— A! — ¢ mocaznoit BockaukHya CepeJKMH U MOBEPHYJI-
CH IIOCMOTPETH, KTO TaM OeXKHT.
— Tece...— ckasan oH cebe.— Beap 510 Ham Guspyk

Pasz-nra-Tpu!

Puspyk Pas-ABa-TpH, KaK €ro Ipo3sajy B MJIAAIIX OTPA-
llax, paaMUHAaJICA Nlepel o0muM noasemoM. OH Gexay mo Imec-
YaHOIl JOPOXKe ¥, COCPEJOTOUEHHO I'IAAA Nepen coboii, Ka-
3aJI0Ch, Kae 3[iech CYUTAJ : Pa3-ABa-TPH, pas-ABa-TPH...

«IIpobexur,— pemmns CepegKuH,— He 3aMeTUT MeEHH.
Y xopomio. A To HauHeT paccHpPalIMBaThL, YTO A HeJal 34eCh,
Korja Bce ellle CIIAT...».

M ou npucen, yro6si ero He 3aMerunau. Ho — HalpacHo.
¥ duspyka, HaBepHOe, ObLIO Kakoe-To 0coboe OOKOBOe 3pe-
HUe.

IlouTtu npoGexas MUMO, GU3PYK HEOKHIAHHO OCTAHO-
BHJICA U cIpocHUJT:

— Iloyemy BcTan go nmogwema? Yero npsyemnca?

— J... a...— pacrepsanca CepeZlKMH U CKa3aJy HeOKUAAH-
HO Ans cebsa camoro: — 3apAaky Aesaw... Xo4y C€TaTh TaAKHM
JKe CUJILHBIM, KaK Bbl...

W — szamnpsiras Ha O4HOM MecTe.

— Mosnozeu,— yaossieTBOpeHHO 3aMeTHA duspyk.— Ilo-
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HUMaelllb, 4YTO CIIOPT — BeJIHKOE AeJO JAJA 3T0PoBhA. A HY,
IpucTpauBaiica 3a MHoOI1, BMecTe nobexum. llaBaii, JaBai,—
roroponua oH CepefKuHa,— pas-ABa-TPH, pas3-ABa-TPH...

CepeaxuH nmobesxaJ.

«Bot Baun...— gymana oui.— Hapo :xe Obljo momacThcs,
Ia emie JANMHYTH 0 3apAfKke. Beraw Teneps, Aypak!»

— Ky-Ky, Ky-Ky...— TOHECJ0Ch U3 BETBEI I'yCTOH COCHHI.

— - Bery... Bery...— 6ypkuysa CepefKHH, KOCACH HA COCHY
¥ HEeBOJIbHO 3aMelAIaA Oer.

— TrI uero orcraemsb? — moBepHyJca Guapyk.— depxu
nucranmo. [{a JoxkTamu, JokTamMu paboTaii!

OHu o0exkajyii TepPUTOPMIO Jiareps II0 AOPOMKKEe OKOJIO
orpajpl, Npube)xkajau B IIEHTP, TaM elle Aaju JBa Kpyra IO
KOJIBI[EBOH JOPOMKKe BOKPYr KaAyMObl. ToJbKO Iocjse 3TOro
bU3PYK OCTAHOBUJICH OKOJIO CKAMEMKIH.

— YyscTByellb, KaK 3apaguicsa? — cnpocun oH Cepexn-
KHUHA.

— YyBcTBYI0,— KHBHYJ CepegKuH.

— A Hy-Ka, Uy nobaumke,— ckasaja Guspyx,— IOCMOT-
PHM, KaKue y Te0S MYCKYJIBI.

CepeaxuH mopole.

— Hwuvero, mnoxanyii, Tork OygerT,— ckazan ¢QUIPYK,
BHUMAaTeJbHO oraanes CepeaxuHa.— Tsl B Kakom oTpsge?
Kak damuana?

— CepeAKHH ... U3 LIIECTOr0 OTPAZAA.

— A...— yapibuyaca ¢uspyk.— Hukxonaii-Kosair cepep-
Ka, He IIOMHIO, KaK TaM [AaJIblle,— 3TO Mpo Te6A cCOuuHUIU?

— TIpo mensa,— norymnuics Cepeaxus.— Banpka I'pe6-
noB ¥ Burtbka Kpasnos. TosbK0 OHE Bee BHIAYyMaJsu!

— Pasymeercd,— coryacuica @U3pyK U CIIPOCHJI, IIpM-<

IYPUB IIPaBHIF raz: — A KTOo MHe jaJ IIpos3Buine Pa3a-zBa-
TpH?

— He a...— cpexuiaca Cepeagrun.— YecTtHoe CJI0BO, He
al

— Yero s TH ucnyraiaca? — crnpocus ¢uspyk. Ilorom
enie pa3 ocmorpesa CepeJKHHa M cKasaj: — ITO NOTOMY, YTO
Thl He YYBCTBYelIb B cefe yBepEeHHOCTH, CHJIEHOK MAaJOBAaTO.
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du3nYecKN KpenKuil 4ejlOBeK He IMOOOHUTCHA CMEJNO0 CMOTDPETh
B IIa3a... 3HAYUT, TaK: AJA HadaJja OyJellb NPHCEZATH NATh-
JecAT pa3, OT'KUMATHCH OT 3€éMJIM Ha PyKaX [ABaZUATL pas.
Ber nmo mopoKKe — MOKAa XBATUT AbIXaHbs. A TaM IIOCMOT-
puM... IloMHU: caMoe I'JIaBHOE 3aKaJHUTh BOJIIO K 1obege. Ilpu
IIOMOI{U YCUJIUII BOJIM BCero, 6paT, MOXHO LOCTUYb.,

Puspyk oboapswme nogMurnyn Cepeakuny: «Mpl ¢ TO-
6011, Mo, eié JoOreMCA PeKOPAOB!».

U nomesn npous.

A CepeAKUH ces Ha CKaMelKy M IIogyMaJi, 4TO JeHb, Ka-
JKeTcsd, HadaJicsa OYeHb Xopoino. HenpuaTHaA BcTpeya OKa3sa-
Jachk npusatHoii. Eciau yxx cam Pa3s-aBa-Tpu Halllesn y Hero AaH-
HbIe IJISl 3aHATUS CIIOPTOM, 3HAYUT, B CKOPOM BpeMeHU Baib-
Ke I'pe6uoBy 1 Burske KpaBnosy npugercsa 3a0bITh ApasHMII-
Ky. A uHauel..

CepegKuH mollynaJ MYCKYJbl, M €My IIOKa3aJjioch, 4YTO
OHH CTaJH Kpeirde.

«IIpsgMo ceifyac U HAYHY TPEHUPOBKY»,— PENINJ OH.

Yetoipe pasa CepefKUH JIErKO OTKAaJICA OT IiecyaHoil xo-
POYKKH.

IlaTerit pas moues TpygHee.

A mocise Toro, Kak OoH IPUIIOZHAJCA HA JPOXKAU[HUX PYy-
KaX AeBATHIN pa3, eMy 3aX0TeJOCh JieYh JKHBOTOM Ha TECOK U
OTIOXHYTh.

BenomMHuB 1po ycuiie BOJIM, OH OTIKAJICHA elle ABa pasa U
BCTAaJI, TAXKEJNO AbIIIA.

«Ha cerogusa xsatut,— pemnya CepeKHH.— A TO MOYKHO
3aTIPOCTO HaJOPBATHCH».

CaenoBaJio Ol ele IIpHCECTh MATHACCAT Pas.

Ho, noka Cepeakuu pasayMbIBaJ NMepeiTH Wiy He Iepe-
XOAUTH KO BTOPOMY VIIPaXXHEHHUIO, Pa3faJICA 3HAKOMBIIl CUr-
HaJ yTpeHHero ropHa. HensBecTHBII IIepPeBOAYHEK pacmudpo-
BaJI €ero TakK:

«Bcragaii, BcTaBaii, IITAHWMKHK HageBaii!»

IIlTarumku Cepeakun Hazen yxe pAaBHo. IlosTromy OH
TOJBKO CTPAXHYJI ¢ HAX IIPUCTABIIME IIECOK M, He clella, Imo-
1eJI K YMBIBAJbHUKY.



«A 4TO,— BAPYT TOAyMaJ OH, CYHYB JIAJIOBU NOJ XOJOZ-
HYIO CTPYIO,— MOKeT OHITh, 60abHOE cepane OsnHOI MaMbl IIe-
pecraHeT 6oJIeTh, eCIIM OHA 3aiiMeTcd 3apsaakoii?.. Bear mpu no-
MOIIM yCUJIHMHA BOJIM BCE AOCTUraeTcd,— TaK cKasaJ caM Qus-
pyk Pas-gBa-Tpu!..»

«HeT...— TyT e orBeTHJ OH caM cebe.— BosapHOMYy cepa-
Iy He BHIJEDIKATH TAKOro JeKapcTBa. ¥ MeHd 3JI0pOoBoe cepi-
ne, ¥ To A YyTh He 3al0XHyJcA... Hazmo nmpuagymars 4ro-to Apy-
roe!».

Pasmpimnsasa rakum o06pa3oM, OH HACKOPO ITOMOYMJI HOC,
ymu, moJ60poAoK U IocTapajicd He3aMeTHO MUHOBATEH BOCIIHU-
TaTeJpHULly AHHY KOHCTaHTHHOBHY, OHA CTOfAJA Ha KPHIIBIE
¥ Habmogasa, 9To65B1 BO BceM 6Bl MOPALOK.

Cepenkus 6y1aromoayuYHo MHHOBAJ OBI ee, ecu ObI B ca-
MBIM HeNoAXoAAmuUNi MoMeHT Baspka I'pe6uoB He KpUKHYJ:
— Huxkonait-kona#l cepeska,

3aeJbUOBCKasn cegaejkal

Anna KoHcTaHTUHOBHA, He oOpamiaBllag BHHUMAHUA Ha
Cepeanxuna, ItepeBesia Ha HEro CBOM CTPOTrHii B3TJIAL,.

W ryr Burska Kpasuos go6aBui:

— C MypasefikvHoii TyJser,
yMBIBaThcAl 3ab6niBaer!

— Ilokaxu pyku! — norpe6oBaysa AuHa KoHcTaHTHUHOB-
Ha y CepenkuHa.

CepeKHH OTJIAHYJICA HA APA3HUIBIIMKOB.

HoBoJbHEIE, OHM CTOSAJM y KPBLJIGLA U CMEAIUCh, KOPYHU-
U POIKH.

CepeakuH NMoKa3aj HEHABMCTHBIM 3aJupaM KYJak.

ITotrom, Ha Bcakwii ciyvaii, 6slcTpo obTep JNafoOHH O Py-
Oaillky ¥ IPOTAHYJ BOCIUTaTeALHULE.

— ®@yl..— ckazana AnHa Koncraurunosuna.— Hey:xemnn
TaK TPYAHO XOPOLIO YMEIThCH?

— i ymeiBancsa,— Hacynuiaca CepefKuH.

— YwMmuiBasca? — c uponueil nepecrnpocuyna Anoa Kom-
crauTuHOBHA.— IloaToMy y Tebd JUMO M PyKHU TakKle, CIOBHO
THI TOJBKO BEIJIe3 U3 KaHaBHI? Jla HeTr, TEI IOCMOTPH, IIOCMOT-
pPH caM Ha cBOu pyKHu!



— § He 3Hal, MOYEeMy OHU TaKue,— noxaJj Nieyamu Ce-
peaxkuH.— Bopa 3mech, HaBepHOe, IIJI0Xad — HHUYEro He OTMbI-
BaerT.

— A BoOT MBFI ceiluac BMecTe ¢ To6oIl ToiiieM u monpoo0y-
eM,— ckasaJyia Auna KoHcraHTHHOBHA.

Basapka 1 BuTeKka 4yTh He yMepJHu OT cMeXa.

— Hy BoT,— 3ameruysa Auna KoHcTaHTUHOBHa, Korja
€ PYK IOTeKJa I'pA3Had MbIJIbHAA II€eHa,— BOJa, OKa3bIBaeTcsd,
He BUHOBATA...

— Ilycrure, 4 caM...— xaJio0HO nonpocus CepegKuH.

— JlaBHO OBI TaK,— coOTJIacHJIaCch BOCIHUTATEJILHUIIA.—
TospKO MOTOM 0083aTeJILHO NOKaXKuchL Mue. {1 mosskHa yb6e-
IUTHCA, UTO BOJA B HaIlleM Jiarepe He XyXe, uYeM Yy Tebda I0:
Ma,— goaBuJja oHA C YJILIOKOI.

— HoisxHa yoegursed... JomxHa y6eAUTHCA...— IIEIIOTOM
nepeapasHuiy ee CepegkuH.— A BB YTO,— TOXe XoTture ybe-
OUTBCA? — CIPOCHJI OH XHXMKAIOIIUX OKOJO YMBIBaJILHUKA
T'pe6uoBa 1 Kpasiosa.— Hare, yGexpaiiTecn!

CepeakuH IpuaJj CTPYO JaJOHBIO, HalIDaBUJI Ha HHUX.

— Tw uTo menaemib?! — OTNPAHYJIH KPasHUJIBIIUKH.—
To1 uTo fenaemn?!

Ho Cepeakun pasoiieics.

3aMeTHB, YTO Bparu y0erawT, OH CTallUJ C HOI'd GOTHHOK,
HaJIUJI B HETO BOALI ¥ IOMYAJICA 3a HUMH.

— O-60sb-10!..— OpaJ OH 130 BCEX CUJI.

A xKoHumiocs TeM, uro CepeKHH 3aITHyJICA, ynaja u of-
JIUJ caM celd.

— Haxyauraaunaca? — crporo crnpocusa AnxnHa Kon-
CcTaHTHHOBHA.— YTO K, caM ce0A HaKa3aJI: CeroAHs MBI UAeM
Ha Peuky, Oysem TaM KynatekcA. A Tebe HeT HeoGXoAUMOCTH
HATH ¢ HAMU — THI IIpeANnoYes BRIKYIIATHCA UHBIM 00pasoM...

C Besnkoii rpycteio cmorpen CepelkuH Iocjie 3aBTpa-
Ka Ha BeceJible XJIOTOTEI.

— MHWaem Ha peukry... MbI useM Ha peuky!..— CJBIAJIOCH
OTOBCIOAY.



Cepenxuu sugesn: u Oias MypaBeiflKuHa Tak yBJeueHa
cGopaMHu, 4TO AasKe He obpallaeT Ha Hero HY MaJjeillero BHU-
MaHUA.

Jlume oAHH pas, mpoderas MUMO, CIIpocHJia :

— A THI HOYeMy HMUero He Gepes ¢ co60ii?

W TyT e, He HOKUAAACH OTBeTa, MNobexkasa JAajbiie,
cJIOBHO 3a0bIJIa O HEM.

CepeKWH NTOYYBCTBOBAJI: CEPAILE €r0 TOCKJHUBO CKAJIOCh.
EMy 3axoTenoch BEIOPOCHTEH CAOOHYI0 OyJIOUKYy — 4Yero oOHa
3ps JIEKUT B KapMaHe...

MypaBeiikuHa Tak pBeTCHA Ha PedYKy, YTO Yy Hee HeT JaKe
MHHYTEI IOTOBOPUTH C HUM.

«IlycTh, IyCcTH OHM MAYT HA CBOI pedKy... Beceasarcsa
TaM, 6apaXxTaloTcs, JOBAT CTPEKO3 U JKYKOB-ILJIaBYyHI[OB... IIpo-
sKUBY U 6es sToro!» — moxyma ¢c oruadnbeM CepeiKuH.

U Bce Xe, HA YTO-TO ellle HAEACH, IIOAOLIEN IOOJMKe K
Anue KoHcTaHTUHOBHE.

BocnuraTeapHHIa 3alljieTajia BOJIOCHI caMOii MaJeHBKOM
nesouyke B oTpAne — Mame OfyBaHYUKOROM.

Mama u B caMOM JeJjie IOXOAMJa HAa OZYBAaHYUK — CBET-
JIBIe BOJIOCHI IIYUIMJINCE HA K €e I'OJIOBOIL.

— Oroiign,— cxkazaja Mama.— fI He Xouy, 4YTOOBI THI
CMOTpeJ Ha Moe ITpu4echbIBaHbe.

— B uem geno? — cupocuna Auna KoncrantuuosHa Ce-
penxuna.— Her, Her... I He nmpocu... Beas & cka3ajna yxXe Te-
0e, 4TO THI HaKa3aH U He Ioienlb ¢ HAMU KyIaTbCH.

— [a, »e noligews ¢ Hamu! — noaxsatuiaa Mama Oxy-
BAHYWKOBA U I Pe3PUTEIbHO CKPUBUIIA I'yORI.

«3Toii-T0 ManaBKe uero Hajno? — moxymaa CepegKuH.—
Cama KocCHI elle 3allJIECTH He MOXKET, 4 BooOpasKaeT...»

— PasBe a npomycs? — cKasaJj OH, KOBBIPAS HOCKOM
GoTuHKaA mecok.— Ha peuke ceiiyac yiiMa KOMapoOB U OBOJOB.
Kak HauHYT KycaTh — Cpa3y BOJJAbIPH BckouaT. I 3meu oko-
JIO PeYKM KUBYT. IX TaM HOJHBIM-TIOJHO B KyCTaX...

— Ot#i! — Bekpukunyna Mama OgyBanuuxkoBa.— S 6o-
rochk 3Meii] Komapos 1 0BOJIOB Toe He Xouyl..
— Cepeakun! — Anna KoHCTaHTHHOBHA CTPOT'O CBEPK-
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Hyna oukamu.— IlepecraHs IIyraTb JeBOYKY. A THI He Goii-
cfA,— JIacKOBO cKasaJia oHa Maire.— JTo oH BeIZyMEIBaeT. Hu-
KaKUX 3Mel TaM HeT. A KOMapoB U OBOJOB MEI OTTOHHUM,

— Eectis Tam 3men,— Bospasun CepegruH.— M eme Ka-
xue... Bor, 60JplIe 3TOr0,— OH PACKHHYJI PYKM B CTOPOHEI Ha-
CKOJBKO Mor.— Iloa3yT, MIUIAT, A3LIKN AJUHHBIE BBEICOBBIBA-
foT. Tax u KAyT, KOoro 6bl y:Kanuth. S cam Bupesn!

— Mapm B Kopniyc! — KpurHyJa AHHa KoHCTaHTUHOB-
Ha.— Jla uTo ¢ T060if cerogusa nmpoucxoaur, Cepegxun?!

— Hudero He mpoucxogut,— mnoxan mniaedamu Cepef-
KuH.— S mpocTo XoTeJ IMpeAyIpeIuTs Bac, YTOOBI He IIPOU30-
11ieJI HeCYaCTHRIMA caydail...

OH KOBBIPHYJI €lll¢ HECKOJIBKO Pa3 HOCKOM OOTHUHKa IIe-
COK U IOILIEJCH B KOPIIYC.

Tam CepeIKMH ceJl HA KPOBATH U CMOTPEJ B OKHO IO T€X
IOp, TIOKa OTPAJ He IMOCTPOUJICA IIoNapHoO U He HUCcYe3 3a BOPO-
TaMH Jareps.

«Yem O6bI MHe 3aHATHCA? — C TOCKOIl mogymaJty oH.— Mo-
JK€eT, BCce-TaKU IoNPo0oBATE MOMMATE KYKYIIKY?».

CepegKUH 3arJIAHYJ B TYMOOYKY, B3fJI OTTYLAa Ha BCAKHUI
caydail naTh KoH@eT — Bce, YTO OCTAJOCH OT I'OCTHHIIA PORHU-
Tesneii. IlocnoHABIINCE ellleé HEKOTOPOEe BPeMSA B HePelINTeJIbHO-
CTH OKO0JIO KOpIyca, OH MaXHyJ PYKOM Ha pasHbIe UrPHl U IIO-
HIeJl B caMblii JUKUI YroJIOK Jlarepai — TaM YTPOM KyKoBaJa
KyKYIIKa.

«He yBUXY KYKYUIKY,— HOAyMaJl OH,— TaK Haixy 3eM-
JIAHUYUHY, a €CJIU II0BE3€T, U I'pud».

Hert, Tenieps CepegkuH yike He MOr CKasaThb, OyATO HEHBb
HauaJjica Xopomo. BepHee Bcero, OH HauaJICA CTPaHHO.
U cTpanHo moskeH OBl 3aKOHYMTHCH — B 3ToM CepeIkuu
IIOUTH He COMHEeBaJICd.

Munosas ImjomajgK, Ha KOTOPBIX KTO Mrpai B QyTodou,
KTO B BOJIeH00J1, a KTo 6poAusa IpocTo TakK, B IIOMCKAaX pasBle-
yeHui, CepefKMH OKa3ajicA HAKOHEI, B TAHHCTBEHHBIX 3apOC-
JAX. A Korza oToleJ ewe faJjsllie,— BAPYI YBUAeJa 60abLION
MypaBeHHUK.

Oxn ocraHoOBUIICH ITEpefl HUM B yAUBJICHHUU.
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910 OBLIIO HACTOAIUM OTKPBITHEM AJIS HEro.

He notomy, uro CepeKUHYy HUKOTAA IIpeXKAe He IPHUXO-
IUJOCh BCTpPeYaTh MypaBeHHHKH, a IIOTOMY, YTO OH He OXU-
IaJl VBUAETH ero 3/ech, rie, KAaK eMy KasaJloCh, BCE y¥Ke YCIIe
o0cyienoBaTh 32 Heflello IIpeObIBaHUA B Jlarepe.

— Bor 310 ga! — crazay CepeAKHH 1 ITodecaj MaKyil
Ky.— Ilouemy ke s He BUAeJ €ro paHsblie?

OH npucesl Ha KOPTOYKH U CTAJ CMOTPETh, KaK HApyr 3a
APYroM K BO3BBIMAKILEMYCSH HaJ 3eMJeili KYHNoJy M OT Hero
I0JI3JIN 03a00UYeHHbIE€ MYPaBbU.

Ozuy B3 HUX TAOUJIU XBOMHKU HaBepX. Jlpyrue, Hao0o-
POT, TAIIMJIU XBOMHKM BHHM3. A IOTOM U BOOOIe OTTACKUBAJJIU
HX JaJIEKO B CTOPOHY.

«Kakue oHu 6ecToskoBble! — BOCKJIUKHYJ npo ceds Ce-
penkud.— TackaloT oZHO U TO JKe TyLa-0o0paTHO...»

JBa MypaBbs OCTAHOBMJNCH y ero OormHka. OHM mojrac-
KMBaJX K MYpPaBeHUKY OCTaTKH Kpblila 0aBo4YKU-KalycT-
HUIILI.

OauH 13 HUX OCTaJICA CTOPOXKUTH JOOBIUY, a BTOPOIi B3Oe-
sKaJ Ha GOTHHOK, CIIyCTUJICS ¢ 00paTHOI CTOPOHBEI M BO3BpAa-
THJICS K TOBAPHILY TE€M >Ke IIyTeM.

HekoTopoe BpeMs OHHM CYEeTWJIHCHL OKOJIO CBOeil Houlnm —
Oerasii BOKPYT, 3a4YeM-TO IIBITAJINCh OTTAIIUTH €e Ha3am. 3a-
TeM OCTAaHOBMJINCEL M CJOBHO OBl IIOCOBEMAJNCH. A MOMKET
OBITh, oTHOXHYJ M. HOo coBceM Hemonro. Ilocie yero ApyskHO
BI[ENIUJINUChL B OCTATKM KpPBLJIa M, OATACH, IOTAIIMIH e€ro Ha
OOTHHOK.

OHU TAHYJAN K30 BCEX CHJ. A Hollia 3alenujach 3a II0-
IOWBY OOTHHKA, U HUKaKHe OTYAAHHBIe YCUJIUA He ITOMOraJu
CABUHYTDH €€ C MecTa.

Torza ofyH U3 MypaBLEB BLINYCTUN HOOBIUY, IPUBCTAJ H,
Kak IIokasayock CepeaxkuHy, IIOCMOTPEJ Ha HEro ¢ yKOpom,
COBHO OBI XOTeJ cKasaTh: — «3adueM 3aropofuJ Jopory?
Pa3zee He BUAWINE,— MBI CIICIIUM ? ».

CepeKUH OCTOPOXKHO OTOABUHYJ HOI'Y.

MypaBBUMIIKYM MOMEHTAJIBHO CKATHJINCE C ero OOTUHKA I
JAPYHO IIOBOJIOKJIN JLOOBIUY JablIe.
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OH cMOTpeJ ¢ yABIOKOIi, KaKk 3a6aBHO OHH KOBBLIAIOT, II€-
peGuparoTcsa uepes cTedJu Tpas.

Bapyr MmypaBbH OCTAaHOBUJNCH, U TOT, YTO II00OJBIIE, IIO-
BepHYJ K CepegKuHY.

On ToponyiuBO B3oOpaJsics Ha OOTHHOK M 3aMep Tam, rie
Ha4YHHAJHUCh ABIPOYKU IJIA IIHYPKA.

— Yero Tebe? — cnpocuia CepelxuH.

MypasBeiil nolieBeJaus YCUKaMU, COCKOJNL3HYJI Ha 3eMJi0 U
YCTPEMUJICA K CBOEMY TOBAPHUIILY.

— CrpaHHO...— noxaJjy nmiaedyamu Cepeaxun.— IloGnaro-
ZapUTh X0TeJ U COOOIIUTE YTO-TO? ..
— Ara, BOT THI rae! — BOCKJAMKHYJ KTO-TO 34 €ro Cilu-

HO¥.

CepeaxnH, yBJI€UEHHBIII MypaBbAMH, He cpazy coolpa-
31JI, Y€ 3TO I'0JIOC.

On 0o0epHyJICSH, HeJJOBOJILHEBII, UTO €My IIOMeIatl, U YBH-
Iea MypaBelikuny.
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~— Ts1? — CepelKMH YAUBJIEHHO IIOCMOTpPEJ Ha Hee CHU-
3y BBEpPX.

— f,— cxasasa MypagselikiiHa, ¥ 110 JULly €¢ OBLJIO BUJI-
HO, KaK OHa AOBOJIbHA.

— Pag3Be Hall oTPAJL yKe BepHyJICca?

— Her, He Bepuyaca. Onu Tam! — MypaBelikuHa KUBHY-
Jla B CTOPOHY PEeYKH.

— 3Hauur, ¥ Te0A He B3AMu? — cnpocus CepegxkuH.

— {1 cama ymuIa’' oT HUX,— ckKasajia MypaBeiikuHa u 3a-
TapaTopuja: — MbI KaK TOJBKO BBIILJIYU 33 BOPOTAa, A IIOCMOT-
pesa — teba Her. «[ae, rae CepeaKknH? — cIpalliBal0 BCEX.—
Msr ero 3abplim!..». Mama OgysaHuyuKoBa rosopur: «Ero Ha-
Kas3aJd, OH BOXOIl oOsmBajicsa». I cpady moHsna: 3TO U3-3a
MeHd, HaBepHoe, U roBopio AHHe KoHcTaHTUHOBHe: <«AHHaA
KoucrauTHHOBHA, y MEHS rojioBa 00OJIUT, MOMHO BEPHYTBCA?..»
Ona paspenmaa. Toasko Besmena 00a3aTeIbEHO CXOAUTE K Bpa-
yy. Bor! Yero Thl TaK CTPAHHO CMOTPUINEL Ha MEHA?

— Kaxk g cmorpiwo? — crnpocus CepeiKUH U IIOKpacHeEJ.
Emy Onlito npusaTHO, uTo MypaBeiikuia He 3abbljia 0 HEM.

— Ha,— ckasaJj oH ¥ BRITAIIWJI 13 KapMaHa cgo0HyIo Oy-
JNOoYRY, KoHbeTrl.— J{14a Tebsa Geper.

MypageiiknBHa ‘yapl6HyJachk. Byjiouka BRIrIsizesia CTpaH-

HO.
— OHa usMsaAgacr HEMHOro...— IIOIBITAJICA OIPaBIATH
ee BLij CepeKUH.
— Hwuuero...— MypaseiiknHa pasjgoMuia 6yJ04Ky IIOIO-

JaM M ortgaJa nojgosuHy Cepeaxuny.— A UTo ThHI AeJiaJ 3/ech,
areznl cobupan?

— $rop He octanock.— CepeKMH IIOCMOTPEJ BOKPYT,
CJIOBHO JKeJiafd yOeaAUTHCA B TOM, 4TO UX AeHCTBUTEIBHO He OC-
Tajoch.— fI cHayaJia XoTeJ YBUAETh KYKVIIKY, a IOTOM Ha-
mesr MypaBeiHUK. MypaBsu Kakue-To riaynsle,— IIOKaJk OH
nje4yaMy,— OAHU TamlaT XBOMHKH Ha CBOH [oM, a Apyrue
YTaCKHMBAIOT UX OTTYZA, BUIUINE?

— Oii...— zabecnokounacs MypaBeiilkuHa M OTCTYIHJIa
Ha Apa mara.— ¥ u He 3aMeruJsa, 4TO 374€Ch MyYpPaBLHHBIN AOM.
Bapyr oun nonoasyT Ha MeHs!..
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«— He nmononayr,— ycnoxkounn ee Cepeaxun.— MeHda xe
OHU He TpoHyJH. CMOTPH, ceiiyac g UX IIOKOPMJIIO.

OH OTKOBEIPHYJI OT OYJIOUKY KPOIOKY CJajfKOll MoMajgKu U
JIOJIOYKUJ Ha MYPaBBHHYIO TPOILY.

He mpomio MUHYTEI, KaK cOerKaBIrecd MypPaBLH yiKe T10-
TAIMJIA HaX0AKY K MypaBeiHUKY.

— BoBce oHu He raymnele,— ckasana MypaselKuHa.—
Nx He 3pA HAaA3BIBAIOT TPYAOJIOOUBLIMH — BOH TOT, BUAUUIb,
CHOTHIKAETCHA, TAJIaeT, a TAI[UT, TAlllUT... A MypaBelHHK-TO Ka-
Koif 6oapIIyLINii,— He AOM, a IIPAMO ropoa!..

— Tebe nyume 35aTH,— OTBeTUN Cepepkun.— He cayyaii-
HO y Teba damuning MypaBeiikuHa. Thl, HaBepHoe, MM JaJbHASA
poacrBeHHuna? ITomoru... A To pPOACTBEHHUKHU HaJPHIBAIOTCA,
Tebs 30ByT-naauyT. <«Iloyemy,— rosopsar,— Hawma Mypaseii-
KHMHa He mnomoraer Ham? Hexopomasa oHa geBouyka,— I'oBO-
PAT».

— He apaszauce,— ob6ugenaces Mypaseilikuaa.— Ecan a
UX POACTBEHHHIIA, TO THI POJACTBEHHMK KaKOIl-TO CEPeIKU...
Her, HeT, MBI He OyieM cCOpPUMThCA! — BOCKJMKHYJIA OHa, 3a-
MeTHB, 4yTo CepegkuH nompauHen.— JlaBaii Bo 4To-HUOYAL HUT-
pars?!

— Bo uro? — Hexotra cnpocua CepegkuH. — B gouxu-
marTepu?
— 3Haellb...— HEMHOro MOAyMaB, S3arOBOPIIUIKUM Iie-

nmeToM ckasayia MypaseiikuHa,— JIydllle BCEro UrpaTh B Meu-
Tanku. d y:xe nmpobosana. Ho oxHoM HUrpaTte He TaK HHTEpEC-
Ho. Baeoem sayuime. Ceiiyac MBI cageM noj Oepe3od, uYTOOE!
COJIHIIEe He JKIJIO, M HaYHeM MeuTaTb. ToNMBKO He BCAyX. A Io-
TOM PacCcKa’keM APYr APYTry, KTO YTO HaMeuTaJl.

— Het,— nomopuuiacsa Cepeaku.— Tak He MHTepecHO.
JIyuure 6yaeM MeuTaTh BMeCTe 1 BCAYX.

— JHaBaii Bcayx,— corsacuiace MypaseiikuHa, U Iep-
Basa nobesxana x 0onpmoit 6epede, MNBINIHEIE BETBH KOTOPOIl
CKJIOHAJIUCH YYTh He A0 3eMJIN.

— IIpurorosuance... Hauanau! — ckomaHfoBajla OH2,
koraa Cepeaxun cea pagom.— Hy, rosopu, o ueMm TH ceiiuac
MedTaewsb?
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— Eme Hn 0 uem,— yauBieHHo oTeerun CepegxuH.—
51 emre TONBKO COOUPAKOCH...

— A # y®e HameuTasa,— 3adBMaa MypaseiiknHa.—
Bo-niepBBIX, 0 TOM, 4YTOGKHI MBI ¢ TOOOI Bcerja Apysuiau. A Bo-
BTOPEIX, YTOOBI HUKOTZa He ccopmiauchk. Y eme, 4YTo THI cTa-
Helllb KAIUTAHOM U MOBeZellb JeAOKoN K camomy CeBepHOMY
noJocy. TsI OTTYAa IPULNLIEIIs MHE TeJIerpaMMy ?

CepeIKUH Ja’Ke pacTepfAJica OT BCEro TOro, 4To HaMeuTa-
Ja MypasBeiiKiHa B OJHO MTHOBEHEE.

— Kro Tebe ckazaJs, OYATO A coOMpaAlOCh CTATh KalUTa-
HoM? — cupocus oi.— MosxeT, 4 oAy B KOCMOHABTHI?

— HukTro.— MypaBeiikuga ImocMOTpeJa Ha Hero: —
IlpocTo A Tak HameuTasna. HeyxXeaun Tebe He XOdUYeTcd CTATh
caMbIM JIYYLIXM B MIipe KalluTaHoM ?

— He 3Haw,— noxan maeuamu Cepegxkun.— Hapgo mo-
AyMAaTb...

[NIABA BTOPAS

O6blYHOE CTAHOBUTCS HEOObIYHBIM

Cepeakul rayooko saaymasca. Ilpeacrasui ceGe: BOT
OH CTOUT B KallUTAHCKOIl pyOKe U CMOTPUT B OMHOKJE Ha IIPH-
omuxaomuiica CesepHblil momoc. Bokpyr Jiegokosa rpomMos-
AATCS IBbABI, XOAAT Oesible MeABe ...

Bapyr emy mokaszajoch: IO CBEPKAWIEMY CHEr'y O€KUT
mypageitl. CepeKUH YAUBMIICS, XOTeJ NMpoTepeTs, 6MHOKIEL. Ho
0Ka3aJIoCh, UTO OMHOKJISA HET — IIPOCTO OH CMOTPUT M3-IIOJ, JIa-
AOHM Ha poMamxy. A Ha Hero, ¢ 6ejsoro JielmecTka, CMOTPHT,
CJIOBHO XOYeT YTO-TO CKa3aTh, PhIXKUH MypaBei.

Heoxupganno Cepekuny B roJIOBy IIpHUILIA IIOTPACAIO-
Ias Mpicab. OH BCKPHKHYJ ¥ BCKOYUJI.

— Yrt0? — cupocuna Mypaseiitkuta.— Thl noma B mieH
K AUKADPAM, U OHU XOTAT Te0A ChecTh?

— Kaxwue eme gurapu? — obanjgenro MNOCMOTPEN Ha Hee
CepeaxnH.— Beap s OBIT KanMTaHOM JeAoKoJya.. Kamwura-
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HOM...— IIOBTOPUJ OH U 3aMOJIK, 604Ch IIOTEPATH MBIC/Ib, KOTO-
pad pHUILIa B F'OJIOBY.

— A # yKe HaMeuyTaJia COBCEM apyroe,— ckazajyia Mypa-
BeiikuHa.— Ilociie KammuTaHa THI CTAJl Yy MEHA 3HAMEHUTHIM
MyTEeNIeCTBEHHUKOM B KapKye cTpaHbl. OTKPBII TaM HOBBIH
OCTPOB M TIoIlaJ K AUKapaM B mjeH. Ecou Obl Tl He 3aKpuyad,
A crnacja 6b1 Te6sA, U Mbl BMeCTE BO3BPATHJIUCH OLI AOMOIA.

— Hopoxau,— crazan CepeakuH.— Hy Te6sa ¢ Teoumn
nuxkapamu! Ux nasHo Hurge Her. llocaymai, 4to & npupy-
MaJl...

— Yro0?

— CwmoTpu,— CepeAKUH NMOKa3ajJ Ha MypaBbs, KOTOPBIA
yiKe nepebpajcad K LeHTPy uperka.— 5 IMoHAN, XaK MOMKHO
IIOMO4Yb TBO€II MaMe BLIJIEUHTHCH.

— He cmeiica,— nocepresnena Mypapelikuza, xora Ce-
PeIKHH U He AyMaJl cMeATsCA.— Ee 00Jie3Hb AaXXe Bpa4yu BblJe-
4YUTh He MOTYT.
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CepeIKMH CHHCXOAUTENLHO IJIAHYN Ha MypaBedKHUHY:
MOJI, He XOuelllh BePUTh — He HaJo.

— Kax? — Ona nonana, 4to CepefKHH He MIYTHT.

— Ja oueHs IpocTo,— HeOperxHo, KaK YeJOBeK, cAesiaB-
muii reHUaJbHOEe OTKpEITHE, mosficHug CepeakuH.— Hanxo BBHI-
Je4YUTh pEeBMAaTH3M, TOTJa U cepjle CTaHeT 3J0POBBIM.
A BcriomHUN: Mog 6abylIka roBopia, 4YTo peBMaTtusM ryo6u-
TeJIbHO JeMCTBYyeT Ha cepAue U JIEUUTHCA HaA0 MypaBbLHHOU
Kucyaoroii. Hatupats pyKH 1 HOTU.

— $1 06 pTOM HHYero He ciablliajga,— ckasaja Mypageii-
KHHA, B roJjioce ee 3a3ByuaJia HajgeKaa.— A KaK Mbl JOCTAHEM
BTy KUCJIOTY?

— He 3naw...— Cepegxun moxasm nInedyamu.— Hajmo
CHPOCUTH Y MYPaBhs. A elle Jydille — CTATh HA BpeMsA TaKu-
M, KaK OH, U IONACThk B MypaBeiinuk. TamM, MOKeT, 1 IOIAyY-
lIe JIeKapcTBO HaljgeTcsd.. O, PBIKHU! — KPHKHYJ OH MY-
pPaBBiO U AYHYJ HA POMAlIKy TaK, YTOOBI TOT IOUYYBCTBOBAJI, C
KeM umeeT geyo.— Kak HaM cTaTh TaKUMU, KaK ThI?

Mypaseii monATUIICA, YYTh He CJETeJ] ¢ IBeTKa U IIPUHAMI
YTPOKaKIYIO T03Y.

— A! — Cepenkvu 0esHaJeXHO MaXHYJ PyKoii.— Paas-
Be ¢ HUM JoroBopuimibceda! — M mogyman: «39X, y3HaTh ObI BOJI-
mebHbIe CJI0Ba, KOTOPble HOMOTAIT MCIOJHUTLCA JIO00OMY JKe-
JAHUIO...».

— TaI AyMaelib 0 TOM, KaK HaM CTaTh COBCEM MAaJE€Hb-
KUMU? — AoHeccs A0 Hero rojoc MypaBeiKHHOM.

— JAymMaiw...— MalliHaJbLHO OTBETHUJI OH-U IIOTOM YIKe
caM He MOr IIOHATH: OBIJIO MJIM HET Ha caMOM JeJie TO, UTO
NPOU30IIJIO Aajblle.

A TIpoU3011JIO BOT YTO.

CHavyajla eMy BCOOMHHUJOCH: BeJb COBCEM HelaBHO, Ka-
JKeTcd, CeroJHA yTPOM, KTO-TO FOBOPHJ, UTO NPHU IOMOILU Ue-
Tro-TO MOJXHO BCEro JOCTUYb.

