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CEPAYI IIIEMKA

€PBBIN OCEHHUH XO0JIOJ, OT KOTOPOI'0 IIoXKejITejia Tpa-
Ba, ITPUBEJT BCeX IITHIL B 60JIbITyI0 TpeBory. Bece Havann
TOTOBUTHLCA B JAJIEKUU IIYyTh, U BCE UMEJIN TAKOU CEPb-
6é3HbINM, 03a004YeHHBLIM Buj. Jla, HeJIerKo IIepejeTeThb
ITPOCTPAHCTBO B HECKOJIBKO ThICIY BEpPCT... CKOIBKO
OedHBIX IITHI[ JOPOTON BBIOBIOTCA U3 CHJI, CKOJIBKO IIO-
THOHYT OT Pa3HbBIX CIYy4aHHOCTEN, — BOOOIIE ObLIIO O YEM
CEepPBbE3HO IMOAYyMAaTh.

Cepbésnas 6oJiblnas OTHIA, KakK jJebeau, T'yCH U yT-
KW, coOmpasach B JOPOry C BaXXHBIM BHAOM, CO3HaBasd
BCI0O TPYIHOCTH IIPEJICTOAIIEr0 IoaBura; a 0Oojiee Bcex
IIyMeJId, CYETHINCh U XJIOMOTAJIN MajlIeHbKHe IITUYKH,
KaK KYJIIWYKHU-TIECOUYHUKHW, KYJIWYKHU-IJIABYHYUKH, dep-
HO300UKH, YePHBIIH, 3yiHKH. OHH JaBHO YK COOHPATIHCH
CTaKaMU W MEePEHOCHINCh C OJHOTO Oepera Ha APyrou
M0 OTMEJIAM H 00JIoTaM ¢ TaKOU OBICTPOTOM, TOYHO KTO
OpOCHJI TOPCTh TOPOXy. Y MaJleHbKHX NTHYEK ObLia Ta-
Kas Oospinasa pabora...

Jlec cTOosI TEMHBIM W MOJIYAJIUBBIA, IIOTOMY YTO
rjiIaBHbIE MEBIbI YJIETEIH, He JOXHUIAaACh X0JI0a4.

— H kyga sTa Me09b TOPOIIUTCS! — BOpYAaJI CTapbId
Cestesenn, He JIIOOUBIIHH cebsa 0eCcCIOKOHUTL. — B cBoé
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BpeMs Bce yineTuM... He moHumaro, o 4éM TyT 6€CIIOKO-
HATHCS.

— TwI Bcerga ObLI JIEHTSIEM, ITOATOMY Tebe U HETPHU-
ATHO CMOTPETh HA YyXKHE XJIOIOThI, — OOBSICHUIA €ro
XKeHa, crapas Y TKa.

— 1 6b11 TerTAEeM? ThI IIPOCTO HECIIPaBEeIINBA KO MHE,
u 6oJibiie HU4Yero. MoxeT ObITh, 1 MO00JIbIIIE BeeX 3a00-
9yCh, a TOJILKO HE II0Ka3bIBaio BUa. TOJIKY OT 3TOro He-
MHOr0, eciam Oyny Oerath ¢ yTpa A0 HOYH II0 Oepery,
Kpu4aTh, MelllaTh APYTUM, HaJoeaaTh BCEM.

YTKa BooOIIe ObLIa HEe COBCEM OBOJIbHA CBOHUM CY-
IIPYyTroOM, a Tellepb OKOHYATEIbHO paccepamiach.

— TbeI mocMoTpH HA APYyrux-to, jJeutdah! Bon mamm
coceny, rycu Wim jgebenu, — 000 HA HUX IIOCMOTPETD.
2KusyT nyma B aynry... He6och, 1eb6enpb wiu rych He 6po-
CHT CBOEI0 I'He3jIa M Bcerja BIiepeau BeIBoagka. Ila, ma...
A Tebe 1o merer m gesa HeT. ToIbKO U gyMaellb o cebe,
9TOOBI HAOUTH 300. JIeHTs#, omHUM CII0BOM... CMOTpPETh-
TO HA Tebs Jaxke IMPOTHBHO!

— He Bopumn, crapyxa!.. Begs a1 auuero me rosopio,
qTO y TebOs TAaKOW HENPHUATHBIN XapakTep. ¥ BCSIKOTO
€CTh CBOHM HEHOCTATKH... I He BHHOBAT, YTO I'yCh — TJIy-
rnasi ITUIA U II03TOMY HSHYHUTCSI CO CBOHM BBIBOJIKOM.
Boob6i11ie M0oé mpaBujio — He BMEIIUBATHCSA B UyKHeE Jie-
aa. 3auem? IlycTh BesAKHE KUBET II0-CBOEMY.

Cenesenpb JII00WT cepbE3HLIE PACCYXKICHHSA, IIPHIEM
OKa3bIBAJIOCh KAK-TO TakK, 9YTo HMeHHO oH, CejeseHb,
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Bcerjga IIpaB, Bcerga yMEH M Bcerjga JIydllle BcexX. ¥ TKa
JaBHO K 9TOMY IIPUBBIKJIA, a ceridac BOJIHOBAJIACH II0 CO-
BEPIIEHHO 0COOEHHOMY CITy4alo.

— Kaxko# ThI oTen? — HaAKHHYJIACh OHA HA MyXa. —
OTt1pI 3260TATCS O IETSIX, a Tebe — XOTh TpaBa He pacTH!..

— Ts1 95T0 0 Cepoii Illetike roBopums? Uto ke s Mory
Toj1eJIaTh, €CJIM OHA He MOXKET JieTaTh? {1 He BHHOBAT...

Cepoii Illetiko# oHM HA3LIBAJIU CBOIO KAJEKY-10Yb,
Yy KOTOpPOM OBLIO MepeioMJIEHO KPBLJIO eIlé BEeCHOM,
KoTjia MogKpaiach K BBIBOJIKY JIuca u cxBaTujIa yTEH-
ka. Crapasa YTKa cmeno 6pocuiiach Ha Bpara u oTomia




YTEHKA; HO OJHO KPBLIbIIII-
KO 0Ka3aJIoCh CIOMaHHBIM.

— Jlaxe wu T10oAyMaTh
CTPAIllHO, KaK Mbl IIOKHHEM
3gech Cepywo Illeriky ommy, —
MMOBTOpPsjIa Y TKa CO clle3aMu. —
Bce ynerar, a oma ocraneTrcs ofi-
Ha-oguHENIeHbKa. Jla, coBceM
omgHa... MBI yieTnM Ha 10T,
B TEIIO, a OHAa, OemHsIXK-
Ka, 37ech OymeT MEp3-
HYyTb... Begb oHa Hama mo4Yb, U KakK s eé J00JI10, MO0
Cepyio Illetiky! 3Haernn, cTapuk, OCTAHYCh-Ka g C Hel
3UMOBATH 30€Ch BMECTE...

— A npyrue metu?

— Te 3mopoBkI, 000HAyTCA U 6€3 MEeHs.

Cenesenn Bcerja crapajica 3aMsaTh Pa3roBOp, KOTI-
na peub 3axogmiaa o Cepon Illetike. KoneuHno, oH ToxXe
JII0OMJI €€, HO 3aYeM Ke HaOpacHO TPEBOXHUTL cebsa?
Hy, ocranercs, ny, 3aMEpP3HET, — KaJIb, KOHEYHO, a BCE-
TAKH HHUYEro He Iojejiaemnts. Hakomel, HyXKHO ITOXY-
MaTh U O IPYTHUX JaeTax. 2KeHa BeYHO BOJIHYeTCS, a HyXK-
HO CMOTPETh Ha Belln cepbé3Ho. CeneseHb IIPo ceds
XKajel XeHy, HO He TIOHUMAaJI B IIOJIHOH Mepe eé mare-
PHUHCKOTO TOps. ¥ X Jiyuliie 66110 6bI, eciiu 661 ToTa J11-
ca coBceM cnhejia Cepymo Illefiky, — Beab BCE paBHO OHA
OOJIZKHA HOTHOHYTH 3UMOIO.
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Crapas YTka BBHAY OJIH3UBIINENHCA Pa3IyKH OTHO-
cujaach K J0oYepH-KajleKe C YABOEHHOH HEXHOCTBIO.
Bennsaxka eré He 3HaIa, 4YTO TAKOE pa3jiyKa U OJuHOYe-
CTBO, U CMOTpeJIa Ha cOOPHI JPYTHUX B IOPOTY C JIOOOOBIT-
cTBOM HoBHYKa. IIpaBma, e mHOrga menajgoch 3aBUIHO,
qTO €€ OpaThs B CECTPHI TAK BECEJIO COOMPAIOTCA K OTJIE-
Ty, 9TO OHH OyIyT OOATH IJIe-TO TaM, JaJIeKO-TaIeKo, Ie
He ObIBaeT 3UMHBI.

— Bepnp BbI BecHoM BepHETech? — cupamuBajia Ce-
pasa Illerika y maTepmn.

— Jla, ma, BepHEMCS, MOsI goporad... 1 omsaTrs 6ygem
KHUTH BCE BMECTE.

I yTenenus HauyWHAaBIIEH 3agyMbIBaThesa Cepoi
IMleriku MaTh pacckaszaia el HECKOJIBKO TAKHX XKe CIIy-
JaeB, KOTa YTKH ocTaBajiuch Ha 3umy. OHa ObLIa JINY-
HO 3HAKOMAa C IBYMS TAKHMH IIapaMH.

— Kaxk-aubynb, Musiasi, IpoObEIThCsI, — yCIIoOKauBasia
crapasa YTka. — CHagaa ImocKyJaelib, a IOTOM IPHBHIK-
Heltb. Kcim 661 MOXKHO ObIIO TeOs TTepeHeCcTH Ha TEILTHIN
KJTI0Y, YTO ¥ 3UMOM He 3aMep3aeT, — coBceM ObLIO OBbI XO-
poIo. JTO HemaIeKo OTcoaa... Bopodem, 94To Xke B TOBO-
PHTB-TO MOIIYCTY, BCE pAaBHO HaM He IIepeHecTu Tedsa Tyaa!

— {1 6ymy Bcé Bpems gymMaTh O Bac... — IOBTOPSIA
oegaas Cepas Illetika. — Bcé 6ynmy mymaTs: e BbI, 9YTO

8



BBI JiejiaeTe, BeceJio jiu Bam? Bcé paBHO u OymeT, TOYHO
1 51 C BAMH BMECTE.

Crapoii YTKe HyKHO ObLIO cOOpATh BCE CHUJILI, YTOOLI
He BBIIATh cBoero otdyasHusa. OHa crapajzach Ka3aThbCs
BECEJION W INIaKaja IIOTHXOHBKY OTO BceX. AX, KakK e
onLI0 XKaub Mmioin, 6eguenbpkon Cepon Illeriku... py-
T'UX JIeTel OHaA Teleph II0UYTH He 3aMedaia iU He oOpaia-
jla Ha HUX BHUMaHUs, U el Ka3ajoCh, UYTO OHA JazKe COB-
CeM HUX He JIO0UT.