«Ara! — coobpazua oH.— IJTo Ham @QU3PYK CKazaka:
«IIpu momomu ycunusg BoiH...». KoHeuHo,— CepegKnH B3JOX-
HyJ,— BoJeOHbIe cioBa Ob1JIM ObI Mosyuine. Ho pa3 ux HeT —
1 ycuJide BOJIM MOMKET IPUTOJUTHCH...».
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OH pacupaBui IIJIeuli, HANIPAT MYCKYJbI, IbITAACh TAKUM
06pasoM IpU3BATH Ha ITOMOILE BCIO CUJIY BOJII.

— CocpemoToubcs Ha IeJIi, Ha TOM, 4Yero TbI JKeJja-
€lllb...— JOHeccs A0 Hero, Kak eMy IIOKasaJjiochb, Trojioc Gus-
pyKa.

— Cocpegorouniicd...— oTeeTuy CepegKuH.

IlpucranpHo rIgad Ha MyPaBbsA, OH HAYAJI JKeJaTh

— Xouy cTaTh TAKUM, KaK OH... X04y CTATh TaKUM, KakK
OH...

— Taxum, KaK oH?..— JoHeccs OTKYZAa-TO BOIIPOC, II0XO0-
JKUM Ha NukaHke a3byku Mopse.— Twl Xouenb, 4To0Ll y TeOs
CTaJIC HECKOJIBKO ITap HOI' U MOSABUJINCL MYypaBbLUHBIE YCHUKH?

— Her, mer!..— ucnyranca CepeKuH.— ITOro s He Xo-
yy! Mue GBI TOJNILKO YMEHEIIITLCA 0O €r0 Pa3sMepOoB.
— Toraa... —IponuKajJga MOP3AHKA,— HaJo 3alIOMHUTL

U MOBTOPHUTE ABAALATE Pa3 TAKOH CTHIIOK :
— Pann naureii apyx0o ¢ OJell
IoMOTrH MIle, CIlJla BOJH,
,H.HH TeOST MOMOUD 1ICCIOXKII0
AazKC B TOM, UTO HEBO3MOZHO.

— A c oanoro pasa,— nountepecoBaJsica Cepegxut,—
CTUIIIOK He NoJelcTByeT?

— OH MoXeT He IIOAEHCTBOBATH U IIOCJIEe ABAaAIlATOTO pa-
3a,— OTO3RaJlach MOpP3dAHKAa cepAuTo.— Cuia BOJHN He CTaHET
roMoraTh TOMy, KTO IyMaeT, KaKk Gbl ero KejJaHHe WHCHOJHHU-
JI0Ck caMo coboii.

— TlouarHo,— ckasaa Cepeakud i cupocun MypaBseii-
KuHy: — T®I capliiaja, 9To cKas3ajia Mop3dHKa ?

— Crampimajia,— oTo3BaJjgack MypaBeiikuHa.— ToJbKo
MHe 3TOT CTHIIOK He mofoiiger. Ilonyuurcss cruomiHas ruy-
MOCTh, €CJU I CTaHy TOBOPUTH: «Pajau Halllel ApyXObI C
One...»

— IIpaBuasHo...— pacrepaicsa Cepeagxua.— TeGe sTo He
MOAXOAUT...

— JieBouKa ZOJKHA TOBOPUTH «Pajnu Haileil ApPy:XOBI C
Koumeli», HeyKeJau TPYAHO AOragarThbCsd! — BOCKJIMKHYyJa MOP-
3SHKa.
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— Temneps He TPyAHO,— cKaszana MypaBeHkHNHa M CIIpPO-
cuna CepeakuHa :

— Hauanu?

OHM 3aKpBLIM IVIa3a M 3alleBeusau rydaMu, IIOBTOPAS
CTPOUKY 3a cTPOoYKoii. W Korga mpoduTas CTUIIOK B ABaAIATh
TIepBHIil pa3,— 4YTO-TO I'POMKO LIEeJKHYJIO BAAaJV, a BOKPYI 3a-
KaJaJioch, 3alIyMeJIO.

CepeKUH C'BheXUJIcA OT HeoxyugaHHoctu. Ilym 6L Ta-
KUM CHUJBHBIM, CJOBHO Oypsd HaJjieTesa Ha Jec 1 BOT-BOT IlOoBa-
JIUT BCE IEPEBbI.

IlpeomoneBas UCIyr, OH OTKPBIJ TIJjla3a U HEBOJBHO
BCKPUKHYJI, YVBUJEB HEIIPOXOAVMEIE 32 PDOCJINU.

«Beceneunkad ucropua! — moxzyman CepeakuH.— 3Ha-
YUT, CUJIa BOJU cAesiaja cBoe aeso. Heyskenau CTHUIIOK 3aHEC
MeHda B JXyHru? VIHTepecHo, a MOKeT JI CuUJjia BOJIM AeiicT-
BOBaTh B oOpaTHoM HalrpaBienuu?... Ceiiuac nposepum... Bor
061710 OBI 3JOPOBO: 3aXOTeJ YMEHBIIUThCA — YMEHBIIUACH.
3axoTes yBeIUYUTHCA — Hoxaiayiicral.. Begs 10 snyunie, yuem
wanka-uesugumxa. Illanmky HaJgo HOCUTEL ¢ co00M, MOMKHO M
MoTepATh. A 3Jech-TO BCErO HAJO CKa3aTh HECKOJIBKO CJIOB.
Kak TaM 6b110? — monsITaJICA OH BCIIOMHHUTE CTUIIOK.— S Xo-
yy ObITh BMecTe ¢ Oaeii... Het, He Tak. Pagu Oau cuna Boau?..
Her, onnaTs He TaK...»

— Ce-pen-kuH!..— moHeccs A0 HEro 3HaR0Mbm roJioc My-
paBetikuHoii.— I'me To17..
— 3pecs! — orosrasca CepegkuH, Jocazys, 4TO He MO-

’KeT BCIOMHMUTDH CTHUILIOK, U 3a6o0pMoTa:

— Koasa, Onsa, Bonsa, 4To au.. MoKHO, CJI0XHO, OCTOPOMK-
HO... HeT, or1dTh He TO.

IloyemMy HVKaK He BCIIOMHHAETCH 3TOT IPOKJIATHIA CTH-
mok? Yro e, Tenepr UM HaBcerga IpPHIeTCA ocTaBaThCA Ta-
KUMHK MajeHbKkUMHU? Jla Hu 3a uTto!.. Ceiiuac, ceiiuac OH BCIIOM-
HUT €ro...

— Crwo-ga... Cio-aa...— moCJBIIIATHCh 3BYKH, IIOX0XKHe Ha
3HAKOMOE Yy ke INKaHbe, HOo 60Jiee rpOMKHe.

CepeAKVH IMJITHYJI B TY CTOPOHY, OTKyZa OHU pa3fiaBa-
JUCh, ¥ OCTOJIOEHEJI : U3 3apOcJeil BhICYHYJHCh IIOX0XKHe Ha
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AHTEeHHBI YChI, 2 BCJAEA 32 HUMM IIOKa3aJjach rojioBa ¢ TaKNMU
SKYTKUMU YEJTIOCTAMM, UTO OH-0H-0fi!..

— He Ooiica,— ycawluag oH roxoc MypaBelKHUHON.—
Proixxuw reGa He Tpouer. Ilpasaa, Peiskuk?

— IIpas-pga...— npockKpuriieyna rojioea, 1 CepeKuy yBHU-
es, KaK YeJCTH PasollIich, CJIOBHO ObI M300paskas IPUBET-
JIUBYIO VJIBIGKY, OT KOTOpPoii y CepeKHHA BOJOCHI BCTAJU IbI-
com.

— Ox! — MypageiiKliHa BbICYHYJIACh HM3-32 yCATOM IoJio-
BbI.— 3JeCh OYeHb TPYAHO MpoaupaThcsa. TwI Ipomaj Tak He-
OXKHJaHHO,— obpatunack oHa K CepelKUHY,— 4TO f cpasy Io-
Tepsina Tebs. Hy, kak? — mouHTepecoBajach oHa.— 3I0POEO
O6bITH ManenpkuM? OTCIOfa Bce BUJHO COBCeM He TakK... [la de-
ro Tel ero 6oumnca!l — MypaBelikuHa Torjaguja ycaTyi ro-
JIOBY.— IJTO0 OOBIUYHBIN MypaBeii. Peiskuk. [{oOpbIii 1 TPyHAOIIO-
GuBbIii. MbI ¢ HUM yKe IIOAPYKHUJIUCH. be3 Hero d He cMorJja
ObI TaK OBICTPO TeOsA HAMTH.
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— Buixky...— crkazsajg Cepegxkua.— Hago nmockopee cnpo-
CHUTB €ro 0 JIeKapcTBe.

— § cnpamusasia, OH HHYEro He 3HaeT,— pa3Bejia pyKa-
mu Mypaseiikuaa.— I'oBopuT, 4To 0 TaKOM JIEKapCTBe HaM
MOJMKeT paccKasaTh TOJIBKO IJIaBHBIH YUYeHbIil MypabBei.
U, kxpome TOro, Mbl 00sI3aHbI MMOrOCTUTh ¥ HUX. Tak, PeIKuK?

— Ko-Hey-HO...— NOATBEPAUJ MypaBeld H IOTAHYJCH
ycaMu-anTeHHaMHU K CepeKUHY.
— OcroposxHeint! — kpukHysn Cepegrun.— f »sToro He

J1106J110!

PBRIKMK OTCTYNWJI, BUHOBATO YJABIOHYJCcA: «¥I, Mon, He
XOTeJ HH KalleJbKH TeOs o0HIeTb, IPOCTO XO0Uy MHOOJUXKe TIo-
3HAKOMUTBCH» .

MypaBeilikiHa paccMesisiach.

— Bpg1 00a Takue 3abaBHbie! — BOCKJIUKHYJa oHa.— Hu-
KaK He MOJKeTe APYT ¢ APYyroM MO3HaKOMUTHC!

— MspbI gOKHBI MO3HAKOMHUTHCHA,— YTOYHHJ MypaBei
TOJA0COM, KOTOPBIN IMokaszajca CepeIKHHY yiKe HEe TaKUM
ckpunyuyum.— HacKoJpKO 8 MOHUMAal0, MaJbUHUK TOXKE XOUeT
IIOrOCTUTH y HAaC.

— Hwudero s He xouy.— CepeAKHMH HA4aJ IPUBBIKATL K
Bujgy mypaBba.— Ceiiuac yBenauuyck — u npomaiite. Ilycts
MypaBelikniHa ocTaeTcs U IOJI3aeT B TpaBe, pa3 eii HPaBUTCH.
A TT03HAKOMUTECH, 4TO K, MOTY.

W o npoTraHys pyKy.

— Cepeaxus, Konga,— ckasajy oH u yroununina: — Cepes-
KuH, a He CesegxkuH. EcTh Takue, KOTOpHIe NIyTAlOT MOK a-
mutuio. Hazeloch, BBl He TiepenyTaere?

— Hu 3a uT0,— oTBeTHUJ PRINUHK.— Y MypaBhLEB TaKOTO
He ORIBaeT.

IIpuBcTaB, MypaBeil BeIKJINUBO IMTOKJIOHUJICSH.

— J3Haems,— cka3zaJ oH CepeIKHHY, cpas3y Nnepexois Ha
«ThI».— §1 He coBeToBaj OBl Tebe yBeIHUYHUBATHCA JO TOro, Kak
Thl TIO3HAKOMUIIbCA ¢ HamKUMU MypaBbaMu. Tem Gonee uTo
Halll MypaBBUHBII I'OPOJ, COBCEM He MOXOK Ha APYyrie MypaBb-
HHble Topoja... HeT, B OCHOBHOM, KOHEYHO, ITIOXO0,— IIOIpa-
BuycaH Poikuk.— Ho TeI cam yBUAMIIB, KaKOii OH 0COGEHHBIA.
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X ToMy ke, THI BCe PABHO YBETUYHTBCA celyac He CMOIKellb.
CTUuIoK-To 3a0biyi?..

— Cepeakut...— nonpocuna MypasBeiikuHa. Bolsio cabli-
HO, 4TO OHA BOT-BOT 3aIliader.— He yBennuusaiics, moxaJsyii-
cra. MHe Ges TeGa ouyeHL cKyuHO Oyaer. M o siekapcTBe MBI He
Y3HaJIH...

— He o6uxaii ee,— ckaszan Poikux.— JleBouek o6u-
JKaTh Henab3d. TeI UTO, 3a0B1I?..

— Tlomuw,— OypkHyJ CepeKUH U IIgHyJa Ha MypaBeii-
K1uHy.— OHU cyable U cpa3y HAYUHAKT XHBLIKATb... A,— MaX-
HYJI OH PYKOii,— 0OCTaICh!

— OcraemMcd, MBI ocTaeMcsa! — o6pajoBaHHO TIOAXBATH-
na MypaseilikuHa, 3a0bIB O TOM, YTO COOHpaJiach I1J1aKaTh.
«Bot...— nmoaymaxn CepeakuH,— Bce oHU TaKue. Ciradrle,

ciabnle, a CBOEro JOOUBAKOTCI».

— TIlofimemMTe,— cKazaJ OH CO B3JJOXOM,— He BEUYHO Ke
HaM 3/1€Ch CTOATh...

Cepeakun MOMHUJI: paHblile [0 MypaBeldHUKa OBLJIO He
GoJibllle [eCATH IIATOB. A Teneph...

Teneps oHU AU 3a PBIXKNKOM, KOTOPHIA OBICTPO Iepebu-
paJ BCeMU CBOMMH HOraMH, M0 H3BUJIHCTOI, TOJBKO OJAHOMY
€My M3BeCTHOM Tpolle, 1 BCe HUKAK He MOTIJIM IIPUITH.

Jla ¥ TpyaHO OBLJIO Ha3BaTh TPOIOM TOT MYyTh, IO KOTOPO-
My uX BeJ Peixuk. Bece BpeMs mIpuXoInaoch NPeoiosieBaTh Ka-
KHe-To sSIMbl, PBITBHHEI, KOYKH, OECIIOPANOYHO HaBaJieHHbIE
ocraTKu crebJuieii. MypaBeii OUueHB JIOBKO KapabkaJjcsa mo HUM,
a y Cepeaknna u MypaBeliKHHOII HOTH TO 4 JAeJio NoMajaju B
T pOBabI.

Cepenkun naxke nmonpodoBaJs UJATH Ha 4YeTBepeHbKax. Ho
¥ 9TO HE TIOMOTJIO — OH TOJBKO 000JApas M0 KPOBU PYKH, «Ha-
CTYNIMB» UMM Ha KaKue-To KoJIouKu. A MypaBeilKiHa 4yTh He
BLIBHXHYJla HOTry, pacmudyia KoJIeHKY U ceJsa, 3afABUB, 4YTO
JaJblle He MOMKeT UATH.

— Hwuvyero,— samerun PelkuK, ocMoTpeB ymub.— 3aKu-
BeT 3aa0aro Ao cBaab6sl. ITocuamn HeMHOrO.

OH ObICTPO HCUEe3 B 3apPOCaAAX U UYepe3d MHHYTY BEPHYJCA.

— Ceiiuac BblJIeYy Bac, a IMOTOM...— CKa3aJl OH U MO0JIO«
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KUI psigoM ¢ MypaBelKMHOI KYCKM JIMCTHEB, KOTOPbIE IIPU-
Hec.

— Tlorom Gyner cym ¢ xoToMm? — crpocus CepeaxkuH, Ha-
Oiapogas, KakK yMeno IPUKJaAbiBaeT PRIKHUK HCKPOIIEHHbIE
JUCThs K pa3buroii KoIeHKe.

— TloToM 3a HaM¥ IPUJIETAT,— OTBETUJ PLIKUK, IIPHJIO-
JKHB CBePXYy KYCOUYEK JINCTa U 3aMaThIBadA KOJIEHKY ITayTUHOM.

— TIIpoxomur? — crnpocus oH MypaBeliKuHY.

— Cmacubo, ye nouru He 6oaur.— Mypaselikuda 0OJa-
roZapHo yJabIOHYJIach.

— Torpa saliMeMcs BTOPBIM IIOCTPaZaBMMM.— PBIKUK
nosepayacsa k CepegKHMHY, OCMOTpPEJ ¥ OCTOPOMKHO OINYIIaJ
€ro JIaJfiOHH.

— Tax,— 3aKJIIOUNJ OH, BBIEPHYB HECKOJBLKO TI'IyOOKO
BNUBIIUXCHA KOJiI0UeK.— PaHbl 6oJiee HeIPUATHBIE, YeM 3HAUU-
TeJbHEIE.

Ileperkycus crefesib KaKOrO-TO IIBETOYKA, PLIKMK BbIJa-
BUWJI U3 HEro, CJGBHO U3 TIOOHKA, I'yCTOIl COK I CTaJl CMa3blBaTh
ccaJiuHEL.

— OpHy MHHYTKY TepIleHUs, OfHY MUHYTKY...— IIOBTO-
P oH, 6BICTPO U JIOBKO 3aKaHYUBAS JeUeHUe.

Cepenklin ¢ yAUBJEHHEM TIOYYBCTBOBAJI: 0O0JIbL YMEHbINA-
erTcs. A TJISHYB Ha JIAJOHH, YBUEJN : COK 3aCTbLJ, IIOKPHIB Ja-
IOHU 3alliTHOMN IJIeHKOM.

— Tebe He moxazajach 0o0Jie3HEHHOH Ipolenypa Jede-
HuA? — cunpocus PRIsKUK U, B [OBepIlleHUe BCEro, HEXKHO TpH-
KOCHYJICA K JJaZOHAM ycaMHU-aHTeHHaMU.

— 3znoposo! — npusHan CepegkusH.— Tak 6bicTpo MeHS
HUKTO eille He JieunJ!

OH cMmoTpeJ, KaK yJbifaeTcs PRIKHUK, TOKE OUEHb JJOBOJIb-
HBIli, 4TO eMy yJaJjioch HOMOYEL IOCTAM, M yJbIOKa PBIKHMEKA
yixe He Kasajyach CepeIKUHY HEAPUATHOM.

«3pd UCIIyraJjica ero ¢ camoro Havaja,— noaymana Cepen-
kuH.— HopmasnbHbiii MmypaBeii. JLo6pslit, 3a6oTaMBbINE, cUMIa-
TUYHBIIA. A 4TO Kacaercs yCOB,— TAaK BeIb U JIOAU HOCAT YCHI.
Haxe G6opogrl. Mosker, ycaTo-6opogaThle JIOIH Ka:KyTCA MY-
PaBBAM B CTO Pa3 cTpaillHee».
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— Cnacu60,— cKa3saJl OH W, He 3Hasd, KaK BHIPa3uTh O.a-
rofapHoCTb, IOAMUTHYJI PBIXKUKY.

ITo He YCKOJb3HYJIO0 OT MypaBelKUHOIA.

— BoT BBl U MOAPYRKUIUCH INO-HACTOALIEMY! — BOCKJIUK-
HyJsa ona.— Temeps Bce y Hac GyZAeT eime aydnie. A Tol, HaBep-
HO€, YYHJICA JIEUUTh MypaBbeB? — clipocusia oua Prioxuka.

— HeT...— oTBeTUJ TOT, BUAS, KaK BBICOKO OIEHUJIHN T'O-
cTu ero ymenue.— Ilpocreiiniie criocoGp! MeIUIWHCKON HTOMO-
1Y M3BECTHBI JI00OMYy MypaBbio. A MHe I He TOJIBKO IPOCTeii-
mue. Benr A paszBeguynK...

— 3HauuT, THI pa3Begaj Hac ¥ B3AJ B IJIEH? — CIIpocuyia
Mypaseiiknna. OHa He IpoIrycKajia HM OXZHOro (uibMa IIpo
Pa3BegYUKOB.

— He passegaJ, a oOHapyxuI,— monpasuia noapyry Ce-
peakuH.— U pia Toro, uToGel MBI He yOerkasl, NPUrIAIIaET
HAC B rOCTU. A 30BYT €rc, KOHEYHO, He PRIKUKOM,— UHATS.
S 3HAl0, KaK pa2BeJuUKHN YMEKIT MaCKHPOBATHCH IO BCAKIX
Pa3HBIX cllenHaiicToB. IIpo »To U B KHUTaX MUHIYT, X B KUHO
NMOKAa3bIBalOT. Baunau Mel ¢ Toboit, MypagetinkuHa!l

— Ho ecisi GBI § MacKUpPOBaJica HOJ KOro-TO, Pa3Be cKa-
3aJi 6bI BaM IIPaBAy? — CIIPOCUJI MypaBeii.

— He craszaa Obl...— coryacuica CepelknH.— SHAYUT,
THI He Pa3BeAUYHK, a eme KTo-TO. SICHO TOJNIBKO, YTO ThHI 3aUsHi-
TO XUTPHIIL C HAMH.

— Jla pasBefiuyuK 4, pasBeJuuK!..— B3MoJJUICA Mypa-
Beii.— O0 3TOM BaM Bce CKa’XyT B Hallem MypaBeiinuke., He-
yIK€eJIM BBl He IOHUMAETE: y Hallleil MypaBbUHOH CTPaHBI €CTh
Bparu. Ho BBl — coBceM apyroe xeso. Bei — roctit. MeHs mnpe-
AyIpexusiz o0 BalleM IMOSBJIEHUU Ha MoeM ydyacTKe. VI mopyun-
JIX BCTPETHUTH ¥ TIPOBOJUTH B MyPaBeHHIUK.

— W onsaTes THI MOYEMYy-TO Bpeurs,— npepsaj ero Cepen-
kuH.— Kak MoHO 6blJjo IpeBUAeTh Hallle TIOABJIeHUE, KOTka
MBI caMU He 3HaJH, IO0SBUMcA B Bamei MypaBbHHOII cTpaHe
WJIY HeT?

— A wmaw I'naBHBII yueHsIdl 3HaJ,— PBIKHK NOIIEBENW
ycamu.— OH Bce 3HaeT, Ja’ke TO, UTO HEH3BECTHO HUKOMY.
O, HaM HaJo CIEeINUTh,— CIOXBAaTUJICA OH.— VlHaue MeHs Ha-
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KaxyT. I['Zle JKe IIPOINAJO 3TO IPOKJATOE JeTydee TaKcu?
Onsars, HaBepHOe, CBOEHPaBHUYAeT?..

W oH BHOBB HCUE3 B 3aPOCJAX TPABHI.

Cepeakun Tsa:xeso B3ZoxHyJ. C BUAOM ITOJHOro 0Oe3pas-
JIUYNSA TIPUHAJICA KadaTh HOTOH, CHUIA Ha IIOBAJIEHHOM cTelse
oayBaHuuKa. Bech BUI ero Kkax Obl rosopus: «4ro K, IIOKO-
JKJIeM, TOCMOTPUM, 9€M BCE 3TO KOHUUTCH».

MypageiikiiHa XoTeJa 3aTOBOPUTH ¢ HUM, JIETOHBKO TOJIK-
Hysa ero B 6ok. Ho CepeIKiH cJIOBHO He 3aMeTHJI 3TOr'O.

OHa mHoBepHyJach K HeMY, IOIBITANACH 3arJdHyTh B
rJaasa.

CepeKHH OTBEepPHYyJICS U, He lepecTaBas KadaTh HOTOI,
3aMypJbIKaJ TeCeHKY — ee JIIOCHJ HaleBaTh ero orel B MUHY-
ThI Pa3AyMbsi:

Aiin ga Guin ol YygaK —
pas, aBa, TPH.

On noaHsJicdad Ha yepaaxk —
pas, [Ba, TPH.

H Tenepb y uygaka —

pas, ABa, TpH,

He XBaTaeT YepAakKa —

pa3, ABa, TpH.

HonnocToio mouaTk meceHKy CepeaxuH He mor. Ho oHa
eMy M HpaBuJach UMEHHO TeM, HeoObsicHUMBIM. Kpome Toro,
TIeceHKa JIerKo HalieBaJjlach, He MelllaJja AyMaTb. A HMoAyMATbh
o Oyzaymem crouno. O HeM TPOCTO HeNb3fA OBLJI0O He AYyMATh!
Anna KoHCTaHTMHOBHA CKODO IIpUBeJeT pedsAT ¢ peuxku. Bep-
HeTcd N XBaTnUTCA ero 1 MypaBeiKHHOI.

OH npeAcTaBUJ, KAK OHA HAYHET MEeTaThCH OT OAHOT'O KOP-
nyca K Apyromy. Bcex cnpamusBaTh. Iforom moGexuT K Ha-
YaJbHUKY Jareps, U IOAHUMETCA BCeoOIIui TapapaM.

«Tak e#f u Hago,— 3JI0pajHO MoAyMaJj OblI0 OH.— Byxer
3HaTh, KAK HaKa3bIBATHL MEHA HHU 3a 4YTO!»

Ho TyTr e emy crano xanp ee. OH BCIOMHUJ, 4TO OHa
yclloKauBaja €ro, Korja OH He MOT' JAO0XKIaThbCA POAUTeNel.
Kaxk nmpuBesia MoTOM B CBOI0 KOMHATKY, HAllOUJIa YaeM U JOJIIO
yuTaJa cKasky npo KapicoHa, KOTOPBIH JXHUBET Ha KPBIIIIe.

«Her,— pemun od,— Heab3A HaM HoABOAUTL AHHY KoH-
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CTAHTUHOBHY. Mpb! 00A3aTeJIHLHO JOJUKHBI OBITH Ha MecTe K UX
BO3BpalleHu0. Jla 1 HaKasajia-To OHA MeHd CIIpaBefJUuBO — He
XBAJNUTh e Halo ObLIO 3a TO, YTO A He yMbIBajIcA!»

Ewe o gymag o TOM, 4TO €My He 0COOEHHO-TO IIOHPaBH-
JIUCHh BCe ITH 3apOciu TpaBbl. MosKeT GbIThb, OH B3TJISIHYJ OBI
Ha HUX II0-APyromy, ecjiii Obl paHbIle WHTEPEecOoBaJICH MHKYydyKa-
MU 1 KO3SBKaMIU.

Ho ero Gosblue MpuBJeKad OTULLI U TaKHe 3aMeTHBIE 3Be-
pH, KakK 3adll, BOJK, MeIBE/b...

3aiina oH Bujex Jasa pasa. OguH pas uU3fgajeKa, KOrjga TOT
nepeberas NoJissHy. A BTOPOI pas 3asll BBICKOYUJI IIOYUTHU W3-
nox Hor, 1 CepeaknH o6g3aTeJbHO ObI TOMMaJ ero, ecjau OLI He
pacTepsaica OT HeOKHUIAHHOCTH.

Bonka, a oco0eHHO MeBe A, eMy OUYeHb X0TeJOCh YBUAETh
B Jecy. Ho, yecTHO roBopsi, OH GOSJICA BCTPETUTHCS C HUMH,
KOrZa OHU He B KJIeTKe. BodncA-0osycs, a Bce paBHO XOTeJ.
Jns Toro, 4ToObl HeOpesKHO, KaK 0 caMOM OOBIZJEHHOM [eJie,
pPacckasaTh HOTOM pe0daTaM :

«Any g, 3Hauur, no 6epery. Bapyr cabliny: KTO-TO UAET 34
MHOHM. OrasauyJjcs — MeABeAb. I ocTaHOBUICA — M OH OCTaHO-
Bujca. Cmorpur. [lymaer, a ucnyrawchk u modery. Toapko MHe
HU KalleJabKU He OblI0 crpamuo. «IlyeTs,— mymaro,— CTOUT ce-
0e ¥ cMOTPUT. A d, He cllella, JaJjblle ToiAy». [Ipolien HeMHO-
ro, OrJIAHYJICA,— a OH BCe CTOUT Ha IIPpe)XHeM Mmecre. McnyraJ-
cs, He TOIIeJ JaJblle 32 MHOI».

KoneuHo, BcTpeya ¢ MypaBbeM, KOTOPLII He MeHbIle Te(a
POCTOM, TOKe 4YTo-HUOYAhL Aa sHauur. Tem Gonee uro y My-
pPaBbd, KOrJia Thl TAKOH »Ke, KaK OH,— BHUJHBLI CTPAIIHEIE YeJII0-
cru. Ho pasBe moBepur Kro-HHOYyAL B TO, YTO MypaBei —
CTPAIIHBIHN?

«Her,— pemmun CepegkuH,— 0 TOM, KaK # BCTPETHJCA C
PrrxukomMm, pacckaseiBaTh pe6sSTaM He CTOUT. 3acMeroT.
A Bampka I'pebuos u Burhka KpasunoB npuayMaioT HOBYIO
IPa3HUIKY. B Heil A cTaHy He 3aeJBIOBCKOIl ceJleAKO, a deM-
HUOyab MOXy:Ke».

U eme nmogyman CepeaxkuH, HaleBad IeCeHKY, O UyAaduKe
Mypasgeiikunoii. O ToM, uTo PBIXXUK IIpaB — HeJIb3s OGHKATE
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nepouex. A Mypageiikuny ocofenno. IloromMy, uTo y Hee GoJib-
Hasd MaMa H el Xyue, 4eM JPYyTHuM.

OH BCcIIOMHUJ, KaK MypaBelfKUHA IIBITAJaCh 3aTJASAHYTh B
rrasa, 1 eMy 3aXOoTeyJoch CKa3aTh el 4YTo-HHOYAb Xopollee,
JacKOBoOe.

CepeZKUH Jaske CMOPIUJICS, IMOIBICKHBAS NOIXOAAILVE
CJIOBA, BpoJe TaKuxX: «f HUKOTAA He paccTaHych ¢ TOGOMH...»
— bBoapno? — 03abouenHo cipocusia MypaBeliKuHA.

CepeaKuH TIOKPACHEJ, CJIOBHO €r0 YIWYUJIN B YEM-TO CThIJ-
HOM, M OTPHIATETbHO MOTHYJI I'OJICBOM.

W TyT Haj rocTaMy 3arynesio, 3aCTPEKOTAJIO, HOPHIB BeTPpa
B3'LEPOIINJI BOJIOCHI, M He yCIeJil OHH ONIOMHUTHCA, KaAK PAJOM
C HIIMU IPHU3eMJIUJIACh... GOMKbSI KOPOBKA.

OHa aKKypaTHO cjaoxuija U ydpania noJ HaJKpbLIbA CBOU
npo3pauHblie KPBIJIBINKY, oriaanena CeperrriHa u Mypaseii-
KHUHY.

— A —3a Bamu,— coolbmura CoxXbI KOpoBKa. Ha Helt
BUIHEJIVCE YePHEIE TOYKIH, CJOBHO HialllegKH Ha Tarcu.— Celi-
Yyac BOT HEMHOTrO OTHAOXHY U TOJETUM.

— Her,— ckaszagu Cepeaxna.— Hago enie ZoXaaTbca Pol-
JKIKa.

Ou yike He yIUBMJICA BeJUYHHE OOXKbel KOPOBKU H Dpe-
LI HHYeMy He YIUBISATHCA.

— TIIpn uem 31ech PBiIKUK,— rojocomM 36aJIOBAHHOT'O BO-
AHUTeJA TaKcH 3aMeTija 6oKbA KOpoBKa.— 1 He MMel HUKa-
KOro OTHOLIEHHUA K 53TUM PrIKUKaM. I'1aBHBIH MypaBeil moupo-
CILJI MeHS JOCTAaBUTEL Bac, U f JIIO0E3HO corsiacuiachk. I HUKOTO
He co0Mpalch KIaTh, IpolnaiiTe!

H Goxbs KOpoBKaA NPUTIOAHAJA HAXKPHIJIbS.

— Tur moaerums Ha He00? — ciipocuyia MypaBeMKUHA.

— K cBoMM [geTKaM, KOTOPble KyMAaWwT KOTJETKU? —
cupocua CepeaKuH.

— Yenyxa! — BockankHy7a GOKBA KOPOBKA U CJOMUJIA
Haakpeiaba.— Kakag yenyxa! Y npexcraBuTs TONBKO, YTO Ta-
KHe DJIYIIOCTH MHe IIPUXOAUTCA CJAyHaTh KaxAblil JeHb. Bensb
CTOUT KaKOMY-HUOYAbh MaJbYUKYy HJIHU JEeBOUYKE, a TO U B3POC-
Jomy Ganbecy, yBUAETh MEHs, KaK OHM 00sA3aTeJbHO IIOCAJAT
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Ha JIAfi0OHbL, 4 IOTOM HAYMHAIOT IETh 3Ty AYPanKyIo IIECeHKY.
Her y Mens Ha He0e HUKAKUX [EeTOK, KOTJIETOK M KOH(ETOK.
5 yaeraro, 4ToOBI He CJAyIIATh INIYIIOCTH.

— 910 wmyTKa,— ckazan CepeakuH.— Becenas myTKa.
Heyxenu Tl He TIOHUMAaEIIb ?

— Tak nowT 418 Toro, 4yroOnl Tebe Beceseil jJeTayloch,—
no6asuaa MypaBeiikuHa.

— Jly4iie GbI OCTABUJIN MEHS B TIOKO€,— OTBETUJA 60XbA
KOPOBKa.— A TO IIPHUCTAIOT KaKIBIH JeHb C OJHOU M TOH Ke
raynocteio. IloneruTe Bel uau Her? Ecau moseTuTe — 3aIl0JI-
3aliTe cCKOpee Ha CIIMHY U IIOKpelye AepPyKUTECH TAM, YTOOBI He
yIacTh.

Mypaseiikuna u CepeIKUH TTepPerjisHyJIVCh.

— Jlagno,— cxaszan Cepexkuu.— Ilonerum. Toabko TI
He CIIelIH. Y4TH, HaM HUKOrJa enle He IPUXOAUI0CH JeTaTh Ha
00XbUX KOPOBKaX...

OHn nmoacazun Mypaseiiknny. OHa mnogajia eMy PYKY, U
OHM YCTPOUJIUCH y CAMOI'0 OCHOBAHUA KPbIJIHEB.

— TotoB0? — cipocuia 60XbA KOPOBKA.

— ToroBbl! — KpuKHysa CepeIKHH U CBOOOAHOII PYKOH
nokpemnye o0xBaTua MypaseiikHHY.

BoxbA KOpoBKa pasABUHYJA IIHNpPe HAAKPLIJIbA, KPHIIbA
ee 3aTpelneTaJsii, U 3eMJIA CTAJa yIaJATHC.

— Bor 3p0poBo! — KpukHya CepeiKuH, IS BHUS.

— FEme Ov1! — oTo3Basmack 00)KbA XKopoBka.— fI Jeralo
TOJIBKO 110 BBICHIEMY KJIACCY...

TNABA TPETbsA

Nog kynonom xBowu

EnBsa 60)XbA KOPOBKAa KOCHYJach 3eMJM — K Heli IIoxode-
SXaJIM JBa MypaBbs, IOMOIJIH AETAM CIIYCTHTHCA M YCAYKJIHU-
BO ITIOAXBATHIIN UX IIOA PYKH.

— TsaxkesoraThle y Bac rocTH,— 3aMeTuUJIa 00MXKbSA KOPOB-
Ka, yIoJ3af B TPaBy.
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Cepegrxun u MypaBelikinHa He ycIleJH CAENaTh U ABYX Ila-
OB, KaK 3a3ByuaJia My3bIKa.

OpkecTp Ky3HEUNKOB, CUAALIUX B TeHU T'BO3AUKH, CHIIPaJI
PaZioCTHLIN IIPUBETCTBEHHbIIT Mapill.

A xorja 3aTUX NOCJEIHHII aKKOPJ, CO BCEX CTOPOH pas-
JaJINCh BO3IJIACHI:

«Jla sppaBcTByoT Hamu Apy3ba! IlycTs xpenHer Apy:xda
MexAy HaMUu 1 BaMu!»

— Buaums, kak Hac BcTpeualoT? — mienHyiaa Mypaseii-
KHHAa, 1 B enoTte ee CepeAKHH YCJBIIIAJ FrOPAOCTEL, CJIOBHO OHa
caMa IMpUHUMaJia y4YacTue B IOATOTOBKE BCTPeYM WIM Oblja
gJaJibHeil poJiCTBEeHHUNEU MypPaBbLEB.

— Buxy...— orBeTHN OH €ii ToXKe NmenoToM.— MeHsa Tak
HUKOrA ellle He BCTpevaJti.

Korpa yTHUXJau BO3rJachl, HABCTpeUy IOCTAM HZ IEPBHIX
PAIOB BRINEJ CTEIIEHHBIM Mypaeeii. B olmeil macce oH ocTa-
BaJicA He3aMeTHHIM. A Korza oiuesn,— Cepenkni u Mypaseii-
KUHA cpaly IIOHAJNU: DTOT CaMbili I'JiaBHBIM, CaMBIil yBaka-
eMBbIIi.

MypaBeii He crnema nogHAJCSA Ha HeGOJBIIOE 3EMJSHOE
RO3BLINIEHIE, PACIIOJOMEHHOE Ha Kpaid XOPollo YTOINTAHHOMI
IJIOHIAJ KM, OTJAAEN PSiAbl MyPaBbeB H oCpaTUICA K IOCTAM C
TAKOH peyublo:

— JHoporue npysbsa! Ham AaBHO X0OTeJIOCH BCTPETUTHCS C
BaMU B TaKoii 00CTalOBKE, KOrja MBI CMOKEM IOMATEH APYr
Apyra. U sro HakoHen nponsoiiyo. CTaB TAKMMU, KaX MbI, BbI
MOYKeTe CBOOOJHO BOITH B HAll MyPaBbUHBII T'OPOJX, YBUALTH
TO, Yero HHUKOrjga He cMoOrju Gbl YBUAETH, OCTaBaACh JIIOALMII
GosplIOTO poOCTa. BXoAuTe JKe K HAM, YYBCTByIiTe cefa Kak
goma!

1locsie xopoTkoi peun I'maBHEIN MypaBeil yapiOHyJICd I'O-
CTAM M IIPUTJIACHII UX NOAHATHCSA Ha BO3BBINIEHNE, BCTATH Pi-
JOM C HHI,

— VYpal.. Ypal..— zaxpuyaiii MypasBbH CO BCEX CTODOH.
— Hla 3xpaBCcTBYIOT HalIl roCcTH!

OpxkecTp 3aurpaJj MNOXOAHBIA Mapll, i MHMO BO3BbBIIIEHUSI
ABUHYJIHCH KOJIOHHBI MYPABhLEB.
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— OT0 UAYT HAlU CTPOMTEJH,— MOACHUN ['JIaBHBRIA My-
paseii, YKasblBad Ha KOJOHHEI, Ile KaXIbili HeC XBOUHKY, Ky-
COK JICTa WJIU IeCYUHKY.

— A 3T0 — coJagaTtel,— OH yYKazaJ Ha KOJIOHHBI MYypaBb-
eB, KOTOpBIe LI 0coB0eHHO CTDOMHO, CTapaTeJlibHO JEPsKa pasb-
Henle Ha I'maBHOro mypasbd.

— A rxe uger Peixxuk? — cupocun CepeaKid, BCIOMHUB,
4TG0 He BHIEJ ero ¢ TOro MOMEHTa, KOIJA TOT TMOKUHYJ UX B
mouckax 6oKbell KOPOBKU.

— PBIXKHK HaKaszsaH,— Nnpousnec [JaBHBIN MypaBeii.—
Ou JauneH nNpaBa IPUBETCTEBOBATH IOCTel, ITOTOMY UTO HE BBI-
MOJIHUJI IIPUKAa3, He IIPUBEJI BAC caMOH KOPOTKON ZOpPoroii u 3a-
CTaBHJ HacC BCeX JOJITO KIATh. 3h4ech HacueT 3TOro CTPOro,—
B3goxHys I'maBHb1l MypaBeii.— Jlaske ecin # He fenawo TOro,
YTO JOJIIKEH CAelaTh, Pa3 MEeHA HUKTO He MOJKeT HaKa3aTbh —
HaKa3bIBalo caM cels: He CILII O TeX Iop, IoKa He cAesJal B
noatopa pasa 6oapme. Bears 66110 Ob1 HECIIpaBe IUBO, €CJN OBL
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4, Tpebyd oT ZPyrux, He TpeGoBaJ Obl TOTO JKe OT caMoro cebs.
Bul corsacHbt?

— Mzsl coraacHbl,— ckaszasa MypaseiikuzHa.— Xord, IO
TIpaBe roBOp#, MHE ellle HUKOrAa He y[aBaJjoch caMoil ceOd Ha-
KaselBaTh. CTpaHHO KaK-To!

— W mHe ToOXke,— npusHaica CepefKuH.— ITO, HaBep-
HOe, XyJe TOro, Korga Teb6a HaKkasblBaloT Apyrue.

— Hamuzoro xye...— JJOBEPDUTEJIHLHO cKazan IJIaBHBIA
MypaBeii.— A BOT MAYT Halli 3aroToBUTENN KopMma! — Boc-
KJIUKHYJ oH.— CMOTpUTE, CMOTPUTE, KaK OHU IIOCTapaliuCh
paau Baiiero npuosITusa!

HelicTBUTEeNbHO, 3aroTOBUTENM IIOCTapajiiCch Ha CJIaBY.
Hesp3a 6p1y10 63 BOCXUIEHHS CMOTPETh, CKOJBKO BKYCHOTO
co0payu OHM AJiA rocTel.

Yero TOJILKO HE OBLIO!

KycouYKku HIOK0J0/a U THPOKHOr0, KOHGEeT U cJOOHBIX Oy-
Jouek. MaJsuHa, 3eMIAHUKA, YePHUKA...

A B caMOM KOHIle KOJIOHHBI AECATh MYpPaBbEB KaTHJIH
KJIyOHUYHHY, TAKYIO CIIeJIyI0, YTO Ka3aJjioch, OYATO OHa rje-TO
CcllelHaJIbHO 3peJia IJiA TOPXKEeCTBeHHOro cayJas.

— Vpa! — kpuknya CepeIKUH U X0TeJ CIPLIT'HYTL C BO3-
BLIIIEHU A, IOMOYb MYypPaBbAM.

— Crom... cTomn...— yaepxan ero I'saBHBIA MypaBeii 3a
pykaB pyOamku.— OHu cnpasatca u 6e3 Tebs. He cosgaBait
6ecrmopazka. KaxaAbIii f0o1KeH 3aHUMATHCA CBOMM JI€JIOM.

— J3apascrByiiTe! — cxkazan CepeakuH.— Bo-epBHIX, ¥y
MeHs ceiiuac HUKaKoOro Jiejla HeT. A BO-BTODBIX, pa3Be ILJIOXO
TIOMOYE KOMY-HUOY AL ?

— Ilomomp Xopoua Torga, Korga OHa IIoJie3Ha,— HacTa-
BUTEJIbLHO Nporosopusi 'siaBHBI MypasBeii.— A OecrnoJse3Has
IIoMOIb TOJBKO cOBaeT U MemaeT paboratb. OX,— B3ZOXHYJ
OH,— MHe KaXeTcd, 4YTO 3aroTOBUTENH IlepecTapaiuch. He
TIOMHIO f 4YTO-TO TaKo# KJIyOHMYMHBLI B Hameii crpade. Hasep-
HOe, OHU NMPOHHKJIU Ha YYKYI0 TePPUTOPUIO, UTOOEI Jydlle BEI-
IMoJHUTH 3aganue. He Ob1sio OBl M3-3a 3TOro KPYNHBLIX HEIIPHUAT-
HocTel... ['1aBHBIN 3aroToBUTENh, KO MHE! — KPUKHYJ OH.

ToscThiit MypaBeii cTapaTeJLHO 3aCEMEHHJI, YCJHIIIAB
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npukas. Ero myuunna oaslmxa. KopoTkne HOrm CrmoTeIkajiuch.
Brrio 3aamMeTHO, YTO MEHBIIE BCEr0 €My XO0TeJOCh OKa3aThCd Te-
pex I'mapHBIM MypaBbEM.

— f 3gech...— XpHUIJIO CKa3aJ OH U OCTAHOBUJICA Ha IIO-
YTHTEJILHOM PacCTOSHUH.

TnaBubBII MypaBeil IIocMOTpeJ Ha HEro HCHBITYONM
Ba3raagoM. CJIOBHO 3apaHee XOTeJ OIpPeAeJUTh: IPaBAy CKa-
JKEeT 3arOTOBUTEJE UJIH HeT.

— Brl cobupaJsiu yromeHue iHa CBoeil TeppuUTOpPHUHN? —
CIIPOCHJI OH.

— Ha cBoei#i, TOJBKO Ha CBOE€MH...— IIpoJieneTasa ToJ-
CTAK.— YecTHOE CJIOBO...

— A kay6HuuyusHa? — I'maBHBIN MypaBei IolueBeana yca-
Mu.— ¥V Hac KIyOHUKA He pac're'r.

— AxX, 3ra arogxa?..— 3arOTOBHUTENE 3aMSAJICA M OTBEJ
rinasa.— OHa pocna Ha caMoii rpaHuIe ¢ BaajeHuamu Hyxa-
Bponzosuxa. Ho Gosbliast yacTs Aroasl Gblja Ha Hauleil cTopo-
He. YecTHoe ¢JI0BO. MBI cOpBaJiii €e 10 BCEM IIpaBUJIaM clipa-

BeJIJIUBOCTH.
— A BpOH30BUK HUYEro He cKazaj?
— Ero "e 0s1710... Boob11e-TO...— 3aTrOTOBHUTEJIH 3aTOIITAJI-

cd Ha MecTe,— ecJii ObI He TAaKOM TOPMKEeCTBEeHHbIH cJiydaii,—
OH BEKJUBO IOKJOHHJICcA MypaBeitkuHoit 1 CepeIKUHY,— MBI,
KOHeYHO, He cTanu Onl ee 6paTh. Ho Beab HaM XOTEJIOCH XOPO-
IO YTOCTUTH HaIIUX rocrei!

— Yro caenaHo — To cAeaaHo,— ckasay I'maBHbI Mypa-
Bel U TSAMKEJ0 B3JOXHYJI.— IX! — He BBIIep2KaB, 100aBUJI OH.—
He crouno ceasviaThes ¢ JKyxkoMm-BpouzoBukom. OH GONbIIOLL
ceaupgaauct. I yeepen: Jyk eme ce6a nokaker. Bo-nepBobIX,
NpUMeTCcA YTBepKJaTh, OVATO GOJBIIAA YACTh ATOALI CBEIIHU-
BaJjiach Ha €ro CTOPoHy. A BO-BTOPBIX, €CJIK HAM U yJZacTCH JO-
Ka3aTh, B YeM A COMHEBAIOCh, YTO 3TO He TaK,— IIOTPedyeT BO3-
BpaTHUTh Ty YacTh, Ha KOTOPYIO HMEET IIPaBo.

— O06 »3TOoM #A He mNOAyMAaJ..— BHHOBATO IIOTYIUJICA
T'narublii 3aroTroBuTenb.— JlaBaliTe cpa3y oTZaAuM eMy I0JIO-
BUHY?!

— BecnosesHo,— KauyuyJ royosoii I'nmaBHBI# Mypaseil.—
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CxaHAaJMCT He yAOBJIeTBOpPUTCH... KaK TJI0OX0 INOJYYHJIOCEH! —
BOCKJIMKHYJ OH, Bce GoJubule u GoJbllle BoJHYsichk.— U mepen
rocTaMHu HeJaoBKo. Hamo Oblyio 3apaHee AoroBopuThed ¢ Bpou-
30BHKOM. Bul — I'staBHBIN 3aroroBuTenb. M 06A3aHLI JHEM 1
HOUYBI0 NOMHUTEL CJIOBA APEBHUX JIOJeH; KOTOPHIE XPaHATCH Y
Hac B IIOMeNeHU MYZAPBIX Mbiciael: «KTo He gymaer o Iio-
CJIeACTBHAX, TOMY cyAbba He xpyr»!

— TIIpomy mpoleHbs,— He 3Hafd, KyJa €My OTBECTH IJia-
3a, mpoJieneras I'maBHBIH 3aroroBuTenb.— Hakamxure! d roros
He cIIaTh [0 TeX IOp, IOKa He MCIPaBJIO OMOKYy M He IIpeny-
CMOTPIO el AECATE...

— IIpocrure, mpocTure ero...— nonpocuin MypaBeiku-
Ha u CepegKuH.

— Jlagmo,— cmaruuica IsaBHBINT Mypaseii,— Ha 3TOT
pas He cTaHy HaKa3blBaTh. AX, KaK 00MIHO, UYTO MBI TaK YaCTO
B YeM-HUOyAb fa omrubaemcs!

— Cnacub6o... I Bac moHaAJ...— I'TaBHBIII 3aroToBUTENb,
KJIAHAACH, IIONATHJICA Ha CBOE MECTO.

— Ilogymaems,— ckazan Cepeakul,— JHyk-BpoH30OBUK.
Ja nycTs OH TOJBKO cyHeTcs, 9TOT JLyK!

— TBr Bce eme 3abbIBaemsb, 4YTO CTaJI MAaJEeHBKUM,—
yab1ouysicsa I'naBHbIil Mmypageil.— JKyk Temeps Bo MHOro pas
6oJblre TeOA.

— Hy u uyro!l..— noxaya niaeuamu Cepeaxun.— Eciu ox
B3 yMaeT BOCIOJb30BATHCA CBOEH CHJIOM ceifuac, IIOKa S Ma-
JIeHBKWIi, eMy ellle XyJKe CTaHeT, KOrja A CHOBAa CTaHy O0Jb-
muM. Ilyere JKyK To)Ke He 3a6bIBaeT cJoOBa [APEBHHUX JIOAeil:
«KT10 He 1ymaeT o mociezcTBUAX, TOMY cyAs6a He Apyr!..»

— A 4 HUKoOIJa He AyMai0 O IIOCJeACTBUAX,— Nepeduia
Cepegxunna MypasBeiikuna.— Kakasg CKyka — AyMaTh O HHX.
Ilo-MoeMy, HUYEro HET Ha CBeTe HeHHTepecHee sToro. Bapyr 6u1
{1 B3dAJIa U IogyMaJsa, 4ro CepeIKHMH OCTaBHUT KOTAA-TO MeHSA
OJHYy B I'IyXoM Jecy. Kak ObI 8 Torga MorJia Cc HUM APYKUTH?
Her, nyynie He AyMaTh O IOCHeACTBUAX.

— A pasBe # MOTy OCTaBUTH Te0A OAHY B TJIYXOM Je-
cy? — Bompocom Ha Bompoc orBeTus Cepeaxun.— Hamo xe,
A0 Yero MoryT LOAYyMAaThCHA AeBYOHKH!..

34



MypagseiiHUK OBIJ BBINIIe BHICOTHOIO J0Ma. BXOZBI-BBIXO-
ABbI BUAHEINCH He TOJILKO BHU3Y, a M Ha caMoii MaKyllKe Ky-
mona. U Bciogy xomommiuck MypaBbM. CepejKUH 3aMeTHJI:
OHMU C JIIOGOIIBLITCTBOM IIOTVISABIBAIOT HA rOCTeil, He IIpeKpanas
paboTsI ¥ He 3ajaBafA BOIIPOCOB.

U eme oH 3aMeTHJI: OJHH BXOJBI-BBIXOABI MypaBbH OT-
KPBLIBAKT, a APyrue — 3aKpPHIBAIOT.

YBUJZETT OH U TeX «TMJAYIbIX», KOTOPhle CTAPaTEJLHO TallH-
JIU XBOUHKY, KaK €My KasaJjioch, TO Ha MypaBeHHUK, TO ¢ MYy-
paBefHUKA.

Teneps eMy CTaJI0 TOHATHO: MyPaBbH 3aMEHAIOT HOBBIMU
XBOMHKAMM CTapbieé — PEMOHTHDPYIOT, BCeé BpeMd OOHOBJIAIOT
CTeHBI ¥ KPHIIIY CBOETO TOPOAA.

— A mouemy,— cupocus o y I'taBHOrO MypaBbs,— OHHU
TO OTKPBIBAIOT, TO 3aKPLIBAIOT BXOABI-BBIXOARL?

— [lna Toro, 4uToOn B MypaBeiiHUKe Bcerja Obljla ogHa
U Ta e TeMIlepaTypa M AJiA nNpoBerpuBaHua. PasBe Tebe Hpa-
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BUTCH, KOrJa B TBOEM JoMe AYIIHO M — TO JKapKoO, TO XO-
Ja0xHO?

— BorT oHo uTo! — yausaenno ckasan Cepeakuna.— Ho s
BUJKY ellle MyPaBEEB, KOTOPble HUUYEro He JAeJaloT — II0JI3al0T
NIPOCTO TaK. A HEKOTOpHIe U3 HUX Ja’Ke He II0J3aI0T — JIeXKAT
OKo0JIO BX0J0B. PazBe y HUX BBIXOAHOI1 AeHb?.. Uinu oHu pacCo-
TalT BO BTOPYIO CMeHY ?

— Her... 1 st paboraior,— nosgcHun I'JaBHBIE Mypa-
Beii.— Pabora y HUX TaKkad. ¥ Bac, Jojeii, cHenuaJuCcTsl IO
MypaBbAM Ha3bIBAIOT HX TenjoHocaMu. OHM KYIIalOTCHA B COJI-
HeuyHBIX JyuYaX. Korga Harpemorcsa, mHabepyT MHOro TeIJja,—
Oeryr B riiy0uHy MypaBeiHMKA U TaM, B HUJKHHUX 9TaKaxX, KO-
TOpLIE COJIHIIE He MOJKET IIPOrpeTh, OCTaBJISAIOT TEILJO.

— HWwm vHago mHoro OeraTts B3aj-Bleped,— 3aMeTusa My-
paBeiikuHa.— OHM YTO, KaK B Hamux gomMax O0aTapeu OTOII-
JgeHus?

— Bor umenHO,— yabiOHyJcA I'aBHBIN MypaBeil.— B He-
KOTOPOM PO/e.

— Yygeca! — Bocxutunace Mypaseiikuna.— Kakx 37ech
Bce HeOoOBIUHO, HHTEepeCHO. A IoYeMy MBI MAEeM BCE BHINle I
Beilze? Passe Te BXOAbBI-BLIXOAbI, KOTOPEIE OJMae, He AJIS Hac?
Wy B HUX MOKHO 3a0ayauThCa?

— 3a0nyauThcA B HAIlMX IIepexojax Jierde JerKoro,—
ckasaJt ['maBHbBIH MypaBeit.— J[J1s TOro, XTo HU pa3y He OLIBAJ
B MYPaBbUHOM TOpoJe, OHU IOXOXU Ha Jaabupuntel. Ho co
MHOH BBI He 3abaygutech. Ceiiuac, ceiiuac... MBI yiKe TIOUYTU
JOCTUIJIU BX0Ja B IMoMeleHue Briciero cosera.

— Oi#f, a 3T0 uTO eme? — BOCKJMKHYJIa MypaBeikuua,
YBUAEB KpacHBbIii BeTok. Kasasock, OH OB He BOTKHYT B
XBOUHBII KYIIOJ, a POC HA HEM.

— Hamu mo0urenn IpeKpacHOTO IIOCTaAPANNCh,— C I'OP-
IocThio oTBeTHJ ['J1aBHBIN Mypaseii.— B dyecTs Balllero susura.
U eme obpaTuTe BHUMaHuUe Ha NIPUBETCTBEHHLIN JIO3YHT.

Hap ramaBHEIM BXOZOM, IIMPOKO OTKPBITHIM JAJIA I'CCTEIl,
U3 Pa3HOIIBETHEHIX, aKKYpPaTHO pas3pe3aHHBIX JIeIeCTKOB OBLIO
BBLIOXK€EHO, CJIOBHO TIpuKJeeHo: «Jlo6po moskasoBaThk, JOpO-
rue Mypageiikuna u Cepegxkus!»
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— Tlockopee, moueMy BBl TaK THXO Ios3ere?! — KpHK-
Hya I'maBHBI MypaBei rpyline MypaBbeB, KOTOpPad Ha IIOYTH-
TeJEHOM PaCCTOAHUM JBHUTrajlack BBepX 3a I'IaBHBEIM MypaBb-
€M U TOCTAMH.

— Mpe=I ciemuM...— oTo3BaJjica I'sraBHBINH 3arOTOBUTEND.

MosxHo OBIJIO 3aMETUTH: OH LEHCTBUTENBHO CIEITHJI H30
BCEX CUJI, cTapafick AOTHATEHL CBOMX ToBapuiueii. Ho Bce Bpemsa
OTCTaBaJI: CJUIIKOM THMKEJIO €My OBIJI0 I0J3TH Ha CBOUK KO-
POTKUX HOMXKaX U C TOJICTBIM ¥KHBOTOM.

— He cyauTe o meM 1o BHelIHeMY BUAY,— cKaszaJj I'as-
HBIM MypaBe#, 3aMeTHB HacCMeUJUBYI yJaABIOKY Ha jaune Ce-
peaKuHa.— ITO OYEeHb HCHNOJHUTEJLHBIH ¥ Pa3yMHBIH Mypa-
Beii. Opna Oema — ect mHorosaTo. CKOJBKO pasz A roBOPUJI
emy: «CTOoJIBKO ecTh — BpegHO IJd 3a0poBba!..» Ho 4To moge-
Jaemb,— I'siaBHbIA 3aroToBuTenas! IIpUBBIK Tpo6OBaTH, BKYC-
HYIO JH ey 3aroTaBJUBAIOT ero noguuHeHHole. K KoHIy AHA,
OnIBaeT, TaKk HalpobGyerca,— XOTb Ha Hocuikax Hocu. He xo-
yeT, 4yToObl Y HAaC JKXHUBOTHI O0JIEH OT IIJI0XO0MH efbl.

— Kak remHo!..— BockaukHysa MypaBeiikuHa, Mar{Hys
B MypaBeiiHUK.— JIerko He TOJIbKO 3a06JyauThcs, a U cebd Io-
TepATH B TaKoll TeMHoOTe... I yiKe, KalKeTrcd, rmoTepsja.

— Jepskucsy 3a Mens,— ckasdan CepefKUH.— ITO cpa3y
IMocJie COJIHEYHOro CBeTa Ka’KeTcA TaK. §l Toxke ene BHXKY,
Kyfa UALy.

— QOcTopoiKHee, He CIOTKHUTECh,— Ipeaynpeaus I'ias-
HbIlT Mypaeeil.— Celiyac cTaHeT cBeTJee.

W geiicTBUTENBLHO, TOTYAC BIIEPEeAN 3aMepLASU rojyooBa-
Thle OrOHbKH. VX craHoBMJIOCH Bce OoJjblle, CJIOBHO TI'Ae-TO
BKJIIOYHJIY JIaMIBI JHEBHOIO CBETA.

— Hy, kak? — cnpocua I'naBHBIl MypaBeii, Korga Imepe-
XOIbI OCBETUJIUCH TaK, UTO MOJKHO OBLJIO YBHIAETH KaKAYIO
XBOMHKY.

— ¥YauBurensHo! — npousHecina MypaseiikuHa. — MHe
KaJyKeTcd, YTO A UAy II0 yiaHnaM BedepHero ropoga. Toseko
3/Iech COBCEM THUXO — He CJAbIHO MaumuH. [la u BooOme HUyero
He CJIBIIIHO.

— Ceityac MBI HAXOAUMCA B CaMOM IleHTpPe,— IIOACHUJI
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T'naBueIll Mypaseil.— OcTaeTcs IMOBEPHYTHL HaJIeBO U BOWTU B
nomelneHue Bricmero cosera.

— A orrkyza cBer? — CepegxkuH oraagenca.— Yy Bac
9JIEKTPOCTaHIMA paboTaeT?

— Hert,— noxauaJy roJsosoii I'masusiii MmypaBeii.— Daex-
TPOCTAHIUY y Hac HeT. M nmpoBoxoB, JaMIouek — Toxxe. Bor,

CMOTPUTE...
OH TmoJBeJI rocTeil K OZHOMY U3 yIriyOJIeHUIl B CTEHE.
— T'uunymka...— paszodyapoBanHo nIpoTAHyJa Cepenxkus,

YBHUJAEB TPYXJABBIH 00JIOMOK.— A modueMy cBeTa He OBIJIO cpa-
3y, Korja Mbl BOULIN? — CIIPOCHJI OH M, ’KeJjiad elje pas yoOe-
JIUTECA B TOM, YTO Nepel] HUM 'HUJIYIIKA, MOLLYIaJ ee.

— Tsor a06o3HaTeNIeH,— YIOBJETBOPeHHO 3aMeTuJy I'ias-
HBIM MypaBeil, Korjga OHU MOIUIN JaJiblie.— ITO OYEeHBL XODPO-
1ro. OTBevYalo Ha BOIPOC: KOIJa MBI BOIILJIM, Thl He BUAEJ CBeTa
TIOTOMY, YTO BC€ THUJYIIKH... HET, CKaXKeM 0oJiee Hay4YHO, .BCE
HCTOYHUKH CBeTa OBLIU IPHUKPBHITHI 3AIUTHLIMH JUCTHIAMU.
Mg1 peilKo «BKJIOYAEM» OCBEIleHNHe — JIeTKO o0XoauMca u 0es3
vero. Ho mHoOrza HamMm Xouercs,— a CerogHs MMEHHO TaKoil
JleHb! — 4TOoOBI B Halllem ropoge OblJIo CBeTJO, KaK yTpoMm. Tor-
Ia 3alMTHBIE JUCThA yOUPAOTCA U BCE IIepeXojbl U IIoMeIle-
HUSA HAIIEro ropojia ocBemanTcs... Ho BOT MBI M HPHILJINA, IIPO-
Iy BaC IOBEPHYTH HAJIEBO,— OH VCJAYIKJIUBO OTCTPaHUJICH,
npollycKasd rocrteii B 3aJ Beiciiero cosera.

Tam oxazaJjoch ele CBeTJee.

IloBclofy : Ha cTeHaX U B NOTOJIKE — BUIHEJUCH yIyyoJe-
HHfA, H3 KOTOPBIX CTPYUJICA CIIOKOWHEBIN CBET.

A B LIeHTpe 3aJ1a, HAJ OOJBIIKM CTOJIOM, BEITOUEHHBIM U3
KYyCKa JOODPOTHOM COCHOBOIi KOpPbI, BHCeJa I'pPpoMajHasi JIOCT-
pa — O0BaJIBHBIM KYCOK AWYHOII CKOPJYIIBI, JO CaMOr'o Bepxa
HaIlOJHEeHHBIH CBEeTAIMMCA AepPeBOM.

CxBO3b OTBepCcTHA, IIPOJieJIaHHBIE B CKOPJIYIIE, CBET IlaaJl
IpAMO Ha CTOJI.

JIlocTpy HaJleKHO yAEpPKHUBAJIU KPellKue HHUTU ITayTHHBI.

Ha 0osiee TOHKMX HUTAX CBEIIMBAJWCL YKpalleHUs —
MHOM€ECTBO MIAPUKOB 3aCTHIBIIEH THTAPHOMN CMOJIBI.

Cros MMes1 He coBceM OOBEIYHYI (POPMY: OAHA CTOPOHA
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ero Oblia crenaHa MpaMoi. Y1 TaM CTOAANO BBICOKOE KpecJo,
CILJIETeHHOE U3 OTOOPHOM 3€7eH0I XBOH.

N 6e3 o0bacHenuii ObIJIO IOHATHO: 3TO MecTo I'JiaBHOTrO
MypaBbs.

OT NpAMOI CTOPOHBI CTOJI YAJHUHAJCHA, IPUHUMASA OBAJb-
HYI0 GOpPMY, ¥ 3aKaHYMBAJICS IOJYKDPYXKbEM.

Bokpyr croJia crosiiu Kpeciia IIOMeHbIIe, U IpeaHasHa-
4aJuch CHU AJIA OCTAJbHBIX YJIeHOB BrIciilero cosera.

— Pacnoaaraiitech,— npursacus Bcex I'siaBHBIH Mypa-
Bell U IPUABUHYJ JBa KpecJjia K CBOeMYy: OZHO, cJeBa, ajada My-
paBelKUHOH, Apyroe, cipasa, s CepelxkuHa.

MypaBbu, Bce BpeMdA CJeAOBaBIlIie Ha HEKOTOPOM pac-
CTOAHUHU, PACIOJ3JIHNCEH II0 CBOMM MECTaM.

— 0-x0-X0...— TaXKeJ0 B3XoXHYyN IJ1aBHBINI 3aroToBHU-
TeJb.

CepeskuH 3aMeTHJI, KaK PAJOCTHO OJECHYJH €ro riasku
U KaK IIOBeJl OH ycaMH, YBUJEB Ha CToJie CO0JIa3HUTEeJIhHOe
yrolieHle — ropbl ¢cjJazocTeil Ha Omofax 13 6epe3oBbIX JIUCTh-
€B, ArOoAbl B Ba3aX U3 ILBETOB KOJOKOJBYUKOB M KallJIX POCHI,
coOpaHHbIe B YalleYKU TAKUX I[BETKOB, O KOoTOPhIX CepelKuH
He UMeJI HU MaJieiliero IpeacTaBIeH A,

— HWrak,— ckazasa I'smasHbIil MypaBeil, Korjga Bce yce-
aucek.— IIpomosxum Haie 3HaKOMCTBO. Ilepex enmoit 4 xouy
HAIIOMHHTBL BCEM MypPaBBAM BrIcIIero copera: He HaJO XBa-
TaTh 0oJNblINe KYCKM — MOJKHO IIOJAaBUTHCHA, a KpoMe TOro,
5TO0 HenpuauuyHo.— OH BBIPA3UTEJBLHO ITOCMOTPeN Ha [JaBHO-
ro 3aroTOBUTENA U IMOAOLBHHYJ I'OCTAM 0JI0fa, Ha KOTOPBIX
Jesxasy caMble BKYCHBIE CJIACTU U ATOABI.

— Cnacu6o0,— ckasana MypaBeifkuHa K OTHIUIIHYJIA KY-
COYEK CaMOT0o BKYCHOI'O IUPOKHOTO.

— Cnacu6o,— ckaszajy CepeAKUH 1 OTIIPABHJI B POT KYCOK
caMoii cresoi KAyOHUYUHBI.

— He crecHsailiTeCh...—— Togloapua rocreii I'1aBHBIN MYy-
paBeii.— MokeT, BBl XOTUTE IONPOOOBATE dUero-Hubyan He-
OoGBEIYHOr0, MOJIOKA TJI€l, Hanpumep?..

— Her, Herl..— B y»xace samaxasa pyxkamu Mypaseii-
KUHA.
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A CepeAKMH IpoeBasJ KYyCOK KJAYOHUYHMHBI M CKasal,
BCIIOMHUB O TOM, 3a4€M OHH IIPHIILIM

— Hawm 08I gocTaTh MypPaBBEUHOM KUCJIOTHL...

— Kucaorei? — ygusuiaca I'masHBIl congat.— Heysxe-
au BHI ee neere? Py, Kakag ragocts! Mbl OpeIdraeM KHCJIOTOI
Ha Bparos, Korga HanajaeM HJIY 3al{l{aeMCH...

— Her, He nbem,— ckaszana MypaseiikuHa.— OHa HyX-
Ha, 4ToOBI HATHPAThL PYKU B HOoru Moeil mame. Torga y Hee uc-
Yye3HeT PeBMATHU3M U IlepecTaHeT 00JIeTh cepaile.

— MypaBpuHafA KUCJOTA He IIOMOraeT OT TaKuX 0oses-
Hell,— NoxauaJ royoBoii I'slaBHBIH JoKTOp.— Hamo penatTs
yKoJbl. B Hamux 6oapHHIAX Tak 6e300/Ie3HEHHO JeJaloT UX,
yro 00JBHBIE AaXKe He 3aMevanT 3Toro. He XoTuUTe JIM MOIIPO-
6oBaTh?

— Yro BHI, uTo BHI! — mcHmyraJsiace MypaBelKMHa.—
Bousbiie Bcero Ha cBeTe s 6010CH YKOJIOB!

— MU eme Ooxbllle BCcero Ha cBeTe OHa OOUTCH NATYUIEK,—
He BeIZepskay CepefKHH.— YX, KaK oHa ux Gourca!l

— W  aarymex...— cMmylleHHO IIpuaHajsack Mypaseii-
KHHA.

— JHIna Toro, uToObl cepAle 4yBCcTBOBaJOo ceba xopoiuo,
HaZo KUTH B XOopolleM AoMe,— cKasaJj I'J1aBHBIH CTPOUTEID.

— W pom sTOT KoJsIKeH HAXOAUTHCS B MECTHOCTH C XOPO-
IIMMU KJIUMaTHYEeCKUMH YCJIOBUAMM,— JAoNoJHuJ. I'JsaBHBIH
reorpad.

— TIlopmosxgure...— 1npepBaJ ero I'IaBHBIH YyYHTEJb, JIUC-
Tad 3alUCHYI0 KHUKKY, CIHIUTYIO H3 KAaKUX-To OeJBIX JierecT-
KOB.— ¥ MeHs 3alucaHO Ha3BaHUE I[BETKa, KOTOPBIM IToMora-
et oT GoJe3Hell cepaia...

— Taxkoil 1yBeTOK €CTh...— 3aJYMUYUBO IMPOH3HEC Mypa-
Bell, Ha KoToporo CepefiKHH o0paijaJ MeHBIIe BCero BHUMaA-
HUS — HaCTOJIBKO THXO TOT CUZeJ 3a cToJoM.— BbI, MoJoaoii
4YeJIOBeK, OMU0JINCh,— THXUH MypaBeil BHUMATEJbHO MOCMOT-
pea Ha CepegkuHa.— MypaBpuHad KHCJIOTAa He IoMoraer.
A pacTeHle, KOTOPOe JIEUUT cepAlle, HAa3LIBAETCA JKUBHUIBETOM.
Ho pacTreT 0HO B TaKHX IrJIyXuUX MecTraX, d4TO HaiiTH ero o4t
HEBO3MOMKHO...
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— Kro 3T10? — menorom cnpocun Cepeakun I'taBHoro
MypaBbA.

— Tumre...— npomenTtayg I'JaBHBIH MypaBeil.— ITo HaIU
T'nasueiit yuensriti. OH Bce 3Haer. JlaxXe TO, Yero He MOJKET
OBITE...

— A...— nonumawome orBerns Cepeaxkus.— Cpegu Jio-
Jeil Tose MHOro ydesHboix. OHM TaK MHOTrO 3HAIOT, UTO A UX ha-
JKe 0oioch, X0TA HH OJHOI'O U3 HUX MOKAa He BUAEI.

— Her, A caumKoM Majo 3Hal0,— II0OKa4aJ TroJIOBOH
T'naBHBIN y4YeHBIl.— A XoTesoch OBl BCe 3HATH... KCau aeBodY-
Ka U MaJIbYMK IIOJKeJIaloT, $ IIocJieé KOe O UeM PacCKayKy MM.
Benrn onu, HaBepHOe, fa'ke He IOAO3PEBAIOT, YTO MEI 3HAEM O
JIOAAX ropasgo 0oJbllie, YeM UM Ka’KeTCd...

— M o Hac BuI 3Haere OCoJblle, 4YeM HaM Kakerca? —
cupocusia MypaBeiikuHa.

— KoneuHno,— otBetus I'maBHbIi yuyennrii.— Ham orgen
HaOJI0geHNi 3a JIOALMH 3HAET O Bac Ja’Ke TO, Yero Bel 0 cebe
He 3HaeTe.

— Oxl..— cwexunca Cepegkua.— HKyTs Kakad...

— ¥ Bexp ropopus,— I'JaBHBIM MypaBeil yAOBJIETBOPEH-
HO YJHIOHYJICA.— YUYeHBIi 3HAeT U TO, Yero He MOJKeT OBITb...
JApysbs! — BO3BEICHJ OH rojoc.— MBI Xopollio MoeJH U IOro-
Bopuiu. [laBajite mobimarogapumM Hamux rocreit. Um Hago oT-
HAOXHYTE.

— Banarogapum! — Xopom cKazajJi MypaBbu U 3alleBe-
JIUJINCH, IOKUAAA CBOU MECTA.

— W HaMm Hajo nmobiarofapuTh UX,— uienHyJJa Mypasgeii-
KuHa Cepefxuny.

— IloGnaromapu TeI,— mierioroMm oTBetua CepefKUH.—
Y Teba HexHEe MOJYydIUTCA.

MypagBeiikuna yMosdwome IocMorpena Ha Cepegxuiua:
«Pa3Be ThI He MyKuuHa!» — rOBOPUJI ee B3TJIAL.

— Jlagno,— coruacuaca CepeZKuH u BCTaJ, IJUXOpPaNoy-
HO BCIIOMHHAas BCEBO3MOJKHEIE 0JIarOJapPCTBEHHBIE CJIOBA.

— Opny MUHYTKY! — ocTaHOBMJI Bcex IJlaBHBIH Mypa-
Beit.— Hami 10uB1i1 APYT co6upaeTcs 4TO-TO CKa3aTh...

Bce samepsnu B oKUIaHNN.
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«Bor npoxnaTee! — gymaa Tem Bpemenem CepegruH.—
C uero 6bI HAYaTH?..»

— 3HaeTe,— HEOXHAAHHO AJA ce0A BHINAJIUI OH.— BEHI
HaM O4YeHb ITIOHPaBMJIUCH! '

«4TO0 A roBOpK...— B OTYadHUU noaymas oH.— Hapgo cka-
3aTh HEYTO 3allOMHUHAIOUIEeeCa, 3HAUYUTEJIbHOE... IX, KaJb, HET
3Meck Halileii BOCIMTATEJBHUIBI, OHA IIOJACKAa3aJa Obl YMHEIE
CJIOBA...»

— Jla 6xaromapu TEI, OJ1arofZapU...— YCJIBILAJI OH HeAO-
BOJBHEBL mWenor Mypasgelikunoii.— Heysxean He MosKellb CKa-
saTh: «Cnacubo BaM...»

N Cepengruu ckasanu:

— CnacuGo BaM, Bce 6LII0 TpPycCTIIO.
Ham paccraBaTtbcsl ouellb BKyCHO.

Cragzas 1 caM pacrepsdaJcd.

A MypassU B HSIOYMEHIH IPUTOAHAIH YCBI.

MypagBelikuHa pacKpslja poT.

IlepeeiM ouyxaJsica I'smaBHBINE MypaBeii. OH KallNAHYI U
cAesiaJ BUX, YTO He 3aMEeTUJI HecypasuIlbl.

BropeiM npumen B cedsa I'maBHBIN yueHBIH. 3aAyMYuBO
IIOCMOTpEJ Ha CBEPKAIoIe IMOABECKH JIOCTPhI U BAPYI BOC-
KJIUKHYJI :

— IIpexpacuo! Ham 10HEBIHM APYr NpeAsoRKUI HAM IOITU-
YecKylo 3arafiky. Bpaso... Bpaso... Kak ToHKo nmpuaymaHo!
Ilonayany, yCciAmRIIAB €e, YYBCTByellb ce0A HeMHOro omapa-
HIeHHBIM. A BCEro-tTo, 0KasblBaeTrcsd, HaJlo IepPecTaBUThL MOCJE-
Hlie cJI0oBa cTpoueK. HacKOJBKO f MOHMMAKW B IT033HH, MOJIO-
0¥ 4eJIOBEK BEIPA3UJICA TaK:

«Cnacr6o BaM, Bce OblJI0 BKYCHO.
Hawm paccTaBaTbLCs OYEHL I'PYCTHO»,

— W HaM, U HaM IPYCTHO pacCTaBaThCA! — 3allyMesu
MypaBbH.

A TnaBHBII 3arOTOBHUTENHh COBCEM PacUYyYBCTBOBAJICA U 00-
uaa CepegKHHA.

— ¥ Bac HeoOBIKHOBEHHBIE YM U CEPAlle! — BOCKJIMKHYJI
OH, OTCTYIIHB HA IAr ¥ JIOYACH €ro JUIOM.

— He couunuTe JsM BB HAM 4YTO-HHOYAL reorpaduue-
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cxoe? — cnpocun I'maBuberil reorpad.— nsa nHaureit Oyayugeil
o6BbeMHOI KapTel. Xopolro GblJo ChI HEe TOJBKO JI000BaTHCH
JecaMU U IOJAMM, KOTOPbIe Ha Heil OyayT wu300paskeHsl, a U
mpo4ecTth 000 BceM 5ToM!

— A g Xouy NOJIyYUTH CTUXU O padoTe,— SHEePrUYHO 3a-
aBui I'J1aBHBIN CTPOUTEI.

— MHe HyKHBI CTHUXU O GOeBBIX IIOABUraX,— CKazal
Tnasuwi coamar.

— Heo6xo0auMbI XOpollIle CTUXH JJA MYyPaBbAT, IIOMOram-
1Me BOCHUTBHIBATEL IIoJpacrampilee IIOKOJIeHUe,— ckasay [aB-
HBIH yuyuTeab.— W enie BBI JOJYKHBI HATIUCATh O TeX, KTO yYUT
U BocnuThbIBaeT. Bpoje mecHH, rie ropOpUTCd, UTO YYeHUK HU-
Korja He 3a0y/AeT CBOIO IIEPBYI0 YUUTEJILHUILY.

— A # He cmel0 HUYero CoJiblile IPOCUThL,— cKa3aJna [as-
HBIIl 3aTOTOBUTENb.— B CcTHXaX, KOTOphIe MBI YCABINIAJHN, YIKE
CKa3aHo, KaK Bce ObLJI0 BKYCHO. XQTsd, ecJu ObI Hall IIpeKpac-
HBIH JIPYr COUMHUJI ellleé YTO-HMOYAb O BKYCHOI Iume, 5 He
TOJIBKO YUTAJ ObI 9TO Ka’KAbIil AeHb, HO IIOBTOPAJ ObI 11 BO CHE.

— MHcnosnnu ux npockObl,— HakjJoHUJCA K CepelKHHY
T'naBHBIE MypaBeit.— W B nepByio ouepefib,— 3aTrOTOBUTEIA.
Moaxer OBITH, OH TaK yBJIEYETCS CTHXaMU, 4YTO IlepecTaHeT
06 beHaThCA. A TO I 600CH, YTO OH OZHA KB JIOIHET.

— $§I nonpo6yw...— HeonpepeneHHo moobeman CepefxuH.

— Bor u npekpacHo! — Bockauknysn IJaBHEBIII Mypa-
Beii.— BrI cabimany,— 6yayr Bam cruxu. Ceiiyac rocTaM Ha-
A0 HEMHOI'O OTAOXHYTh. A MBI, IOKA OHU OTABLIXAIOT, BEIICHUM,
KaK CKopee HalTH 5TO BoJe0HOE pacTeHHe — XHUBUIBET...

IloMelnenue nis OTABIXA HAXOAUJIOCH HeZajleKO OT IJIAB-
HOrO BHIXO0Ja.

~— Mmn1 pemnsu, uTo Bam yRoGHee OyjeT OTABIXATH IIO-
6su3e K CBeXeMy BO3AYXY,— cKasaj I'1aBHLII Mypaseii, BBo-
Asl TOCTel B yIOTHOe IIOMeIeHNe, YCTeJeHHOe CBeXKeil TpaBoOii.