A Kak OBICTPO JeTesio BpeMsd... BulI yxKe meibli psaf,
XOJIOMHBIX YTPEHHUKOB, a OT WHesI MOoXKeJITeJIn O0epE3KHU
W MOKpacHeJin ocuHBI. Boma B peke moreMmHesna, H cama
peka Kasajach OoJibllle, IIOTOMY 4TO Oepera Orojiejiv, —




beperoBasi IOPOCIb OBICTPO Tepsia JIUCTBY. XOJOTHBIN
OCEHHUU BeTep OOphIBAJI 3aChIXaBIIHNE JIUCTbI W YHOCHJI
nx. He60 yacTo moKphIBAJIOCH TSIKETBIMUA OCEHHUMH 00J1a-
KaMH, POHSBIIUMH MEJIKUH OCEHHUM H0XKab. Boobiie xo-
poritero ObUIO MajIo, ¥ KOTOPBIN JIEHb YK€ HEeCJINCh MHUMO
cTam mepenéTHou nTunkbl... IlepBhiMu TpoHYIIHCH 6OJIOT-
Hble ITHUIbI, IOTOMY 4TO 00JI0Ta YK€ HAYMHAJIIN 3aMep-
3aTh. Jlomblire Bcex ocraBanuch BomomuiaBaimiue. Cepyro
IIleriky GombIlie Bcero oropyasl IepejIeT XKypaniieH, II0To-
MYy YTO OHHM TaK XKaJIOOHO KYPJIBIKAJIA, TOYHO 3BAJIHA €€
¢ coboi. Y Heé eIllé B IIEPBLIN pa3 cXKaJioch cepAlle OT Ka-
KOT'0-TO TAWHOI'0 IPEIYyBCTBUSA, U OHA JIOJIT0 IIPOBOXKAaIA
rJia3aMy YHOCHUBIIYIOCSA B HeOe >KypaBJIMHYIO CTalo.
«Kak uM, JOJIKHO OBITH, XOpomio», — gymaja Cepas
Iletika.
Jlebeau, TyCcH M YyTKH TOXKe HAYHHAJIH T'OTOBHUTHCS
K oTiiéTy. OToenbHBIE THE3IA COETUHSINCH B OOIBITHE
s craun. Craprie m ObIBa-
JIble TITHUIILI YIYUJIHA MOJIO-
neix. Kaxmoe yTpo sTa
MOJIOJIEXDL C BECEJIbIM
KPUKOM Jesiajia 00Jib-
IIhe ITPOTYJIKH, 4TOOBI
VKPENuTh KPbUIbA [JIS
TaJIEKOTO mepeyéra. Y M-
Hble BOXKAaKHU cHadaja odyya-
JIA OTAEJIbHbIE TAPTHH, a MO-
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TOM Bcex BMecTe. CKOJIBKO OBILIIO

KPHKAa, MOJIOJIOTO Becejlbsd U PAaJOCTH...

Onna Cepas Illeiika He Moryia TPpUHUMATD yda-

CTHS B 9THX HPOTyJIKax H JiloboBajiach HMH TOJILKO

n3gaan. UTo menaTrh, IPUXOTHUIOCH MHPUTLCSA CO CBO-

el cynpOoii. 3aTO KakK OHA IUIaBalia, Kak Heipsaiaa!l Bo-
Ia OJid Heé coCTaBJIsAjIa BCE.

— Hyxu0 oTnpaBiaThcd... mopa! — roBOpHIN CTapH-
KH BOXaKu. — UTo HaM 30ech KIaTh?

A Bpewms jietesio, 6uIcTpo JeTesio... Hactynmwi u poko-
BOM meHb. Beda cras comnack B OHYy XKHUBYIO Ky4y Ha pe-
Ke. JTO ObLIO PAHHHM OCEHHHM yTPOM, KOT7Ia BOMa eIlé
ObLIa IMOKPHITA TYCTHIM TYMAHOM. ¥ THHBIH KOCAK COMJI-
¢ u3 TPExXcOoT MTYK. CIBIIHO OLLIO TOJLKO KPAKAHbE
TJIaBHBIX BokakoB. CTtapas Y TKa He craja BCIO HOYb, —
9TO ObLIa IIOCHENHSASA HOYhb, KOTOPYIO OHA IIPOBOIHIIA
BMecTe ¢ Cepon Ilerikoi.

— TB1 mepkuch BOH OKOJIO TOTO Oepera, rime B pPeKy
cOeraeT KJIIOUYHK, — COBETOBaJIa OHA. — Tam Boja He 3a-
MEP3HET I[eJIYI0 3UMY...
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Cepas Illeiika mepzkajgach B CTOPOHE OT KOCIKa, KaK
yyxasd... Ja, Bce ObUIH TaK 3aHATHI OOIITUM OTJIETOM, YTO
Ha HeEé HUKTO He oOpalnajl BHUMaHUA. ¥ cTapod Y TKH
1360j1e710Ch BCE cepmile, miand Ha 6emuyio Cepyio Illen-
Ky. HeckonbKko pas oHa pemaja mpo cebst, 9T0 OcTaHeT-
csI; HO KaK OCTaHeIIbCs, KOTIa eCcTh IpyTue JeTH U HyXK-
HO JIETETh BMECTe C KOCIKOM? ..

— Hy, Tporait! — rpoMko ckoMaHIOBAJI TJIaBHBIH BO-
XKakK, U cTas IOJTHSIach pa30oM BBEpPX.

Cepas Illetika ocTajiack Ha pekKe OJHA U JI0JITO IPO-
BOXKAaJia IIa3aMH yJieTaBIIu# Kocak. CHadajia Bce JieTe-
JIU OOHOM XKWBOU Ky4YeH, a IIOTOM BBLITAHYJIUCH B IIpa-
BHJIBHBIA TPEYTOJILHUK U CKPBLIHUCH.

«Heyxenu a coBceM omua? — mymaina Cepas Illetika,
3aJIUBasICh cjIe3aMu. — JIyumie O6nI ObLTI0, eciii ObI TOTHA
JIuca MmeHsa crena...»

Peka, ma koropoi ocranacek Cepasa Illeiika, Beceno
KaTWjach B IopaxX, IIOKPBITBIX T'yCTBIM JiecoM. Mecto
OBLIO TITyX0e, I HUKAKOro XWibsd Kpyrom. Ilo yrpam Bo-
na y 6eperoB HaumHajia 3aMep3aTh, & JHEM TOHKHAU, KaK
CTEKJIO, JIE]] TasJI.

«Heyxenun Bcsa peka 3améps3HeTr?» — mymasia Cepas
IIletika c yxkacom.
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Cky4HO el OBUIO OHOM, M OHA
BCE ayMaia OpPO CBOUX YJIETEB-
mux 6paTteeB U cecTép. I'me-To o
oHH ceddac? braromosy4so &“‘ N
au pgoiierenu? BemommHAT 00 N\
au upo Heé? BpeMmenu 6bII0 &%
IOCTATOYHO, YTOOLI MOAYMaTh
060 BcéM. Y3HaJia OHA U OJIH-
HouecTBO. Peka Onuia mycra,
U XKHU3Hb COXPAHSIACHh TOJIBKO
B JIeCy, I'Jle TOCBUCTHIBAIHN PAOUM-
KU, IpbITajin 6eJIku u 3auIibl. Pas
co ckyku Cepas Illeiika 3abpa-
JIach B JIEC M CTPAIITHO Iepemnyra-
jlach, KoTJia M3-TI07 KycTa Kyba-
peM BbLIETeNT 3asdil.

— Ax, Kak THI MeHs HaIryraja,
raymnas! — IIporoBopuiI 3asil, He-
MHOI'0 YCIIOKOUBIIIHCH. — JlyIra
B IATKHU ynuia... 1 3a4em ThI TOJI-
yénbes 37ech? Benns Bce yTKH gaB-
HO YJIETEJIH. ..

— 1 me mory jeratn: JIuca mue
KPBUIBIIIIKO IIepeKycuIa, Korga s
elé ObUIa COBCEM MAJIEHBKOM. ..

— Yx sra mue Jluca!.. Her
xyxe 3BepA. OHa u 70 MeHs TaBHO
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nobupaercs... Tel 6eperuch e€, 0coOeHHO KOTaa peKa I1o-
Kpoertcs ibaoM. Kak pa3s ciamaer...

OHnr mMO3HAKOMWIINCH. 3adll ObLI TakKol Xke 0Oe33a-
muTHLIN, Kak U Cepas Illeiika, u cnacai cBOIO XXKH3HbB
MOCTOSHHBIM OE€ICTBOM.

— Ecnn 6b1 MHe KpBLIbS, KaK IITHIE, TaK g ObI, Ka-
XKeTcs1, HUKOT0 Ha cBeTe He bosuicsa!.. Y Tebs BOT XOTh H
KPBbUIbEB HET, TAK 3aTO Thl ILIaBaTh yMeelllb, a HE TO
BO3BMEIL H HEIPHEIL B BOY, — F'OBOPHJI OH. — A o II0-
CTOSTHHO JIPOXKY CO CTPaxy... ¥ MeHsSI — KPyroM Bpar.
JleToM emré MOXHO CIpPATAThCA Kyda-HHOYOb, a 3UMOU
BCE BUIHO.

Cxopo BBIIIAJI B IIEPBLIH CHET, a peKa BCE elré He II10-
maBajiach xojoay. Bcé, uTo 3aMmepsasio Imo Houam, Boga
pasbuBaia. boppba nuIa He Ha XKHBOT, 4 HA CMEPTh.
Bcero onmacuee 6buTH sicHBIE, 3BE3HBIE HOUH, KOT/A BCE
3aTUXAJI0 U Ha peKe He ObLIO BOJIH. Peka TOYHO 3achl-
rajia, ¥ X0JIO[ cTapaJics CKOBATh €€ JIbIOM COHHYI0. Tak
1 CIydwyioch. Brlta Thxas-Tuxas 3BE3aHAas HOYb. 1HXO
CTOSIJI TEMHBIN Jiec HA Oepery, TOYHO cTpaxa U3 BeJlInKa-
HOB. I'opnsl Kaszajuch BbINIE, KaK 3TO OLIBAET HOYLIO.
Bricokuit Mecsan ob6jmBajl BCEé CBOMM TPENETHBLIM HC-
KPHUBIIIHMCS CBeTOM. DypamBmIasgs gHEM TopHas peka
IpUCMHUpeIa, U K HeH THXO-THXO IIOJKpaJics XOJIOf,
KPEIKO-KPENKO O0HSI TOPyI0, HEIIOKOPHYIO KpacaBUILy
W TOYHO IPHKPLLI €€ 3epKaJbHbIM cTekyioM. Cepas
Illetixa O6bpLIa B OTYASHHH, IIOTOMY YTO He 3aMEpsiia
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TOJILKO caMasi cepegnHa peKku, rjae obpazoBaiach IIAPO-
Kas IoJIbIHBbA. CBOOOIHOTO MecTa, I'ie MOXKHO ObLIO ILIa-
BaTh, OCTABAJIOCH He 60JIbIne ImATHAaIaTh caxken. Orop-
yenue Cepoii Illerikm monwio g0 mocjaegHEH CTeIleHH,
Korja Ha Oepery Iokasajach JIuca, — 310 ObLIa Ta ca-
Mas JIuca, KoTopas 1mepejioMuia el KpbLIo.

— A, crapas 3HaKomas, 3IpaBCTBY#H! — JJaCKOBO IIPO-
ropopmia Jluca, ocranaBiauBasich Ha Oepery. — JlaB-
HEeHbKO He BHOAINCE... Ilo3apaBiidaio ¢ 3uMoi.

— Yxomu, moXKajJyHucTa, I COBCEM He XO04y C TOOOH
pasroBapuBaTth, — oTBeTmwiia Cepas Illerika.

— JT0 3a MOI0-TO jJacKy! XopoIa ke Thl, HeUero ckKa-
3aTh!.. A BIIpoueM, PO MeHs MHOTO JIUIITHEr0 TOBOPST.
Camu HapgenaoT 4TO-HHOYOL, a IOTOM HA MEHS U CBa-
aar... Iloka — go cBumanbs!

Korga JInca ybpanach, MpHKOBLLII 3asi] U CKa3aJI:

— Beperuncs, Cepas Illetika: oHa onSaTH IPHAJIET.

H Cepas Illeiika Toxxe Hauajia 60aThCSI, KaK 00sJI-
ca 3asarn. Begnas maxke He Moryia JII000BATHCS TBOPHB-
IMTUMHUCS KpyroM Heé uymecamu. Hacrynuna yxe HacTo-
Aass 3uMa. 3eMyIsd ObLIa IIOKPhITa OEIOCHEXKHBIM KOB-
pom. He ocraBajiock HEM OgHOTO TEMHOIO MSITHBIIIKA.
Ilaxe rojibie 6epésbl, OJIbXHU, UBLI U PIOUHBI YOPAIHUCH
WHEeeM, TOYHO cepeOpHUCTBIM ITyXOM. A ejin cHesIajuch
emé BaxxHee. OHM CTOSUIM 3acChIIIaHHBLIE CHETOM, Kak
OynTo HageIu JOporyo TEIuIyio mryby. Jla, 9ymHo, XOpo-
o 66110 KpyroMm; a 6eguas Cepasa Illetika 3Hanma TOIb-
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R . KO OJHO, YTO 3Ta KpacoTa He I

| Heé, U TpereTajia IIPU OJJHOU MbICIIH,
YTO €€ IIOJILIHBS BOT-BOT 3aMEP3HET
1 e¥ HeKyna OymeT geThed. JIuca meti-
CTBUTEJIBHO IIPHIILIA Yepe3 HeCKOJIb-
KO JTHEeH, cejra Ha Oepery M OIIATh 3a-
rOBOPHJIA:

— Cockyumiacs g 1mo Tebe, yrod-
Ka... Berxonu cioga; a He X0Yelllb, TaK
s caMa K Tebe mpunay. f He cecuBa...

N Jluca mpuHsIiach TON3TH OCTO-
POXKHO MO JIbAY K camoi mojibiabe. ¥ Ce-

poii Illewtku 3amepio cepare. Ho JIuca
He MoIvia Iojo0paThbcsi K caMOM BOJIE,
IIOTOMY 49TO TaMm JEJ ObLI ellé O4YeHb
toHOK. OHA I0JI0KWJIa TOJIOBY HA IIe-
penHue JIANKH, OOJIM3HYIaCh U IIPO-
roBOpuja:

— Kakaga TwI raymasi, yTodka...
Briiesan ma 1én! A Bopouem, 10 CBH-
naubs! f Topomaioch MO cBOWM ie-

JlaM...
JIuca Havaila MPUXOOUTH KaX-
IbIN JeHb — IIPOBeaaTh, He 3aCThLiIa
1 moJibIHbA. HacTynmuBmnre Mopo3bl
nenanu cBoé meno. OT GOJIBIIOH IIO-
JILIHBH OCTaBaJIOCh BCET0 OJHO OKHO
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B caxXeHb BeqununHoU. JI€n ObLT Kpenkuit, u JIuca ca-
auiaachk Ha camoMm Kpamw. begmasa Cepasa Illetrika co
cTpaxy HbIpsJIa B Boay, W JInuca cumesia m 3J10 mmojacme-
UBaJiach HAJ HEewH:

— Hwuuero, apipsi, a g Tebss BCE paBHO cbeM... BbIxo-
U JIydIlle cama.

a1 Buges1 ¢ 6epera, 4To IIpojesbiBajia Jluca, u Bo3-
MYIIAJICSI BCEM CBOHM 3aTYbHM CEPIIEM:

— Ax, kakas 6eccoBectHasd sTa Jluca!.. Kakasa ne-
cuactHasa 5Ta Cepas Illerika! Crect eé JIuca...

IV

IIo Bcewr BepositHOCTH, JImca m cwema 661 Cepyio
Ietiky, KorMa MOJILIHBS 3aMEpP31a ObI COBCEM, HO CITYUH-
JIOCh WHaJe. 3asIl BCE BUJIET CBOUMHU COOCTBEHHLIMHU KO-
CBIMU TJIa3aMH.

Ileso 6uLI0 yTpoM. 3asil BHICKOYHI H3 CBOETO JIOrO-
BHINA TTOKOPMHUTHCSI M TOHUTPATH C JPYTHMH 3aWIlaMH.
Mopo3 6bLT 3M0POBBIH, U 3aUIBI TPEITUCH, TOKOJIaYNBasT
JIATIKY O JJanKy. XOTsd U XO0JI0IHO, a BCE-TaKHU BeceJo.

— Bparmpl, 6eperurech! — KPHKHYJ KTO-TO.

IericTBUTEIHLHO, OMACHOCTH ObLIa Ha Hocy. Ha ormryr-
Ke Jieca CTOsT CrOpOJIeHHBIN CTAPUY0K-OXOTHHUK, KOTOPBIT
TIOAKPAJICA Ha JIBIKAX COBEPIITEHHO HECIILIIITHO U BhICMAa-
TPUBaJ, KOTOPOTO OBI 3aMIla 3aCTPETUTD.
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«Jx, Témiasa crapyxe 1myba 6ygeT», — cooOpakaJl OH,
BBIOMpAas caMoOro KPpymHOTO 3aulia.

OH make MPHUIETWICI U3 PYKbS, HO 3aHIILI €T0 3aMe-
THJIA U KAUHYJIHUCH B Jiec, KaK cyMacIle/Ine.

— Ax, nykaBubl! — paccepgmics ctapudok. — Bor
VKO s Bac... Toro He MOHHUMAIOT, TIIYITbIe, YTO HEJIL3s
crapyxe 0e3 myonl. He Mép3uyTh ke ef... A Bl AKHH-
TH4Ya He oOMaHeTe, CKOJILKO HU OeranTe. AKHHTHY-TO
rnmoxurTpee Oymer... A crapyxa AKHHTHYY BOH KaK HaKa-
3pIBaJia: «Thl CMOTPH, cTAPHUK, 63 IIyObl He Ipuxogn!»
A BBI cUTAaTh...

Crapuuok IyCcTHJICA Pa3bICKUBATH 3aHIIEeB IIO CJIe-
maM, HO 3aHIlbl pacChINaJIUCh II0 Jiecy, Kak ropox. Cra-




PHYOK MOPSIAKOM H3MYYHJICSI, oOpyraj JyKa- ' j
BBLIX 3aMIleB U NPHCE]I HA Oepery peKu oT- B3
IOXHYTb. '
— OX, cTapyxa, crapyxa, yoexaa
Hama myba! — mymai o Beiayx. — Hy,
BOT OTJIOXHY M IMMOHIY HCKATh JPYTYIO...
CuguT cTapuydoK, TOPIOET, a TYT,
Ak, JIuca 1mo peke monaséT, — Tak /-"s /
U IIOJI3ET, TOYHO KOIIIKA. |
— I'e, re, BoT Tak mryka! — obpa-
moBaJics cTapudok. — K cTapyXuHOM-TO

IUTh 3aX0Tejia, a TO, MOXKeT, U PbIOKHU
B3IyMaJjia MOJIOBHUTE...

JIluca JeNCTBUTEIHLHO MOIION3IIa
K CaMOM TIOJIbIHbE, B KOTOPOU ILIaBa-
sa Cepas Illetika, u yiersach Ha JIbIY.
CrapuKoBCKHE TJIa3a BHIEH ILIOXO
¥ 13-3a JINChI He 3aMevYaid YTKH.

«Hamo Tak eé 3acTpesuTh, 4TOOBI
BOPOTHHKA HEe HUCIIOPTHUTh, — coobOpa-
XKajJ CTapHUK, NPHIEIHBasACh B JIu-
cy. — A To BOT Kak crapyxa OymeT
OpaHUTHCS, €CJIA BOPOTHUK-TO B JIbI-
PbIX OKaXKeTcsd... Toxe CBOS CHO-
poBKa Be3ne HagoOHa, a 6e3 CHAaCTH
A KJIOIA He YOBLEIIb».
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CTrapHyoK [0JIT0 IPUIIETHBAJICI, BLIOHPas MecTo B Oy-
nyiieM BopotHuKe. Hakonen rpsayn BwicTpesl. CKBO3b
IBIM OT BBICTPEJIa OXOTHHK BHJIE, KAK YTO-TO METHYJIOCH
Ha JbAYy, — M CO BCEX HOT KHHYJICSA K II0JbIHLE; II0 JOPO-
re OH ABa pasa yIaj, a Korjaa go06exall 10 IIOJILIHbH, TO
TOJIBKO Pa3BE&JI PyKaM#, — BOPOTHHKA KaK He ObIBAJIO,
a B IIOJIbIHLE IUIaBaia ogua nepenyranuas Cepas Iletika.

— Bor Tak mtyka! — axmymn crapuyok, pa3Bois py-
KaMu. — B mepBbI# pa3 BUXKY, Kak JIuca B yTKy o6paTu-
snack. Hy u xutép 3Bepsb.

— Jenymka, JInca ybexana, — o0bsacumina Cepas
[Mlewka.

— Yo6exana? Bor Tebe, crapyxa, # BOPOTHHK K IIIy-
oe... Uto xe g Teneps 6yny menatsh, a? Hy um rpex BbI-
ImeJI... A ThbI, TJIyHas, 3a4eM TYT ILIaBaellb?

— A g, megymka, He MorJia yJIeTeTh BMeCTe C IPYTH-
MH, Y MEHS OJJHO KPBLIBIIIIKO IIOIIOPYEHO...

— Ax, roynas, raynad... Jla Begb ThI 3aMEpP3HEIIH
TyT wiu JIuca Tebsa cwect! Jla...