— He xotum orarixaTs! — B OZMH rosoc BOCKJIUKHYJIN
r%c'm, IIOHAB, 4YTO UX COOMPATCA YJIOMXKHUTHL CIATh IOCHE
obena.
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— Cnoputre 6ecnojie3aHo,— OocTaHOBUJ ux IaBHLIH
MypaBeii.— Yepes gBa yaca Bac pa3bymar.
N — yapanuncsa, He o6aBUB HU CJIOBA.

Mypaseiikuua 1 CepeKHH NOAOIIJIN K IIPUTrOTOBJICHHBLIM
I HUX KpoBaTKaM-raMmakaM. OHH OBIJIHM CILJIEeTeHBI U3 IayTU-
Hpl. Ha raMakax Jeskajd MaTpanbl U3 MXa, HNOAYIIKH, HaOU-
THIE IYXOM OJyBaHUYHKA, IIDOCTHIHU M3 JIEIECTKOB POMAINKY,—
MArKue U 0eT0CHeKHEBIE.

— A nyuyme ObI MOKaYajlack Ha IBeTKe,— cKaszaJja My-
paBeiiKUHAa U 3eBHYyJIA.

— UM sa...— CepeaxkuH 3eBHYJI BCJIeH 3a HEM.

— [JHasait,— npegioxuia MypaBeiikuHa,— cgenaeM
BUI, OYyATO MBI CIMM. A IIOTOM BCTaHEeM IIOTHXOHBKY U TIOU-
JeM caMI IOHIIEM BOJIIeOHOe pacTeHue.

CepenxkuH KuBHyJ. CHSAJ OOTUHKH, MUIKAK U OyXHyJacd
B raMak.

— Xopowmo...— IpHU3HAJCd OH, BBITArUBAsICh BO BeCh
POCT U YYBCTBYSH, UTO FaMaK CJIOBHO OOHSJI €ro M yKadJuBaer.

— MHe ToXe ymo0GHO...— JoHeccA U3 APYyroro ramaka ro-
Joc MypaBelKHUHOI.

«Kakoii cMeInmHOH 5TOT MypaBeii-3aroTOBUTEJb,— IIOAY-
man Cepeaxkun.— W cumnartuunniii. Beguerit, monsaer, 3ajge-
Basd 3a BCe TOJICTHIM XUBOTOM. Hajo o0s3aTeslbHO COYUHHUTH
Insd Hero ctuinok. IlycTts yuraer ¥ MeHbuIe ecT... [la ¥ Bce oc-
TaJbHbIe MypPaBbM CUMIATHYHBIE... A 4YTOo Aeiaer PbIxHK?
O6GazaTebHO HOIPOINY, YTOOhI ero OCBOOOAMIM OT HaKa3aHU.
Pasee oH BUHOBAT, 4T0 MbI ¢ MypaBeHKMHOI He mpucnocobre-
HBI I0JI3aTh B TPAaBAHBIX 3apPOCJAX U KOPOTKadA Jopora oxkasa-
nack AnvHHO#I? OH crapaJjcsa u3o Bcex cuil.. [Jamxe Jeuun
HacC...»

CepegKuH IOIBITAJICS BCTaTh, cOOMpasck mNobexxaTs 3a
T's1aBHBIM MypaBbeM, JOTHATH €ro U MOINPOCHTH OCBOOOJINTH
Prroxuka or HakazaHud.

— Ilocxne... mocyie...— npomenTtay €My Ha yXO COH, He
IIO03BOJISIA NOAHATHCS.
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— Mypaseiikuna!l..— KpukHyJs CepeiKUH, cTapaschb 0J0-
JIETh IPEMOTY.
— Ilocsne... mocJe...— IpoIIeNnTasl cCoH, Iol0exzas ero
OKOHYaTeJbHO.

TNMABA YETBEPTAA
Xyk-bponzoeuk

Mypageiikuna 1 CepeKHH TPOCHYJIUCH OAHOBPEMEHHO.

U o6a, B mepBoe MrHOBEHUE, He MOIJIU MMOHATH, T/& OHU
HaXoxAaTCH.

T'ony6o0ii cBeT — CJIOBHO TOJNBKO UTO HEGSTYIUIO YTPO —
OcCBelllaJ NOACHIXAIIYIO TPABY.

MypasgeiiknHoli u CepeZKUHY MTOYYIUIOCH, OYATO OHH 1I0-
IaJu Ha JyT, 'ie HeZaBHO KOCHUJIU,

Ho xakum o6pasoM oHU nonlasd HA CEHOKOC, KaK oKaza-
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JJUCE B HE3HAKOMOM MeCTe, He MOorJaHu HOHATh, OTKDPBIB IVla3a

II0ocJIe KPEMKOro cHa.
CepekuH NepBBIM O00paTU BHUMaHHE Ha TOpYalyle XBO-

HHKHA.
— A-a-a...— BBEIMOJBUJ OH U BCIIOMHHUJ, KaK OHU 3JeCh

OYYTHUIINCE.,
— W g BcuoMHMIa,— ckKadajna Mypaseiiknna.— MeI B
rOCTAX.
— HagepHoe, cliaJgHu o4eHb A0Jro,— ckazaj CepefKkuH U

oTep riasa.
— Het,— oTBeTuna Mypagetikuna.— Beap Hac obemmasiu

pa3byauTe, a HUKTO He Oyaui. IlocmorpHu,~— nompocuia oHa,—
g He noxmartaa?

— HopmanbHasa,— craszan CepegkuH, 3alIHypPOBLIBAS
6orunku.— Iloiizem, MBI elje yclieeM HaAWTH >KHBUIBET... UTO
3T0? — CIPOCWUJ OH, HacTopa)XuBafach.— CJIbIIVILL, KAaKO-

TO CTPaHHbIA IyM?.. MoxeTr ObITh, KTO-TO IBITAETCH Pa3BOPO-
IIUTh MYPaBbUHBIMA ropos? Bexum ckopee, nocMmoTpum!

OHU B3AJUCH 3a PYKH, BbIGEeKATIN B KOPUAOP.

N — otmaTHyauchk. UX 4yTh He ¢OMJIM C HOT': K BBIXOAY
C BOMHCTBEHHBIMH BO3TJIacaM{ MYaJHCh MyPDaBbIUL.

Bamwxune, yeuges Mypaseilikuny u CepegkuHa, KPUKHY-
JIA ¥IM :

— Hagzan!.. Hazan!..

Ilepenuue MPUTOPMO3HUIH, 4YTOOBI He NPUYUHUTL TOCTAM
Bpega. Ho 3aguue, HUYero He noHuMas, HOAHaKaJ¥, M HU O
KAaKOM «Haszajg» He MOIJIO y¥Ke ObITh U peYd,— HOTOK MypaBb-
€B IOHEC roCTeil K BHIXOAY.

— Hepxuchk! — kpukHya Cepeaknn MypaseiikuHol u
KpeIrde cxaJ ee pyky.— Ecuau mMul ynazem, Hac 3aTonuyT!

Telnepsb-TO OH IIOHAJ, OTKYZAA HIeJ HeACHBIH mopoX. Jomx-
HO OBITh, IPOUIOIIJIO YTO-TO CEPHE3HOE,

T'ocTH uyThH He 3aJOXHYJINUCH OT OBICTpOro Gera.

— $ ceiiyac ynagy...— MypaBeiikiiHa CyZOPOMKHO VIie-
nuiaachk 3a Cepegxuna.— Oii, He mory GoJnie!

CepenKVH IePHYJ ee BIIEpel, U OHH BBIBAJIMJINCH Ha CKJIOH
MypaBeHHUKA.
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— Aral..— paszaJjca HaJ HUMH 3JIOBEIHiI ToJoc.— IJTO
UM CKOPMUJIY MO0 CAMYI0 JIyUIIyI0o KIyOHUYKUHY!

CepegxuH u MypaBelikMHa BCKOYMJIM Ha HOTHM M YBHUJE-
JH: BCA IOBEPXHOCTh MyPaBeilHUKA ycesHa B3BOJHOBAHHBIMI
xo3geBaMu. OHU NIPUNIOAHUMAJNUCEH HA 3aAHUe HOTH, YrPOXKaio-
IIfe UIeBEJUIN yCaMHU.

A wajg mMypaBeiiHMKOM, CJOBHO THMKeJbIII caMoJIeT, Kpy-
Aua JKyk-Bpor3oBuk. OH TO B3MBIBAJ BBEPX, TO KaMHGM
nagan BHu3. llopoii kasanoce, 6YATO OH BpeiKeTCH B KYIIOJI...

— Ilyraer,— ckasaax MypaBeiikunHnoil u Cepeaxuny I'naz-
HBIH COJIIAT.

I'maBHEBIH conjaT, Kak U mojobaer GeceTpallHOMY IOJIKO-
BOALY, CTOSJ, OTAABasd NPUKA3bl HaJIeBO U HAIpaso, He o0pa-
HIAJI HUKAKOI'0 BHUMAaHUS HA OIaCHOCTb.

— BrI ckazasu I''maBHOMY MypaBEIO 0 TOM, YTO IIPOUCXO-
AUT? — CIIPOCHUJI OH CBOEro 3aMecTUTENd.

47



— Tak TOYHO,— YETKO, I0-BOEHHOMY, OTBETHUJ TOT.—
CaMpbIii TIaBHBII ceiivac OyaeT 3/ecCs.

— Ero-ro MHe 1 HajJ0...— Iporynaej BpoH30BUK.

YK CHOXUI KPHIJIbS, OYXHYJICSA Ha BETKY HaJ MypaBeli-
HUKOM, IPOIIOJI3 IO HEel [0 caMOro KOHIIA, CBECHJICHA U KPHUK-
HyJI:

— 9X, U pa3fienan jKe g Baulero camoro risasHoro!.. Tak
pa3sjeJial,— IPSMO B IIyX 1 npax!

— TIloxpenue gAepRUCh TaM,— IIpeAyIpeaus BpoH30BHUKA
T'nasupiil congar.— Kak TONpbKO copBelIbcsI — cpasy IIOAY-
YYUmIs U IyX U IpaX. Mou repou He CTAHYT C TOOOH IEepeMo-
HUTBCH.

— Boiwoce g ux! — npespurenrpHo riafguys BpoH30BUK U,
TIOKpelnyYe CXBATHUBIIKCH 32 BETKY, KA4HYJICA TyJa-clofa.

— Yt0 3a mymM? — cIpocuJ nogocneBunii I'JTaBHBIA My-
paBeii.

— PasBe 970 mym? — 3axoxorasl DBpoH30BMK w1 Hauan
packauynBaTuca.— BoT ceiiuac 6yJer HaCTOAUUHM IIyM,— IIO-
oGelaJ OH ¥ pacupaBUJI KPLIJIbA.— Beperurecs!

DBpou3oBUK B3MBIJI BBEPX W HAayaJj BbIAEJIbIBATH BCEBO3-
MOJKHBIE IIeTJIH.

IloTom puHyJICHa BHU3 U Ha TaKO! CKOPOCTH IIPOJIeTeJ HaJ
caMbIM MYpPaBeiHHKOM, YTO CJIEIOM 3a HUM XBOS BCTajla Jbl-
oM.

— Bugan? — copocun o I'smaBHOoro mMypasbs, Korja
yceJsicsd Ha BEeTKY.— JTO elje ToAbKo IBerouku. Ceiiuac xe
BepHU Ha MeCTO MO0 JIoOuMylo aroay. Hade He orcrany!

— Heyxenn He oTcraHellb? — ¢ YJBIOKOH CIIPOCHUJI
T'naBHBIA MypaBei.

— OH eme comHeBaeTcA! — BO3MYyTHICS DpOH30BUK.—
T'oBopio Tebe: Hu 3a uTo He oTcTany! He Oyzer Bam nmokod HU
IHeM, HU HOYBKW. Hazo ’xe, Ko yero HaxXxanbHLIMU CTAJH MY-
PaBBU — YKpaJu fAroAy U emje cmeTcda. A Bam nmokaxy!

— Bo-nepBpix,— CIOKOIIHO cKa3aJ FJIaBHLIH MypaBei,—
Aroza IpUHALJIeXala He TOIbKo TeGe,— GOJIbIAsA ee IIOJOBH-
Ha HaXoauwJach Ha Hallleli TeppuTopuud. A BO-BTODBIX, TIPOU30-
uia omuOka. B aTtom BuHoBar I'maBHBIH 3aroroBuTtenb. S Ha-
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Ka’Xy ero. A TBOI IOJOBUHY SATOALI MBI celiyac BepHEM WM ro-
TOBBI U3BUHUTLCA Nepes To0oi.

— He Hazo MHe TIOJOBUHLI,— 3J00HO 3ar4pe)keTrajt
Bpousoeuk.— He HaZlo MHe 1 Bceit aroanl. f xouy, yToOEI OHA
OoKazaJiach Ha CBOEM MecTe. JHesao J000BATHCA KJIYOHUYU-
HOIi, a He eCTh ee!

— J9TOro crejaTh Mbl He MOMXeM,—— OTBeTuJ IJaBHBII
Mmypageit.— IIpuKpenuTh AroLy BHOBH M 3aCTABUTH €€ PACTH
He IO cuJaM gaxke Hamemy I'maBHomy yuyeHomy. Kpome Toro,
MMOJIOBHHY ATOJbI Cheau roctu. I'ge ke ee Tenepb B3ATH?

— 0-0-0...— 3acroHan BpoH3oBuk.— YtTo Ke mHe, Oex-
HOMYy, AeaaTh?.. Ouu orpabuau mMeHs... X MHOro, a S OgUH...
O, 4 HeCUaCTHLIH,— IIPUTBOPHO BCXJUIBIBAJ OH,— IjJie CIIpa-
BEJINBOCTD, HET HUT/Ie CITPaBedJINBOCTIHA...

— He kpuBngiica,— octaHoBUJa [JIaBHBI MypaBeii Io-
TOK 3anob6 BpoHsoBuka.— Te6a HUKTO He oOukaer. IlorTo-
PpSAI0: IPOU30IIIa OMMOKA M Mbl 'OTOBEI €€ UCIIPABUTEL. Beriom-
HHU: COBCEM HeJaBHO Balllil OPOH30OBKH TAMHO IMOAJIOMUIN CBOH
JUYHHKH B HAlll MypaBeiiHuK. Paszee MBI BBIOpPOCHJIN X, KOT'JAA
Hammi?

— A mMHe KaKoe geno g0 storo! — BockaukHysn Bpouso-
BUK.— MorJu 1 BbIOPOCUTH, €CJH Obl 3aX0TEJH.

— Kaxoit naxanpublii 3T0T HyK,— menHyina Mypaseii-
KuHa CepeaknHy.— TaKUX TOHCKATh...

— 5 waxanpHbIN? — BpoH30BUK yioBua menoTr Mypa-
BelikwHON.— [{a, 1 HaxanbHBIN! — BHIBBIBAKOIIE 3aABHJ OH U
KYCHYJ BETKY, Ha KoTopoil cuaen.— Taxum ObLJI, TAKUM U OC-
TaHyCh Ha3JI0 BCeM. 3aTO A 3HAK, YTO HAAO /AesiaTh, BOT!

HukTo He ychesn onmoMHHUTBECH, KakK Jlyk cnukupomas c
BEeTKH, cxBaTus MypaBeHdKUHY.

— Ilomorure! — oTuyasHHO 3aKpUyYaJia OHA.

CepegKkUH MNOANPBITHYJ, HO JIHUIIL yCIEJ YIenUuThCA 3a
€e HOr'Y U TIOBUC, He B cUJaX IoMousk MypaBelKHHOII 0cB0OOO-
IAUTHCH.

T'naBHEI MypaBeil axXHyI.

I'naBHBIH cONAAT 3aKpHUYaJ, 4YTO HAJMO OBLIO MJaBHO IO-
cJaTh pa3BefYMKOB Ha JepeBO: COTHATh OTTyAa BpoH30BUKA.
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Ho 6b1J10 y3Ke ITO3HO.

BpoH30BUK cAenaj HaJ, MypaBellHUKOM HeCKOJbKO KpDY-
TOB M B3MBIJI BbIllie AePEBLEB.

MypageiikuHa u CepeJKIH 3aKXMyPUJIHCE.

CepesKHHYy MOKAa3aJioCh, UYTO PYKH ero oOJepeBeHelH, a
naJibIbl Pa3XUMalOTCA.

— Ceituac ynaay...— IPOCHUIIeJ OH, BTATHUBAas T'OJIOBY B
IJey4u.

— Tyzaa TeGe U gopora,— CKBO3b CTUCHYThIE UEJIOCTU
cKas3aJ BpoH30BUK, NIOZHUMAACE €llle Bbille.— DyAenls 3HATH,
Kak ecTh Mou Arojsl. IlycTe-Ka Teneps MypaBbu noderamor, 1o-
umyT. I Bac Tak CIpAYy — HU OfHA pa3BegKa HAUTU He CMO-
KeT.

— Maue 6ospHO! — KpuKHYJIa Mypaseiikuna.— OTnycTu
ceiiuac xe!

— Mory u oTnnycTuTh,— corsacuiaca JJKyk, pasxuMas
YeJIIOCTH.

«Eciu ynmageM Ha MATKYI0 KOUKY, MOXKET, He pa3o0beM-
caly — meabKkHyJa y CepelKUHA cIacUTEIbHAA MBICJIb.

OH OTKpBHLI rJia3a, IOCMOTpeJI, KyjMZa OHM IaJaioT, I YBU-
JeJ KaMeHb-BaJIyH.

«Kouen,— nmoaymasa Cepeakus.— Pazobremcs».

Ho B sTOoT MOMeHT BpoH3oBuK HarHan moGeIvy, TOAXBa-
THJI 1 BHOBb B3MBIJI BBIIIEe JEPEBLEB.

— Kak BaM HpaBUTCA Takad uUrpa? — CIPOCHJI OH.—
He xoTure jin, 4To0BI i Bac €elle pa3sok 6pocuii?

MypasBeiiknna 1 Cepegkue mnpomosauasau. Jla 1 4To oHH
MOTJIM OTBETUTH, KOTJia BETEP CBHUCTEJI B ylIaX, cepAale, Kasa-
JIOCh, BOBCE 3aMepJio, a Ilepel TIJa3aMUu MeJbKaJi dYepHbIe
KPYrH.

— Tak-To ayuie,— 3ameTus BpoH30BUK.— A TO Kpu-
yat: «Haxau!.. Haxamu!..»

— Ilo-moxk-pu...— BeIgaBua us ceba CepeakuH.— CKopo
4 craHy onark 6ossmuM. Torza oTeimy, oTOMINY 3a BCE...

— Uero THI TaM Jenedenb? — cipocun DBpoH30BUK.—
IlomankuBaii, HoKa KUB.

OH cpenasl KPYTOil MMOBOPOT, CHU3UJICA M, He AoJieTas He-
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MHOro [mo 3emJu, cOpocua MypaBeiikuny u Cepejakxiina Bo3Jje
THUJIOTO ITHA.

— 9TO0 BaM [JJA IOJHOTO YIOBOJLCTBUS,— H3IEBATEb-
CKU YXMBIJIBHYJICA OH, ycaskuBafach paxoMm.— Kak, 31opoBo A
Jgeraw?

— OrBaxucs,— ckasan CepegkuH, eje NpUXOAA B celdd.
W, Bugsa, uto MypaBelikiHa He MIEBEJIUTCA, MPOCTOHAT: — Tl
y6ui ee...

— IIpurBopsaercs...— IIpocKpeskeTas BPOH30BUK WU BEHI-
TPAXHYJ Ha Hee POCy U3 He3a0yaAKu.

MypaBeliKliHa OTKpELIa IJIasa.

— $ e roBopuHJ, 4YTO NPUTBOPAETCH,— INPE3PUTEIBHO
6yprHyJ HHyk.— Celiuac BOT CBAMY Bac IIOKpemnude. A To euie,
yero o6poro, yGexKure...

OH nHyJ nayyka, Pa3BelIUBAIOIIEr0 IIayTUHY, COPBAJ ee
M B ZBa cuera obmoras CepeaxuHa ¥ MypaBeKMHY ¢ HOr OO0
rOJIOBBI.
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IToToM IPUCIOHUI UX CIHHOI K ITHIO.

— Xopouo caenaHo,— MoXBajaua oH caMm cebs.— Teneps
BRI TIOXOKH HA JBYX KYKOJIOK... OcTaeTca cephre3Ho MOAYyMAaTh,
Kak OBITH C BaMU JaJblle.

— Passazare U ornycTuTh,— ckasay Cepegkud.— Iloka
He II03THO.

— Tloka TeGe He momaJio Kak cJjenyet,— pobasusa My-
PaBEMKUHA.

OHna mnolueBesnya ILIedYaMi, ZepHyJa HOraMHM U pyKaMHu,
npITafgck ocBoboguThcAa. Ho nmayruHa Oblyiia KPEeNKOH U TOJBKO
CUJIbHEE Bpe3aJjach B TEJIO.

BpoH30BUK 3aTpsAccA OT cMeXa.

— Mue mnomazer? — cnpocus OH U yAapuia cebd B
rpyAb.— Jla HUKTO 37leCh He MOYKeT CIIPABUTHCA CO MHOM,
5 B cBOUX BiaajeHUAX. A ¢c BaMU MHe HUUEro He CTOUT CHeJaTh
BCe, YTO 3aX0Uy.

— XBgacraiicsa, XBacTraic#a,— noasagopus BpoHzoBuka
Cepeaxun.— Hy, 4To TBI ¢ HaMU MOXKelllb CAeJaaTh?

— Bo-ntepBbiX,— BpOH30BUK CBUPENO TOIHYJ HOTIOMH,—
£ MOT'Y BacC C'heCThb. Pa3-aBa — OBLIJIU BbI U HET BAC.

— TIlopaBumbcsi,— Kak MOXHO HebpesxHee oTBetus Ce-
PeIKHH, XOTs BCe BHYTPH y Hero IoxoJiofesio — obemaHue 1mo-
XOAWJIO Ha IIPaBay.

— IlogaBioch WAU He MOZABJICH, DTO YIK MOe Hejo,—
Boadpasus BpoH3oBuk. Ho 3sagymaJjica M, OYEBHAHO, 3aCOMHeE-
BaJIiCAH.

\ ITouecaB 3aTwiNOK, JKYK cTajs X0AUTH B3aA-BIEepe, U3PEh-
Ka Opocad Ha IJIEHHWKOB KOcCble B3IVIAABI U 4TO-TO Oypua.

CepenkuH cMOTpPEN Ha HEro M IOCTEIeHHO IIPUXOAUJI B
cebs.

EMy ToOMe xoTesoch IouecaTh 3aTBHIJIOK, NPUAYMATL Ka-
Kylo-HUOyAb yJIOBKY, 4T00sI 06MaHyTsr Bpouszosuka. Ho pyxu
OB1y1M CBSABAHEI, CHUIETH ObLJIO Hey 00HO.

— HHuxn ga 6bL1 OAUH YYAAK..— HEOXKHIAHHO IIpoINes
CepeakuH u 3acMesics.

BpoHzoBuK ocraHoBUJICA. YAUBIEHHO IocMoTpesa Ha Ce-
PeAKWHA, NoTOM Ha MypaBeiikHHY.
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«HagepHoe, oHM He TIPUIIJIMA B YYBCTBO IIOCJie MaJeHUd,—
IIOAYMAaJ OH,— HaJo IIOIIPO0OBATHL OKATUTH HX KAK CcJaeayer
pocoii. UYToOnI IPOAPOrJIH O MO3ra U KOCTei!».

Ou 3arjdgHyJ B OOQUH I[BETOK, B gpyroii. Ho poca B Hux
yJKe BEICOXJIa, He 0CTAJIOCh HU KATLJIH.

«JlagHo, HUKya OHU He JeHYTCs,— pPelInJ BpoH30BUK.—
H xpenko ux ceasaiu. IIycTsr moMyuamwTcd, IIOKa S cjeTalo 3a
BOZO# Ha 60s10T0. TaM MOXKHO NPUXBATHUTE U GOJIOTHOM THHBI
JLJIST IIPUMOYEK» .

— He mepemurecs! — 1mnpukaszaa OH IIJIEHHUKaM.—
i noiigy B TeHb, MOAyMalo, KAaK ¢ BAMHM paclIpaBUThCHA. Eciau
ycably, 4To npoyeTe pa3BsasaThcd,— cpa3y ¢heM H Bce!

JKyk cHavasa orolies 3a nmeypb. IloBoszuinca TaM, dYTOOBI
Cepegxyn u MypaBeilKMHA CJOBINIAJN : OH OJHU3KO.

Tlorom BpoH30BUK MOTHXOHBKY OTIIOJNI3 IIOZaliblle, B3Jie-
TeJ M PIIAHYJI : 3aMeTUJIH WU HeT?

— Ilopagok...— ycHnoxkouJsicsa OH, YBUIEB, UTO IJEHHUKU
CUIAT U He JBUTalOTCA.

Ho o ommbces.

MypaBeiikuHa TepBoil ycJabllllaja yAajfdoneeca Tryhae-
HUE.

— WKyk yneren,— ckasajsa oHa H C HaJeXAON IIOCMOT-
pesa Ha CepeKuHA.

— Kasxerca, ynerein,— orossBacsa CepeiKUH.

— Mosxer, oH Opocus HacC, €My HaAOeJO0 BO3UTHCHA
c Hamu?

CepesKUH oTpUIIATEJIbHO MOTHYJI I'OJIOBOM.

— Torma nockopee HaJg0O pa3opBaTh 3Ty MEP3KYyKW Iay-

TuHy! — BocKJHMKHyJa MypaseiikuHa.— Mpl ycneem y0exxaTsh
U CIIPATaThCA A0 €ro BO3BpallleHus.
— IlopBems ee, Kak Ke...— oTo3Bajica CepelxkVH U NO-

KpacHeJ OT HaTyru.— BoT ecau Gbl HAUTU OCKOJOK CTEKJA.—
OH c HaAeXKJ0il B3TJIAHYJ B 3aPOCJIH TPaBHI.

B rny6oune uTO-TO 6JIECHY IO

— Ecte! — o6pazoBainica CepefikuHd u IepeKaTuics ¢ 6o-
Ky Ha OOK.
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— Cxopee, cKopee...— Toponmja ero MypaBelikuHa, He-
peKaThIBasch CIELO0M.

TpyAHO cKasaTh, UTO TaM OJecHysno. Mooker, HgelCTBU-
TeJbHO, OCKOJIOK CTEeKJIa. A MOMKeT,— COJIHeUHBII J1y4 CBEpK-
HyJ, KTO 3HaeT. Cepegkua u MypaBeitkuHa He ycllejd IIpoBe-
PUTH — IMOCJIBINIAJIOCH HapacTalollee IrygeHuie. A Bcie[, 3a HUM
MJEeHHUKU YCJABIIIaNN: DPOH30BUK MJIOXHYJICA OKOJO ITHA.

— 3arauMmcd,— cxaszasa Mypaseiikuia.— Ilyctes OH
XOTH HEMHOI'O HacC IIOUIILET.

OHa maKe XUXUKHYyJIa, cTapasich yrajgaTb, 4YeM 3aHUMa-
eTcs Bpar.

A Bpar, nosaraf, OyATOo ILJIEHHUKH CUAST Ha IIPEXHEM
MecCTe, He CIlela 3aluieliaj K HUM U3-3a ITHA.

BpoH30BUK OBl ZOBOJEH: Ha 00JI0Te HalleJ IIPOILIOroj-
HIOI0 KJWKBUHY — Apadayo # JonHysiyw. Habpasa B Hee Bo-
AbI, CJIOBHO B IIOJHITUJIEHOBEIM MeHmoK. M eine IMpHXBaTHI
TUHBDI.

OH aBUraJicd co UIJEIIKOM THHBI Ha TI0OJIGBE, BOJIOULII
KJIOKBUHY, B KOTOpPoii 6yjabKaJjia 00J0THASA KIKa, U GOpMoOTaa
CBOIO JIIO0MMYIO IIECEHKY, KOTOPYIO IIeJI ellle ero gex :

Mul teTaeM BBHICOKO,

cMOTpHUM 6€3 OTacKH.

Bouiblie Het HI Y KOro
6poH30B0Il OKPaCKH.

3040Tble MBI TIOUTH,

€CTb HaM YeM ropAuThLCH.
Ionagewscs Ha mytH —
A0J2KeH NMOKJOHHMTLCSI.
Ka>xnuiit, KTo 3aX04eT KUTh,—
cTaler MHe BCcerja CJIy}KHTb!

JKyk gaBuraica MmefiaeHHo. EMy Tskeso Oblyio Tauures 60-
JoTHyI0 KUKY. OH ycnes ABa pasa IpPoOOPMOTATE ITECEHKY,
Ipexne, YeM OCTAHOBUJICH, HE YBHAEB IJIEHHHKOB.

— Moxer, 8 He 37eCch UX OCTABWJ, a yV APYroro nuA? —
CIIPOCHJ OH caM cebAa.— Wau niaoxo BUIKY, TMHA Mellaer?

BpoxzoBuk 3anerxres, caupas ee ¢ TOJIOBLI.

— BoTt npucrana, 3apasza,— cepauJica OH, cockpebasd
OCTaTKU, HEJJOBKO IIOBEPHYJICS M TIPOJIHJ OOJIOTHYIO HKHUIKY.
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— V-y-y-y-yl..— saKkpyxKwujcda oH Ha OZJHOM MecTe, B Oec-
CUJILHOII SIPOCTH 3aTOIlaji HoraMU.

— CouyHHHM KaKoH-HUOYJAb CTUIIOK,— IlenHyJJa MypaBeii-
kuna Cepegkuny.— Ilycrs JKyk moiimer, uTo MBI €ro He 0o-
umcHa. Benb BpoH30BUK Bce paBHO Hac HaMgeT.

— Jlag”o...— coraacmiacs CepeAKuH, IIpHU3blBafg Ha IIO-
MOIIb BCIO CBOIO CUJIY, BOJIH,

Yepes MUHYTY ellle pa3 yoeAnuscs : BOJA IOMOTaer.

— ToroBO! — KPHKHYJI OH.

KpuxHyJa TaKk rpoMKoO, 4TO BpOH30BUK, TONTABIINICH OKO-
JI0 TIHH, MJIIXHYJCA OT HEOKUZAHHOCTH B GOJIOTHYK JKUXY U
OTOPOIIEN0 BRITYYUJI IJIasa.

— Ywuraii,— norpebosasa MypaBeilkuHua.

" CepenkuH, XpUIIJIOBATHIM OT BOJHEHHA TIOJIOCOM, IIpPO-

qyegr:
— DBpoH30BHK HAC XOYET CBHECTb.
Ecnu Mbl norubHeM 31ech,
MOl oTell HaBepHAKA
He nomuayetr ACyka.

— ®y...— Npe3puUTESbHO CKa3as BpPOH30BUK, IMoAHUMA-
fAch u3 O6osoTHOM sKKU.— Ilogymaemnib... [la oH U He y3Haer,
YTO ¢ BAMHU CJAYUYUJIOCH... A BCe-TaKH, KTO TBOI oTel]? — IOUH-
TepecoBaJiCs OH Ha BCcAKMU ciaydail.— Moxer ObITh, JIEeCHU-
yni?..

— Moii oren,— ropao ckasaa CepeIKuH,— cCaMblii CHJIb-
HBIM U cIpaBeAJIUBHII YermoBek. OH y4ueHbIi, OopeTcda ¢ 3arpas-
HeHUeM OKpy Karoieil cpeanl. Bor!

JHKyk ocraHOBUJICA B ABYX CAaHTHMETpaX OT TJIEHHUKOB,
PACIYCTHJ U OIATH CJIOMKUJ KPBLJIbA.

W Bapyr, 6opmoua: — Ilouemy »xe TbI MHe paHBbIIe 00
9TOM He ckasaJji! — Opocujica pas3BA3LIBATH, Pa3pbiBaTh Nay-
TUHY. '

— Yro, ucnyrajca moero orna? — cupocuy CepeIKuH u
noTep 3aTeKline pyku u Horu.— OH ObI Tebe 3amai!

— OueHb Hailo — NyratbCca! — NPE3PUTEJHLHO OTBETUJI
BponsoBuk.— I ocBo0OZUI BaC MOTOMY, YTO TBOIl OTEL, XOPO-
IMii YestoBeK, opeTcd ¢ pa3HOil APAHBID. A TO JKUTH yXKe He-
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BO3MOYKHO CTAHOBUTCS OT Pa3HLIX ITOPOIIKOB, KOTOPBIMM TO-
CBHINAIOT Jiec i TpaBy. HauHellb I'PEI3TH JIUCT UJU cTebesib, a
raM — oTpaBa. Tedhy! — IIIOHYJ OH, BCIOMHUB, KaK HeLaBHO
YyThH HE OTPABUJICH.

— 3HaYuT, Tl He OyJelb 6oJbllle TyraTh M CBA3LIBATDH
Hac? — crnpocusa MypaseiikuHa.

— KoHeuHo, He 0yAy,— ckasaj BpoH30BUK.— Ecau Gbl
A 3HaJ paHbIue...— OH HeOKUJAaHHO PAaCIyCTHJ KPbIJbs, B3JIe-
TeJ ¥ TOTYAC BEPHYJICA ¢ ABYMA CIEJBIMU KJIYOHUUYHNHAMHU.

— BorT...— OH mosoxun ofHy U3 HuXx nepeq CepegKuHbIM,
a BTOpyo Hepex MypaBeliKUHOM.— YromaiiTechb. ITH elle JIy4d-
Ime TOM, KOTOPYIO COPBAJIM AJisI BAC MypPaBbH... A KaK BhI IIO-
najayu K HUM, YTO BaM HaJo Y MypPaBbeB? — CIIDOCHUJI OH, Ha-
Omiofas, KaK ero OBLIBINME IJEHHUKH efAT KJIYyOHWUYUHBI.

— Mg Iprmiy 3a JIEKapcTBOM AJst ee MaMbl,— Cepel-
KHUH oTep ¢ r'y6 coK ¥ riagHya Ha MypaseiikuHy.— MypaBbu
TOBOPAT, UTO €CTh KAKOE-TO pacTeHue — JKUBUILBET...
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Bpon3oBuk 3agymaiica. Berana M MeQJIGHHO 3amarajy Ty-
Ia-ciofia, IIOBTOPSAA :

— MXusungser... Husu-nser... BcnoMmaua! — BCKPUKHYJI
OH oGpamoBanHOo.— I Buxes ero B caMOM JajibHeM KOHIe 6o-
aota. OH TaKol MaJIeHbKHI, 4TO eABa 3aMeTeH... O, g momory
BaM Ha¥TH 3TOT I[BETOK, GyAy CIAYKUTH, KaK FOBOPAT B CKa3-
KaX, «Bepou U IpaBAOIi».

— A Kak e GpITh C IleceHKoli? — cnpocuna MypagBei-
KMHA.

— C kaKoli meceHKoit? — He NoHAJ BpoH30BUK.

— B KoTopoii OPOH30BHKH XBACTATCH, 4YTO OHU MOYTU
30JI0THIE ¥ KaKABIi, KTO 3aX0YeT JKUTh, LOJMKEH UM CJIYKUTh.

— 9Ty cTapyio NIeceHKy s 60pPMOYy TOJILKO TOrZa, Korja
OBIBAl0 CJUIIKOM paszpaikeH,— cKa3aJl DBpOH30BUK.— 3Hae-
Te,— I'DYCTHO HOGaBUJ OH,— CTAHOBUTCH BCe TPyAHEE U TPYLA-
Hee cylecTBoBaThb. Toro u riaajgu, MoHMAalOT MJIH OTPaBy Ka-
KYIO-HUOYAH ChEllb...

— He nepexxusaii,— nosxanena DBpoHsoBuka Mypaseii-
KUHa.— Y MeHA maMa 0oJieeT, a U caM ThI HaC YyTh HE C'HeJ.
Bcem GpiBaeT TpyAHO, He TOJILKO Tebe. Jlyuiie He OymeM KaJjo-
BaThCA U MMOJIETHM MCKATh I[BETOK, a?

— Cagurech,— KHBHYJX DpOH3OBUK W PasgBUHYJ
KpELIBA.— JI MUrom Bac JomMuy.

FTNTABA NATAA
3anoeegHbIn  UBETOK

Tam, rae goKeH OBIJI PpacTy 3allOBEIHEIN SKUBHUIBET,
NaXJI0 MPeJILIMH JUCThAMH,

— Ciona, 3a MHOI,— cKasaJj BpoH30BHK M IOIIOJ3, CJOB-
HO OyJIBA03€D, OTIIMXUBAA B CTOPOHEI TPAaBAHOM XJIaM.

OH nbBIXTeJs, cTapasch HOJIyYlle PacYHCTUTH Aopory Ce-
peaxkuny u MypaBeliKuHOM, IlepeBasuBaJicA ¢ 60Ky Ha GOK.

— Ceiiyac, ceifuac BB €ro yBHUAWHTE,— IpeAYIIPeLHI
BpoH30BUK, KOrja OHH B300pajlCch Ha KOPEHb OCUHEI y CAMOM
AIMBI ¢ KyCTaMU U I'yCTOM TpaBoii.
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— Tecce...— JoHecca U3 AMBI IIPEeAYIPEKIAIMUNA  1Ie-
notr.— He mymure... 3geck HUKOMY He paspeliaercd LIyMeThb...

— Kro 370? — ucnyranHo cupocuna MypaBeiikuHa.—
 HUKoOrO He BHXKY... A IIpaBjaa, Kakad B AMe TUIIMHA... Jlaxke
KY3HEUYUKOR He CJIBIIIHO.

— Epyuga,— crkaszan Cepegikun.— Hukxoro tam zHert. Be-
Tep IPOLIypLIaj, HaBepHoe.

— EecTb... €cTh...— HoHeccA HOBLIN CBUCTANIUK IIenoT, U
ma JHe SIMbI 3allleBeJUJACH TaKasd 3LOpPOBeHHAA 3Mesd, UYTO Y
MypageiikHHOit U CepefKHMHA OCTaHOBUJIOCH AblXaHUe,

IleppiM onmomuuiica CepeaKuH.

— Bexum! — KPUKHYJI OH.

— Kyna e mbpl yoexxum? — Bzaparusasi, orsetusa My-
paseiiknHa.— Ona cpa3y AOTOHUT HacC.

— JoroHi Bac...— IIOATBEPAWJA 3Mes, Urpasd pas3fBOCH-
HBIM SA3BIKOM ¥ NPHIOZHNMAaACH BCe BhIlle U BhINe.— Exa ca-
Ma ODpHILIa Ko MHe... [loueMy 6bI MHe 1 He T006eaTh...

He roponsiceh, oHa ABHUHYJACh U3 CBOETO YKPOMHOI'O MecCTa
K HEOCTOPOKHOI TPOUILE.

— Ckopee, cKopee...— clioxBaTuJIcA BpoH30BUK, Ipeono-
JieB oliemieHeHMe.,— MB#I ellle yCIIeeM...

OH nogxBatusm MypaBeiikuHy u CepeKuta, BBMBIJ IIOUTH
BEPTUKAJBHO K caMOli BLICOKOH BeTKe ocHHBI. ToakKO TaMm, I0-
YYECTBOBAB IIOJIHYI0 6€3011aCHOCTb, OTALINIAJICH.

— UYro, MegaHKka,— CIIPOCUJI HacMeULIUBO,— He yZAa-
Joch moobegaTs?

— Eine monagenincsd...— Ipouumnesa smed, YKJaJbIBa-
Ach Ha npexxHee Mecto.— HUKyma oT MeHS He JieHellbCH...

— A MHe II0Ka3aJjoCh, 3TO 'HMaHTCKUI yJaB...— CcKa3al
CepenkuH,— TaKad rpoMajguHa...

— VY AaBH KUBYT TOJBKO B KapKUX CTpaHaX,— yTOYHU-
Ja MypageiikuHa, cZepKuBad APOKb: OHa elje He OIIOMHU-
Jlach OT HEOXKHUAAHHOU BCTpeYH,

— Moaxer, aT0 ragmiora? — npeanosoxuya CepeaKuH, Ha-
KJIOHAACH, YTOOBI JIydllle PACCMOTPeTs Oypyi0 CIIMHY 3MEH C
PAgaMu 4YePHOBATHIX MATEH.

— Her,— ckazan BponsoBuk.— Camas Hacrosmas Me-
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nauka. M3 cempu yoxeii. S gaBuo ee gHaw. He noHumarmn TOJIb-
KO, 3aYeM OHa NPUIIOJI3Ja B 3Ty MYy — Jydile Obl rpesachk Ha
CBO€H coMHeYHOIl [MoJIdgHe...

— Tebe-ro kKakoe gmeiso! — Megauka pasgpaskeHHO Kay-
HyJa rogosoii : — Kyaa xouy, Tyfa u nouaay...

Omna yiersyiach OKOHYATeJIbHO ¥, KaK IIoKasajoch Mypa-
Belikunoil u CepeIKuURy, 3agpeMara.

Ho Bpouzosuk 3xHan: Meganka MoMeHTaJbHO Hamajer,
CTOUT TOJILKO NPHUOJIU3UTHECA K HEH.

«IIn0X0, OUEHb IIJOXO0 ITOJYYUJIOCH,— Pa3MBIILIAN OH, B
3aJyMYMBOCTH ITIOKYCHIBAs OCHHOBBII JucTOK.— Hax ObI ee BbI-
THATH U3 MBI HJIL OTMAaHUTB ?..»

Ou mepeGpaji BCe U3BECTHBLIE €MY CIIOCO0OBI M HUYEro He
NpUAyMaJ.

Ecan enycturthbea K Hell, TpoJeTeTh TaK OJIM3KO0, YTOOBI
OHa IorHaJach,— MeaaHKa BbINON3eT u3 Ambl. Ho, yBuzes,
yro DBpoH30BMK BoO3BpallaeTcd,— IPUIIOJ3E€T Ha IIpexHee
MECTO.

A BBITHATBH,— KaK ee BuiroHuins?! TaKkyw rpoMagudy mMor
Opl Hanyrathb ToNbKOo JRyk-HapreiBuuk., OH AZ0BUT, U IIO3TOMY
HHUKTO He Tporaer ero. Ho BpoH30oBUK Iloccopuics ¢ HUM, H
TOT, KOHEYHO, HEe CTAHET IIOMOTaTh...

«Jlagno,— pemna Bpousosuk.— ITonpo6yw o6manyTs Me-
OAHKY>.

OH B3JeTes HA BePIINHY OCUHBI, IPUBCTAJI, CJIOBHO BIJIA-
ABIBasiCh BAAJIb, 1 C BO3rJIacOM : «UTO 1 BUKY, UTO A BUMKY!» —
KybapeM CKaTHJICA OO CaMOil HUMKHEH BeTKH.

— UYro THI BUgUIIL? — crpocuan Mypaselikuaa u Cepej-
KUH, He IT0Z03peBad, KAKYI0 UIpy 3aTes] BpoH30OBUK.

— Tam, #Ha COJHEYHON HoJdHe,— KaK MOJMKHO TrpomMue
npokpuuas BpoH30BUK,— ThMa caMBIX pPa3HBIX »KYKoB... Ha-
BEePHOE, CIAYYHNJIOCH YTO-TO HeBeposTHoe!

— Kaxux xykoB? — cupocuna MeasHKa, pacKpy4u-
BasACh, CJIOBHO NTOTATHBasCE.— ['ZIe Thl UX yBuAen?

— Ha TBoeit nonaue,— moacausa BpoHsosuk.— Ecau He
BepWIlb, 3aJIe3b Ha BePUIUHY AepeBa U mocMoTpu. OTTYyZa X0po-
0 BUAHO.
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— BBICOKO...— 3aMeTunaa MepsaHKa, OTPUNOZHUMAACH,—
Jla 1 e3Th He CTOUT, 4 ¥ TaK CJIBIIY, YTO TaM HIUKOrO HeT.

— Capmuuib?..— yaAuBuICA BpoH30BUK.— ¥ TeOA TaKOU
XOPOWHH cayx?

Mensauka paccMedanace.

— Dx,— craszaja OHa, BAOBOJb HACMeSBIINCH,— U oOMa-
HYTE-TO HEe MOXKelllb KaK cJiefyer.

— Hy u magso! — paccepguicss BpouzoBuk.— f He cTaxn
ObI TeO6sT OOMAaHBIBATL, HO THI Pa3Jierjiach B sMe U He Jaellb
HaM HaiTU 3all0BeNHLIN I[BETOK, KOTOPBIM IIoMOraer OT BCeX
GosesHell. YmoJa3ail ckopee, a He To!..— BpoH30BUK 3aMoOJIK,
HOABICKHUBAA Yyrpo3y. i}

— Tax BoT 3ayeM BBI NPULLIN,— CKa3aysa MegaHka, He
ofpaiasd BHUMaHMUsA Ha IocjaemgHHe cyioBa BponsoBuka.— MHe
TON e HeoGXO0AUM 3TOT uBeToK. Cerolga B MOJHOUL, KOTAa BbIii-
JAeT JyHa, OH MJOJI)KE€H PpPACKDPBITHCS Ha HECKOJBLKO CEeKyHJ.
S BroxHy ero 3anax U Torja cCMoOry JKHTh €e3 BCAKUX CoJies-
HeH JoJTO-AOJIIo.

— Baoxuemws B clenyoIui pas,— 4yBCTBYS, uro MegaH-
Ka He CABUHETCA ¢ MecTa, OypkHyJa BporzoBuk.— Ter H Tak
3H0poBa. A y IeBOYKM MAaTh TAMeJo OoJieeT. Ee o6A3aTeabHO
HAaJIO BLIJIEUUTD.

— Ilycrs IPUBOLUT CBOW GOJILHYI0O MaTh HbIHUE HOYBI,—
sameruna Mexauka.— IIBeTox pacuseraeTr oguH pa3 B JBa IO-
Ia. He »xxaTh e MHe 1eayw BeuHocTs! Kpome Toro,— smes
CEPAUTO 3allypliajia NPOIJIOTOZHUMU JHCTHAMU,— 3aNOBEJ-
HBIA IIBETOK OJUH Ha Bech Jec. S He mMo3BoJ0 ero 3abpaTh HU-
xKomy. Caplniure,— HH-KO-My!..

BpouzoBuk, Cepegkun 1 MypagelikuHa He HAULJINUCh, YTO
OTBeTUTh. MeAAHKA IIpaBa — 3To ObLJIo oueBHUAHO. Heanssa
B34ATH M3 Jieca OLUH-eAUHCTBEHHBIN 11BEeTOK... Ho 11 B3ATHL ero
HeoOxoaumo. Kax ObITh?

IIepBoii npuayMana MypaseiikuHa.

— Mp&I ero BHIKOIIaeM, a Korja MofA MaMa BBLJIEUUTCH,
nmocaauM o0paTHO,— CKasajla OHA H C HaJEeXXJ0i IIoCMOTpeJa
Ha 3Mel0.

— Her, Her...— 3anpotecrosasga Meaanka.— I He mory
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JKAATHL ABa rojga. Jliogu dacro NPUMHUMAKT MeHs 3a TajloKy.
IIyramoTrcs ¥ HauuHAT GUTH NajKoil. MHe yxe He pa3 monaja-
J0, K CUaCTHIO, He 0 CMepTH. A Korja f MoAbllly 3alaXxoM Hu-
BUIIBeTa,— yJAaphl MHE CTaHyT He CTPAIUHEI.

— A MBI pacCKaX<eM BCeM, YTO TeOA He Hallo TPOraTh, 4YTo
ThI Ge3BpefHad...— ckasay CepeKUH.

— Xopomo, ecu GbI Bce HAYYUIUCH OTAUYATHL MEHA OT
rajoKi,— ckasayia MegaHKa.

— Hayuarca..— ycnokouna ee Mypaseiikuna.— Mbl,
KaK TOJIBKO BepHEMCA B jarephb, cpa3dy HauHeM pacCcKa3bIBaTh
O TOM, UTO 3JeCh KUBeIllb ThI, a He raJIoKa.

— Jlagno, nycts GyAer mo-samemy,— ycrynuina Megas-
Ka.— CnyckaiiTech, BLIKAIbIBaiiTe 1IBETOK. TOJIBKO OCTOPOIK-
Hee, He TOBpPeAUTE KOPHU!

Cepeaxud 1 MypaBeidKUHaA OblIU NopaXeHbl, Korja yBH-
JeJH JXUBUIBET,

OH okazajcd TAKUM HENPUMETHBIM U MaJEeHLKUM, YTO
MypagBelikuHa ejie pasrJisfgesa ero Ha AHe sMbI. BoT Tak 3armno-
BeJHBII 1[BETOK! — BCEro-To MATh CXKATHIX rOJyObIX JIEIIECTKOB
U ToHeHBbKUIl crebenex. J[lae ceiiyac, IIpU ee MypPaBLUHOM
pocTe, OH yMelaJjcA Ha JiaAoIIKe. '

CepeIKMH CKa3aJ, BHUMATEJbHO OIVIALEB I[BETOK CO BCeX
CTOPOH : |

— Temnepr A NOHUMAN, IOYEMY HM B OOHOI OGOJLHHIE
UM He Jedar. OH TaK MaJ, 4YTO JIOAN IIPOCTO HE MOIyT
ero HaiTu.

BpoH30BUK OCTOPOXHO IOAPHIJI 3€MJII0 BOKPYr IL[BETKAa,
yIIaKoBaJ ero B KyJIEK M3 TOHKOH OepecThl, O0BA3aJl KyJeK
nayTWHOM, 4TOOBI yI00HEee HecTH.

— He 3a6yasTe nmocaguTs ero mMoToM Ha MeECTO,— HAIOM-
Hujga MeasaHKa U IPUCTYIIATIACE.

Ilpucnymanuces 1 Bce ocTajJdbHEIE.

— Krto-ro wuger cimogma,—cxaszan DBpousosuk.— [{a He
ONUH.  cIIBILY TOIIOT MHOKECTEBA HOT.

OH B3JjIeTEJ HOBBIIIE M YBHAEJN: K sgMe, B IIOJTHOM 00eBOM
NnopAjKe, IBUrajiuCch MypaBhH.

— Coja uger MypaBsUHOE BOICKO! — KpUKHYJ oH Cepej-
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KkuHy 1 MypaBeilKMHOI.— Y MeHd ceHdyac HeT HUKAKOro XeJa-
HUA ¢ HUMU pasroBapuBaThk. IIpomraiire!

N — ynere.

— JIlomonsy u 4 Ha CBOIO MOJIAHY,— cKasdaJja Measgauka.—
Y MeHdA TOXKe HET JKeJIJaHUA BCTPEYaThCA C MypaBbAMH, KOTAa
OHHM HACTpPOeHbl BoMHCTBeHHO. He 3a6yanTe o IBeTKe U O
TOM, 4YTO BBl oO0eIaju HAY4YUTh JIOAEH OTaUYaTh MeIAHOK
OT rajJiioK.

— He 3a0yaeM...— B OauH rojioc mnoodemanu Mypaseii-
knna u CepelkuH Besea MenaHke.

ToJbKO OHa UcYe3Jia B 3aPOCJAX, KaK Ha Kpal MBI IIOKa-
3aJIUCh MypPaBbU. YBUJAEB CBOUX I'OCTEH I[eJLIMH U HEBPEAUMEI-
MH, OHH PaJOCTHO 3aCyeTHJIUCEH U elne OBbICTpee YCTPEeMUJINCH
K HIM.

— Brur x&usbei? — crnpocun Mypaseiikuay n Cepexkuua
TinaBublli congaT ¥ Zaske OoLIyIIaJ HX, CJIOBHO He BEepUJ IJia-
zaMm.— Kak e atoT Heroasaii Bpousosuk Bac ornycrun? Ha-
BepHoOe, Hac ucnyraJjcsa!

— JKyK He TOJIBKO OTIIYCTHJ, HO M IIOMOT HalTH 3aII0Be]-
HBIH 1[BETOK,— BOT OH! — CepeAKVNH TOpXKECTBEHHO IOZHAJ C
3eMJIH KYJIEK U3 OepecCTHI.

— ToabKko MOTOM, KOTEAa MOA MaMa BBLIEYUTCH, ero o0d-
3aTeJBHO HaZo 6yZeT MocaJUTh Ha IpeKHee MeCTO,— A00aBU-
aa MypaBeifikuHa.

— CpenaeMm,— cxasaJy I'1aBHBII CONAAT U NPUKa3ajJ My-
paBbpaM : — IlocTpouThcst B TOX0oAHbIe KoJsIoHHEI! YeThIpe, ca-
MBIX CHJIBHBIX,— KO MHe!

Yerpipe MypaBbhA-cuIaya IoAOeal, KPEIIKO BIEIIUINCDH
C YeTHIPeX CTOPOH B OPYCHUYHLIA JIMCTOK M IIOBE3JIU-IIOTALM-
au Ha HeM CepearuHa u MypaBeHKUHY.

— DBricTpee, GpicTpee...— moTopaniausaa ux IyaBHBIG
coJiiaT, IoMoraf cHJIayaM Ha IogbeMax M cinyckax.— Hac
EAyT!

Bosspamanuce Beceno. Apko cBeTno coaHue. IITuner ne-
Jau npexkpacHbie nechit. I Mypageiikuna noanesasa um. OHa
ObLJIa CYACTJIMBA — BeAL ¥ Hee ObLI Telleph BOJINIEOHBIHA I{BETOK,
KOTOPBI BBIJIEYUT ee Mamy!..
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FNABA LUECTAA

O TOoM, 4TO HE MoXeT O6biTb,
, O MOXET M ObITb...

Cepeaxud u MypaBeliKMHaA IoNajd cHadaja B O0BATHA
T'saBHOoro mMypasbf, a IOTOM B O00BAThA MypaBbeB BrIcmiero
coseTa. OcTasbHEBIE TOXKe 3aX0TeJI OOHATH HX.

Ho I'naBHBI MypaBeii ckasau:

— Heassda. T'ocTy He BhIAEPKAT MUJINNOHA OCHATHI.

N paspeniuy o6OHATH TOCTel TOJBKO OZHOMY U3 KaMIBIX
cTa ToICAY., BrpIOMpaau TexX, KOTOpPbie CAesaJu AJA IoCTei
Ooapiie Apyrux. B unucie mecAtH, K Gosbmoili pagoctu Mypa-
BeliKuHoii 1 CepeKnHa, okaszaJjicad PRIXKUK.

— A MBI cpa3dy, KakK Thl HCUe3, CIIpallXiBalIu o Tebe,—
ckasaJja emy MypasBeiikuHa.— W ysHaau, uTo Te0sa HaKazaJlu
13-3a Hac. THI 0 cUX TIOp ellle HAaKa3aHHBIN?

— Her,— orBetun Prixuk.— MeHs JaBHO OCBOGOZUIU
oT HaKazaHuga. Cpasy nocJye Toro, Kak Bac yHec BpoH30BHK.
Bear 1 — pasBegyuk...

— Te1 Xoaun ¢ MypaBBUHBIM Bolckom? — cripocus Ce-
peaknH.— Ilouemy ke MBI Te6A He BUgeaun?

— Ilotomy, uTO s WIea He CO BCEMU,— MHOTO3HAYUTEIHHO
menHyJa Pelxkuk.— Korga Hamu mogonuin K BJaajeHUAM BpoH-
30BHUKa, MEHA IIOCJaJHU UCKATh Bac. Befs Morsia HayaThes BOIi-
Ha, TaK?

— Tak,— xkuBHyau Mypasefikuna u CepeIxkiH.

— Bor MHe ¥ NOpPYYHJM,— IIEIIOTOM TIPOZOJIKAJ Phi-
KUK,— OCBOGOZUTH M CIIPATAThL BaCc B Oe3ollacHOe MECTO Ha
Bcakuil cayuaii. Bo Bpemsa Goa BcAKoe MorJio mpousoiitu. Bep-
Hee Bcerq, BpoH30BUK, YBUIEB, UTO MOOEKAECH, YHHUTOMXKHUJI OBI
Bac. OH Takoii!

— OH yxe He Takoii,— ¢ yJabIGKOM cKasasa MypaBeikn-
Ha.— MbI IepeBOCIIUTAJIN €r0.

— A nouyemy Teba He BUAHO OblJO, KOrZa MYpaBbH Hac
Hamau? — cupocua CepeKuH.

— $1 norHaJs Bac TOJILKO Yy caMOro MypaBeiHNKa.
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— Bce konuuioch,— ckaszana MypaBeiikuHa.— Tellepb
MbI He paccraHemcs. Ceiivac nmonpocum I'naBHOro mMypasss,
yT00BI OH OCTABHJ TeCHA C HAMU.

— He vHanmo,— ckazan Pelxuxk.— Tem OGoslee YTO MHe
MOPY4eHO OXpaHaTh Bac. Teneps 4 OyAy ¢ BaMHU 0 KOHIIA.

— A Tl He 3Haellb, YTO MEHI Teleps OymeM aenaTb? —
crupocuia CepeKuH.

— 3uaw,— KuBHyJa Prikuk.— CHauana Bac OCMOTPUT
TnaBHBIH ZOKTOP. A MOTOM BHI Nokjgere ¢ ['1aBHBIM y4YeHBIM B
ero 3aBeTHsnIe moMelneHuda. Tyxa Maso KOro IMycKaor...

W toyHO: He ycmes PBIXKHK 3aKOHUYUTH, Kak IJIaBHBIHN
JOKTOP CKazal:

— Jlpyssa Mou, NoiifeMTe cO MHOil. Bac Hajo HEMHOro
OCMOTPETEH U HEMHOTI'O TIOJIEYUTE.

— A He xo0ouy yKoJgoOB! — ucnyrajsace MypaBeiikuHa.—
He xouy!..

— Huxkakux yKojJ0B He Oyjer,— ycumokousn IJIaBHBII
JOKTOP.— MBI TOJILKO CMa’KeM llapanuHBl COKOM TpaB U IIPH-
ChITLJIEM I[BETOYHOH ITBIIBIION.

— Bawm Heuero Goarbed,— ycunokousa Mypageiikuny, a 3a-
oano u Cepepgruna I'naBHbIN yuyeHbIH.— Pyuaiocs...

CepeIKHMH yCMeXHYJICSH.

«Yero HaMm GofATHCA,— NNOAYMaJ OH.— MbI He 0COOEHHO-TO
HCIIyraJuch Aaxke BpoH3oBUKaA...»

OH xoTesn ckasaTh 570. Ho — cTpaHHOe Aejio: XOTA pPaHb-
e He MPONYCKAJ cJydas IHOXBACTAThCSA M XBacCTaJjicia JaiKe
BBIJYMAHHBIMU TEPONCKUMH IIOCTYIIKaMl, Telleph, KOrLa
OBLJIO 4YTO BCIOMHHTR H pacCKa3aTh,— PaCCKa3blBaThL He
XO0TeJOCh.

— ME1 He cupalIuBaeM ceiiyac HM 0 4eM,— cKa3aJj I'nas-
HBINT MypaBeil.— Ho nocsie Ham Xoresock ObI y3HATH O BalleM
IjeHe.

«Hu ceiivac, Hu mociues,— noaymaa CepenkuH.

IlocmoTper Ha MypageiikuHy, OH NMOHAJN : €l TOXe He XO-
YyeTCd BCIIOMHUHATH O TOM, 4YTO OBLJIO...
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— 3pect He 6oanHO? — cripocus I'aBHBIN AOKTOP, OCTO-
PO HO IpIiKacasich K pPyKaM, CIIVHe.

— CrpaHHO, CTPAHHO...— 3aKJIYUJ OH, BEICAYIIAB OTPU-
naTeabHbie oTBeThl.— [[o-MoeMy, 06a BRI 340POBO YIINGJINCH —
TakKoe BlieyaTjeHue, OyATO Bac CHJILHO Opocayiii HECKOJBKO
pas. Hy, u B 1oBeplileHNe KO BCEMY,— CCaAWHHL...

JeraTh yKOJBI TOCTAM He CTaJIH.

Ho no Gaecramum riaaszam I'maBHoro moktopa Mypaseli-
KuHa U CepeIKUH NOHANN : JOKTOPY OYeHb XOTEJIOCh II0Ka3aTh
TOCTAM, KaXK OH MOXKeT 6e300JIe3HEHHO KOJIOTE.

JleueHlUe KOHUYHIOCH TEM, YTO UX BHIMAs3alJii C HOr' MO TO-
JIOBBI COXKaMH Pa3HBLIX TPaB, CCAAVUHBI NPUCHINAJIH UBETOYHOI
neIenoit. W emie 3acTaBUJIM IPOTJIOTHTL KaKue-TO CJajKue
TabNeTKH.

— Tenepr Bce B NOpAAKe,— cKazay [JaBHBIT ZOXTOP
T'narHomy yuenomy.— Ilepemato rocreii B Bamu pyxu. Cienu-
Te, YTOGBI OHM HE YTOMJISIIVCH OT PA3rOBOPOB ¥ NOGOJbIIe ITH-
JIU 3eMJIAHUYHOTO COKa TI0II0JIaM ¢ POCOIA.

— {1 npocraexy, TPOCTEKY 3a STHUM,— HECKOJBKO pas
KuBHyJ I'naBHblil yueHblii. Ho mo Tomy, Kak OH pacceaHHO Or-
aapesncd, MypaseiikuHa u CepefKUH pelau: oCa3aTeNbHO
s3alymer.

N — ne omubancs.

Ycazus rocreii B yao0Hble MArKHe KpecJja cBoOero Kabume-
Ta, 'IaBHBIHA y4eHBII BIOJ3 B CBOe — TaKoe GoJIplIoe, YTO B
HeM CBOGOAHO MOKHO OBLIIO yJIeUbCS CIATh, I CIIPOCHJI

— FKak BuI fymMaere, 40 Bac MOABJIANICL TAKle MaJieHb-
KHe JII0LU, KaK BbI,— WJIM HEeT?

— Her,— yBepeHHo oTBetusa MypaseiiknHa.— Mp1 1iep-
BBIE.

Ona yumnachk TOJBKO HA IIATepKU. Y Becerga oTsedasia yse-
peHuo,

— Pagnpiie Hac Takux He 0bL10,— oTBeTU CepelKUH Me-
Hee yBepeHHO.— Ecsmm 0Bl 0HHM mosABAAIUEh, — HAM Obl 00s13a-
TEeJIbHO paccKasayu o6 9TOM B IIKOJIE.

Cepegkun yunics xyxe. IIsTepkn y Hero OnIBajHN, Kak
TCBOPHUJI OTel], TOJIbKO Mo OoJawimuM mnpasguuxkam. Ilostomy,
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cxasas BcJyel 3a MypaBelKHHOI TO Ke, 4TO U oHa,— Cepearuu
3aCOMHEBAJICA: MOKeT OBITh, B IIKOJI€ M F'OBOPHJH O II0J00-
HEIX CJy9asX, a OH npocJiymasi?..

— Takx, TakK...— pa3oyapoBaHHO II0OKadyaJj rojoBoil I'yag-
HBLIA yueHbIi.— f mpeanosarasy: JiOAM He Bcerjga BHUMATENb-
HO OTHOCHATCS K TOMY, YTO 3HAIOT.

— Ho MbpI HUKOTJ]a He CJABIIAJH U He YUTAJH O TaKuX
monax! — pockaukHysa MypaseitkuHa.— YecTHoe caoBo!

— Huxorpa,— 6osiee yBepeHHo noAaTBepaua CepegkiH.

— A npo I'yanusepa UM ero IpUKJIIOYEHUS B CTpaHe JIAJIU-
NYTOB YHUTAJIH?

— 9To cKasdka! — B OJUH roJIOC BOCKJIHUKHYJ U MypaBeii-
kuHa u CepenknH.— Beap Ha caMOM-TO Jiejie TAKOro He OnLiIO!

— Kax 3HaTh, KaK 3HATb...— ONATH IIOKAYaJ TIOJOBOI1
T'naBHbIM yueHbIl.— MoXHO, KOHEYHO, CKa3aTh, OyATO U JI10%i-
MOBOYKU He OBLIO. A MOYKHO IIPEAIIOJOKHUTh, YTO — ObLjIa. Bo
BCAKOM cJjyuae, CKa3Ka-To o Hel ecth! KcraTii: Kakos ee pocr,
yeMy paBeH? )

— Marnenskafa,— cKasajla, He 3aJyMbIBasich, MypaBeii-
KMHa,— BPOJe MEeHA.

— oMy u paBeH 0b1J ee pocT,— cKasdajy CepegKuH.

— A CKOJBKO B Oi0iiMe CaHTHUMETPOB, MUJIJINMETPOB? —
cupocusa I'taBHBII yUeHLIit.

— K10 ero sHaetr,— 3a ce6a u MypaseiikuHy ckasaju Ce-
pPeAKMH.— MBI He HHTEpPEecOBaJUCh.

— Bcem Haslo MHTepecoBaThCH A0 KOHIA,— HaCTaBUTEJIb-
Ho mpousHec y4eHblii.— Torga u moiimere Gospme. Tak BoT:
pocT ee OBbLJ PaBeH ABYM C IIOJJOBUHOM CAHTMMETPOR... UJIU CaH-
TUMeTpaM? — 3afymMaJica oH.— Jla, KOHEYHO,— ABYM C IIOJIO-
BHHOII caHTUMeTpaM. Tak IpaBUJIRHO HaZo FOBOPHUTE. B Haillem
MypaBeiiHUKe eli moka3aJiock Opl TecHoBaTo. HaBepHOE, Ha ee
IIyTy He 6b17I0 00Jiee KPYIHBIX MypaBheB, MHa4Ye OHa 00dA3a-
TeJBbHO IIoroctTuna Owsl y Hux. Tak s gymarn... Moxer ObITh, Ka-
JKe HaBcerja ocraJjack ObI ¢ HUMH. Y roCTEIIDUUMHEIX MypPaBhb-
eB el 0Bl JKWJIOCH IIPEKPaCHO.

— BprI XoTuTe, yTOGHI MEI HaBcerja OCTaJNCh y Bac? —
cnpocujsa MypageHKuHa.
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— O, "et,— otBeTus '1aBHBI y4YeHBIH.— ITOrO He MO-
sKeT GbITh. BBl OKa3ainuch y Hac 10 CYACTIUBON CJIYYaHHOCTHU.
Tak a gymaro. IlorocTure u BepHeTeCh homoii... S xorenm cka-
3aTh, B MMOHEPCKUIl JIarephb,— MONPaBUICA OH.— ¥ KaKAOro—
cBof Ku3Hb. Ho OyJeT HEIJI0X0, eCJIHd JIOAU CTaHyT Jyulle
MeHUMAaTe, Hac. A MbI— Jofeil. 3ITo IIPUHECET TOJbKO
MMOJIB3Y... ‘

— 3HaeM, 3HaeM,— ckaszaJj Cepegkus.— Brl 1 Tak mpu-
HOCHTE MHOI'O II0Jib3bl. OGeperaere Jjec OT Pa3HBIX -BPEAUTE-
Jei... A MOKHO MHe 3aJaTh BaM BoIIpoc?

— Koueuno! — o6pagoBaJica yueHbIil.— fI oueHp 0610
OTBeYaTh Ha BOIIPOCHI. e

— Bampoc Takoii.— CepefkuH Hamopmua Jio6.— Ham
CKasaau, 6yATo BBHI 3apaHee 3HAJIU O TOM, 4YTO MBI K BaM IIpU-
zeMm. OTKyIa BLI y3HAJIU 06 3TOM?

— Her Huuero Jaerue!— paccmesiysica [I'saBHBIE yue-
HBIHT.— MBI 3aMeTUJII : ThHI NOIIEJ K MypaBeMHUKY, YAUBHUJICH,
MoYeMy He BHIEJI ero paHblile, U 3auHTepecoBaica uM. OcTab-
HOe — JeJI0 TIpPeAIloJoMKeHuil u ¢Gautasuu. Morsaa OBITHL U
omuOka. Ho Ha 3TOT pas, KaKk caM BUAUIIE, OIIMOKK HeT. BoJb-
Lle HaJZo BEPUThL B HEBO3MOJKHOe, MOl ADPYr!— BOCKJIPMKHYJI
oH.— Torga HeoObIYHOE MOIKET CTATh OOBIYHBIM. IloHATHO?

— ITousTHO...— pasouapoBaHHo oTBeTus CepegKuH, He
OXKMJaBUINI TAKOT'O IPOCTOrO OTBETA.

OH XOTeJI ellle 0 YeM-TO CIIPOCUTE, HO eMy nomewman Poi-
KUK,

— IlepepriB! — peinuTenrHO MoTpeGoBa OH, BXOAA B Ka-
CUHET yUeHOro U Bpydas KaXAOMY II0 YalledKe 3eMJIAHUYHOTO
COKa IMoIoJaM ¢ pocoii.— Brl 3a0b111,— 0o0paTUJicsi OH K yue-
HOMY,— JOKTOD 3aIllPeTUJ] YTOMJATHL I'OCTeil GeCKOHEUHBIMU
pasroBopaMu.

— I Huvyero He 3a0bBLT,— pa3fpa’XeHHO OTBeTUJ [JaB-
HBIN yYeHBIH U noBepHyJicd K CepeKuHy.

— Ile-pe-pBIB,— HEYMOJUMO IIOBTOPIJI PHIXKUK.

— Kakx BBI cMeeTe npepeIBaTE MeHA? — 3aep3aJj B KpecJe
I'naBHbIll yuyeHblil.— 1 Boo6IIe: KTO BBl TaKO, YTO BaM 3/[€Ch
Hajxo?
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— 910 PoIXKUK,—CcKazana Mypaseiikuna.— OH oxpaHs-
€T Hac.

— Ilo mopyuenuw I'naBHoro wmypaBbhda,— go6aBun Ce-
PeAKIIH.

— Ax, na!— scumomHus ydeHbiil.— IIpocture... f, nei-
CTBUTEJIBLHO, YBJEeKCsS pasroBopoM. IlpepBeMca Ha gecdaThb
MUHYT.

— Ha mungarHagunaTe,— MonpaBua ProlRuK.— Pacciadb-
Tech, HI O YeM He gyMaiire.

— N w~He-— paccnabuUThCd, He AyMaTh? — BOSMYTUJICS
yuenslit.— Ho s He Mory He AyMaTh, He Mory. Ilommmaere?..

— Orapl-xaTe! — npukasas PeIXKUK, He caymmas IpoTe-
CTOB YYE€HOTO.

— Tosdy! —crkasan OesnHagexkuo IaBHBI yueHBIR.—
IIpugerca oTZbIXaTh, HUYEro He MOoAeJaelllb. .

CepeakuH MOAMUTHYJ PBIXKUKY : TIYCTh, MOJI, YYE€HBIA OT-
IOXHEeT, OH CTaphblii, eMy 00513aTeJILHO HAaJ0 OTAOXHYTh. A MBI—
TE€M BpeMeHeM IIoUrpaeM.

Ho PeIXRUK caenaj BUJ, 4TO HUYEro He 3aMeTuI.

«9X THI, a €ellle APYrOM HasbIBaJjcH...» — noayman Cepen-
KUH, 3aKPBIBaA IJjasa.

3axpslaa riaza u MypaBeiikuHa.

Heckosnbxko MUHYT OHaA IOJyJIeKasia B KpecJje IIPOCTO TaK,
a IOTOM HadaJja AyMaTb.

Bo-nepBrIx, oHa mogyMaJlia 0 CBoeil IpUUYecKe U O TJaThe.
Ilocne oTappIxa Hajo He 3a0BITH NIPHYECATHECA U XOPOIIEHBKO
IIOCMOTPETLCA B 3epkajo. A To '1aBHBIIT AOKTOP ee ocMoTpe,
a oHa ce6sa — HeT. Hago xe! IlnaTee — BCe B MATHAX OT coKa U
s3esqieHUu. B MypaBeiinuke-To He o4eHb 3aMETHO, HO IIOTOM, KOT-
na AnHa KoHCTaHTHHOBHA yBUJUT,— OHA MOXeT yHacThb B 06-
MOPOK.

Bo-BTOpEIX, CepefkiH, KasKeTCs, TeePh yiKe KPEIKo Io-
Ipysuiaca ¢ Heit. 1 MypasBelikuiHoi#i He X04eTcHaA ¢ HUM paccra-
BaThcd. Ho ckopo npuzerca yes:xkaTh U3 Jjarepd. W HUKTO He
3HaeT, KaK JaJibllle IoiijerT ux Apyxoba. 37eck OHU BMECTE, a B
ropojie — pasbeAyTca 10 Pas3sHBIM paiioHaM, NoHAyT Zena—
HIKOJIEHBIE U HeMKOoJIbHBIE... «Halno B3ATH ¢ HEro 4ecTHOE CJIO-
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BO, YTO OH BCErZa, 4To ObI HU IPOU3OINLIO0, OYAET ZPYHHUTH CO
MHOM. Tax BepHee»,— nmoaymaJsia MypaBeiikuHA.

N eme MypaseiikuHa HOAyMaJja O POAUTENAX: KaK-TO
OHU ceifuac oTAabIXaloT 6e3 Hee? U Kak nepemaTsr UM I[BETOK —
BeJh OH MOJIKEH pPacliBeCTH, KOT'Za BBIHAET JyHA...

Hdyman u CepegKut.

Bo-nepBrIX, 0 TOM, YTO cUJIa BOJIM Y HEro, KasKeTcs, Kpem-
HeTr. IloToM OH eme 3aliMercsas TUMHacCTHKOH... Korjga omnars
cTaHeT 0OJBIINM U BepHETCHA B Jarepb. TaM OH ysKe He OTCTa-
HeT oT pU3pPyKa, MOKa TOT He OOy4YUT ero BceMy, 4YTO caM yMme-
€T AeJiaTh.

Bo-BTOophiX, Cepeagkud nogymaJt o Mypaseiikunoii. Kakag
cMmesad mesuoHka! He noer, korpa ymubercsa. He ucnyragaace
/HKyra-Bpouzosuka! Taxue pegko Bcrpevaworcd. Kak »kaniko,
YTO OHa YYUTCA B Apyroi mkosie. Ho, Korjga oHU BepHYTCA B
ropoj, CepeakuH OyAeT e3IUTh K Hell KaxAbuld geHb. OHu BMe-
CcTe MOMAYT B KMHO, B IIUPK... TOJBKO HAA0 He 3a0BITh B3ATH C
Hee caMoe 4eCTHOe CJIOBO, 4YTO OHa Bcerja OyJer APYKUTH
TONABLKO ¢ HUM, CepeJKUHEIM...

A ellje oH moAyMaJ o poauTeadax. UTo, ecru MM PpaccKa-
3aTh O MypaBeiiHUKe U MypaBbfAX, O BCTpeue ¢ MeaaHkoii u o
TOM, KaK OHU HAIIlJIU 3alI0BeIHBIH I[BETOK?..

Ho Tyt &e, MbIcI€HHO, cKa3aJ caM cebe: «Her. Huuero ue
noayuurcsa. MaMma cKaseT, UTO BCe 53TO MHe IIPUCHUJIOCH. A Ta-
Ia HaYHEeT BHHUTHh BOCIUTaTeJeil, OyATO OHHU JKapAT JeTeil Ha
COJIHIIE JO TEX IIOp, IIOKA AETAM He II0JIE3eT B IOJIOBY BCAKadA
YepPTOBIIUHA».

He orgbixan u 'naBHEIN yUeHBIH.

Brpouem, oH He oTAbIxas HUKoOrga. Jlaxe CHBI eMy CHU-
JUCh CJIOBHO IO 3aKa3y: Bce, UTO He ycIlieBaJ JH0coo0paszuTh
IHeM, JocooOparxaJsochk Bo cHe. M 9To AJUJIOCh U AJUJIOCH, KaK
MHOTOCEPUIHEIN OeCKOHEeUHbIH QUIBM.

OH elle IpogoJIKaJl JyMaThb, KOI'Jia OTTyha, I'Ze CTOAJ PbI-
KUK, JOHECJHUCH BO3BMYIIEHHbIE I'0JI0CA :

— A 4 roBopio, 4ToO MHEe pa3peliuyii BOUTH B KaOMHeT
T'1aBHOroO yuyeroro!

— M mue... A mue!!!
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— Her, ne Boiizere,— orBeuan Pwixkuk.— [lo Tex 1mop,
TIOKa He 3aKOHUYUTCA IepephIB.

— Kro 5310? — cupocuna MypaselikuHa.— MHe Kaxercd,
6yaTo g casliry roJoc I'yiaBHOro 3aroTroBuTeNA.

— Ceiiuac IOCMOTPUM,— CKa3aJ YUeHbINl U KpUKHYJ PhI-
KUKy : — IIponycrure, MBI y2XKe OTHOXHYJIH!

B xkabGuHeT Apyr 3a ZpyroM BOLLJIU :

T'naBuBIHi reorpad.

T'naBHBIA cTPOUTEE.

TaBHEBIN coapar.

I'smaBHEIA yUUTEND.

FnasHbBIN JOKTOP.

A TinaBHBII 3aroTOBUTENH MOABUJICA IIATSCH, BOJIOYa 3a
coboil mogHoc u3 6epe3oBoro JucTa, Ha KOTOPOM CIenuaibHO
JJI TOoCTeli KpacoBaJUCh ABe 3eMIASHUYHUHBI. OH caM BRIpacTHN
UX B YKPOMHOM MeCTe, TJe JII00UI OTABIXaTh Ha Oepery HeGoIb-
LI JIYIKHU.

— MHs3BuHuTEe, UTO IOMemasu! —B OJHH TOJIOC CKasaju
Bce, KpoMe I'taBHOTO 3aroTOBUTE A,

A TOT ellle HEKOTOPOe BPeMA NBIXTEJ, IATHIICH, ITIOATACKH-
BaJ roctaM yroujeHrse. I TOJBKO ITOCJE TOr0, KaK OHO OKa3za-
JIOCh ITIepef HUMU, CKa3aJ:

— MHaBunure, g, Kaxercd, HEMHOIO 3aJepaKaCcs.

Ilotom tnoksoHuaca. HaseBo— geBouxe, HaNpasBo —
MaJIbUYUKY.

— UYrTo npuseso Bac? — Ba’XHO CIIPOCUJI YUEHLIHI MypaBb-
eB Bricoero cosera U KecToM IPeAJOKUN PACIOJJOMKUTHCI HA
AUBaHYMKAX, CTOAMUX BAOJbL CTeH.— BBl IpHUHECIH KaKoe-To
BajkHOe u3Becrue?

— MB5I HUYero He IPUHECIH, KpOMe 3eMJISHUKHU,— OTBeE-
T I'TaBHEBIH 3arOTOBUTENE.

— W xpome OecriokoiicTBa 0 3XOPOBhE HAIIUX rOCTEH,—
zobaBun I'nmaBHBIN AOKTOP.— MHe IOKasaloch, YTO UM 3a0bI-
BaOT AAaBaTh TO IUThE, KOTOPe A nponucan. Hemegnenno paiite
AeBOYKe U MAaJbYUKY 3eMJISHUYHEINA COK ¢ pocoii!l..
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[MABA CEAbMAS
MypaBbuHble aBTOOYCbl M CaMONETHI

CepenKuH TOJNBLKO yCIIeJ PACKPBITH POT, YTOOBI €Xa3aTk,
KaKolf BKYCHBII COX OHU NIUJIU, KaK BAPYr YCJabIIOAJ TJIyXie
yzaapsl. CJI0BHO KTO-TO IIpUIIeJ U CTYKHYJ B MypaBeHHHK He-
CKOJIBKO pas:

«Bym-6am-6ax...»