Crapuyok mogymas-mogymMasl, IoKadaj ToJI0BOH U pe-
TITHT:

— A MBI BOT 4TO ¢ TOOOH cuenaeM: 1 TeOsI BHYU-
Kam yHecy. Bor-To o6pagyoTes... A BeCHOM ThI cTapyxe
AUYeK HaHEeCENb Ja YTATOK BbhIBEEIb. TaK s TOBOPIO?
Bot To-TO, ToTymIas...

Crapudok go6su1 Cepyio IllefiKky u3 mOJIBIHBH H IIO-
JIOXKUJI 34 Ta3yXy. «A crapyxe s HHYero He CKaxXy, — CO-
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obpazkaji oH, HampaBJsasach qoMoi. — IIycTh eé 1ry6a ¢ Bo-
POTHHKOM BMECTE €IlE IIOTYJISeT B jecy. I 1TaBHOE: BHYYKH
BOT KaK o0pagyroTcs...»

3auinl BcEé 3TO BHUJIETH U Beceso cMmesutnch. Huuero,
crapyxa u 6e3 1ry0bl Ha IeYKe He 3aMEP3HET.




NECHAJ CKA3KA

PEKH, B IpeMyYeM Jiecy, B OJJUH ITPEKPACHBIN 3UM-
HUU JIeHb OCTAHOBWIACH TOJIIIA MY>KHKOB, IPHUEXaBIINX
Ha caugx. [logpaguuk o6oIIENT Bech Y9acTOK U CKas3al:

— Bort 3nechr pybute, 6patiibl... KJILHUK OTINYHBIN.
JIeT mo cTy Kaxxmomy gepeBy Oyfer...

OH B3sJ1 TOIIOP ¥ MOCTy4YaJl 00yXOM IO CTBOJIY OJIH-
xawniien ejiu. BequkosgenHoe gepeBO TOYHO 3acTOHA-
JIO, 8 ¢ MOXHATBIX 3€JIEHLIX BeTBeH MOKATHINCH KOMbS
IIYIIUCTOTO cHera. I'me-To B BepIiiiuHe MelbKHY/Ia OeJ-
Ka, ¢ JIIOOMBITCTBOM TJId/ieBIIad HA HeOOBIKHOBEHHBIX
rocTei; a TPOMKOe 3X0 IIPOKATWIOCHh II0 BCEMY JiecCy,
TOYHO Pa30M 3arOBOPHUJIN BCE 3TH 3eJIEHbIE BEJINKAHBI,
3aHEeCEHHBIE CHETOM. JX0 3aMepJjIo JAJIEKAM IIEIIOTOM,
OyATO JepeBbs CIpPAlIUBAIN APYT Apyra: KTO 3TO IIPHU-
exan? 3auem?..

— Hy a BoT 3Ta cTrapymka HUKyda He TOTUTCS... —
NpubaBWI NOAPAOYUK, MOCTYKHMBaAsg OOYXOM CTOSIILYIO
eJIb C TpoMagHbIM aymioM. — OHa HAIIOJIOBUHY THHJIAS.

— OW TBI, HEBEXA, — KPHUKHYJIA cBepxy bemka. —
Kaxk TbI cMeernb ctyuaTh B Moi gom? ThI mpuexasr TOJIb-
KO cerdac, a g MPoXKUjIa B IyILUIe 3TON CAMOU eJIH IeJIbIX
IIATH JIEeT.
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Ona ménkayia 3ybamMu, paciyiimia XBOCT B TakK 3a-
IIUIIeIa, YTO JaxKe caMOH CelIajoch cTpamrHo. A HeBe-
XKa-TOAPSITYUK He 00paThUJI Ha He€ HUKAKOT0 BHUMaHHUS
U OPooIXasl yKasblBaTh paboduM, Tie ciieqoBajio Ha-
JaTh MOPYOKY, Kyda CKJIaabIBaTh IPOBA U XBOPOCT.

YUrto 6pLIO ITOTOM, TPYAHO axe pacckasarh. Huka-
KOe TIepo He OITUIIET TOTr'0 yXKaca, KOTOPbIN COBEPIITHUIICS
B KakKuX-HHOyOb ABe Hemenn. CTo JIeT poc 3TOT ApeMmy-
YUK eJIbHUK, U €ro He CTAJI0 B HECKOJIbKO JHeH. Jliogm
pyomsin TrpoMajHble JepeBbsi U HEe 3aMedyalid, KakK H3
CBEXXHX PaH COUYHJIHCH CJIE3BI. OHH IIPHHUMAJIA HX 3a
ob6bIKHOBeHHYIO cMoiry. Her, mepeBbs miakaam 6e3MoJIB-
HBIMH cjie3aMHu, KakK JIIOIU, KOorja UX IMPUIaBUT CIIHIII-




KoM 6oJIbImIoe rope. A ¢ KaKUM CTO-
HOM Iajaju moapyOiieHHbIe Jie-
PEeBBS, KaK XKaJI0O0HO OHHU Tperram!
HekoTopbie maxe CONMPOTUBIISIIUCE,
He XeJias MoagaBaThCsI HUUTOXKHO-
MY YeJIOBEKY: OHU XBATAJIUCh BETBSI-
MH 3a COCeqHHEe HepeBbsi BO BpeMs
cBoero najenusi. Ho Bcé 6bu10 Hampac-
HO: U CJIE3bI, U CTOHBI, U COITPOTHUBJIE-
Hre. ThICTIN JepeBheB JeXKaIl MEPTBHI-
MU, KaK Ha II0JIe CpazkeHusd, a TOIIop BCE
ITPOIOJIZKAJI CBOE Heiio. JlepeBha-TPYIIbI
OUYHIIIAJINCh OT XBOM, 3aTeM OIOJIEH-
HbI€ CTBOJIBI pa3pydajnch HA paBHbIE
YacTH M CKJIAJbIBAJINCh MPaBUJILHBI-
MU psiTlaMU B TIOJIEHHHUIIBI ApoB. [la,
camMble OOBLIKHOBEHHBIE ITOJIEHHUIIbI,
KOTOpPble MBI MOXEM BHUIETH Be3ie,
HO He Bcerja AyMaeM, CKOJIbKO XKH-
BbIX JIepeBbE€B H3PYOJIEHO B TAKYIO
TOJIEHHHUITY ¥ CKOJIBKO HYXKHO ObLIO
TOJITUX-TOJITUX JIeT, Y4TOOBLI TaKue
TepeBbsI BHIPOCIIH.
Y1enena ogHa crapas ejilb C OyII-
JIOM, B KOTOPOM Kmuja crapas benka
c cBoel ceMbél. 1o aToi enbio pabo-
qre yCcTpowiu cebe O6ajiaran u coajau
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B HEM. Ilennie muM mepen 6ajlaraHOM ro-
pesl TPOMAaHbIN KOCTEDP, JIN3aBIINH
ITHPOKHUM OTHEHHBLIM SI3BIKOM HHXK-
HHE BETKH Pa3BECHCTOTO aepesBa. 3e-
JIEHAS XBOsS Jeajiach KpacHOH, TJIejia,

a IIOTOM OCTABaJIMCh OJHH 00TOpPEeBIIIHe
Cy4YbsI, TOIIOPIIUBIINECS, KAK IIAJIbILI.
Crapas Benka 6b01a Bo3MylIeHa jio Tiry-
OMHBI AYIIH STHM BApBapPCTBOM U I'POM-
KO TOBOpPHJIA:

— Jls gero BCE 3TO caenaHo?..
Komy memain kpacaBer jec? IIpo- . g A
tuBHbIe jgogu! Hapouno npumy- R
MaJIH JKeJIe3HbIe TOIOPHI, YTOOLI — #7%
pyOHUTL UMH HepeBbd... KoMy 3To0 é;‘v |
HYKHO, 4YTOOLI BMECTO XKHUBOTO, 4,
3€JIEHOTO Jleca CTOSIM KakKue-
TO 6e300pas3HbIe MOJIEHHHUIIEI? o £
He npasga nu, crapymka Eip? 2

— {1 HUYero He 3HAIO U HUYETO
He IIOHMMAal, — TIPYCTHO OTBETHJIA
Ean, B3gparuBas ot yxkaca. — Moé ro-
pe HACTOJIBKO BEJIHKO, YTO I HEe MOrY
Haxe MOOyMATh O CIYYHBIIEMCH...
JIyaiiie 6610 IIOTHOHYTL M MHE BMECTE
C IPYTHMH, YTOOBI HEe BHUIETH BCETO, YTO
ITPOMCXOIUJIO Y MeHs Ha riiasax. Benn Bce
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9TH cpyOJieHHBIE JepeBbs — MOH AeTH. fI pamoBajiachk,
Korja OHHM ObLIM MOJIOABIMH JiepeBIaMH, pajJoBajiach,
IJIAAsI, KAK OHU BeceJi0 POCIH, KPEIUIH U MOJHUMAINCH
K camomy HeOy. Her, aT0 ykacHo... {I He Mory Hu roso-
puTh, HU aymaTh!.. Komeuno, Kaxxgoe gepeBo Korjga-HH-
Oyab JOJIKHO IIOTMOHYTH OT COOCTBEHHOW CTApPOCTH; HO
9TO COBCEM He TO, KOTIa BUAUIIL CPYOJIE€HHBIMH THICIUH
JepeBbEB B paciBeTe CHUJI, MOJIOJOCTH U KPaCOTHI.
Jlrogm, cpyOuBIIHe JepeBbs, MOUTH COBCEM HE T'OBO-
PHJIH O HUX, TOYHO BCE TaK ObLIO, KaK JOJIKHO ObITh. OHHU
3a00THJINCH Tellephb 0 TOM, KaK ObI TOCKOPee BbIBE3TH 3a-
rOTOBJIEHHBIE IpoBa M yexaTh caMuM. MoxkeT ObITh, UX




My4YHJia COBECTb, & MOXKET ObITb,
UM HagoeJIo XUTh B JIecy, — Bep-
Hee, KOHEYHO, TI0CJIeTHEe.

K muM Ha momMoIp SBHIIHUCH
apyrue. OHH B HECKOJIBKO THEH
CJIOXHJIA ITPUTOTOBIIEHHLIE IPO-
Ba Ha BO3a U YBE3JIH, OCTABUB
OJHHU ITHH M Ky4H 3eJIEHOI0 XBO-
pocta. Bes zemis 6pLia ychina-
HA IeNKaMd B COPOM, TaK YTO
3UMHEMY BETPY CTOMJIO OOJIBIITHX
XJIOIIOT 3achIlaTh 3Ty 0e300pa3s-
HYI0 KapTUHY CBEXHM, IIyIIHC-
THIM CHET'OM.

— I'me xe crpaBegIMBOCTL? —
xajoBajgachk Berpy crapas Enb. —
YUrto MBI caesiajau 3THM 3JIbIM JIIO-
IOAM C XKeJIe3HBIMH TOIIOPaMH?




— OHHu coBceM He 3Jble, TH JIIOOU, — OTBeTuI Be-
Tep. — A IPOCTO THI MHOTOTO He 3HAaelllb, YTO JejIaeTCs
Ha CBETe.