Iloxosxzan HeMHOrO U CHOBA :

«Bym-6am-Cax...»

N — 3aTapaGanun 0e3 oCTaHOBKH.

— Y10 3T70? — cupocun CepeikKuH, YAUBIAACH, TMOUYEMY
MypaBbU He o00pamjaloT HHUKAKOro BHHMMAHIS Ha CTpPaHHBIE
yAap.l.

— Joxae npuiiesa,— orTseTus I'aBHBIN yUeHBIH.

IIpucnymasca u goGasuua:

— JITUHHBIT JOMKIb.

— 1 Xouy mocMOTpeTh Ha AJUHHBIH N0 Ib,— HeMeIJIeH-
Ho 3agaBusa Mypaseiikuua.— IloiieMmTe cKOopee, MOKa OH He
npoies... 3Haere, KaK BeceJo 6erats Mok Koxgem!

— He cTrouno 0n1,— nmomopinujca I'saBHbIH yuurenas. OH
JIOOHMJI OCTOPOMHOCTb.— BBIBAIOT OYeHb OOJblINe IO KIUHBI.
HeKoTophIe HAKPHIBAIOT C FOJOBOIA.

— Hy u nycTsr HakpeIBaloT,— He ucnyraJjack Mypaseii-
xuHa.— BoJa B peuke ToXKe He pa3 HaKpbIBajia MEHS C I'CJio-
Boii. IToilizemTe!

...BeTK! COCHBI 3al[UINAJTH XBOHHBIA KYHOJ OT Aokasa. Ho
HaJieTawll}ie TOPLIBLI BETPA BCTPAXUBaAJIHU ux. Y TOrga Ha My-
PaBeiHUK o0pyIINBaJIcia HECKOHYAEeMbIil IIOTOK.

— He nymy,— cka3zay Pel2KUK, 3aropaXuBasi roCTAM BbI-
X0J4.— IJTO ollacHO. BHI y:Ke OJHH pa3 BHICKOUYUJHM U TONAaJu K
BpouzoBukry. I'naBHbIif MypaBeii MpuKakeT 0e3’XaJOCTHO Ha-
Ka3aTh MEHA, €CJIH C BAMH €eille YTO-HHOYAb CHAYUNTCH.

— PBIXKUK, MUJIEHbKHH...— CTaJa ylnpamueaTbk MypaBeii-
KuHa.— MBI TOJNBKO YYTh-4yTh TOCMOTPUM Ha JoXxas! Hy, uro
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C HaMU MOJKET CIAyuYuThca? Beab HUKTO ceifuac He JieTaeT U He
I0JI3AET, BCE INOIPATAIUCE...

Proxuk 3akosiebascsa. YeTkoro npukasa — BbEINYCKATE I'o-
cTeli Ha AOXKJAL UJIM HET — OH He moJjydaJs. '1apHBINI MypaBei
NPUKAa3aJl OXpaHATh, HO He IIPHKa3bIBaJl 3alpeuiaTh I'OCTAM
JAeJaTh TO, YTO OHU 3aXOTHAT.

— Jlaguo,— yerynui Pelsxuk.— ToJIbKO HeZoJIro.

— Bcero ogHy MUHYTKY,— Ioo0Oemasa MypaBeiiKuHa.—
CamMyio MaJIeHbKYI0 MUHYTKY! — 1, moranyB CepeakuHa, BHI-
CKOYIJia HAPYKY.

Tawm, HaJ 1IBETAMU, IOBUCJIU AEeCATH... HET, ABAaJIlaTh Ma-
neHbKMX pagyr. Kasgas u3 Hux ObLIa CJIOBHO Pa3HOLBETHBIN
BEITHYTBLII MOCTHK OT I[BeTKa K IBeTKy. He xBaTaso TOJBKO
memexozioB. I MypagseiikuHa pBaHyJachk OBl TyZa — IONPOGO-
BaTh XOTs OBI CTYIINTD Ha OAUH U3 MOCTUKOB. Ho Gosplias Kai-
I OpAKHYyJIach Ha Hee ¢ BBICOTHI, MypaBeiiK1Ha TOJBLKO YycIle-
na ckasaTh: «Iloi...» ¥ yTOHyJIa B KallJle BMECTe C OKOHYaHU-
€M CJIOBa.

— Y70,— cnpocuxn CepeJKNH, Korja OHa BBIHBIpHYJA,—
0 YeM Hajp IIeTh?

— $I xorena ckasarn: «Iloiiem GeraTs o MocTuUKam!»

OrBeruth CepelKHH He ycIeJ: BTopad Kaljaf IIIOXHY-
JIach IIPAMO Ha HeEro.

— Oii, Tony! — saxpudan CepefKuUH AypallIuBLIM roJjo-
COM K 3aMaxaJjl pyKkaMu, Aejafl BUL, 9YTO HUKAK He MOJKET BBI-
MJIBITh.

— Bosspamaiitech, CKOpee Bo3Bpamaiirech!..— yMOJIAI
PriKuK.

Ho Cepeakun u MypaseiikuHa, npeskje deM BePHYTHLCH,
ené HeMHOT0 ITPOKATHJINCH IO CKOJBb3KOIi XBoe. A IIOTOM BCKa-
pabkaJyyich Ha BePUIMHY MypaBelHUKA W CIJIACAJH KaKOH-TO
HEeMOHATHHIN TaHel,. '

OH 'coCTOSN U3 BCKPUKMBAHU, IPUTONBIBAHUIA, IPUXJIO-
HBIBAaHMI B JaAOIIHM U KPYKEHUH Ha OGHOM Hore.

HensBecTHO, mOHpaBuiacsa GBI TaHel] BOCIUTATeIbHULE AH-
He KoHCTaHTHHOBHE U PORUTEJAM HJIM HET, 3aTO CAMH TaHIO-
PEI OBLJIY OT HEro B BOCTOPTE.
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— Yédd...— ycranso B3ZOXHYAMU OHU, HEOXOTHO BO3Bpa-
Aasach B MypaBeliHUK.

— Br zacTaBuIM HacC BOJHOBATLCH,— YIPEKHYJ IPAMO
y ntopora rocrei I'staBHEBI ydeHbBIH.

— Ha, ma...— DOATBEPAUJI LOKTOP.— MEI O4eHb BOJIHOBA-
Jrck. Bo BpeMs KPYIIHBIX JOMJIel HaJo OTCHUKUBATBCHA IOJ,
KpBbIIIe.

— Jlake cTpouTesu IpPeKpamamwT paGoTsl B JOMXKAL,—
ckazan I'masHEbIil cTpouTeah.— C JoRIAMU ITYTKH IIaoXu., OHU
MOI'yT HeE TOJBKO OTJIYIIUTH, HO U CMBITh B KaKyK-HHOYIb
JYHKY.

— A mno-moemy, peGsTa MOJOAIBI,— 3aABUJ [J1aBHBIH
coingat.— M3 HUX MOryT moJy4YuThca Xpabpbie BOUHLL, f 11 cam
nompeiraa Gel MOA JOXIeM, fa He MOTYy: €CJH MOH COJAAThI
YBUJAT — B aPMUU MOJKET HaPYUIUTLCA JUCIUILINHA.

— A MHe Bce paBHO, YTO HOZYyMaloT 060 MHE MOU IIOAYH-
HeHHBbIe,— CKazaJl 3aroToBuTtelb.— Ho £ He MOFy TaK Pe3Bo
NpeIraTh — GPIOIIKO MelmiaeT. OX, echu Gbl g MOT IIOMEHbIIe
ecTh!l..

JloK b IpOoZoJIIKaJ CTy4YaTh. HO IOCTENeHHO cTuxaJj. He-
60 Bce Goasblne roxytesno. Cepegxun u MypagelikiHa, BBITJISA-
HYB U3 MypaBeifHUKa, YBUJEJHU PeAeKllyK 3aBecy, CKBO3b KO-
TOPYIO IIPOCTyNasil OYepTaHUA HeJaJIeKNX JOMOB Jareps.

— Hagepnoe, Arna KocraHTHHOBHA y:Ke npuBeja pe6AT
C PeyKU...— IpeAnoJoxia MypaseliKuHa.

— Kyzna ram! — 3acmesnca Cepegkra.— OHU OTCHMKUBA-
0TcA B KycTaxX. BcmoMHH, KaK MBI IIDOLULIBIN pas XOAUJIN Ky-
nmatecd: Moka AHHa KoHcTaHTHHOBHA Bcex cobpaja, 4yTh JH
He Jac IIpome...

— Moxer, u Tak..— corracugack MypaBeldKuHA.—
Ax, —cmoxBaTujach oHa,— Kak Obl HAM COOOIUTE MaMe U IIa-
Ile, YTO MbI HAlllJIK I[BETOK OT BCeX GoJe3zHeli. Begs OHM JOJIK-
HBI IIpUeXaTh IIOCKOPEE — I[BETOK PACIBETET, KOrja B3OIHZeT
JIYHA...

Y ona cesa mpsaMo Ha II0JI, TOJAIEPJa FOJCBY KyJadKOM.

— He 6Gecnoxoiica, dero-Hubyar NpuiyMaeM,— IIOILI-
TaJicd YCIIOKOUTE ee CepeKIH.
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— Hwuuyero He mpuzyMaellb...— B3XOXHYyJMa MypaBeiiku-
Ha, ¥ BCe YBUMEJU, KaK U3 I'Ia3 ee BBIKATHUJIUCH JBe OoJblIue

CJIe3hl...
— Oii, kak MHe TOCKJUBO! — BOCKJUKHYyJIla OHa U 3a-

peizaa.

— Yro 370 TaKOoe — TOCKa? — 3aBOJIHOBAJNCH MY-
paBru.— MEI He 3HaeM HUKaxo# TocKU... Ho, HaBepHoe, 3TO
uyT0-TO o4ueHb ornacHoe! Hago moMous meBouKe BO UTO OBl TO HU
cTaJjio MocKopeil yBULETh POAUTEel!

— Hapo... Hago...— zamywmenu Bce.

A TnaBHbBIl 3aroTOBUTEJIE CaM YYTh He 3alljaKaJl.

— FEcau 6n1. oHM OBIIM HemaJeKo,— cKazaa LJIaBHEBIHN
COJIAAT,— MOJKHO OblLJIO0 ObI HAaTlaCTh HAa HWUX U 3aCTABUThH Oe-
KaTh B CTCPOHY Jarepfa X0 TeX IIOP, TOKa He NMpPUOeryr K BOpO-
TaM. Bexn ¢ HaMM cosijaTaMu WyTKY maoxu! OHU Koro xo-
Yels 3aCTaBAT MYaTLCA BO BCIO IIPHITh.

— Ilama ¢ mamoil oueHb gasexo. Ha Gepery YepHoro mo-
pd...— BcxaunHynta MypaBeiikuHa.

ITosoxxeHle Ka3aoCch 0€3BBIXOHBIM.

«4Tt0 genath, KaK MOMOYE €ii?» — aymaa CepeZKuH.

WU sapyr 'naBurblii reorpad cxasani:

— Ecan poaurenn He MoryT IpuexaTth — HaZ0, IPEQIO-
JIeB PacCTOSHUE, JOCTABUTL K HUM JEeBOUYKY.

— IIpaBuabHO! — BOCKJIHKHYJH Bce, KpoMe Cepeakuna
u MypaBeliKUHOH.

CepeAkVH He IIpeACTaBadAN, KaK 3TO MypaBbH CMOTLYT
TIPeoJ0JIeTh PACCTOAHYE B THICAYH KHJIOMETPOB.

A MypaseiikiHa JaKe He o0paTuJia BHUMaHUA Ha CJIOBa
T'nasHoro reorpadga — BCXJHILIBAJIA U BCXJIUNLIBANA...

— Hapgo nonpocurs paspeumienus y I'taBHoro mypaBbs,—
ckasaJ yueusrii.— I'me ou?

— JHymaer,— coo0mua PrikuK.— 3aKpeliIcd B CBOEM
IOMeEUIeHUY AJIS PA3MBIIJIEHHII U 3aIlIPETHJ BXOAUTH, IIOKa
caM He II030BET.

— Ilnoxo,— mnputonnyn I'naBupiii crpourens.— Ero
Heslb3sl OeCIIOKOUTH — paccepauTrcd. Kpome Toro, s CTPOMJI
TIoMelleHYe PasMBIILJIEHUH ¥ 3HA0, KaK TPYAHO TyjAa JOCTY-
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yaTthcd. BelcTpo BeI3BaTh [J1aBHOTO MypaBbA MOJKHO TOJBKO
cursaJom Tpesoru. Ho g xe pemrycs Ha 5T0.

— A a pemycs,— 3aaBui IsaBHEIHE congat.— Byas uTo
6yner. Haitia rocTsd IJ1aueT,— passe 5TO He IPUYNHA AJIS Tpe-
Boru? Eme xakas! — BOCKJIMKHYJ OH M 00Zpo HaIpaBUJICH
B IJ1y0b MypaBeHHUKA.

Bckope oTTyza moHecanch 3BYKU, TOXOoXKHe Ha CapabaH-
HbIEe yapbl,— IJIyXUe U TPEBOMKHEIE.

MypasBeiikuHa Bce Tak Ke cufena Ha noay. OHa yixe He
njaaKaja — 3aMepia, 00XBaTUB KOJIEHU PYKaMU.

CepenxuH, Kak MOT, ycrokansay ee. Ho oxna ero Oyaro u
He BUJeJA.

BapaGauHble ygapsl CMOJIKJIIH...

— FKasxercd, uger...— npollenTtaj ['JTaBHBIA yYUTEIb.

TIponio HECKONBKO MHHYT, M BCe YCJIBIIIAJIU HE TOJBKO
TOPOIJIUBLIE IIIATH, HO ¥ T'OJIOCA &

— IIpocrture, mpocruTe, MoxkaJyiicra, s IIpepBaJl Ballu
TOoCyAapCTBEeHHBIe pPa3MBIILIEHUd,— TroBopuJ I'JaBHBLIN COJI-
rat.— Ho, ToHuMaeTe, cHA TaK IJadeT, eil TAK Xo4YeTcs yBU-
AeTh POAUTENEMH...

— Hapgo Cwl10 OTBJIEYs [JE€BOYKY, NPUAYMAJU ObI UTO-
HUuGyab,— HEZOBOJBLHO OTBETUJ ['1aBHBIN MypaBeil.

Bce 3uamu: I'naBHBII Mypaseii odens A06p. Ho, Kak Bcd-
komy I';taBHOMY, eMy YacTo KasaJioch, OYATO OH JAeJaeT To,
YTO BIIOJIHE MOTJU CJeJaTh €ro nNogynHeHHble. B Takiie MUHY-
TbI OH CepPAUJICS.

Bor u ceiiuac, ycJablllaB €ro HELOBOJBHBIN rojoc, MYy-
paBbsu BrIciero cosera onycTHUIIU I'OJOBHI...

— Tak...— ckazaJjg I'maBHbI MypaBen.—— 3Hatm'r, HeBOY-
Ka IIJadeT, a BBl He MOKeTe Jaske BBITepeTh eii ciesni? Ms-3a
9TOro HaJo 0083aTeJbHO OTPHIBATH MEHS OT Pa3MBILUIICHMNHE?

OH BompocuTeabHO mocMOTpea Ha I'J1aBHOro ydyesoro, a
TOT BOIIPOCUTEJILHO OTJIAIE] BCEX.

— ¥ Hee TOCKa,— OCTOPOYXHO cCKaszan I[JaBHBIH coJ-
JaT,— a MBI He 3HaeM, 4TO 3TO TaKoe.

— Tocka?..— T'naBHBIN MypaBell ri1y60KOMBICIEHHO IIO-
LIeBeJIMJI yCUKaMU.— OJTO OYE€Hb CePbE3HO, TAKOE YYBCTBO OBI-
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BAaET TOJBKO y Jiojeli. A ¢ YeJOBeUECKMMU UYYBCTBAMU Jaike
JIIOAU He BCerja MOryT cipaBuThed.. Hy, 4To 3K, 2aTo y Hac
€CTh OYEeHb CHJIbHOE MYPaBbHHOE UYBCTBO — BO BCEM JOJ2KEeH
ObITh MOPAAOK.

Tyt Baraag ero 3ajgep:xaicsa Ha CepeKuHe, 1 BCEM CTaJIO
dAcHo: ['maBHLIM MypaBeil IPUHAJ pelieHUe.

— OHHU JOJKHbI eXaTh BJABOEM: [JeBOYKa U MaJbYUK.
JIpyroro BrIxoZa A He BUXKY,— CKa3aJi OH.

...Ha »TOT pas cTox B 3ajye GbLI CBOOOJEH OT YrOUEHUIi.
JIuiie, KOrjJa y4YacTHUKHU YCeJHNCh BOKPYT CTOJIA, OeCINyMHBIHI
MypaBeil IpUHeC U IIOCTaBUJI OKOJIO KaXJAOro II0 Yallleuyke
pOCHI.

— C yero HayHeM o0OcCyXxJeHue IO0e3gKH? — CIPOCUJI
T'smaBubIii MypaBeii.

T'naBHEBIN reorpad cxazad:

— IIpex e Bcero Mbel CIPOCHUM y OEBOYKH, B KAKOM TI€O-
rpaduyecKkoM NyHKTe Ha nobepexbe YepHOro MopsA caesyer
HCKATH €€ PoAuTeseit.

— BamMm HyeH azpec? — cmpocuia MypageiikuHa.

I‘eorpatb KUBHYJI.

— Onu orgprxamwt suKUM criocobom B Cyzaxe. Tak nmama
TOBODUJI. .

— B prife, uTo su? — yauswica InaBHBI 3aroToBH-
TeJb.— Pa3Be ecTh Takas GoJbliafd psiba, B KOTOPOMl MOMKHO
OTJBIXATH?

TI'naBHBIH reorpad CHUCXOAUTENBHO YJIBIOHYJICH.

— 9ro0 He pbIGa,— HmosicHUJI od.— Tak HasbIBaeTcHs OEUH
U3 IIOCEJIKOB Ha Oepery YepHoro Mop4.

— Ara! — noaxsatuna Mypaseiikuna.— OHU KUBYT B
STOM TIOocelJKe y Kakoii-ro CtynkuHoil Ha yaune IIpuMopckoii.
A Geper oHA ¢ HUX 3a BTO IO ABa py6na B cyTKHU. Mama nuca-
na, yro y CTynKUHOII, KpoMe HUX, eme ABafLATh YeJIOBEK OT-
ABIXAeT.

I'naBHBIN 3aroToBHUTENH OMIAPalleHHO IIOCMOTpPeNx Ha My-
paBelKNHY M 3aep3aJ HA CBOeM MeECTe, IIOJACYUTHIBAS Py6JIH.
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— Oro! — BockJuUKHYyJ oH.— IJra Baba-flra monyuaer
co Bcex 44 pyOada B cyTKH. B mMecsn, — TeIcA4y TpucCTa ABa-
nnaTte py6aeit! Hemmoxo yerpounachk crapyxa. Ilocrpouna
YTO-TO BPOJe 3A0POBeHHOro mMypaseitHuka. To-To oHa Gosbiie
He JIETA€eT B CBOEI CTyIle, HUTrZe ee He BUAHO. OKasbiBaercd, 1e-
peceausacek Ha Geper YepHoro mopa!..

— Jlaguo,— npepsas 'maBubiii MypaBeii.— 910 ee zxeJo,
KyZa IlepecendAThbcda. Pageumem... Y Hac ycTaHOBJIEHA
CBA3H ¢ NPUMOPCKUMH MypaBbiMu? — cnpocus o I'zaBHoro
Y4eHOro.

— TpyasHo ckazaThk...— MOAYyMaB, OTBETHUJ I'JIaBHBIN yue-
HbIll.— Bo BcaKoM ciyuae, HAIM JKCIEAUIINH OHU He TPOora-
au. X0TA ¥ OTHECJUCHh K HUM C IIOZ03PeHUeM.

— Penmmru, uro 9T0 pasBegKka KOUeBBIX MypaBbes? Oma-
cawTcd, YTo MbI COOMpaeMCA 3aXBaThIBAThL UX BJaJeHUHA?

— JHa. Ho mocye TpeTneii BCTpeuu, Ka’KeTcd, ITOBEPUJIH,
YTO MBI He IPUHECeM UM Bpeja.

— JHpysea mon! — obGpatuica 'maBHBIN MypaBeil K roc-
TAM.— IlocaymaiiTe MeHs BHUMATEILHO. .

3a00T/JUBEIE MYPAaBBLU CIENIUJUN CHAOAUTHL T'OCTEH BCEM,
YTO UM MOJKEeT MoHaAZo0uThCA B opore. .

W xorpa paspaJjica 4eil-To yAOBJIETBOPEHHBIN roJsoc: «Hy
BOT, Telleph MOKHO U €XaTh!» — Ilepes, T'OCTAMH OKasaJach
rpoMagHasd Kyua Beuleil, I8 KOTOPBIX MOTPe6oBajoch ObI ABa-
ILATH YEMOJAHOB.

— Kaxerca, ™Mbl DnepecTapajicCh..— CKasaj [JaBHBIA
MypaBei, ornfanes Kyuy.— JlaBaiiTe OCTAaBUM TOCTAM TOJILKO
caMoe HeoOXoauMoe.

CraJyi OTKJIaABIBATh B CTOPOHY ©JHY Belllh 3a APYICH, 13-
3a KaJAoil BO3HUKAJNHK cnopbl. MypaBbu yrposkaloule IToJgHU-
MaJuCh APYT Ha Apyra — KaKALII cTapaJjics OTCTOATH IIPHHE-
CeHHoe M. B KOoHIle KOHIIOB, Ha MecTe Ky4YHu OCTaJjlach JHIIb
CBeTAllasACA HUIYIIKA, 0e3 KoTopoil, Mo o00ineMy MHEHUIO,
TOCTH CMOTYT 3a0JyAUTHCA B TEeMHOTE, pa3biCKUBafA AOoM Da-
On1-fAru CTyIIKHUHOM.
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CepeKuH MOCIYIIHO CYHYJ THUNYHIKY B KapMaH.

W TyT cTaJI0 ICHO, YTO IYTELIECTREHHUKH OIa3 bIBal0T —
aBTO0yC, YXOAAUNHA B UeTHIPHAAIATH ABaALATEH ABe, YHAET de-
pes 1ecTh MHUHYT.

— CpouHo HaJo BbI3BATh 00’XbI0 KOPOBKY! — pasjajuch
roJoca.

— Her. Hazo cpouHo BrI3BaTh MaxaoHa! — BoO3pasuia
I'naBHBIN yYUTENB.

Hauyanacr ToaxkaTHda. HeCcKONbKO MypaBheB, OOroHdAs
Ipyr Ipyra, IoMuyajiiCch 3BaTh MaXaouHa. IIpocurs ero
YMOJAT... .

A TyT eme MypaBelKMHA BAPYr CXBaTHJIAach 3a roJIOBy U
BCIIOMHMJIA :

— Hapgo ocraBuTs 3anucky Axuue KoHcranTrHoBHe. YTO-
Onl oHa He OecIIOKOMJACh M He HCKaJja Hac, KOrja BepHETCS
B Jlarepk.

...PBI)KUK yaKe IIpuberxals cOOOIIUTh, YTO MAXaOH MKJET, a
MypaBeiiknHa elle ITHcaJja OrPhI3KOM KapaHJallla Ha KJIOYKe
Gymaru: _

«He Gecnokoiitecs, Anna Honcrantunosra. I u Cepexn-
KUH IIoeXaJii Ha r K MouM pogureaam. CKkopo sepHeMca. My-
pPaBeiiKHHaA».

IlepeunTaB 3amnucKy, OHa OrJfAfes]a IPOBOMKAKIUX U
cupocuJja:

— Mosxer ObITh, MaXaoH 32JIETUT Ha MHHYTKY B Hall
kKopnyc? Hazmo moIOHUTE 3alNCKY Ha MOK TyMGOUYKy. UTOOEBI
Anna KoHCTaHTHHOBHA cpa3y yBHJeJIA.

— Hexoraa, Hekorga...— 3allyMeJH IIPOBOKAIOIUE.

— § gocrasio 3anucky,— ckaszayg IJiaBHBIH 3aroToBH-
teab.— CobcTBeHHOHOMHO. I'Zle cTout TBoA TymM6ouKa?

— Kax Brosseuis B KOpnyc,— IIgTad JBeph HajJeso. Mosda
Tymbouxa — Hanpaso. Crour y camoro okHa. TosapKo He Ie-
penyTtaii! — npeaynpeaiia oHa, oTAaBadA 3alUCKY.

— Bpixoaum, BBIXOAWM...— 3aTOPONUJI BCeX IJaBHEIIA
MmypaBeil.— CoIIpoBOKJal0IIye TOCTei — BIepexn!

On xoTeJ eme ycleTh IIPOM3HECTH HAIIYTCTBEHHYIO peyb C
BO3BHIIIEHUA Nepel MypaBeiiHukoM. Ho yBuges, uTo He yciie-
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er. IlosTomy, moacaguB rocreii Ha CHUHY MaxXaoHa, CKaszal
TOJIBKO OJHO CJIOBO :

— Cyactauso!

N — cpasy e okasaJjcsd JaJieKo-gajexko. Tak CuICcTpo IIo-
JIleTes MaXaoH...

IIyTelecTBEHHUKU 4yTh He OIO3JaJin. ABTo6yC yKe Tpo-
HyJICH, KOTLa MaXaoH BIOPXHYJ B OTKPEITOE OKHO U, UYTh HE
3a/leR KPBIJIOM CHUASAIEr0 OKOJIO OKHA IPasXJaHUHA B IIUPOKO-
1M0JIOM LIJIAIE, 3aJIeTell TI0L 3aJHee CUAEHEE.

— O, kakaa KpacuBad 6GabGouxa! — BocKJIMKHYyJIa Je-
BOYKA PAAOM ¢ rpaskIaHuMHOM B muiamne.— Ilodmaii ee, mama!l

B arToOycCe exasio Bcero 4eyoBeK IeCcAThb.

T'paskgaHUH, CHAB IIANY, BCTAaJX W 3arjsSHYJ 107 CHU-
IeHbe.

Ho maxaou y»e BhICafuj IyTEIIECTBEHHHKOB B CaMOM

79



naapEeM u GesomnmacHoM yray. OH BeIJIeTeN COBCeM He TaM, rge
OXXKHUJaJ TPaK AaHUH CO UIJAAIION.

IIbiTasAchk cOUTL MaxaoHa Ha JieTy, TpammgaHuH Gecmops-
ZOYHO 3aMaXaJj LUIANOMH, MOXaYHyJIca U 4yTh He yIlaJ Ha cTa-
PUYKa, HACTOJIBKO YK€ BETXOr'0, YP0 OH, Aaie CHUAHA, Aepal-
cd 3a GuecTAIIil TOPYyYeHb.

CrapuduoK YyKOPU3HEHHO IJISHYJ Ha JOBHa. TOT CMYTHJI-
cA, UBBUHUJICA U CeJI Ha CBOE MeCTO.

A MaxaoH, MOKPY’KUB elle HeMHOTO 10 CaJIOHy, BBIIIOPX-
HYJI B OKHO.

Ou monro jeten 3a aBTOOYCOM, CJIOBHO IIPOINAJICH ¢ ITyTe-
wecteegHUKaMmy., [loToM ysBujes HeoObluailHO KpacUBBIU IBe-
TOK ¥ CBEPHYJ K HEMY.

Ho sroro nyrelecTBeHHNKU ysKe He Bugenu. OHU cugenn
TaM, TJA€ OH IIX OCTaBHJ, B caMOM JaJibHeM 0e30TacHOM yrIJy,
¥ IIPUESIKAJH K HOBOMY clIocoly IIyTellecTBUA.

— IIpInLHO-TO XaK...— cKasaja MypaBeilkVHA U YUXHY-
Jla HeCKOJIBXO Pas.

— MW 1o oxHa zasexo,— HeLOBONLHO 3aMeTi CepeIKUH.

OcofeHHO UJI0X0 OBLIO, XKOTAA 1IOhEep TOPMO3UI Ileper
KPYTBIMHU TIoBOpOoTaMu U BbIComHamiul. Torga aesTrofyc BaApa-
TrUgaJ, TpAccH, CKPUNea U B3AbIXaJ, KAK JXUBOil. A NbIab JIO-
roHdJjia ero H BIOJ3ajla B OKHA, eI, [IOJT0 KJAyOuIachk
BHYTDH.

MypaBeliKIHa 3aKPBIRAJa JUIO HOCOBBIM IIJIATOYKOM H
BCE ulXaJa, yuxaJa...

— Her, He Mory! — B3MosMAaces OHa, KOrfa Ha odyepej-
HOIl cCTaHOBKe B aBTOOyC BopBajach TaKad NLLJIb, YTO IIyTe-
NIEeCTBeHHHKY NMOTepAJN B Hell Apyr apyra.— J{aBaiiTe Bnine-
3eM orcofa. Unave sagoxuemces!

3a05IB, KaK OoHa Mana, MypaeelikuHa BcTajsla Ha 4YeTBe-
peHbKH, YTOOBI He CTYKHYTBHCH O CHAEHBLE, M JABUHyJach K
TIPOXORY.

Ho Prrxxuxk permintensto 3aTopoaua eii Jopory.

— Henpzsa,— TBepaun on.— Bexp T He 6a60uyka MaxaoH,
He CyMeellb YEePHYTLCSH, eCIU TOOOH 3aUHTEPecyTCA JIIU K
CTAaHYT JIOBUTb. A MOTYT He 3aMETHThL M HacTynuTs. He nyury!
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— Ho s »Xe He MOr'y TaK €XaTh! — KampH3HO CJIOXKHJIA
ry6er Mypaseiikuna.— Yto 3a ImyTellecTBUE — HUKAKUX
yaoGers!

— 3aTo efeMm Ge3 CuiaeroB,— Beceso 3zamerun Cepen-
KuH.— KouTtponep He moiimaer. [loTepnu HeMHOro. PrIKHK
npaB: BAPYr KTO-HUOYIL 3aX0oveT HoiMaTh Te6A LA KOJJIEK-
I[MH...

Mypaseiiknaa nokopuaacsk. Ho BCIO Zopory cupeia B ca-
MOM JAaJIbHEeM YIJIy ¢ MyYeHHMUYeCKHM BBLIPAaKeHHEM Ha Jvuie U
CecnpecTaHHO YuXana.

— TIIpuroroenTecs, ceiiuac OyaeM BBIXOIUTH Ha Ilepecal-
Ky,— NPEeaVIpeAus OAUH U3 COIPOBOMKIANIINX MYPABLER U
ToNoJ3 K 3aAHell ABepu.

KoMmnanus myTelleCTBEHHUKOB IlepeMecTHsIach BeJel 3a
HUM IIOUTHU K caMOH cTyIIeHbKe.

— Qii, kak e g BeIUAy? — BOCKJIHUKHYJa Mypageiiku-
Ha, IPUKUMasa K ceGe KyJjeueK ¢ 3al0BEIHBIM IIBETKOM U 3a-
TIAAbIBasA BHU3.— 3JeCh TaK BBICOKO... I He CIIPBIrHy Jfaske HaA
CTYNEHBbKY. A ¢ Hee Ha ac®aJbT U HOAABHO.

‘— CnooxoiiHo,— ckasas PrlIsKukK.— Y Hac Bce IIpeayc-
MOTPEHO.

ToTyac ke OH U ellle OAVH MypaBeil KPenKoO CXBaTUIH ee
C IBYX CTOPOH.

A pxBa Ipyrux MypaBbA He MeHee Kpenko cxpatunu Ce-
PenKuHa.

JlanpHeiilllee ITPoU30NLIO TaKk GbicTpo, YyTro MypaBeilkuHa
ycIiesa TOJLKO TPH pasa cKas3aTh:

— Oiil.. Oiil.. Oiil..

IlepBrIiT pas oHa OUWKHYJIA, KOTJa aBTOOYC OCTaHOBUJICH
U MypaBbH, BMeCTe ¢ HeK, YUEIIUNNCh 32 Yei-To GOTHHOK.

Bropoii pa3 oiikHys1a, Korja OOTUHOK IlepeHec UX Ha CTy-
TIeHBKY.

v W rperuii pasz — Korja MypPaBbU OTUENUJIHUCHL I OHA BMeEcC-
Te ¢ HUMH OKa3aJjach yJKe Ha TpoTyape.

Takum »xce o0pazom «comen» u Cepegxud.

He Tepsas speMeHN, MYPaBbLH OTTAIUJIN I'OCTEH K CTBOJY
GOJIBIION JIMCTBEHHUILBI.
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— 3Jech CIIOKOIHO IOA0MXgeM dKCIpecca,— CKasaJj ToT,
KOTOPHIII TOBOPUJI B aBTOOyce «NpPUroToBbTech». M cmpocu,

obpamasace ¥ Mypageiikunoii: — Bac He COIMIIKOM yTOMJseT
TaKOI cIIocob mepeaBuKeHNA?
— Eimle kak yToMideT! — HeZOBOJIBHO BOCKIUKHYysa My-

paBelikMHaA, OTPAXUBAACH OT NBLIH.— C yMa MOKHO coiitTu!

— A BHI Kak ceba 4yBcTByere? — cIIpoCUJI MypaBeil y
CepenxuHa.

— Bce B nopaake,— 6Goxpo orsetun Cepeakun.— Jaxe
MHTEPECHO.

— BoT umenno,— corsacuica wmypaBeil.— MHe TOKe
ObLIO OYEHB UHTEePecHO, KOrZa f IPOoIIeJ B 3TOM HaIllpaBJeHUH
€ Hallell IepBoOil 3KcreAunMeil. A Telleps,— OH IIOBEPHYJCH K
MypaBgelikuHoll,— gaBaiiTe mosHakomumcd. Ilpu mocaike u
TaM, B IIbLJIM, MBI He yCIleJIH IIPeACTaBUTELCH APYT APYTY.

— Mensa soByT Oueil,— ckaszama Mypaseiikuna, u Ce-
PEeAKUH 3aMeTHJI, YTO OHA IT0YEMY-TO CMYTHIACh.
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— OueHb NIPUATHO, OUYEHb NPUATHO...— JBa pa3a IMOBTO-
puJ MmypaBeil.— A MeHA 30ByT KauguzaTrom.

— Kaxk? — mnepecnpocun Cepegxkun.— KauguzaTtom?
Passe ectb Takoe uMA?

— Boo0nie-To, KOHeYHO, HET,— IIPU3HAJICA MypaBeild.—
Tak MeHsa 30BYT C TeX NOp, Kak A cTaJ IOLAaBaTh HaJeXKIHL...
T'saBubIii yYeHBIH OYeHb HajJeeTCd HA MOM Hay4HBbIe CI0CO0-
HOCTH.

— B wnamreii mikosie TodKe ObII OZWH KaHAUZAT HAa TOPOJ-
CKHe COPEeBHOBaHUA Ilo maxmartaM,— ckasan Cepegxu.— Ilo-
IaBaJ HaJe)KIbl. A Ha COPEBHOBAHUAX He MOAaJ HHUero. I3a-
BYY CKa3aJl, YTO TaM OH «BELIETEJ B TDYOy».

— Cuaegom 3a bBabGoii-Aroii? — cunpocua Prisknk.— Ha
Ceper Yepuoro mopsa?

— BrinereTs B TPyOy — 3HAUYUT IIPOUrpaTh,— ITOSACHUII
Cepeakni.— A caM OH HHKYJA He BBIJETEJ, OCTAJICA B IIKOJIeE.
TonbKO Teneph TAK IIJIOXO UrpaeT B MIAXMATHI, YTO He MOJAET
yiKe HUKaKUX HagexI.

«Bor TeGe! —momymas OH, HCKOca IIOIJIAALIBAS Ha
Kauaupara.— Toxxe wmMHe, pacxpacrajica nepen Mypaseii-
KHUHOH...». }

Cepeaxkuny OLLJIO HEIIPUATHO BUAETH, KAK TOT BCEe BPEMA
crapaercsd GbITH MOOMUMKe K Hell..BcnoMHUIOCE, YTO H B aBTO-
6yce Kaugunat Boscio rs1asen Ha MypageiikuHy. Jla 1 oHa, Ka-
JKeTcd, He 6e3 JI00NBITCTBA NOrJIAALIBAIa Ha HEro...

Emy HeoxxnzanHO 3axoTesoch yiTu nogaJssie. Ilycts ona
APy EKHT ¢ 3TuM KauauxatoMm Jo camoro YepHoro mop# u 1I10-
TCGM.

«BospMy 1 oTcTaHy oT HuX,— moayMmata Cepeaxkun.— Ko-
HEeYHO, 4TO A AJA MypaBeliKUHOI,— Begb Ha MOH CIOCOOHO-
CTH HUKTO He HaJeeTca».

OH IOTUXOHBKY OTOINEJ OT NMYTeHIeCTBeHHUKOB, CIIPATAJI-
cA 3a CTBOJIOM JIMCTBEHHHILEI.

Emy He BuaHO OB1JIO, UTO Jejaercda TaMm, rae MypaBeiiku-
Ha. Ho oH cablnagi, KaK oHa CIIPOCHJA :

— A mocJie 3KcIipecca MBI Ha yeM nmoegem?

— Ha camoJere, pasymeerca. ToJIbKO He moegeM — IIO-
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aeruM. O, TaM OyZAeT oueHb YA0GHO — HUKAKOM TIBLJIN U BCIOAY
KOBPOBbIE JOPOMKKHU. BBI JII00UTe JieTaTh Ha caMoJieTax? —
Tonoc Kauaugara crtaj TakuM 6apxXaTHEBIM, YTO €ro, Ka3aJjocCh,
MOXXHO OBINIO ZasKe IIOTPOraTh.

CepeakuH He casmag orseta MypagelikuHoil. Bepaee Bce-
ro, OHa OTPHIATENBHO IIOKadYajia roJoBoii,— Kanaupzar mpu-
HAJICA paccKasbIBaTh, CKOJIBKO pa3 OH JieTaJ Ha caMblX Jy4-
IIUX JlafHepax U KaK TaM yA00HO.

Crosa 3a aepesom, CepeJKUH YyTh He 3aIlIaKaJ OT OOUIEI.
Cyma o BceMmy, MypaBelikiHa Ja’ke He 3aMeTHJa, KaK HcUe3
ee ApYr, 3a0bljia O HENIPUATHOCTAX IIYTEUIeCTBUS UM XUXUKaAJa
TaK, 4YTO JEerKOo MOYKHO OBIJI0 JorajaThCcA: el HpaBUTCA 00-
mecreo Kanaugara.

Crapasich He caymiaTh 0oJibllie, O UeM OHU [a3TOBapuBa-
101, CepeKUH 3aMeTUJI TPEHIUHY B KOpE, BTUCHYJICA TyJda H
CTaJI CMOTPETh Ha YJIUILY U TIelNIeX0I0B.

OH BRITJIAABIBAJ 3 TPEIIUHBI, CJIOBHO U3 HeOOJIbINON IIe-
1EePHI.

W ryT pazganucs roJyoca:

— JKcupecc... Aaer sxcmpecc...

— TI'me Cepeakun? — goHecca roaoc MypaBelKUHGH.—
d muryna He noexy 6es Hero!

«Ara, cmoxsatuiach,— yZoBJeTBopeHHo mogyman Ce-
penkuH.— llonpo6yii Teneps HaliTh. Byjelis 3HaTh, Kak Me-
HATHL MeHA Ha KaHaupaTas.

Koneuno, CepeKUHY BOBCe He XOTeJOCh OTCTATh W CU-
JleTh B TPellHe, OyATO HacexoMmoe. XOTeJ0Ch, YTOGLI €ro Io-
UcKanu... YTobsl MypaBeiiKiHA COBCeM MCIIyraJjach, IIOTEepPSB
Apyra.

Ceiiuac oHa OpocuUTcAd MCKaTh MeHA,— pemua CepegKkuH.

Ho — omu6ed. .

B Tpeuyny sarasHya PEIKUK U CHOKOHHO CKas3aJi:

— HNoaxoaur sxcnpece. ITopa exars.

CepeiKUH Tak IopakeH ObLI ero HEOXKUAZAHHBLIM ITOSBJIe-
HHeM, YTO TOJIBKO WINPOKO OTKPBIJ POT, COIJIACHO KHUBHYJ K
BBIJIE3 U3 CBOEro yoesxuima.

— 3aech OblJIO OYeHb yA00HO,— CKa3aJl OH, ONPaBIbIBa-
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sfck.— Tak yAoGHO, UTO A 3ajepiKajicd M HHUYEro He CJBIIIAIL.
Beol mess spann?

~— Jla,— KOpPOTKO OTBEeTHUJ PBIKUK.

CapegkuHy cTajio ACHO: MYypaBeii-pa3BefUNK HU Ha ce-
KYHAY He TepsaJ ero U3 BUAA. A YJIOBUB YYaCTJUBBLIH B3rIAp,
Prizxuxa, CepeiKMH TTIOHAN U elle 04HO: PEIKUK 3HaeT, mode-
My CepeIKUH 3aX0TeJ OCTAThCA B OAUHOUYECTBE, He omo0OpdAeT
nosegenve Kanamuara u xuxukanbe MypaBeKUHOH.

«PBDXUK HACTOAMWM APYTr, HE TO YTO 3Td...» — IOAyMal
OH U OTIIATHYJICA. «9Ta», yBuges CepefgknHa, Gpocunace K
HEeMY TaK CTPeMUTEIbHO, CJIOBHO He BHJeJa IeJbIH oA,

— OKceIpecce yike Mpuies, a Tedda Bce HeT U HeT! — BO3-
OyxIoeHHO 3aTapaTopunra ona.— I 4yTh ¢ ymMa He couuia, ny-
MaJna, ¢ To0oil HecuacThe! Henb3a Tak MeHA nyrats. Cagumces
CKopeil, a To 3KcIIpece yitger!

.Bce 5170 OHa BRiaKUIa B OZHO MIHOBEHYE U, KDENIKO CXBa-
TuB CepeikViHA 3a PYKY, HU 3a UTO HE 3aX0Tejla PacCTaTbCA
¢ HUM Aa’Ke Ha BpeMsda HOCagKU.

...JlyTelmecTBeHHUKY YCIIeJM IIONIaCTh B SKCIpPecc JIHIIb
TIOTOMY, YTO BOZMTEJEL TIOMIEJ] BBIIUTH ra3MpPOBAHHON EOALI.
A ojua 3 JKeHINWH, IIpeXle, YeM BOITH, IIOCTAaBUJIa Ha ac-
¢aaeT COJIBIIYI0 CYMKY M JOJTO PBLIACE B KaPMaHaxX — HCKa-
na Omer.

B aTy CyMKy OHM U BBaJIWJIUCH BCEUl KOMIIaHUEN — MaJib-
YUK 1 JeBOYKa B cepeAUHe, a OCTaJbHEIE II0 KpasaM.

B cymKe, KpoMe OYTHIIKK JUMOHAZa, s0JIOK, MeYeHbd U
IIEePCTAHON BA3aHOU KOMTHI, OKasajach aKKyPaTHO CJIOMKZH-
HadA BeIuuTaA casiderxka. Ha Heil myremlecTBeHHUKH U BHIOpa-
Ju cebe MecTO.

— CandeTKy oHA Be3eT KOMY-HUOYAL B IOAAPOK M He
CTaHeT BBIHUMATh, IIOKAa He IIpHeJeT,— cKasaJ PpIEUK.—
Moxuo He 6ecmokouTbesa. Y1 BooOiie Ham moBe3Jo. C 2xeHI -
HaMH JIyudllie UMeTh Aejo. OHU, ec/Ii YBULAT MypPaBEA B cBoeil
CyMKe, He XBaTalOT ero, a JM060 B3BH3rMBaIOT,— U TOrZa MOK-
HO y0eXxarTsn, 60, B XyJlUIeM cjJydae, BBITPAXUBAIOT. A MYsK-

85



YUHBI MOT'YT CXBATUTL U TaK CKaTh, YTO Ijia3a BELIE3YT...

IlyTenmecTBeHHUKAM IIOBE3JIO elle GoJbille, YeM IIPeAIoa-
raJ PeiKUK.

MHenmuna okasasach O4eHbh pasroBopuuBoil. ExaBa oHa
cesia B ¢cBOOOJZHOE KPecjo — cpal3y JKe cTaja BBEIACHATE VY CO-
ceneii, HeT Jii cpefu HUX HonyT4yukoB Jo Cumdeponosnd, He
3aZlepKUBaAETCA JU caMoJeT U Kak or Cumdepononsa moexaTsb
no Cynmaka.

— Vaaua comyTcTByeT HaM 6iaroAps BalleMy IIPUCYT-
CcTBHUI0,— cobpaJjica Oblyio GiecHYTh KpacHopeuueMm nepeg My-
paBelikuHoM Kangupar.

Ho Prixxuk GecuepeMOHHO CKa3aJj eMy :

— ITomoauure. He Brinengpusaiitech. Heyienu Henn3s
BBIPA3UTHCA IpoIle: KeHIHuHa eaeT Toxe B Cygax. 3HauurT,
MBI MOJK€EM He BbIJIe3aTh 13 ee CYMKH O KOHIIA Iy TH.

TMABA BOCBbLMAS

O pome Ha Gepery um HemHoro o babe-Are

Ecsiu 6 myTelleCTBEHHUKM MOTJIM JaTh TeJerpaMMmy IO
agpecy: «HoBocubupcras o6sacTs, 3eneHas pecnyoauka, My-
pPaBeHHUK», TeJlerpaMMa BBIVISAAe)a OBl TaK :

«JloseTenn 61aTOIIOIYYHO» .

K sTOMYy MOXKHO H00ABUTH: HE TOJBKO AOJIETEJU, a U JO-
exaJjiu.

B mamune, kyza momyTduna ceya ¢ KOMIaHUEH IIyTe-
HIECTBEHHUKOB TIOCJIe CAMOJIETA, BHIACHUIOCH: € HYyMKeH JAoM
Ha Toil :xe yaune IIpumopckoii, paxom ¢ soMoM CTYNKHMHOI.

IIosTomy, xkorga «uryamu» oCTAaHOBUJINCH HAIIDOTHB 3€-
JleHOro 3a00puYuKa, 3a KOTOPBIM BHIHEJICH JOM C roJyonIMHu
OKOIIKAaMH, BCE IIPOUB0IIJIO OUEHB ITPOCTO.

Jenmuua BRIILUIA U3 MAaIIWHBI, IIO0CTABHJA CYMKy Ha
OPUAOPOIKHYIO TPaBY.

Iloka ona pacniiauuBasach C BOZUTEJIEM, KOMIIAHUA ITyTe-
IIECTBEHHUKOB BEITPY3UJIach U JBUHYJIACE K COCETHEMY AOMY.
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OH 65171 pasa B ABa Gosbnie. WM KpoMme Hero, 3a orpapnoi
OKa3aJIoCch elle HeCKOJLKO MaJIeHbKHX u30yllek — He uady-
llleK, a TaK, Yero-ro CKaso4YHO-BPEMEHHOTO, CKOJIOUEHHOro U3
IOCOK U (paHepbl. C MaJIeHBKUMU OKOIIEYKAMU U JBEPHMU.

PBIXKVMK BHUMATEJBHO IIOCMOTPEJ HA 3TH COOPY KeHBUIIA
1 OCTAHOBMJICA B HEJOYMEHHUU.

— CrpadHo...— CcKasaJ oH, o3upasick.— Hu y opHoii u3
HUX HeT KypbUX HOMXKeK. B xakoii ke m3bymke xuser Baba-
Ara Crynxkuna?

— He 3Haw,— 0Gecneu”Ho oTosBajack MypaBeiiKuHa, TO-
Ke YAUBJIEHHAA TEeM, UTO B orpajie oKasaJjici He OJUH JOM, a
1eJieiil nocenok.— HasepHoe, ee BooOIIE 3/[eCh HET.

— BrnoaHe BO3MOXXHO,— HeMeJJneHHO 3ameruy KaHau-
zaT.— He ucki04eHo, YTO OHA PYKOBOJHUT STHM KOMILIEKCOM
IOCTPOEK H3JajeKa U IIPUCYTCTBYET, TAK CKa3aThb, HE3PUMO.

— Hy u nycts,— crasan CepefkuH.— 3pUMO MU He3PH-
Mo npucyTcTByeT Baba-fIra, Ham Bce paBHO. MBI BeAb He K Heil
npuexasi, a K pogureaam MypasBeiikunoii. Ix u Hazo HCKaTh.

Toabxo CepeKHH CKa3aJ 3TO, KaK Ha KpPBIJIbIO 00JIBIIO-
I'o AoMa BHIILIA YKEeHI[WHA C KOBPOM B PyKaxX.

OHa OKUHYyJa X03AHCKUM B3MJIALOM ABODP — YHCTO JI?

IlocmoTrpesna Ha ZOMUKH: He 000Apaj JU KTO CO CTEH
KpacKy, 1[eJIbl JIU CTeKJIA.

IToToMm B3ryAx ee Ipollescs 10 JepeBbaM caja. CloBHO
CcOCUMTaJI: Ha MeCTe JII CO3PEBaKIUe CIUBHI, AOJOKH, IIEPCHU-
K.

Yo0eauBmucy, 4To HUYEro He IIPOIAJIO, JKEHI[MHA IIOBECH-
jla KOBep Ha Iepuja KPbLIblia U 3acTydaja ITo HEMY IaJIKOif,
BBIKONTAYUBAA MBLJIb.

— Hagepnoe, gouka Ba6ei-Aru,— npegnonoxun Pri-
skuk.— Mk, Kak Bce oraagesna... A MOMXeT, BHyuKa ?

— JHauace Tebe sTa Ara u ee getu! — BocKAuUKHYJa Ce-
peakuH.— W 6e3 Hux oGoiigemcs!
— Her...— menorom, 4To6nI cabIag Toabko CepenkuH,

Bo3pasun Prikuk.— Bes HuX He o6oiiTHCE... XOpollo emie, ec-
JIH OHU He ycCIIeJIH CcbecTh poguTesieit MypaBeliK1HOM.
— Epynga,— ckasaa Cepeakun.— Hwuxaxoit Ba6si-Aru
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Ha caMoOM JeJie HeT. Pa3Be ThI He TIOHKMAaellb, UTO BCAKME pas-
TOBGPHI O Hell — OJHU CKasKu?

— Ckaskn? — MHOro3HauHTEJBHO Hepecnpocus PrI-
SKUK.— A TBI OIJISHNCH,— YyKasaJ OH B CTOPOHY MopdA.— Bu-
IUllb, KaKas TaM cKas3ka!

C Toii CTOPOHEI, I'le 3a Orpafoii NeBeJIUJIOCh U OyXaJjo Mo-
pe, CrIicTpo NpuOIHKAJIachk cTpaHHOH opMEl XMaphk. OHa MOY-
TH HecJach 110 roxybomy Hely, Aep:Ka HalpaBJieHUe NIPAMO Ha
oM CTyNKHMHOI, M, CTOUJIO TOJBKO IIPUTIALETHCH, HATIOMUHA-
Ja ouepraHUAMU GOUKY, U3 KOTOPOIi BHICOBBIBAJIACH B3JIOXMA-
YeHHad roJioBa.

Boxpyr Bce Onl0 eme Tuxo-MupHo. Ho Tam, rige mnosiBu-
JIOCh 2TO HEYTO, NoxoiXee Ha 0ouKy, mo Heby npoberanu 3J0-
Beiliye oT6JIeCKH TO CU30T'0, TO MOPKOBHOTO IIBETA.

Bapyr cunbHbli TOPHIB BeTpa yAapUJ 110 AePeBhLIM.

3BAKHYJIM OTKPEITHIE OKHA, B3BUJIUCH 3aHABECKH.

Coxuymiee Genbe copBayioch C IPOTAHYTOH uepes ABOP
E€PEBKU U IIOJIETEJO, TOKATHJIOCH ITO 3eMJie.

Kazanochk, KT0-TO, pacCBUPUIEB, OTHHM MaXOM CHEPHYJI
KyHaJbHUKHN U py6axy, OpocUJ B IbLJIb U IOrHAJ NPOYL HEBHU-
OUMOI1 MeTJIOMH.

PyGaxu Ba3priMasiu nmycTele pyKaBa, MOJIMJHN CHKAJIUTHLCS
Hajg HUMH, HO X THAJIO Bce JaJiblle U JaJblie.

3axJjonajyu ABEPH AOMMUKOB. JIOJu BLICKOYMJIH, IIOrHa-
JKCh 3a OeabeM.

B 570 BpeM# crycTok XxmMapu HajJ caMBIM ABOPOM OCBETIUJI-
cs U3HyTpHU. B Hem u4TOo-TO GaxHyJIO, CJIOBHO B30OPBAJIOCH. 3a-
CBUCTEJI TAKOW MPOH3UTEJIbHEII BeTep, YTO IyTelIeCTBEHHUKOB
cHadaJia oTOPOCHUJIO B TPaBy, a IIOTOM IIPUIIOAHAJNO, 3aKPYHKH-
JIO U -— XOPOIIO, YTO OHM yCIeJU CXBATUTHCA APYT 3a Apyral—
3abpocusio B 6eceiKy, OGBUTYI0O BUHOIPASOM.

ITocse B3pBIBa BO ABOPe CTAJI0O TEMHO, KaK B MoJBaJe.

ITorom eme pa3 6yxuysno. U cpasy ke mo Hel6y 3aMera-
JINCH BCIOJOXU. B ux cBeTe He ToabKO CepeIkIiH, HO U BCe OC-
TaJIbHBIE YBUJEJNM: Ha KPBLIBLE BOSHUKJIU JBe JKEHI[MHBI U
cauanchk B ogHy. M aTa ogHa He MoXogujaa Ha Ty, KOTOPas BBI-
Hocuiaa KoBep. Bojocwl ee passeBasich IO BEeTPY M B CBETE
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BCIIBINIEK Ka3aJIUCh OOCHITAHHBIMUM cepbiM ImemioMm. [Jasa
6sectenu. To siu oT ApoCTH, TO JU OT PALOCTU.

— Haxonen-To! — ckasaja oHa TJIyXUM I'OoJIOCOM, IIpO-
TAruBas BIepes pyku. Byaro skeyasa o0HATHL U caf, 1 JOMUKH,
M KJIyOGAIYIOCA BO ZBOPE XMaphb.

— Bujgums, BaGa-fira mnpuieresa,— ckazaJ PbpIKHIK.—
Panyercsa Bo3sBpalleHUIO B POAHOM IOM.

— Bumxy,— otrserus CepeIKMH M IIPUTHYJCA: XJILIHYJ
TaKO I'yCTOU JINBEHBb, KAKOIO eMYy ellle He IPUXOANIOCh BCTpe-
YyaTh Ha CBOEM BeKY.

A Korgma auBeHb 4YyTh cTuX u CepeAKud rasgHYJ Ha
KPBLJIBIO, Ha HeM Oblio nycro. Jlaxke KoBpa Ha nepuiax He
yBuzaen CepeaKkuH.

Cseryenio Tak ke ObICTPO, KaK TeMHeJo. Yepes JecAThb
MUHYT JUBEHb KOHUYUJICH.

Ha ne0e 3acuano cosHIle, a B caZly 3alleJIy ITUILBL.

Craiu OTKPBIBATHCS OKHA, 4 32 HUMHU U ZBEPU HOMUKOB.
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Jlionn BeceJso IleperoBapyUBaINCh. HexoToprie nipepsara-
U HeMeIJIeHHO 6eskaTh K MOPI, TOCMOTPETH, He BHIGPOCUIH
JII BOJIHBI Ha Oeper KpacHBble KaMEIIKH U paKoBUHBEIL. KTO-TO
Nnpeaynpean, YTO JUBEHD elile BeDHETCH...

Bo gBope cTaJjio mymMHO U BeceJo.

Y Tosbko u3 GOJBIIOro AOMa HUKTO He BRIXonuI. CIOBHO
TaM JIeIJIU CIaTh U 3aKPLIJH ABEPL Ha KPIOYOK.

‘MypaseiikuHa pacrepsiack. Kasajoch, Bce, 3a UCKJIIOYe-
HyleM XO03AHKHU MU X03A€eK, BLINLIKA Bo ABopP. Ho cpeau Bcex He
OBII0 ee pogUTENeit.

— He omn6auch Jid Mbl JOMOM? — cIIpocuJjia OHA.

— Her,— crazan Cepegrun.— Korga nmoaxoauau K orpa-
e, g BUJes Ha KaJduTKe MOYTOBLIN AmMUK., Ha HeM HamucaHO:
«Crynxuna».

— COTcyTeTBUe BalllUX POAUTEJIC B JaHHBIE MOMEHT MO-
seT ofBACHATECA PA3JIUYHBIMH TIPUYHHAMU,— T'OJIOCOM, ITOJI-
HBIM Y4Y€HOCTH, 3aMeTuJ KaHAugaT M NpHOCTAHOBUJICH, I'JIA-
HyJ) 2a Prxuxa : He nepedber jn?

PeIKUK cmesas BUL, 4TO He oGpaulaeT Ha Hero HM MaJieii-
1Iero BHUMAaHU4A,

A CepeakuH nogymaJ:

«IIyctp roBoput. Bee-taku mogaer HaxexaAbpl. Moixer, Ha
3TOT pPa3 U CKAaXKeT YTO-TO II0JIE3HOEe».

IlouyBcTBOBaB O/IATONPUATHYK 00cTaHOBKY, KaHaugart
BILOXHOBUJICH.

— ITockoabKy MBI YOEZUJINCH B TOYHOCTU ajpeca,— He
TOPOINACH, IPOLOJIXKAJT OH CBOK PeyYb, CJIOBHO cobupaJjcs IIpo-
YeCTh MJIUHHYI JIEKIUI0,— y Hac HeT TPHYUH 6ecClIOKOUTLCS
U NpejIoaratb, OyATo Mbl, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, He IIPUOJIM3UM-
cA K MHTepecyioleMy Hac o0beKTy. B JaHHOM ciaydYae o0hLex-
TOM ABJISIIOTCS POZVTEU Hallleil TIPeKPacHoil CIIyTHUIEL.

Caenas mebonbumylo naysy, Kauguzar He ynyctun cay-
Yyas MOKJOHUTHCA MypaBeKHHON M CJIOBHO ObI MOMPAaBUI He-
CYIIEeCTBYKIIME OUYKHU B II030JI0YECHHOII oIlpaBe.

— MHrak..— OH MHOro3Ha4YuTeJIbHO IIOLIEBEJUJ ycCa-
mi.— IlonpoGyem pas3oOpaTheCs B CJIOKUBIIEHCH CUTYyaIUU.
Bo3moKHOCTE OTCYTCTBUSA 00bEKTa U BAPHUAHTEL BO3MOKHO-
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cTeil ucciIenoBaHHA HTOro Bolipoca — OearpaHuyHbl. CaM IIpo-
Iecc UCCJeoBaHUA JaeT HaM BO3MOXXHOCTH Pas3jIMUYHBIMU IIy-
TAMU NOAOUTH K OI[EHKE TAKOT'0 ABJIEHUA, KAK OTCYTCTBUE MIPHU-
CYTCTBUA...

OH rosopusn jgoaro. Jlame upunogHuMajca U 6pocal
B3I'1AAbI Ha NabIByLIHe o He6y oOmaka. CioBHO TaM, Ha Of-
HOM U3 HUX, HaJesdJcd yBUAeTh poguTeneii MypaBelKUHOII.

CepeIKUH He BLIAePKaJ IIEPBhIM.

— Hy, a rge e Bce-TaKu OHU? — cIpocus OH Kauau-
jaTa, JKejad MOJYUYUTHh BPa3yMUTEJbHBIN OTBET.

— He 3Haw,— pacrepaHHO ckazan HaaaugatT U yMOJIK.

A Prxux nmocmorpen Ha CepeaxnHa B3TJISAI0M, KOTOPDIL
TOBOPHJI fICHEe ACHOTO : '

«M ragate Heuero. Crena nux Baba-fAra». .

— Her,— orserua CepeakuH, 1 HUKTO, KpoMe PBIKHKA,
He MOHAJ, KOMY IIpeAHasHayaeTcaA 3TO «HET»,— HaJo MX Be3-
e MoucKaTb. MoxXeT, pOAUTENU T'YIAIOT 110 caldy, U MBI He BU-
OUM UX 32 J€PeBbAMU.

— T'yasor?..— paccmesnca Kanaugatr.— Kto O0b1 cTaxn
Ir'yJ€aThH B TAKOH JIUBEHD!

— KoHeuHO, He TOT, Yy KOIro — «OTCYTCTBUEe IIpUCYT-
CTBUSA» ,— HA3BUTeJbHO 3aMeTtus CepeAKnH u ckasain: — Ilo-

!

IlyTeliecTBeHHUKHU yIJIyOUJAUCH B cal.

Tam, feficTBUTENBHO, HUKOTO He ObLI0. ToJMLKO TITULEL He-
PENpBIrVBaJIU ¢ BETKU Ha BeTKY U IIyPLIAJH Iajapmiie Iocie
JUBHA KaIlJu.

— IToumem 3a GosibmuM JoMoM,— ckhzaa CepeIxuH o
TIePBBHIM PENIMTENbHO IAarHyJja B 3aPOCAU KpPalluBLl, IPOKJIALbI-
BadA NMYTH OCTAJILHLIM.

«Haiinem, Bce paBHO HalifieM...» — YIOPHO J[AyMaJ OH,
yEOpaYuBasaCh OT OOKUranmmnX credieil U JucTheB.

Bcnores, ussxanenHblit, npeomosienr CepeKUH IMOcaefHNIe
MeTphI KPDATUBHOMH YAl U YBUAEJ TOMHK.

— V¥Ypa! Ects! — KDpUKHYJ OH.

IToxa ocranbHBIE BBIXOAUWJIMN U3 Kpanusel, CepefKUH pac-
cMaTpUBaJI JOMUK.
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COuTHIi U3 HeCTPyralbIX JOCOK, OH OBLJ €llle MEHbIIe TeX,
KOTOpble YIUBUJIM IIyTEIIeCTBEHHUKOB B caMoM Hauase. Mox-
HO GBILJIO TTIOAYyMAaTh, OyATO BTO capalYuK AJd BCAKOI pyxns-
nu. Ho zanaBecku, Oesepoliue 3a CTEKJIOM IIOACJIENOBATOIO
OKOIIIKa, HaMeKaJy Ha TO, YTO JOMHK OOUTaeM.

JlBeph OKas3aJjach 3aKPBITOI He cOBCceM MJIOTHO.

MypaBgeiikuHa 3aragHyJsa B IIeJbs U yBUJeJa CBOHX POAU-
Teneil. }

— Hamaucs! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA, IILITAACE HPOTUL-
HYTbCA B MaJIeHBKYI0 KOMHATKY C ABYMS KpoBaTAMU M CIC-
JIOM MEXKAY HIMU.

Ho mens okazanacek y3Koi#l make IJd ZeBOYKM MYypaBbU-
HOI B€JIUYUHBI.

C mocazbl oHa 3aKOJIOTHJIA B ABEPH KyJaKaMM U 3aKpuU-
4yaJa:

— Orkpoiire!

Ee KpuK He ycJabINIaIu B JOMHKE,

MypaBelikuHa BHOBb 3arjaHyJja B IeJL: B KOMHATKE
CBOCOAHBIM OBLIJI TOJILKO MPOXO0J He GoJiee miara NUPHHOM.

Hapx ctomukoM — OKOIIKO C 3aHaBecKkaMHu. Bosnblie u or-
JAABIBATh HUYEro He IPHILJIOCh B 5TOM 3aKyTKe BPOJAe Barou-
HOro KyIle.

Ha oxHoii KpoBaTu CHAEJ OTEll 1 XMYpPO YUTAT KHIXKKY.

Ha apyro## — mats. OHa BfA3aJjJa H, Kasajoch, COBCEM
OblJa TIOrJIoIIeHa STUM 3aHATHEM.

MypagBelikiHa IOHJA ¢ YTO-TO IIPOUIOIILIO.

Jlous XopolIio 3HaJla CBOMX pojauTeseii 1 cpady 3aMeTu-
Jla: CJHIIKOM HAUPAKEHHO 3aHUMAJUChL OHHU KaMJAbIH CBOUM
gesom. Ho KaKUMU OHHM TOKA3aJUCh €l OrPOMHBLIMHU, HEYK-
JgoxuMu! CJI0BHO BeJHWKAaH U BeJUKAHIIA W3 CKa304YHOro
durrma...

OHa ragHyJa Ha CBOM PYKH M Horu. Heyxenu oHaA UX
Zodun? Y mansl PYKM U HOTH KaK OpeBHa,— rojioBa CJOBHO
X0JIM, 3aPOCIINI I'yCTOH TPaBoOii.

Y MaMbl — HOI'TH IIOXO0XKM Ha IPOMaZHbLIe IIepJaMyTpo-
Bbi€ PAKOBUHBI...

— Yro Tam? — cupocusa CepenKuH.

92



~— OHM IIOCCOPUINCEH,— CKa3aja Mypaseiikuna.— Cugar
U [eJIal0T BUJ, OYATO HUUEro He CIYYUIOCh. ¥ 3K S-TO 3HaI0!

— Mo:xHo MHe B3raauyTh? — cupocus Kawguzgar.

— IToxaunyiicra,— MypaBelikuHa OTCTyNUJa OT JABepPH
1 cTajia 3aJyMUMBO CKPECTH NMaJbYHKOM HECTPYTraHyH ROCKY
CTEHBEI.

— Brnosze npuianuHble poAuTesu,— 3aMetun Kaunaugar,
VZOBJIETBOPUB JHGONBITCTBO.— OTel, UHTENJUTeHTHHIH YeJio-
Bek. Cynsd, o BceMy, OU4eHb JIo0UT yutaTh. MaTk ToXe KocTa-
TOYHO HHTeJIUTEeHTHA. OTO BUAHO IO ee juimy. M — 1ioc K
9TOMY — Bf3aTh yMeeT. He BUKYy HUKAKUX NIPU3HAKOB CCODSI.

OcrasbHbIE TOX e 3arVITHYJIU B L1eJb.

Topapunu Kauaugara — JABa MOJYaJUBBIX MypPaBbs, HE
130aJIORaHHEIe, OUYCBHIHO, U3JHIIHUM BHHMAaHHEM, COrJjaci-
JIVICh C HUM.

A CepeIkuH, 3aTJIAHYB, JHUIIb HEJOYMEHHO TIOMKAJI ILJIeYa-
MH : KTO UX 3HAET, TOCCOPUJINICE UJIH HET.

PrIKUK JoJipllie BCeX paccMaTpuBaJ pogureneit Mypa-
BeiikuHoi. ITo ero mpenoJiosKeHusaM, UX AaBHO HOJYKHA Obisia
checTh Baba-fAra. ¥YBuges, 4To OHU KUBBI U 3J0POBHI,— yAU-
Buycsa. Ho yauBieHus cBoero He nokasaJj. M orouies ot nBepu
B GoJiblueil 3ayMUYUBOCTH, ueM MypaBeiikuHa. BonHoBaJjo ero
He TO 00CTOATENBCTBO — IIOCCOPIJIUCH OHU UJIYU HEeT, a COBCEM
apyroe: ckopo gu Ba6a-fra cpect ux?

B KoHIle KOHIIOB OH pemmyi: poaurenn MypaBeliKHHOI
ns3beKaan HeMUHYeMOil CMepTH TOJbKO IOTOMY, uTO Baba-
fra orcyrcrBoBaJsia. Teneps 'Ke, Korja oHa Ipuieresa, Gex-
HBIM POAUTEJNIAM IIPULETCS IIJI0X0, €CJIM UX He CIaCTH.

«MypageiiknHa omubiack,— ogyMas oH.— Pogurenn He
IIOCCOPUJIUCH, a IPELYYBCTBYIOT CBOIO riGesnb».

N y Hero Bo3HUK mJaH — noMewiaTh Babe-fAre cosepuiuth
ouyepenHOe UepHoe 1eJI0.

«Tonbpko HaZo NPeAyCMOTPETH BCe L0 MeJjoueii»,— Ipeay-
MpeAUT OH caM cebs, OTIoJI3ad B CTOPOHKY, OT KOMIIAHHH, YTO-
ObI MOAyMaTh B OOHUHOYECTBE.

IInan GBI IPOCT, KAaK BCe IeHUAJbHOE. OTO U CMYILAJIO
Poixuka. OH He cuuTtas ceGsA cOCOGHBIM Ha TeHHAJILHEBIE pe-
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miennd. ITooToMy mocJie IepBOro MOMeHTa, Korja IJjaii, Iogos-
HO MOJIHUU, CBEPKHYJI B ero I'oJIOBe, COMHEHUS C YABOEHHOM CU-
2IO¥ OBJIaJIesIU MypPaBbeM.

YT10o06BI OKOHYATEJIBLHO pPaCCeATh MX, OH 3aIll0oJI3 B caMoe
TeMHOE MecTO — IIoJ KaMeHb. I nmpocumes TaM AOBOJBLHO AOJI-
ro, pa3ayMbIBafA HaJ KaKJA0H YacThIO IJIaHAa.

— Tax...— ckasajJ OH caM cele, 3aKOHYHB OOJyMBIBAa-
Hue.— Kaercda, Her HuKakoii ommnoku. Toapko coobwaTts o
TOM, UTO # 3aJyMaJ, HUKOMY He cJeAyeT Ao IIophl JO Bpe-
MEHHU.

JloBoabHEIIT cO0G0l, OH BBLIE3 U3 YKPHITUS H HOMaHUJ
Kangnpara.

— BrI xoTuTEe YTO-TO CKa3aTh? — CHPOCUJT TOT, IOAIIOJI-
s3ad K PRIKHKY.— A MBI BOT HUKAK He MOXKEM PelIUTh, KAKHM
o6pasoM IIOMOYb JeBOUYKEe BOUTU B JOoM. Ee pOAUTENH CHUIST
TaM. A JeBOYKa CTOMT y ABEPH U coOMpaeTca salljiakaThb.

— Celtyac # eif nomMory,— orsetTus PrIXUK.— BoiiTu —
nyctaxku. TyT Keso nocyoxHee.

— He BmaKy HUKaKoOro apyroro jesa,— Boapasuya Kanjau-
JaT, OrJIAAbIBasCb, OYATO Jeyio, 0 KOTOPOM CKas3as PBIKHK,
JOJI3KHO OBLIO JIesKaTh HO0JIHU30CTH.

— Ceituac yBuzure,— 3aBepun PrI:KUK.— Jlesi0 3aKJio-
4aeTcsa B TOM, YTO A XO4Yy NOIPOCHUTH BAC CPOYHO BCTPETUTHCA
CO BCeMH IIJIeMeHaMU MECTHBIX MYpPaBhLERB.

— Co Bcemu? — y Kauaumara or yIuUBJIeHUS 4yTh He IO-
TeMHeJIO B MIa3aXx.— UX 3fech MOXKeT ObITh COJIbllIe ThHICAYL
BUJOB Pa3JIMYHBIX TIJIeMeH!

— Hy, He co Bcemu,— nonpaBuJicad PrIKUK.— ITO A CKa-
3aJl AJid TOTO, YTOGHI BEI IOHAJNU : MHE TpeOyeTcA OueHhs MHOTO
MYPaBLEB.

— BrI XoTUTE C WX MOMONMILIO OTKPLITH ABEPh B JOMUK?

Prixxuk B cBOIO 0uepesir ¢ HEMEHBIIMM yAWBJIEHUEM IIO-
cmoTpes Ha KauauaaTa U nmogymadi:

«f npexnosaras, 4To y Hero He Bce B IOPSAAKE CO 3Apa-
BBIM cMbIcaOM. Ho He no Takoit ke crenmeHu! Iaske Gesrpa-
MOTHBIH MypaBeii coo0pasuT, HACKOJbKO OeclosiesHoii Oblia
ObI TaKaA 3aTed».
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A Kaagupary ckasau:

— B&1 yragaau.

— Bpsaa au 3TOT MeTOJ, OKaMKeTCA DPe3yJbTATUBHBIM...—
C HEKOTOPBIM COMHEHMeM IokadaJj royosoii Kangupar.— Xo-
Td... Kak BB JymMaeTe, CKOJIBKO BECUT ABEDPH?

— CopoKk KHUJIOrpaMMOB,— OTBeTHJ PRIJKUK, Ha3BaB Iep-
BYIO NPUOAUBUTENBbHYI0 IHOpy. OH XoTea cKopee 3aKOHYUTH
pasrosop.

— IIpeamosnoxum...— nomepeaun ycamu HKauguzat.—
Honpobyem moacuuTaTh. 3HAYNUT, TaK: KaKIAbIi MypaBeil MO-
JKeT MOAHATL I'PY3 pas3 B HIECTh-CeMb 0oJIbllie COGCTBEHHOTO Re-
ca. Ilonyuaercs...— OH nmocMoTpest Ha He€o, CJIOBHO OHO IIOMO-
raJjio MOACYeTy, 1 coobuuy: — YTo6bl OTKPEITH ABEPH, BaM IO-
TpebyeTcA NMPUIJIACUTEL OKOJIO MUJIJIMOHA MYypaBbeB. JTO Ha-
MHOT'0 MEHbIIe, YeM BEI 3allPOCUIN B caMoM Hayase. Ho u Ta-
KOe KOJIMYECTBO I He MOr'y BaM rapaHTHpoBaTh. Hamu KoHTaK-
TBI' C MECTHEIMH MYypPaBbIMH BeCbMa OrPaHUYEHEL. '

— XBaTUT U IOJMUJIJINOHA,— cKa3as PelKuK.— ToJBKO
cKopee. 3abupaiiTe CBOUX IIOMOIIHUKOB U AeHcTByiiTe. f XAy
Pe3yJbTAaTOB Yepe3 Yac y 3TOro KaMHs.

— A geBouka? — cnpocus Kaupugar.— OHa ymMper OT
HeTeplleHHd 3a DTO BpeM4.

— He ymper,— noobenian Peixuk.— §I pacckaxy eit He-
CKOJBbKO CKa30K.. Ho eciu Bbl He YroBOPHMTe MECTHBIX MY-
PaBBEB K HA3HAYEHHOMY CPOKY — TOTJa JEBOUYKY IIPUAETCA OT-
IpaBUTH B OOJIBHUILLY.

— HWuy... Cnemy...— 3aroponuica KauaugaT i, movaHuB
3a cofoii AByX MOJYaNUBBIX MYpPaBheB, HCYE3 BEMECTE C HUMU B
3apoCisAX KpalliuBhbI.

Prrxuk Hanpasuica kK MypaBeifKuHOI.

On 6bla1 goBOJIEH coGoii. IlmaH, KaKeTcd, yaaBaJIcA C caMo-
ro HavaJsa. U Peiokuk nogymaun :

«Ilomoxpu, Baba-Ara, Tel y MeHdA elle BELJIETUIUL B TPY-
oy!»

KoHeyHoO, HUKAKUX CKa30K PBHIMUK He CTaJ PpacCKasbl-
BaThk. Bo-IepBEIX, BpeMeHU 0CTaBaJI0Ch MAaJIO: HOYbIO HaZO OBbI-
JIO BO3BpalaThcA. A BO-BTOPBIX, Pa3BeAUYHK OblJ YBEPeH: HET
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TAKOT'O AO0MA, B KOTOPLIH He CMOIJIM OBl MPOHUKHYTHL MYypPaBBbIL.
Hazo ToabKO NOUCKATS.

Cxaszab JeBOYKe HeCKOJbKO YCIIOKAKBAIOIUIIX CJIOB, OH IBHU-
HyJicid BOKDPYT CTEH, oCciiefyd HUKHUNU PAX JOCOK, I yie de-
pe3 HeCKOJbKO MUHYT HallleJ TO, YTO UCKAaJI.

Jins €onrineii BepHocTH PIMKUK mpouiea 4o KOHLA IO 13-
BUIUCTOMY, HO BIIOJIHEe IPUJHUYHOMY XOAY BEHICOTOH B JBa MY-
PaBbUHBIX POCTA.

«Kakoii & mosogen! — naymaJ oH, Bo3Bpamasachk 3a Mypa-
BeliKrnHOI ¥ CepefKUHBIM.— YT0 OBl OHH Aeslanu 0e3 MeHdA!»

Pri:kMK, BoOCIIE-TO, HE JIOOMJI XBACTATLCH Jaske CBOUMHU
TMIOLBUTAMM, XOTS UX y Hero O6b1;10 HeMaJso. Ho 10:KHBIH KauMaT
NOLeIICTROBAJ Ha Herc paccJyadJdmwile: TaK M XOTeJ0Ch, YTOOBI
EPY3bsl y3HAJU O ero repolickux mnocTylnkax. 1 Bce ke y Proi-
KUWKa XBATHJIO BEIZEPKH 1 CKPOMHOCTH ITPOMOJIYATE.

C Bugom, OyATO HUUYEro OCOOEHHOro He IIPOU3OILIO, OH
UpUIJIacuJg Apy3eil IIocieJ0BaTE 3a HIUM.

...OHU BOULIM B KOMHATY B TOT MOMEHT, KOT'JIa POAUTEIIM
VoKe HaJZoeao MoJuyarth M nana MypaBeiiKiH, OTJIOMKUB KHUT'Y,
cxasaj:

— Mexay nmpoyuM, cercfHs xopowmwuii Beuep. He mory-
JISITH JIX HaM IIocJe JUBHA ? . ”

Mawma Mypagelikuua, B OTBET Ha 3TO, TOJBKO OLICTpPece 3a-
IieBeJIiJia CITUIAMU.

— Ho Begb THI caMa HacTaluBasia Ha ToM, uTo Ojie ropas-
o nyuine OymeT B Jarepe,— cKasaJ nana MypaBeiKuH.

OH 3pd BCIIOMHWJI, K3-3a Yero oHu moccopuiauck. Ona cpa-
3y HOHSAJIA 3TO.

Mawma HepBHO ZepHyJia ILJIEYOM U BOBCE OTBEPHYJACH OT
nanki.

«3HauuT, nana QbLI 3a TO, YTOOBI B3ATH MeHs Ha Oeper
YepHoro Mopsa»,— noaymasa OJsd, U eil 3aX0TeJoCh BBITJIS-
HYTh H3-TIOA CT0Jia, KyZa OHM NONaJH, BBIHAA U3 TEMHOro
X044, ¥ CKa3aTh:

— He Hafo ccopurncs, g 34ecCh.
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Ho, xak pasyMHa#d geBOoYKa, OHA Cpas’y moayMaJja O IOo-
CJIedCTBUAX.

IIpex e Bcero HU MaMa, HUM Ilalla He YCJIbINIAJd OBl ee
roJjoca.