— Koneuno, g cuxXy moMa, He IIaTamoch Be3de, Kak
ThI, — YIPIOMO 3aMeTwiIa Kb, HemoBoIbHAA 3aMedaHu-
eM CBOero craporo 3Hakomoro. — Jla a1 um He Kejar
3HATh BCeX HecIpaBeqInBoCTel, Kakue aenaiorcsa. Mue
TOBOJILHO CBOET'0 JIOMAaIllHeTO Jeia.

— Ts1, BeTep, MHOTO XBacTaenibes, — 3aMeTHIa B CBOIO
ouepensb crapas Bemka. — YTo ke ThI MOXKeIIbL 3HATD,
KOI'1a JIOJIZKEH IIOCTOSIHHO JIETeTh CJIOMS I'OJIOBY BCE BIIe-
pén? IloToM, THI mesaernb 4acTo 6OJIBIINE HEIIPHATHOC-
TH U MHE H JIepPeBbsIM: HATOHHUIIIH XOJOIY, CHETY...

— A KTO jiIeToM TOHHT K BaM JoxXjeBble obaka? Krto
BecHOI0 o6cymut 3emirio? Kro?.. Het, MHe HeKoraa c Ba-

MH pasroBapmBaTh! — emé 6ojiee XBACTIHNBO OTBETHII
Betep u yneren. — IlpomatiTe moxka...
— Cawmoxsaj!.. — 3ameTunia Bcien emy benka.
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C Betpowm y j1eca Beauch HCKOHH HEIIPHATHBIE CUETHI
IJIaBHBIM 00pa30oM 3MMOM, KOTJa OH HPHUHOCHUJI CTpall-
HbIM CEBEPHBIN XOJIOO U CYXOM, KaK TOJIYEHOE CTEKJIO,
cHer. JlepeBbsl K ceBepy MOBEPTHIBAIINCH CITHHOW M T-
HYJINCh CBOUMH BETBSIMH HA 10T, OTKYy/a Besio 6jiarogaT-
HBbIM TemioM. Ho B rycToMm Jecy, rie gepeBbs 3amiuina-
JI Opyr Aapyra, Berep Mor Mopo3uTh TOJIBKO
OTHH BEPIIUHBI, a Telleph OH CBOOOIHO Ty-
JISLJI TI0 BBIPYOJIEHHOMY MECTY, TOUHO X035~
WH, U 3TO IIPUBOIMIIO cTapyio Enb B cipa-
BeJIJINBOe HeTo/loBaHUe, Kak u benky...

Hacrymnuna Becua. I'imybokuit caer
TOYHO IIPHCEJI, IIOTEMHEJI U Haval
TaaTb. Oco6eHHO CKOPO 3TO CIyUH-
JIOCh HA HOBOM MOpPYyOH, Irie BeceH-
Hee COJIHIIE ITPHUIIEKAJIO TaK T'opsIdo.
B rycrom mecy, obcrymaBmiem
OpPYyOb CO BCEX CTOPOH, CHET
elleé ocTaBajicd, a Ha I0-
pyObu yKe BBICTyHAJIH
IIPOTAJIMHEI, CHETOBAas
Bojia cberajia py4b-
SIMA K OJHOMY Mec-



Ty, TJIe TI0f TOJICTBIM JBIOM cajia 3uMHUM cHOM Peuka
BespimManka.

— Yro BbI MeHs OyauTe paHbllle BpeMEHH? — Bopda-
jia oHa. — BOT cHer B Jjiecy cTaeT, U S IPOCHYCbh.

Ho eé Bcé-raku pazbynuiu panbiie. IIpocHyBIIHNCE,
peka He y3Hajia cBoux Oeperon; Be3ge ObLIO I'0JI0 U TOP-
JaJId OJHH ITHH.

— Yto Takoe ciyuymiock?! — ymuBisiack Peuka, 06-
pamasich K OMUHOKO cTosgBIIel ctapou Eiau. — Kyma me-
BaJIcs jec?

Crapas Eap co ciesamm pacckasajia cTapod HpH-
ATeJIbHUIIE 000 BCEM CITyUYUBIIEMCS U JOJITO XKajJoBajlach
Ha CBOIO Cynb0y.

— Yto Xxke g Temeps Oymy menarh? — cIipamrdBaiia
Peuka. — PanbIie 1ec 3agepXuBajl Bjary, a Teriepb Bcé
BbIcOXHET... He OymeT Biiaru, — He 6yJeT U JIeCHBIX KO-
YHKOB C XOJIOTHOM Bomoi. Bot rope!.. Hem g 6yay mouth
IIPpHOPEXHYI0 TPaBy, KYCTHI U JiepeBbia? f cama BBICOX-
HY C TOPS...

A BeceHHee COJIHIIE TPOMOJIXKAJIO HATPeBaTh 3€M-
J110. JloXHYJI TeIsioM IepPBbIH BECEHHUN BETEPOK, IPH-
JIeTeBIINH ¢ TEmoro mops. Habyxiam moukm Ha 6epé-
3aX, a MOXHAThle BETBH ejiell ITOKPBLINCH MATKHMH,
CBETJILIMH IIOYKaMH. IJTO OBLIM MOJIOALIE II0OeTH HO-
BOM XBOH, BBITJIAHYBIIIHE 3€JIEHBIMHU Tiia3KaMHu. depes
MOKPBIY, IIOYEPHEBIINUN CHET, TOYHO U3BbENEHHBIN Yep-
BSAMH, TPOOMJICA CBOeW XKEJITOM TOJIOBKOU IIepPBbIN
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ITomcHeXHUK W Becejio0 KPUKHYII
TOHEHbKHUM T'OJIOCKOM:

— Bot u a, 6parnel!.. Ilo3gpas-
JISIIO C BECHOI!

IIpexxge B oTBeT ceWdac xKe
CJIBIIIAJICSA BECEJIbIN IIEIOT eJIeH,
KHBaBIINX CBOMMH BETBSIMH IIEep-
BOMY BECEHHEMY TI'OCTIO, a Tellephb
BCE MOJIYQJI0O KPYyroMm, TakK, 4YTO
ITogcHexkHUK OB HENPHUSITHO
VAUBJIEH TAKUM HeIPYKeITI0HBIM
npuémom. Korgma pasBepHYyIach
nBeTouHad nouka U llomcHexkHUK
TJISHYJI KPYTrOM XKEJTBIM TIJIa3KOM,
OH axHyJ OT HU3YMJIEHHUS: BMECTO
3HAKOMBIX JEpPEeBbEeB TOPYAIH OJ-
HA IIHH, Be3Je BaJSJINCh KYy4H
XBOPOCTAa, Iel u cyubeB. KapTtuna
IIpeNCcTaBIIIach A0 TOTO IIeYajb-
Hasa, 4uto llomcHexXXHWK paxke
3amiakad.



} @a— — Ecan 651 s 3HaI1, TO JIydlie oc-
: 'xy;‘;? e Tajics ObI CUIETH II0J 3eMJIEN, — IIe-
.,ﬁ”y}” { ‘fﬁ"f” YAJILHO IIPOrOBOPHJI OH, IOBEPTHI-
' BasACh HA CBOEM MOXHATOM HOXKKE. —
OT J1eca ocTaioch OTHO KJIQNOHIIIE.
Crapymka Enp omars pac-
cKaszaja Mpo CBOE cTpalrHoe
rope, a bBenka moaTBepaniia eé
ciaoBa. Jla, 3uMON mpHexajid JIOIH

TBICAYH JIePEBBEB, a IIOTOM H3pe3ajiu
WX Ha APOBa W YBE3JIH.

He ycmen sToT pasroBop KOHYHUTh-
csd, KaK MMOKA3aJIuCh IIEPUCTHIE JINCThS
IIAIIOPOTHHKOB. B rycrom gpemyuem
Jlecy TpaBa He pacTeéT, a MOX U Iia-
IIOPOTHHUK, — OHHU JIIOOSAT U MOJIyCBET
U CBhIPOCTh. HX ymuBjeHHe OBLLIO
elré OoJIbIe.

— Yrto xe? Ham HHUero He ocTa-

€TCs, KaK TOJIBKO YUTH OTCIOga, — Cy-
POBO IIPOTOBOPHUJI cCaMbIX OOJIBIION

I[Tammoporank. — MBI He HTPHUBBIKIHN
JKapUThCS HA COJIHIIE...
i — M yxomguTe... — Becejio oTBeTHIA

3ejiéHasa TpaBKa, BLIOMBIIASACI OTKYydAa-
TO U3-TIOJT cOpa HEKHBIMH YCUKAaMH.
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— A TBI OTKyjIa B3sJ1ach? — Cy-
poBo crpocwia crapas Eiap me-
3BaHyI0 TrocTbio. — Pas3Be TBOE
MecTo 37ech? Crymam Ha Geper
peKu, K caMOU BOJE...

Beceno 3acmesnacy 3enénas
TpaBka Ha 3TO BopuaHbe. 3aueM
OHAa IOMJET, KOrma el U 37ecCh XO-
pomro? JloBoOIbHO M CBETa, U 3€M-
i, u Bo3myxa. Her, oHa ocraner-
¢ UMEHHO 371eCh, Ha 3TOU XKUPHOU
3emiie, 0Opa30BaBIIENCS U3 Tepe-
THUBIIIEN XBOH, MOXa U CyYbeB.

— Kaxk g momaja cioga? Bot
CTPaAHHLIN BOIIPOC! — yIUBIAIACH
TpaBka, ynbibasice. — f mpuexa-
Jla, Kak BaxHas OapbIHA... Mens
ITPUBE3JIH BMECTE C CEHOM, KOTOPOe
eJIx JIOIIAJu: CEHO-TO OHH CHEJIH, a S
ocrajack. Her, MHe pemuTebHO 37€Ch
HpaBUTCA... BBI JOJIKHBI pagoBaThCH,
4YTO S IIOKPOIO BCE 3eJIEHBIM, U3YMPY/I-
HBIM KOBPOM.

— Bor 310 MHII0! — 3amMermiia
Benka, cioymasiiasa pasroBop. —
IIpunuia HewsBecTHO OTKyda, Aa
eIé pasroBapuBaeTt... A BIIpoueM,
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5% 2 YTO XKe, IIyCTh PACTET II0Ka, 0COOEHHO eciIH
cyMeeT 3aKpPLITh BCE STHU INEILl U COop,
OCTaBJIEHHBIE TPOBOCEKAMH.

— {1 mmKOMy He moMmemiaio, —
yBepstia TpaBka. — MHe HYKHO
TaK HeMHOro mecra... Camu Oyne-

Te IIOTOM XBAJIHUTL. A BOT BBI JIy4-

e obpaTuTe BHHMaHHE BOH Ha

Te 3eJIEHbIe JIMCTOYKHU, KOTOpPLIE

NpoOUBAIOTCA W3-MOJ IeIl: 3TO

ocuaa. OHa BMecTe cO MHOM ITPH-
exajla B CeHe, U MHE BCIO JIOPOTY
6nL10 TOpbKO. Ilo-Moemy, ocuHa —
caMoe TJIyIoe JIepeBO: KPEIOCTH B HEM HUKAKOH, JTaxKe
IpoBa W3 HEE caMmble IJIOXHE, a pa3pacTaeTrcs Tak, 9TO
BCEX BBIXKHBAaeET.

— Hy, sTt0 yXk M3 pyk BoH! — 3aBopuasia crapas
Enab. — IlonmoxuMm, cTapulii eIbHUK BRIPYOJI€H, HO HA €ro
MeCTe BBLIPACTYT MOJIOAbIE EJIOYKH... 3Jech HAllle CTa-
PHHHOE MECTO, ¥ Mbl €70 HUKOMY HE€ YCTYITHM.

— Korma emé TBom &JI0YKH BBIPACTYT, & OCHHHHK
TaK pa3pacTeéTrcs, YTO Bcé 3aayIIuT, — o0bsacHmIa be-
ka. — fI aT0 BHUmena Ha apyrux mopybsax... OcuHa Becerma
3aHUMAaJIa YyKHe MecTa, Korja xo3sieBa yuayr... M BuI-
pacraeT OoHa CKOpPO, ¥ HEOPUXOTJIUBA, 1A U XKHUBET He-
nonro. Ilycroe mepeBo, BeuHO 4TO-TO 60PMOYET, 8 YTO —
1 He pas3bepémb. Jla 1 MHe OT HETO TTOKUBLI HUKAKOM.
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B omny BecHy Ha cBexen mopyOHM SIBHJINCH eIé HO-
BbI€ TOCTH, KOTOPbIE U cAMHU He yMeJn O0bICHUTDH, OTKY-
na SBUWJIKCH ciofia. TyT ObLIN U MOJIOfIble PSIOUHKH, U Ue-
pémMyxa, U MAJIUHHUKY, U OJIbXH, U KYCThl CMOPOAUHBI, U
Bepba; Bce 3TU MOPOJBI KAaJIMCh TJIaBHLIM 00pas3oM K pe-
Ke, OTTeCHAS OgHAa APYIrylo, 94TOObI 3aXBAaTUTh MECTEYKO
rojryuiiie. CCOpHINCHL OHHM yXKaCHO, TaK 4To crapas Kb
CMOTpeJia Ha HUX, KaK Ha Pa300MHUKOB WX MEJKHUX BO-
pUIlIEK, KOTOpble HUKAK He MOIJIM Pa3desIuTh MOMaBIIy-
I0CA B PYKH JIAKOMYIO JOObIUY.

— 9, mycTh uX, — ycruokauBaia eé benka. — Ilycts
CCOPAATCS W BBITOHSIOT APYyr apyra. HyxkHo mogoXmaTs,
crapymka. Toibko 6bI TOGOIbIIIE YPOIUIOCH IITUIIIEK, a U3
MIUIIEK BHIIAJIET CEMS U HAPOIATCA MaJIeHbKHE EJIOYKM.







— ¥ Tebs TOJIBKO U 3a60ThI, UTO O IIUIIKAX! — YKOPH-
sa Eap mykaByio JakoMKy. — Besikomy, BUIHO, 110 ce0d...

ITopy6n 3apociia Bca B OgHY BECHY 1 HOBOH TPaBOH,
U HOBBIMU JIPE€BECHBIMHU IOPOJAMHU, TAK UYTO O CymMpad-
HBIX ITAIOPOTHUKAX He ObLJIO 37ech U MOMHUHY. B 3emné-
HOM, COYHOM TpaBe MeCcTpejid W (PUOJIeTOBbIE KOJIO-
KOJIbYUKM, U [I0JIeBAasA P0O30Bas I'BO3UKA, U TojIyOble
He3a0yaKu, W JaHIBIMIA, U PUATKH, U NaXy4Yuu Mmaj-
deit, u po30BHIe CTPEIKHU UBaH-4asi. HemaBHsAS cMepTh
CMEHWIACh APKOU KU3HbIO MOJIOAOU IOPOCIN; & B HEH
3a4upHUKaja, 3aCBUCTeJIa W PaCChINaliaCh BECEIBIMU
TpeJsIMUA pa3Hasd MeJjIKas NTHYKa, KOTopasd He JI0UT
TJIYXOTO Jieca M JEePKHUTCI MO ONyIIKaM U MeJIKHUM 3a-
pociasiMm. IIpuKOBBLISII B CBOMX BaJleHKaxX U KOCOM 3au-
Ka: IUANHYJ OOHY TPaBKy, HOIIPoOOBaJ APYryl, IMO-
IphI3 TPETHIO U Becejio cka3zan beske:

— OT10 moBKycHee Oymer TBomx mruiiek... Ilompo-
oyn-kal..

C Tex mop KaK BLIPYOWIIH JIeC Y PEKH, IIPOIILIO YKe He-
CKOJIBKO JIET, U TIOPYOb caenanach Hey3HaBaemon. C Bep-
MUHBI cTapor Eian BUIHEI0CHh TOYHO CIUIONTHOE 3eJIEHOE
03epo, pasjuBIlIeecs B paMe TEMHOT'O eJIbHHKA, 00CTY-
NUBIIEro mopybb CO BCeX CTOPOH 3y04YaTOW CTEHOM.
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Crapas Benka, 6nIBIIIas cBUIeTeILHUAIIEH
IMOPyOKH, ycIiejia B 9TO BpeMs YMepPeTh, OC-
TABUB IIeJioe THE30 MOJIOJIeHLKHX Oejoduexk,
PE3BUBIINXCA U MPBHITABIINX B MOXHATOM 3€JIEHU CTa-
pout Enn.

— IlocmoTpuTe-Ka, 9YTO TaM pAeaercs, HA PeKe, —
mpocwyia crapymka KEib cBonmx OOWKHUX KBapTHpaH-
ToK. — MeHnsa yxkacuHo 310 6ecmokout... Kaxercs, mo-
BOJILHO 37Iech HAaOpajoch BCAKHUX JIePEBHEB, a UIYT BCE
HOBBIE... HacmiabHO 1e3yT BIiepén, mpoauparoTcs, TyIiaT
OPYyT Apyra, — 3To MeHa ymubisger! MHe, HakoHell, Ha-
TOEeJIH 9Ta cymMaToxXa U IIOCTOSTHHEBIE pas3mophl... IIpexne
ObLIIO TAK TUXO U YHHHO, KaKJI0€e JePEeBO 3HAJIO CBOE Me-
CTO, a Temephb TOYHO C YMA BCE COIILIH...

Benouku mpeiraiin K peke u cerdyac XXe TPUHOCHIH
HEBECEJIbIN OTBET:

— ILoxo, 6abymka Emnb... Ilo peke BBepx mOTHIMAIOT-
csI HOBBIE TPABhI U I[BE-
TEI, HOBBIE KycTap-
HUKH, U BCE 5TO




CTPEMUTCH Ha NOpyOb, YTOOBI 3axBa-
THTh XOTh KaKOH-HUOYIb KYCOK 3€eMJIH.

— 9, IIyCTh UAYT: MHE Telleph BCE PAaBHO, — II€YaATb-
HO menTajia crapymika Eias. — MHe u XKuATH ocTaioch
HEJIO0JITO.

Bpems B jiecy mujio ckopee, ueM B ropojax, Ijie KHu-
BYT JIlogH. JlepeBhbs cUnTa M €ro He rojaMu, a JecsaTKa-
Mmu JieT. [Ipoucxoguiao 3To, BepoATHO, IIOTOMY, UTO Jepe-
BbSI JKUBYT ropasfio J0JIblile JII0eH U PacTyT MelJIeHHee.
C mpyroi CTOPOHBI, CYIIECTBOBAJIM OMHOJIETHHE pacTe-
HUSI, VIS KOTOPBIX BECh KPYT XKU3HU COBEPIAJICA B OHO
JIeTO, — OHU POIWINCH BECHOW M yMHUpaIHu oceHbio. Kyc-
TAPHUKH XKWJIHA JeCATh-IBAaIATh JEeT, a IOTOM HaYHhHAa-
JIN XUPETD, TEPSIJIN JINCThSI U MIOCTETIeHHO 3achIXayin. JIu-
CTBEHHbIE JIepeBbsl KW €eIE HoJibllle, HO 0 CTa JeT
BBIKWBAJIU OJJHU JIUIIBI U O€PE3bI, a OCUHBI, YEPEMYXHU U

psaOMHBI mOorubaIH, He TOXKHUB U MOJOBUHLI. C JINCTBEH-
HBIMU JIEPEBLSIMHU IIPUIIJIA U CBOU TPaBhbI, U
k IIBETHI, U KyCTAPHUKHN — 3Ta Becéiaas
3ejJIéHAas CBHUTA, KOTOpasi He BCTpe-
qyaeTcd B IVIYXUX XBOWHBIX Jiecax,
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e HeJOCTAET COJIHIIA U BO3ayxXa
U I'Jie MOTYT KHUTh OOHH ITaopPOT-
HUKH, MXH U JUIIaHHUKH.
I'maBHBIME [EeHCTBYIOIIHMH
JINIIaMU Ha MOpyOHu SABJISJINCH Te-
nmepb Peka Dbesnimsaunka u Be-
Tep, — OHH BMeCTe HEeCJIH CBeXHe
ceMeHa HOBBIX PaCTe€HUH U JIECHBIX
IIOPOJi, © TAKUM 00pa30M ITPOHC-
XOAWJIO IlepedBUXKEHHE PacTH-
TeJIbHOCTH. Uepes aBaaaTh JIeT
BCs IOpyOb 3apocia TIyCThIM
CMENIaHHBIM JIECOM, TOYHO 3eJié-
Hasa meéTka. [locropoHHuM r71a3 HU-
qero 37ech He pasobpas Obl, — Tak
IepeMeniajuch pa3Hble NOPOALI Je-
peBbEB. 3ejiéHas TpaBa W IIBETHI
IIEePBBIMHA IIOKPBUIN CBEXYK IIO-
pyOb, a Temephb OHU HOJIKHBLI OBLIH
OTCTYIIUTH Ha Oeper peKu U JeCHbIe
OITyIIIKH, IOTOMY 4TO B TI'yCTOH 3a-
POCIN UM [IeJIAJIOCh OYIIHO Aa U
COJIHITA He XBaTaJio.
It < Ho cpenu cBeTsi0# 3€1€HU JIUCT-
?J’ﬁ\g BEHHBIX IIOPOJ] CKOPO ITOKA3aJIHCh
W38 3elIEHbIE CTPEJIKH MOJIOABIX €J10-
& UYeK, — OHHU I1eJIOM CeEMbEN OKPYyzKaJIA
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cTapylo, TyIUIUCTYIO €JIb U, TOYHO JIe-
TH, PACCBHIIAIINCH IO OIIYIIKE OCTaB-
IIercsd HETPOHYTOM CTEHBbI CTApOro
apeMydero ejibHHUKA.