A xorga Oxnsa BckapabKaJiach ObI Ha CTOJI HJIHM Ha KOJEHU
GTIy,— TOT, II0 CBoeii 0JIN30PYKOCTH, ITPOCTO-HAIPOCTO CTPAX-
EyJ OpI ee, KaK He pa3 CTPAXUBAJI Pa3HbIX OyKallleK CO CEOero
KOCTIOMA.

— TIlocmoTpu,— obpaTuyca 66 oH K MaMe.— CKOJBKO UX
PasBeIOCh Ha 10re,— IPOCTO HUThS HET.

Oxaa xopollo 3HaJa IPUBBIYKU OTI{a. PaHblie eil gaxe
HPaBUJIOCH TOHATHECA BMeCTe C HUM 3a KOMapPOM, KOTOPLIii, Ha-
JOemJIUBO 3yAs, He JaBaJ 3aCHYTh.

Ho 1o 0nl70 paHbine. A Tenepk OTel, MOI' BRITHATE COOCT-
BEHHYI J0Yb...

Briepsrie, 3a Bce BpeMd € TOTO MOMEHTA, KAaK yMEHBIIH-
Jachk, Oada moxaiena 06 35TOM M BOCKJIUKHYJIA

— Xouy cTaTh 6oab1oMH!

OHa KpUKHYJIa TaK 'POMKO UM IIPpOH3UTENbHO, uTOo Cepep-
KUH HEeBOJILHO 3aTKHYJI VIIIH.

— Kro-To nmUIuT...— CKa3aJ IIalla H IIOCMOTPEJ He IIOZ
CTOJI, OTKyJla pa3lajioch BOCKJHUIIaHUWEe, a Ha NoToJokK.— Ha-
BepHoe, K HaM 3aJieTesJ Komap!

— Cawm TeI KOMap! — ob6ugenacy Onss.— He Morkeinp y3-
HaThb roJIoC PoAHOIL fouepu!

— Bor... Ongars NUIUT...— HeJOYMEHHO pa3Besl pyKaMu
oren.— Ilouemy Ke s HUrJe He BUXKY KoMmapa? Heyxxeinu aTo
MHE TOJIBKO KaxeTrca?

Haznes ouku, oH BHUMAaTeIbHO CTaJl OCMATPHUBATL CTEHBI.

IToTom marHys K OKOWIKY, ¥ €ro Tallka OCTAHOBUJACE B
KaKoM-HUOyAbL MuanuMerpe ot Ouu.

He oxxupaa ganvueiimero, PLIKUK IIEIIKO CXBATUI ee c3a-
JY U, HeCMOTPSA Ha OTYAaSIHHLIE IIPOTECTHI, YBOJIOK IIOJaJIbHIe
TIOJ CTOJI.

— IIycru!..— BHIpBLIBajIack oHa.— BeApr 3T0 Mol oTen, a
ue Tu#. Ilycru!..

Ho PoIkUK M He moAgyMaJI Imocayuathes.
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— Tu uto? — noaaep:xkau ero Cepegrkun.— B cBoem yme?
Ecau oTen ¢ MaTepuio Tebs YBUAAT, PACCMOTPAT U MOIMYT, UTO
THI — MX J0Yb, OHH cpa3y ynaayt B oomopok. IIpencrass, 4To
6Hl caenasoch ¢ To0Oii, ecou OBI THI yBUAENa POZUTENIEH TaKU-
MM KPOXOTHBIMHU ?

— Br1 npassi,— corsacuiachk Onsa.— B TakoM BHJe A He
MOr'y IIOKa3aThCs MM.

B sro Bpemsa maThk cOpocuiia KodTy, u PBIXKUK yBUAEN :
KOJKa Ha ee IlJIeyax U CIIMHe He TOJILKO IIOKpacHeJla, HO U BU-
CHT JIOXMOTbAMMU.

«Bor kKak usjeBaercd Hajg HuMu bDBaba-fra,— moaywmadt
OH.— YiKe HadaJa oO0aupars... Hy, g eii mokamxy!»

— Bur ocraBaiiTecs 31ech,— ckazan oH Oise u Cepeaku-
HY,— a MHe HaJI0 OTJIYYUTLCH 110 CPOYHOMY HAeJy.

JansHelinne coOBITHA B JOMUKE BHITJIALENHN TAK.

— Yro-Tto Oinda pegxo Iumer HaM IHCEMa,— CKasaja
MaTh.— 3a0bljla COBCEM.

— Hexorga eii,— orBeTus oTel,— Wrpel pasHble, IOXO-
ael... He BonHylicA, CKOPO HaNHNIeT.

— 3uaems uro? — chopocuysa MaTbk.— JlaBail yegem oT-
coga nopaHsie, Xora Obl BcrpetuM OJui0 IIpH BO3BPAllleHUM
u3 jarepsa. Ceiivac HanuueM eii IHCbMO, a IIOTOM IoiigeM ry-
aAThb. Beuep Xopowuii... YKe JiyHa nokasajacbk... Coruacen?

— S rosocyio 3a 95To IByMS PyKaMu,— cKa3zaJ OTel H,
yabI0asch, NIOAHAJ PYKH, CJIOBHO co0OpaJica cZaBaThCHA B IIJIEH.

~— Capmums,— TonkHysn MypasBeiikuny Cepeikuu,—
yiKe JIyHa BBIXOJAUT, OTKPEIBA#i CKOpee 3aMOBEeAHBIN OBETOK!

BpoH30BUK ynaKoBaJ ero Kpenko. IIpHIiIocs MOBO3HTHCH,
npesxje YeM yAaJIOCh Pa3BA3ATL IayTUHY.

MypaBeliKMHa OCTOPOJKHO IPUOTKpPLIJIa Gepecry.

— AX,— ycaplmajla oHa roJgoc marepu..— MHe cTajo
CoBceM JIeTKO ApimaTh. W cepale CTyYuT POBHO, CIIOKOMHO.
Ecisu 0651 Tak OBIIO BCErga...

JlyHa yKe BOBCIO CBETUJIA B OKOIIKO, KOTIJa OTen U MaTh
3aKOHYHJIM IHCATEL TIMCHMO.

— 3aBTpa 3anevaTaeM B KOHBEPT M IOIIJIeM,— CKasaj
oren.— A cefiuac ryJxarse, ryjiiThb...
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Korga poaurenn ywmuau, MypaBeiikuHa BbLIe3Ja U3-IOJ
croJsla, BCKapabkaJsiach Ha KpPOBaTh, a C Hee — Ha CTOJI.

— HWpu cioga! — mossana oua Cepeaxuna.— Ilouuraem
NUCHMO, IpeXe YeM OHO IIPULET KO MHe II0 II0YTe.

Cepenkun Bcrkapabkasica k Oue. Ho ¢ 6imM3Koro paccros-
HUSA NHUChMO HEBO3MOXXHO OBIJIO IPOYMTATH — OrPOMHEIE GYK-
BEI Ka3aJIMCh HEIIOHATHBIMH PUCYHKAMH.

Torga CepexgkuH u MypaBeiiKiHa I10JIe3JIM BBIIlle — II0
IIeplIaBOM CTeHe NOJ caMblii MOoToJIOK. W oTTysa mpoyuTau
TO, YTO OBIJI0 HAIMCAaHO Ha OCBELEHHOM JIYHOIl JucTe OyMaru :

«Jloporasa Hama OJsieHbKa,— uuTaja BCAyX MypaBeiiku-
Ha,— MBI OYeHE cKy4JaeM 6e3 Tebs. [loueMy ThI pefiKO HAM TU-
memsb? ITumu mouame. O ToM, B KaKue UrpPLI BBl UIpPaeTe, B
KaKle NMOXoAbl Xxonute. HaBepHoe, moeTe MmecHU, yuTaeTe CIU-
¥ oKoJso Koctpa? C KeM Thl ocobeHHo moapy:xuaack? He Go-
neews an? Xopoino au KopMmAT B jgarepe? Eciu moiigere Ha
PeuKy, He CUIU JOJIrO B BOJe, He YIJIBIBAH JaJjieKo OoT Gepera.
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Caymaiica BOCIUTATEeJLHHUIY U BOXKATyI0. ThlI IOcaymHas Ae-
BOUKa, TAKOH U ocraBaiica. MpI ¢ mamoii pelIujay IopaHbile
yexaTh ¢ Iora 4 BCTPeTUTh Te0sa. IloToM moegeM B JepeBHI0O —
OyZeM XOZUThH B Jec 3a rpubamu u arogamu. Ilana cobpan Te-
Ge Ha Oepery UepHoro mMopfA OuYeHb KpacHBLIE KaMEIIKU ¥ pa-
xKoBuHbl. He ckyuaii, Joporag Hama gesodyka. Orgbeixail Xopo-
1o, Habupaiicsa cuya K HoBoMy ydyeObHoMy roay. Mul ¢ mamok
NIPOBOAMM BpeMsd IIpeKpacHo. JloMUK Hall CTOUT B cazy, a MO-
pe coBceM PAIOM.

Ilenryem Tebsa. Mama. Ilama».

— W nouemy 3TO B3pocJble HUKOTJAa He TOBOPAT Beell
npasabl,— ckaszag CepeIKNH, TOYUTABE NHUCbBMO.— Bumean Mul,
KaKOIl TyT JOMUK CTOUT B CaAy U KaK IIPDEKPACHO TBOU POAW-
TeJIH OTABIXAIOT.

— OHH He XOTeJU paccTpauBaThL MeHd,— OTBEeTI.IA
Ong.— Teneps 8 yBUAeA : UM JKUBETCA I'Opaszio TPyAHee, yeM
Mue. A TBI COBeTOBAJ He HcaTh nuchkMal..— OHa ¢ yKopoM Iio-
cMmoTtpena Ha Cepegxuna.

— 9To 4 TaK...— cmyTuica CepeKuH.

— Tax unu He Tak,— 3agyMunBo ckKaszaja Oud,— Ho,
KaK TOJILKO MBI BEeDHEMCS B Jlarepb, si cCpa3y HANUIIY UM HUCH-
Mo. A ceityac... rie oH, MOl KapaHAAlIHbI OrPEIZOK?..

Onu cnycrunnucs Ha ctoJs, MypaBeiikuHa IIopeljiachk B Kap-
MaHe, A0oCTaJjJa MCKYCAHHBIM KapaHZalIUK ¥ HHXe NIOANUCeil
«Mawma», «ITana» Hamucasia orpoOMHBIMH OYKBaMH :

«§1 Gp1n1a y Bac B roctax. A Bol U He 3Hasu! CKopee mpu-
e3:xaliTe, 4 TOXKe OUeHb cKyual 6e3 Bac. Oasa».

A ans Toro, uTo0bl poAUTENH He COMHEBAJIMCh, OHAa JU
HamucaJa 91o,— OJaa HapucoBaJjia ceb4.

— Teneps-To 0HU 06sA3aTENIBHO Y3HAIOT, KTO NHCAJ,— I10-
sacHuia oHa Cepenkuny.— Ilpexacrapisenin, HauyHYT 3aleya-
THIBATh IV CHMO B KOHBEPT — MU...

?— IlpencraBsasio,— ckasan Cepenkun.— I'me ke Poi-



«.PBIXKUEK GbLJI CTpAlllHO BO3MYINEH, A0 Uero AoBejia BaGa-
fAra mate Oz MypaBeliKHOMH.

Ecau 6b1 1 1BeCTH MypaBBeB CTAJU yOEKAATL €ro, 4To
Bab6a-fira sgece Hu mpu yeMm, maTe OJid caMa BUHOBaTa — He
HaJxo OBLJIO TAK MHOI'O 3aropaTh! — PBIXKUK TOJLKO IIpe3pu-
TEeJFHO YCMeXHYyJICA Obl.

Brictpo npo6exaB 1o U3BUJINCTOMY XOAY, OH MONIIGTI3 K
OomBlIOMY KaMHIO, Iie JOJIXKEH OBl BCTpeTuThcda ¢ Kamjiijaa-
TOM H MECTHBIMH MypPaBbAMU.

OKo0J10 KaMHESA HUKOTO He OBLIO.

«Heysxenu He gorosopurca?» — noaymasa Pel:RUK, Oec-
IIOKOACH.

CHauajsa OH BIVIAALIBAJICA B 3apocju Kpanusbl. IloTom
CTaJI HeTepneJnBo 0eraTh BOKPYT KaMHA.

A xorpma y Hero or Oera coBceM 3aKpyJsKuJachk To0JOBAa,
BIIOJI3 Ha caMyI0 BepIINHY KaMHA U 3aMep TaM, pyrad IIpo ce-
6a Kanaumara Ha BCe jalbl.
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Korzaa oH roTos ObL1 yake NOKAACTbCH, 4YTO o6pyraer Kan-
AURATA CAMBIMU MOCJEIHUMHU CJI0BaMHU, IIyCTh TOJbLKO ITOSABUT-
ca,— KaHaugaT nosasuicd.

— Bm1 peTe MeHa? — BEMKJIMBO CIPOCWJI OH M He cllellia
NpUHAJCA TOAHNMAThCA Ha BEPIIUHY.

— M ay,— caep;xuBas HerojoBaHue, npobypuan Pui-
#uK.— I'me Bac Tak moJiro morajo?

— C MecTHBIMH MYypaBbAMH OKA3aJIOCh BECbMa CJIOXKHO
JOTOBOPATECA,— coobuna Kangugar.— OHU XoTeJqHu 3HATH,
3a4eM MX 30BYT, 4 4 HUYEro TOJKOM 00'bACHUTH HE MOT.

— TI'me ouu? — cupocuy PeIXKUK.

KanauzaT BIoJI3 Ha BEepPIINHY, IIePEJOXHYJ U YKa3aad Ha
3aPOCJIH KPATIHBBI :

— Tawm.

Prixuk, nocaays, TJIAHYJ B TY CTOPOHY :

«0x, aTH IpUMOpPCcKue MypaBbu! — moayman oH.— OcTo-
POMXHUYAIOT, I'le UM HUYEro He IPo3uT... HaJo Bo uTo OBl TO HU
CTaJI0 BBIMAHUTHh MECTHOE MypaBeicTBO oTTyAa. OHHU JOJKHEI
BUAETHL €T0 M XOPOIIo CIALINIaTh. PasBe MOKeT IPOU3BECTU BIle-
yaTJieHHe peub, IpousHeceHHada B 3apociaax! Her, oH goasxen
ob6paTuThcd K HUM C BepIIMHBI KaMHA. Torga Peixkuk sacra-
BUT UX CJAYNIATH U AEeHCTBOBATH!».

— OrnpasasiiTech o0paTHO,— NpuKazan oH Kanauna-
7y.— IlycTh NPUILIIOT JJisl Hayajla pa3BeIYUKOB — ybeaaTcH
B 6€30IIaCHOCTH. A rje Balld MOJYAJTUBbLIE TOBAPUILIYU?

— Omnu ocranuch 3aJ0KHUKaAMU.

— CnymaiiTe MeHsS BHHMATEJbHO,— CKa3aJ PrIKUK.—
Koraa s nmpousHecy pedyb M YBJIEKY MypaBbeB 3a C000ii,— BhI
M BalId TOBAPHUINU JNOJIKHBI HeMeAJIEHHO 3a0paTh JEeBOYKY U
MaJlbYHKA U CIEIINTh ¢ HUMN K aBTOOYCHOI1 ocTaHOBKe. fI Bac
JOTOHI0. 3a YIJIOM JloMa e€CTh X0l B KomHaTy. Ilouaruo?

— A mouemMy BBl MHe IIpHKasbiBaeTe? — BO3MYTHUJCA
Kaugupar.— A ycrana. Uaure B KpanuBy caMu.

— §1 BoT ceituac kKak ykymy Teb6sa! — ckaszan PpIKUK M
IBuHyJca Ha Kangugara, 3a0bIB 0 BCAKOH BEXJHUBOCTH.—
«Apure camu...» — nepeapasHun on.— JlagHo, ckaxy Tebe mo
CEKpeTy: A OPraHuayio 3Jleck BO€HHbIE e CTBUS.
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— Oii, oii, oii...— 3abecnokomyica Kaugugar, 4 ero cjios-
HO BeTPOM CAYJIO ¢ KaMHSI — TaK GbICTPO NMoGerkaJs OH BHINOJ-
HATH IIPUKAa3.

MecTHBIE MypPaBLU Cpasy IPUHANM NpefiosxkeHue Prui-
skuKa. He mpoiio ¥ mATH MHHYT, KaK ObICTPhie Pa3BeJYHKU
3aNIHBIPSAIH, 00CcIeAys OKPeCTHOCTY KaMHA. OAUH Y3 HUX 3a-
OpaJicsa Ha KaMeHb U 3aTJISHYJ B KasKAYIO TPEIUHKY.

— Huxoro HeT,— yCINOKOUJ er0 PHIXKUK.

— Buxy,— oTBeTUJI Pa3BEIUYUK, OCMOTPEB BHUMATENBLHO
¥ MypaBbd-nipumensia. Ilorom cGexas BHU3 U CKPHLICA B 3a-
POCIIAX.

Bcekope orTyna mokasanuch OecKoHeUHBIE KOJOHHBI MY-
PaBBLEB.

— Oro! — ob6pagosancsa Prikuxk.— Temepp ocraercst
TOJILEO VBJIedb UX 3a coboii. Hy, Geperucs, Baba-fIra!

Ou gomxpascs, Korja MypaBbH CTOJIIUINCE BOKPYr KaM-
HH U RaTUXJIH.

Torza PeIXKIK NPHUBCTAJ B CBETE JIYHBI Ha BEPIIUHE U IIPO-
H3HeC TaKylo peukb:

— Joporue apysbsa! Bel yke Koe-4To 3HaeTe O Hac IO
HAlIUM dKcHeAunuaM. Mbl HUKOrZa He OOMaHBIBAJIUA HU OJHO-
o IPHMOPCKOI0 MypPaBhd, TaK?

— Taxk...— oTBeTHJIO eMy MHOTOYMCJIEHHOE 3XO0.

— Moe oOpanienue K BaM OyZeT KpaTKHUM,— IIPOAOJIMAN
Prxuk, Korga 5x0 yTuxJjo.— Cerogusa s Obli B cajy U 3aMe-
TUJI: MHOTHMEe U3 BalluX JKUJIUIN paspyiueHbl. Craskure, KTO Me-
IIaeT BaM CIIOKOIHO JKUTh, ¥ 4 HAy4y Bac, YTO JeNaTh.

— CrynkuHa...— AOHECJOCh U3 TOJNBI MypaBbheB.— JTO
OHA...

— $ Tak ¥ AymaJ,— KUBHYJ PpIUK.— A IodyeMy oHa
5TO JeJaer?

W3 ToJTIBI BHITOJI3 HEMOJIOAOM MypaBei.

— OHa AaBHO U3BOAUT HAC, —CKa3aJ OH XaJIoO0HO.—
Xoautr ¢ YalHUKOM, BOPOIIUT MYPABEHHHUKU U JIBET KUIATOK
C OTpaBoii — O0OUTCH, YTO MBI MCIIOPTUM CJaJAKHe II0Abl. MBI
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yKe TIepeceJUiIch B KpanuBHble 3apociad. kHo oHa u Tam He
JaeT HaM IOKOd.
OH 3aMOJIYAJ U MOMSITUJICA B TOJIILY.

— Tax BoT,— pemuTeJbHO ckasas Prikuk.— Ceropxdg s
BHZeJ, KaKk BoadBpamaiack 6abka Crynkuna. HagepHoe, sera-
Ja 3a 6oJee CHJIBHLIM AKoM. U ecaiu Mbl ee HeMeAJI€HHO He Ha-
nyraeM — BCEM BaM Ipujerca mjgoxo. He orcrynarts Hapgo, a
Hactynatb. Brnepea! Hanagem sa Crynxudy, JoKasKeM: €il C
MypaBbIMHM He CIIpaBUTHCSA. Torga oHa HcCIIyraercad MU yJaAeTUT
HaBcerja. Bnepex, 3a muoii!

T'yn omo6penus npepraJt ero. Crogiqye BHU3Y 3alll€BEJIU-
NUch, 1 PpIXKHUK IIOHAJ : KOHTAKT yCTAaHOBJEH, JOBEPUE 3aBoe-
BaHO.

— Buepez!..— paspanauch, MHOTOYMCJIEHHBIE TroJioca MY-
paBbeB.— [la 37]paBCTBYIOT HAIllK CEBEPHEBIC APY3hbia!

YGenuBunch, YT0 MypaBbH I'OTOBHI IIOCJIEAOBATH 34 HHUM
U HUUYTO UX Telephb He OCTaHOBUT, PEIKUK Ky0apeM CKaTHiCHd
C BePUIHHEL.

IIpoponxaa xpuuath: «3a MHoI!.. MBI JONM#HBI V-
neThb!..» — OH co Bcex Hor 6pocuiicd K GOJIBHIOMY AOMY.

Czapu, JOTOHAA M HAaCTylnas Ha HOTH, MYAJ¥Ch MPIMOP-
CKlle MypaBBH.

Hx yxe He HAJO OBLIO MMOATOHATE.

Tem He MeHee, BOe)KaB Ha KPBLJIbLIO, PHIKUK elle HeCKOJIb-
KO pa3 KpUKHYJI :

— Bunepen!.. Buepen!..

A xorja MypaBbHU HOJIE3JIH BO BCe IEJIH M IiepecTaju o0-
palaTh Ha Hero BHUMaHUe — HBIPHYJ B I'IyOOKYI0 TPEUNHY
y Imopora U 3aTauJcH.

— Teneps — Hazsam,— cxkazan oH cam cebe, 35ech yxe
oboitgyTca u 6e3 MeH4.

Cepenkun 1 MypaBeiiKiHa 3aBOJIHOBAJIUChH, KOTLa BMECTO
Prixuxka ysupenu Kanpgupara. Takoro saneixasmerocs, 0yz-
TO €My IPHILJIOCH 0€XXaTh AeCATH KHJIOMETPOB,
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OH pgaxe He CTaJ HUYEro oGBACHATH, TOJHKO CKa3aJ, 3a-
MKasfACh:

— Mz yxogum... -

W noTamui 3a coboil HefOoyMeBaoIIUX JeTeH.

Oxkomso gomuka Cepegkuna u MypaBeliKHHY MOAXBATUIYN
ero MoJuaJjinBble ToBapuiu. OT HUX BooOIllle He yAAaJIoCh AO-
GUThCS HY OZHOIO CJIOBA A0 CaMOi aBTOOYCHOI OCTaHOBKMH.

ToabpKO TaM, MIOYYBCTBOBAB celA B TOJHOI 0e30mMacHOCTH,
OJUH 13 HUX TPOPOHUI

— Po’KUK opraHu3oBaJj rpaHZUO3HOEe HACTYILJIEHHe Ha
OOJIBIION JOM.

— M= yesxaem Oe3 Hero? — cnpocusia Mypaseiiku-
Ha.— S He Xouy!

— He 3nato,— npomenran Kangugar. OH OKOHYATEIBHO
norepsn cuibl.— COOBITHA pa3BUBANNCh TAaK GYPHO, UTO BCEro
MOKHO OKHJIATh...

— CoOrITHS MPOAOIIKAINT Pa3BUBATLCS,— IOCJBINAJCS
M3 TEeMHOTBI 3HAKOMBIi rosoc Peixuxa.— ToJbKO Temeps yoe
6e3 MeHd.

— Yro cayuunocs? — cnpocun ero Cepeapxun.— Ham
CKa3AaJIM, Thl OPraHN30BaJI KaKoe-T0O TIPaHAHUO3HOE HacCTyILJe-
Hue?

— Ara! — yapiGuyJsica pasBefuuk.— MHe yZajsocs Ipo-
yuursk Baby-fry... 9%, y3HaTh ObI, UTO OHa ceiiuac zesaer!

W TyT Bce yBUAENM: CBeT JYHHI IOMepK. B Toii ctopoHe,
rge HaxoauyicAa oM CTYNKHNHONH, BO3HUKJIO YePHOE IIOIKUMA0-
meecs obGaako. W3 Hero BhIpBaJICA 3Ur3aroo0pas3HBIil  A3BIK
IJIaMeHU, paCKaTHJICA TPOMOIOAOCGHBII 3BYK.

— Taxk g9 u 3HaJ,— mobGeAHo ckKaszaax Proixuk.— Baba-
fra He BEIAep:xajyia HacTymJIeHud u yierenal.. Jlapaiite mMmHe
KYJIEK C I[BETKOM, Mbl Y€33KaeM...

P.S. IIo apyrum cBeZeHUAM — MECTHOTO HaceJIeHUd I
OTALIXAIUX, CTAJI0 U3BECTHO: HOYBID JoM CTYNKUHOH 10f-
Bepresa HeChIBaJIOMY HAIlIECTBUIO MypPaBheB. X GBLIIO TaX MHO-
TO, YTO OHU IMOKPBIJIU IO0JI, CTEHHI 1 IOTOJIOK JOoMa IIJIOTHBIM
cJI0eM.
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TIpocHyBmNCEH OT HEIIOHATHOTO IIOPOXAa, X034ilKa yBUIeNa
HeOBIBAJYI0 KaPTHHY, HMCIyrajacs, Opocusack Ge3 OTJIALKU B
yeM 6blJIa K MOPI0 U IIPOCHAea B BoJe ABa Yaca.

IIpuuynHa TAaKOro HAMIECTBUA MYPABBEB OCTAJACh HEBLIAC-
HEHHOH.

FNTABA [OEBATAA

[MocnepHsas

Mypaseiikuia u CepeZKUH TaK yCTaJH, YTO He 3alIOMHU-
nu ob6partHoii goporu. OHH 3aZpeMasu ellle Ha aBTOOYCHOMH oc-
TaHOBKe B OUEHL YAO00HOM M MATKOM JIHCTE IIOAOPOXKHUKA.

CepekuHy CcTajJ0 Ka3aThbCcsd, YTO OH ONATH CTOUT Ha Gop-
Ty €aMOro JYYIIEro B MHpe JeJOKOJa M OTZAeT KOMAHJEL.
A Bokpyr — Gesamoxsue JlegoBuTOrO OKeaHa, TOPOCH U GeJnle
MenBeau.

A Mypagseiikusa Bufena cebsa Ha Gepery YepHoro mMopd.
Byaro Gl OHa yike B3pocJjasa U oTHbIXaeT oaHa. IloTomMy uTo
CepeaKUH ylies B AajibHee IyaBaHue. K camomy CeBepHOMYy
TIOJIIOCY.

Bpoze 6bI oHa KavaeTcd B raMakKe, a KaKol-To KaHAUIAT,
OeclIpecTaHHO NONPaBJAA ABYMSA IaJbllaMU OUYKHM B II030JIO-
YeHHOMH OIIpaBe, OYEHDb X0UeT MOJAPYKUThCA C Hell, pacCKa3kl-
BaeT pa3Hble 3a6aBHBIE HCTOPUH.

«PaccraserBaii, paccrkaseiBail...— pgymaer MypaBeiiku-
Ha.— Bce paBHO g APYMUTH ¢ TOOOII He Oyay — y MeHs eCThb
ofuH caMblit ayummii Azpyr — Kouaa CepefxkuH...»

HenssecTHO, uTO OBI €lle IpPeACTaBUIOCH IyTelIeCTBEHHI-
KaM U3 IMUOHEPCKOro jarepa «3eJieHas pecny0JMKa», eciau Obl
OHU He OYHYJINCH, YCJIbIIIAB HaJi I'0JIOBAMH T'yJI.

Oba cpasy ITOCMOTPeJN BBEPX W YBUAeAHU GOJIBIIOIT caMo-
aer. On seren HeoObIYHO HUBKO. MM Jake MoOKa3asoch, YTO
caMoJIeT NTOKadaJ KPBLIBIAMH, KaK OBl IPHBETCTBYSA MU IIPO-
AACK.

Ilorom Cepenkun u MypaBeiikMHA IIOCMOTpeNM APYr Ha
Jpyra 1 yBUJAEJU: OHH TaKue, KaKUMU Obliu Bcerma. U — cu-
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IAT mof Gepesoil, a OKOJO HOT II0JI3aeT MaJieHbKasA I'yCceHuIla.
HampoTuB HUX — cocHa. A IoJ Heil — XBOWHBIN KyIIOJ Mypa-
Beiinnka. Y1 TaM, OK0OJIO OGHOrO M3 BXOAOB-BHIXOJOB, BaXHO
IPUIIOAHAJICA MypaBel. 3a HUM — rpynna MmypaBkeB. M Bce
oHHn cMOTpPAT Ha MypaBeiikuny u Cepeakuna. Tak UM Ioxasa-
JIOCH.

— 9rto xe I'maBHBIN MypaBeil M ocTaJbHble M3 Bricmiero

coBera! — BoCKJNKHYJ CepeKUH U OCeKCA: BAPYI BCe, YTO
6b1J10, IPUBUAEJOCE TOJBEKO eMy U MypaBeiiKuHa yAUBJIEHHO
CIIPOCHT :

— Kakxkoii I'masusrii?.. Kakoii Bercuiuii coser?..

Ho ona corsacHo xuBHyJa U, AepHYB CepeakuHa 3a pPy-
KaB, I0Ka3aJjia Ha TPONUHKY :

— CwMmoTpu, cMmoTpu! — BOCKJIUKHYJa MypaBeiikuua.—
Bupums,— TaM PBIXXKUK U ocTaJbHBIE, KOTOPBbIE OBIINU ¢ HAMU
Ha Oepery YepHoro mopsa!

CepeaxkuH IIOCMOTPES ¥ YBUJAEN: II0 TPONHUHKE, BeAymieit
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K MypaBeiiHUKY, 6pesu yeThlpe MypaBbia. OIUH M3 HUX OBLI
GoJiee PBIXKMIL, UEM OCTAJIbEHBIE, U HEC B YEJNOCTAX KPOILIEUHBII
kyJyek u3 6epectol. OH OrJIAHYJICH, CJOBHO XOTEJ CKa3aTh:
«Bor 1 3akoHuuJIOChH Hallle ITyTemecTBue... He 3abbiBaiiTe o
TOM, KaK BbI ¥ HacC rOCTUJIHU... I KaK 3J0pOBO A BBIrHAJ U3 LO-
Ma Baby-fAry... 1 He GecniokoiiTech 0 3aloBeHOM IiBeTKe. MbI
IIocajuM ero Ha IIpeKHee MEeCTO...»

OragHyJuCh U OCTaJILHBIE MypPaBbU.

OZvH U3 HUX CJIOBHO OBl MOIPABUJ HECYILECTBYIOU[UE OYU-
KU B II030JI0YEHHOI OoIIpaBe U IIOMIEBEJUJI YCUKaMU — HaBep-
Hoe, IPOU3HOCUJI BEKJIHUBYIO IIPOIIAJIBHYIO PeYb.

Korza on 3axkoHuunJ, NocaegHue jBa MypaBbsd KHBHYJIU
cUAAIMUM IoJ Oepe3oii, 1 MaJIeHbKHII MypaBbUHBINA OTPAL 3a-
CIIeIlINJ K XBOMTHOMY KYIIOJY.

— [HaBaii iopoiigeM noGuanke,— npennoxuia Mypaseii-
KHHA U BCTaJIA.

CepezkuH BcTaJI cJIemoM 3a Heill.

OHM moZomIIN K MypaBeliHUKY U JH0Jro Habmozaan sa
OTPAAOM, BO3TJIABJISEMBIM PLIJKUM MypPaBheM.

BoT oTpanx JocTur mogHOMKKUA KYIIOaA...

Bot oH noguAncA Ko BXoJa, BO3Jie KOTOPOI'O CTOAJNM BaiK-
HBII MypaBei U rpynina.

Prraxuit mypaseii npubiusuiicd K BasKHOMY, ¥ HEKOTOpPoe
BpeMd OHU CTOSJIU APYr IIPOTUB JApyra, NOMepeMeHHOo IeBesu-
JIA YyCHUKaMHU,

— Prxuk pacckasan I'maBHOMy Bce, UYTO CIYUYUJIOCH C
HaMU,— menHyJ CepeaxkuH.

Baxnbplilt MypaBeil ¥ Bce ocTajlbHbBIEe IIOAHAJNM T'OJOBBI 1
nocMoOTpenu Ha AeTeil. U, cJ1o0BHO yOeAUBUIUCE, YTO OHU YKUBBL
M 3/J0POBBI, OJVH 33 APYrUM UCUYE3JU B XBOMHOM KyIoJIe.

— BorT u Bce,— ckasaJi, BEIIPAMIAACH, CepexKuH.

OHM NOCTOSAJIM ellle HEMHOI'O OKOJI0O MypaBeiilHWKa U Bep-
HyJHCH K 6epese. TaMm, B TeHH, CTAJIHA BCIIOMUHATE :

— Tw1 noMHUMB, KaK Hac noxurtuia JKyk-BporzoBux! —
BOCKJUKHYJNa MypaBeiiKuHA.

— A Kak TBOIl oTel IPHUHSAJ roJioc JOo4YepH 3a IHCK KO-
Mapa? — Bockaunai Cepeaxkus.
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IIox Gepe3soii AoJro pasgaBajich BO30GyKAeHHBIe roJioca.

Korga xe Bo30yxKaenue mnpouno, CepeJKUH B3JOXHYJI U
CcKas3aJa:

— Manp, uro pTO OBLIIA TOJBKO cKaska. Msl ¢ ToGoit
CJHUIIIKOM 3aMedTaJIUCk...

— A zamnucka,— cnpocuaa MypaBeiiKNHa,— KOTOPYIO S
mucaja IepeJ myreurectBueM?.. I'1aBHBIA 3aroTOBUTENH LOJ-
J6H GBLJI II0JOMKUTE ee Ha MO0 TyMOOUKY!

W TyT 6HU BeroMHUIH o jarepe. I o ToMm, uTo pedara, Ha-
BepHoOe, JaBHBIM-JABHO NpUULIKU ¢ pedyku. Y o Tom, 4TOo AHHa
KoHcTaHTUHOBHA...

Baapmuce 3a pyku, Mypageiikuna u CepegkuH BO BCIO
TIPBITH IOMYaJIUCh K CBOEMY KOPIIyCY.

— Ox, 1 nomajer e HaM! — roBopuJad OHH Ha Oery
APpyr Apyry.
— Hamum mgaBHo nmpumian? — 3anbIXaBIINCE, CIPOCUJia

MypagBeiikiHa y JIeBOYKHM U3 COCeTHEro orpaga.— OHa mprira-
Jla Ha OJHOM HOre BOKPYT cCKaMelKu.

— He npuxoaunu emre..— AeBoYKa IepecTasia IIphI-
raTh.— A BB I'jie ObITH? — IIOUMHTEPECOBaJlaCh OHA B CBOW
ouepens.

— Tam,— mMaxHyJ pykoil CepeAKHUH B Ty CTOPOHY, OTKY-
Jla OHM Npubexaau,— AajieKo...

— A-a-a...— [IOHUMAapIle IPOTAHYJAa JeBOYKAa 1 CHOBa
CTajla IPLITaTh BOKPYT CKaMeNKHU.

Toponsace, uepes ABe cTyneHbKU B3Oexxkanud CepeAKuH M
MypaBeiikuHa Ha KpblLIbllo. Buxpem npoxecaucs o KOpUAO-
Py 4, pacllaXHyB ABepb B CIaJbHIO, YBUAEJAN: Ha TymMOoukKe,
0Ko0JI0 KpoBaTH MypaBeiiKMHOI1, JeXKUT 4YTO-TO Oeoe...

3a0bIB 3aKPLITH ABEPh, OHH PBAHYJIUCH TYA.

Ho cunpHEBIl CKBO3HAK ITOAHAJ KPOIIEYHBIT OOPBIBOK OV-
Maru, 3aKpy>KUJ U BEIHEC B OTKPEITOE OKHO.

CepegkuH BcKapaOKaJIcad Ha MMOAOKOHHUK, BREINPLITHYJ Ha
YJINLy, CTapafAch HOTHATH €AUHCTBEHHOE MOKa3aTeJhCTBO TO-
r'o, UTO Bce IIpousolIeflee ¢ HUMU OBILJIO Ha CAaMOM JeJie.

OH yBHUAe), KaK eMy 110Ka3ajoch, Oelenmuil KIo4oK 6y-
Marv, MeJbKaoIIUHi Yy caMoii IIBETOYHOM KJIyMOBI, M CXBaTHJI.
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Ho xorpa passkay PyKy,— Ha JIAIOHU Y Hero oKasaJachk
TOJLKO IYIINHKA OJyBaHYMUKA.

CepeiKUH B pacTepPAHHOCTH CMOTpeJI, KAaK BeTep CAYJ ee
M IIOHEC KaJbllie.

«HasepHoe, cKa3KN He JIIOOAT OCTABRJIATH LOKa3aTelbCTBA
cBoeil HeCKa304YHOCTH...» — moayMaa oH u ysugen MHyka-
BpoxzoBuka.

BpounsoBuk moJs3ay Mo JeIlecTKaM caMoOro KpacCHBOTO
I[BETKA.

— 970 TEI? — cupocui ero CepeaKnH.

BpoH30BHK OCTAHOBUJICS, MoBepHyJcA K Cepegkuny.

IloTom mepeseres K HeMy Ha ILJI€YO, IIPOMNOJ3 HEMHOTO U
BIPYL, CJIOBHO ObI BCIIOMHUB O KAKOM-TO HEOTJIOKHOM JeJe,
PACIIYCTIJI KPBLILA U YJIETEJ B CTOPOHY Jeca.

«Moxer OBITh, OH II0JIETEJ MTOMOYb MYpPaBbAM IIOCAAUTH
3amoBeHbIH 1[BEeTOK? » — nmoaymaJ CepeiKUH.

— Tsr gorHa;m MO0 3amnucky? — cupocuna Mypageii-
KMHA.

— JHa,— ckasan ou.— Ho, Korjla g pasxaJ PyKy, BeTep
CHOB2 CXBATHJI €e U YHEC...

Jns mosHO#i sicHOCTM HeoO0XOZMMO CKa3aTb BOT elle O
yem: IHUCHMO poxuteineii MypaBeiikuHa He noayuuiaa. Popmu-
TeJay 3a0BIIM HAINCATHL HA KOHBEpPTe «aBHa», U MUCBMO He yC-
MmeJo MpUHTU — OHU, He OXKUJas KOHIA Ce30Ha, IpUexanl 3a-
6paTth AOYb U3 Jlarepsd.

— Brl xopomo orppIXanu Ha re? — cupocuya ux Ond.

— IIpekpacHo,— oTBeTuJa oTel.— J[oM Ha caMoM Gepery
Mops, caf... Ho camoe riaaBHoe — MaMa IepecTajia 00JieThb.

— [Ha...— yapionymnace mama.— Cepjlie GoJnlie e Gec-
TIIOKOUT.

Ons XUTpo IpUIypHJaCh, XOTeJa CKa3aTh: «3HAeM MHI,
YTO IIOMOTIJIO...», HO pasayMaJa U HUYero He cKa3aJja.
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OTNNABREHME

Fnasa nepBasn
O sbnoke, ¢ KOTOPOro BCE Hauanock 3

Fnasastopasn
O6bIyHOe cTaHOBUTCA HEOoBLIUHLIM 16

FmnaBsa TpeTba
Noa xynonom xsom 29

lnasa wetBepTasn
Hyr-bpoHsoBuk 45

nasanatan
3anoBeAHbIH LBETOK 57

F'nasa wecTasn
O TOM, 4TO He MoeT BLiTt, a Mower u BuiTh 63

F'naea cegbman

MypabsbuHble aBToBych W camonetsi 71
FThnasa BocbMan

O pome Ha Bepery 11 Hem=oro o bebe-fire 86

Flhasa peBsatTan
Mocnepnsasn 106
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