— He myckatTe ux! — kpuuana
ropekasg OcuHa, mIegecTsd CBOMMH
OPOXKAaBIIUMHU JINCTHKAMH. — OTO
MecTo Haille... BoT Kak oHH Tpoau-
patorcd. Iloxanyi, u Hac BBITOHAT... W

— Hy, 3T0 eIIé MBI TTOCMOTPHM, — & B
CIIOKOHMHO OTBETHJIN 3eJIEHBbIe Bepés- i
K. — A MBI He JagWM HM CBETY...
3aropaxuBaiTe UM COJIHIIE, — OT-
HUMAanuTe U3 3eMJIn Bce COKH. MbI
elle IMOCMOTPUM, UYbsd BO3bBMET...

3aBas3asach oT4YasgsHHASA BOMHA,
KOoTOpas oco0eHHO cTpalrHa ObLia
TeM, YTO OHA coBepllIajiach MOJI4a,
06e3 Mmajiediero 3Byka. JTo ObLIa
o0Iass BOWHA JIMCTBEHHBIX MHOPOJ
IIPOTUB MOJIOJIOM XBOWHOM IIOPOC-
. Bepésnl U OCHHBI MPOTATHBATIHN
CBOH BETBH, YTOOBI 3aTOPOIUTH COJI-
HeYHbIe JIy4Hd, majiaBIIne Ha MOJIO-
nble énouku. HyxHo OLLJI0O BUIETD,
KaK TOMWIHCH 0e3 COJIHIIA 3TH He-
cuacTHBIE EJI0UKH, KaK OHU 3aJbIXa-

{©



JINCh, XUPENIH U 3achixann. Emé cuirbHee 1mj1a BOMHA 10,
3eMJIE€N, I7le B TEMHOTE HEYyTOMHUMO paboTaim HeXHbIEe
KOPHH, COCABIIHEe IIUTATeJIbHYI0 Bjaary. Kopemku tpa-
BbI U IIBETOB paboTajl B cCAMOM BEPXHEM CJIO€ IIOUBHI,
r1yoKe WX 3apbIBAJINCh KOPHU KYCTAPHHUKOB, a eIé
r1yOzKe T KOPHU 6epés B MOJIOJEeHbKHUX E1049eK. Tam,
B TEMHOTe, OHH IIepeIlIeTaJIuCh MeXay coboi, KaK TOH-
Kure Oejibie BOJIOCHI.

— JlpyxHee paboraiiTe, geTku! — oboapsia UX cTa-
pasa Enb. — He TepstiTe BpemeHH...

Bces 6ema 6n1a B TOM, 9TO 6epé3BI pocam OLICTpee
€JI04€eK, HO, C APYTI'Oh CTOPOHBI, EJIOUKU OCTABAJIUCH 3€-
JIEHBIMU KPYTJIBIM TOJ U MOJL30BAJINCh OJHH CBETOM H
COJIHIIEM, ITOKA OEpE3KH cIajid 3UMHUM CHOM.

— DBabymka, HaM TPYIHO, — 3KAJOBAIHCH IJIOUKH
Kaxayio BecHy. — Omoseror Hac 6epésbl ietom. OHHE B 0f1-
HO JIETO BBIpPAcTyT O0JIbIlle, YeEM MBI — B JIBa roja.

— Hwmenite Tepuienne, nerku! Huuero mapom He
oJaéTcd, a BCE ao0bIBAeTCd TSKEJIBIM TPYIOM...
Ipyxuee paboranTe!..
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KycTel oTCTynmmaum HEepBLIMH, HM HeEYero ObLLIO
3mech gejiaTh. OHM CKPOMHO HCYE3JIH, YCTYIIUB Mec-
TO 00Jjiee CHJILHBIM JIECHBIM ITopomam. Momomomy
' OCHHHHKY IIPUXOIHUJIOCH TaKKe IIJIOX0: er0 TeCHH-

i Oepé3hl.

— BrI 570 uTO Xe menaere? — cupocuiin OCHHBI. —
Mz mpexie Bac MPHUIILIKA CIofia, a BhI HAC XKe HaYWHa-
eTe BLIKHBATL... JTO 6€CcCOBECTHO!..

— BrI maxoguTe, uTo 6€cCOBECTHO? — CMEsLINCh Be-
cénpie bepésku. — ToabKO MBI HUCKOJILKO HE
BHHOBATHI... Bac Bcé paBHO BBITOHAT OTCIOA
BOT ATH EJIOYKH, KaK TOJIBKO OHHM Hojapac-
TyT. BBI yK JIydliie yxoauTte caMu Ioo0py-
IIO3J0POBY U IIOUIIHTE cebe APyroro mMec-
Ta. TOJIbKO MelllaeTe HAM.

— Msb1r um memraem?! Mbl uM Melna-
eM?! — IIenTajJu OTOPYEHHBIE JTUCTHKH
oequofi OcuHBI. — OTO HA3LIBAETCS
ITPOCTO HAXaJIbCTBOM. BbI IMOIB3y-
eTech ImpaBoM cuiibHOTO. Jla... Kor-
Ha-HuOYIb BBl packKaeTech, KOT-
1a CaMUM OPUIETCA ILJIOXO...




— Ax, orcranbTe, Hagoenu! Hekorma mam pasrosa-
pUBaTh C BaMH...

[L1oxo mpumuIock OCHHKaM, KOorja HX 3arfHajid B ca-
MBbIY YT'OJI HOPYOH; C OJTHOM CTOPOHBI HA HUX HACTYIIAJI MO-
Jlomou Oepes3HsK, a ¢ APYTrod — MOoJIoJas eJIOBasi MOPOCb.

— bBatomku, morubaem! — KpHuyajgH HecUaCTHbBIE
Ocuuku. — I'ocioga, uTo ke 310 Takoe? J[Boe Ha OgHOTO...
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— Yxomure! Yxogure! — ThICIIAMH TOJIOCOB KPHUAIH
Enouku. — Bl Ham Topko Memiaere... CMemrHo Iuia-
KaTbh, Korga uaeéT BouHa. Hy:XHO yMeTh ymupaTs ¢ [o-
CTOMHCTBOM, €CJIH HET CHJIbI KHTh...

— A rge ke y Hac psIOMHBI ¥ YePEMYXHU? — CITPAIIIH-
BaJI HAaCMeIIHUK-BeTep, npuieTaBminii IOoUrpaTh ¢ MO-
JIombIMU Oepé3kamu. — AX, OemHbIe, OHH YIILIH COBCEM
He3aMeTHO, YTOObI HUKOT'O He IT0OECIIOKOHT...

Bonpiroin manys 6611 3TOT BeTep: KaxXayio BETOUKY
II0 JOPOTe HArHET, KaX/IbIH JUCTOYEK MOoIeIyeT 1 C Be-
CEJIBIM CBHCTOM JIETHT gajibliie. EMy m ropsa majio, Kak
IPyTHe XKUBYT HA CBETE, H TOJIBKO CAMOMY ObI IIOTYJIATh.
IIpaBpma, 3uMoOH, B X0JI01, EMY IIPHXOIUJIOCH TPYTHEHBKO,
u Berep maxe cToHaN M ILUIaKajl, HO éMy HUKTO HeE Be-
PHII; 3TO rope ObLJIO TOJIBKO A0 IEPBOT0 BECEHHEIo JIyda.

IV

[Ipomuio mATHAECAT JIET.

Ot cTrapo#t mopyOu He octajoch u ciaena. Ha eé mecre
MOgHUMAJIACh 3eJIEHAs paTh MOJIOABIX eJiel, PBABIINUXCS
B He60 cBomMHu cTpeiakamu. Cpeau 3ToM MOTydeH XBOH-
HOU 3eJIEHH CHPOTAMH OCTaBAJINCh KOU-Te cTapble Oe-
pé3bl, — Ha BCIO MOPYOb MX OBLIO He OOJIbIIE JecsaTKa.
Tam, rme TopXKecTBOBAIIM CMEPTh U paspylleHue, Te-
Iephb [BejIa MOJIogas XKU3Hb, TOJIHASA CAJILI U MOJIOIOTO
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W | BecesibAd. B 3TOM 3ejleHH BbIIeId-
£0 E Jach cBoell IoOypeBIIed BepIIH-
HOM ogHa crapasd Eib.

— Ox, meTKH, IJIOXO MHE... —
JacTo KajloBajach CTapyIIKa,
Kavasd cBoeu OypoH BepHIu-
Hou. — Hexopomo Tak mosaro

3aXKUBaThcs Ha cBeTe. Beemy

eCcTh CBOM mpefiesl... Terepsh

s YMPY CIIOKOMHO, B CBO€H ce-

Mbe, — a TO coBceM OBLIO OCTa-

JJach Ha CTApOCTH JIeT OJIHa-
OIHUHEIIEeHbKA.

— babymka, Mbl He maguMm
Tebe ymepeThb! — Beceso KpH-
qaiau mojoasie Enn. — Mue1 Te-

0a OymeM 3amuinaTh U OT BET-
pa, u OT X0JI0[a, H OT CHera.

— Her, perku, ycrama s
XKUTb... JJoBoibHO. MeHns yxe To-
) JaT U YepPBH, H XKYIKH, a CBEPXY
'i“ ¢ pa3benanT KOpPY JIMIIAUHUKH.

— Tyxk, TyK!.. — KpUKHYI TIE-
cTpeitt JlaTen, monbuBIIUM cTa-
pyio Enb cBOUM OCTPBHIM KJIIO-

BOM. — ['me xxyuku? I'me yepBIuKH?
Tyk... Tyk... TyK... d um 3samam!..
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Tyk... He 6eciokoriTech, cTapylika, s UX BCEX BBITAILY
¥ cKymamp... Tyk!..

— Jla Bemb THI MEeHS Xe JOJIOHIIL, MO0 CTapPyI0 KO-
py! — cronasna Eap, Bo3aMyIéHHass HaXaIbCTBOM HOBOTO
roctsa. — IIpexnge B myruie Xujm OeJIKH, TaK Te IIHIITKH
MOHM €JIH, a ThI HOJIOHIIL MEeHs, MOE JIepeBSIHHOEe TeJIO.
AX, IPUXOIUT, BHIHO, MOH KOHEII.

— Hwuuero. Tyk!.. I Tonpko uepBAYKOB mOOYyHY...
Tyxk, Tyk, TyK!..

Momnonpie €10YKH OBLIH BO3MYIIEHBI 0€CCOBECTHOC-
TBIO JATIIA; HO YTO IOHEeJIaeIlhb ¢ HaXaJIoOM, KOTOPBIH eIé
yBepseT, 4TO TPYAHUTCI IJI I0JIb3bI Apyrux! A crapas
Enp TonmbKo B3gparuBaia, Korma B eé aps6soe Tejao BIIH-
BaJICS OCTPLIN KITIoB. Jla, mopa ymMmuparh.

— JleTKH, pacckaxy s BaM, KakK I IIoIlajia coaa, —
menraja crapymika. — JlaBHo 3To 6bu10... Mou pomuTe-
JIN XWX TaM, Ha rope, B KAMHIX, I'le TAK CBHCTHUT XO-
JIOMHBIH BeTep. TPyaHO UM IIPHXOIHIIOCH, OCOOEHHO II0
3uMaM... bombiie Bcex obmxkay Berep: Kak 3akpyTwHrT,
Kak 3acBuCTHT... CeBepHas cTOpoHA y ejied Bces ObLIa
rojasi, a HIXKHHE BETBH CTJIAJIACH IO 3emiie. TpymHo ObI-
JIO U TIUIIY J00bIBaTh MeXay KaMHAIMH. KopHH oruieTa-
JIN KAMHH U KPEIKO JepXKaIuch 3a HUX. KL — Hemnpu-
XOTJINBOE JIePeBO U Kpemkoe, He 6outca Hudero. CocHBI
1 6epé3bl He cMeJld Jlaxke B3TJITHYTh Tyja, IJe MOH Po-
OUTEIN 3€JIeHeIn CTPOWHOM dYeTou. BhIlle MX pocin
TOJILKO O0JIOTHASI TOpHAas TpaBa Ja MoX... KpacuBo ObLIO
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taMm, Ha rope... la... Ha Takymo BbICOTY TOIBKO H3pegKa
3aberasu 6esiku fga 3aunsl. OgHAa Takas 6enka mogodpana
MeX]Ty KaMHSAMH CHeTyI0 eJIOBYIO IIHIIKY W yTallwia Clo-
14, B CBOH JOM, a M3 3TOH IITHIIKH BLIPOCIa . 31Iech IPH-
BOJIbHEE, YeM Ha rope, XOTh U He TaK KpacuBo. BoT mos
HCTOPHS, JeTKH... JoJiro g Kujia U cKaxy OgHO, UTO MBI,
eJii, — caMoe KpeIKoe JIEPEBO, a II09TOMY JIPyTHe II0Po-
OBl ¥ He MOTYT Hac ogoyieThb. CocHA TOXKe XOpollee Jaepe-
BO, HO He Be3Jle MOXKEeT PacTH... BOT IUXTHI U KeIpbl — Te
OTHOT'0 Poja C HaMH M TaKzKe HUYero He 00STCA...

Bce coymanu crapymky ¢ OpHIAYHBIM MOJTYaHUEM,
a NaIllOPOTHUKH IIAPOKO IMPOCTHPATIN CBOU JIUCThS-IIE-
pbsa. B MoJtofiom Jiecy yke BOOBOPHWJINCH CHIPOCTH U BeU-
Hasd IOJIyMIJia, KaKhue HeOoOXOIHWMbI 3TOMY KPacHUBOMY
pactenuio. O moIeBBIX IIBETAX U BECEJIOH 3eJIEHOM TPaB-
Ke He OBIJIO M IIOMHHY, a OT CTapbIX O0epé3 ocTaBaJIiCh
OJTHY THWJIbIE ITHU, B KOTOPBIX KUJIU MBIIIHU U 3eMJIEPOU-
ku. Ciienpl mopybu McCYe3IH OKOHYATETHHO.

Hacrasn u pokoBo# genb. 1o 6110 cpenu jieta. C Be-
Jepa ellé BeTep HarHajl TEMHYIO Ty4y, KOTopas 00JI0Ku-
Jjia TI0JIOBUHY Heba. Bcé mpuTHxIio B 0XKUIaHUU TPO3bI, U
TOJIBKO H3pedKa HajeTas BeTep. B Bo3myxe crmenajoch
nyurHo. Beceno xxypuana ogHa be3pIMsaHKA: BeTep IIPH-
HeceéT el HOBOM Boabl. OOHOBHMIIACH M 3eJIEHAS TPaBKa,
KOTOPYIO HECKOJIBKO THEH KTJIO COJTHIIE.

— O, 6eperucs! — cBuctan Berep, mmpoHOCsICH TT0 Bep-
XyIIKaMm ejier. — §1 Bac Bcex yTelry, TOJILKO CTOSITh KpeITJde.
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ITorom Bcé ctuximo. Crnenanock coBceM TeMHO. I'e-To
TaJIeKO TPAHYJI MePBBIH I'POM, a Tyda yKe 3aKpbLIa BCE
He60. OcrenuTeIbHO CBEPKHYJIA MOJTHHS, U pa3majcs HO-
BBIN, CTPAITHBLIN yaap rpoMa IpsaMo Haj jiecoM. I'me-To
YTO-TO 3aTpermayio u 3amrymesno. llockimanauch mepBhIe
KPYITHbIE KaTUIA JOXKIsI, U PBAHYJICA BETEp, a TaM — HO-
BBIM ygap rpoMa. JTa KaHOHaja IIPOooJiKajach B Teue-
HHe IeJIOT0 Yaca, a KOTyia OHA KOHYHIach U Oypst mpoHec-
JIachk, crapas Enb nexana yxe Ha 3emie. OHa pyxHYyIa
TIOJT, TSZKECTHIO TTEPEXKUTHIX JIET U CTapUecKoTo 6eccusus.
Korma B301110 COJTHIIE | TIOJ €T0 JIy9YaMu SpKo 3abiiecte-
JIa OMBITas IOXKIEM 3eJIeHb, He 0Ka3ajJ0Ch TOJIBKO OTHOU
Oypo# BepHIuHbI cTapon Kim...




MENABENAKO

/

apHH, XOTUTE BHI B3ITh MEIBEXKOHKA? — IIpejia-
raj MHe MOH Kydep AHIper.

— A e oH?

— Jla y cocemeni. UM 3HaAKOMBbIE OXOTHHKH IIOTAPHIIH.
CnaBHBIM TakKoH MeIBEXOHOK, BCEro Heaelb TPEX. 3a-
OaBHBIN 3BEPb, OJJHUM CJIOBOM.

— 3aueMm Xe cocequ OTIAIOT, €CIH OH CJIABHBIH?

— Kto ux 3Haer. { Bugen menBexkOHKA: He OOJIbIIE
pykaBuibl. 1 Tak cmelrno mepeBajainBaer.

A xun vHa Ypane, B ye3aaom ropoje. Kaprupa 0bi-
ja 6oapirad. OTdero ke u He B3ITh MeaBexXoHKa? B ca-
MOM Jiejie, 3Bepb 3ab6aBHbIH. IIycTh MOXKUBET, a TaM YBH-
IAM, 9TO C HUM JeJIaTh.

Ckaszanmo — cgemnano. Aujapei oTHpaBHJICI K coce-
OIM U Yepes3 Imojdaca NPUHEC KPOIIETHOTO MEeIBEKOH-
Ka, KOTOPBIN IeNCTBUTEJILHO ObLII He OOJIbIIIE ero pyKa-
BHUIIBI, C TOH PA3HUIIEH, YTO 7Ta KHWBas PyKaBHIIA TaK
3a0aBHO XOAWJIa HA CBOUX YEThIPEX HOTax M elé 3abaB-
Hee Tapallwia TaKue MHJIble CHHHE TJIa36HKH.

3a MeqBeXKOHKOM IPHIILIA IIejIasl TOJIIa YIHIHBIX pe-
OSATHIIIEK, TAK YTO IIPHUIILIOCH 3aTBOPUTHL BopoTa. Ilonas
B KOMHATbhI, MEABEKOHOK HUMAJIO HE CMYTHJICS, a HAIIPO-
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THUB, II0YYBCTBOBAJI ce0s1 0UeHb CBOOOTHO, TOYHO ITPHUIIE]T
momori. OH CIIOKOMHO BCE OCMOTPEJI, OOGOIIET BOKPYT
CTeH, BCEé O0HIOXaJI, KOe-4TO MOIIPo00OBajl CBOEH YEPHOU
JIAIIKON M, KaKeTCsd, HAIIIEJI, YTO BCE B MOPSIKE.

Mou ruMHA3HUCTHI HATAIIWJIA €My MOJIOKa, OYVIIOK,
cyxapeu. MenBexXOHOK NPUHHUMAJ BCE KaK JIOJIXKHOE H,
YCEBIIIHCh B YTOJIKE HA 3aJHHE Jalbl, IPUTOTOBUJICSA
3akycuTh. OH gesan Bcé ¢ HeOOBIKHOBEHHON KOMUYHOM
BaXXHOCTBIO.

— MepgBenko, xouenlb MOJI04YKa?

— MepgBeako, BOT CyXapHKH.

— MenBenxko!..

IToka mpomcxoguiia B 3Ta cyeTa, B KOMHATY He3a-
METHO BOIILIA MOSI OXOTHHYbSI co0akKa, CTapbIi PhIKUMN
certep. Cobaka cpasy mouysjia IPHUCYTCTBHE KAKOTO-TO
HEeH3BECTHOTO 3Beps, BBITAHYJIACH, OIIETHHWIACh, U He
yCIIeIW MBI OTJIAHYTBCSI, KAK OHA yXKe caejajia CTOUKY
Hag MajleHbKuM rocreM. HyxxHo ObL10 BUIETh KAPTHUHY:
MeJIBEXKOHOK 3a0UJICAd B YIOJIOK, IPHUCEJI HA 3aJIHUE JIall-
KW U CMOTpPeJ Ha Me[JIEHHO ITOAXOIUBIITYI0 CO0aKy TaKu-
MH 3JILIMU TJIa3EHKAMU.

Cobaka OnLIa cTapas, OILITHAs, W IIOYTOMY OHA
He Opocmiach cpasy, a JO0JIT0 CMOTpela ¢ yAUBJIIEHHEM
CBOMMHU OOJIBIIIMMU TJIa3aMW HA HEMPOIIEHOT'O T'OCTS, —
5TU KOMHAThI OHA CUUTajla CBOMMH, a TYT BAPYT 3abpaJi-
csl HEM3BECTHBIN 3BEPb, 3acCell B YyIrOJI U CMOTPUT HaA Heé
KaK HH B 4€M He OBIBAJIO.
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SI Bumes1, Kak ceTTep HAUAJ IPOXKAThH OT
BOJIHEHHUSI, 1 IPUTOTOBUJICSI CXBATUThH €TO0.
L Hciau Obl OH Opocujicsi HA Ma-
B roTky MenBexxorka! Ho BbI-
IIJI0 COBCEM MApyroe, 4Yero
HUKTO He oxupajia. Cobaka
IIOCMOTpeJia Ha MeHsI, TOYHO
cOpalnuBas COTJIacHusi, U I10-
IBUTaJIaCh BIIEPE] MeJl-
JIEHHBIMH, paccUYuTaH-
HBIMH IIaramu.
Jlo MemBexXOHKA
OCTaBaJIOCh BCETO
KaKuX-HUOyab MOJ-apIllinHa, HO
cobaka He pemniajach caejaTh IIO-
CcJIeJJHero 1mara, a TOJIBKO elllé CHJIbHee
BBLITSIHYJIACh U CHJIBHO MOTSIHYJIA B ceOs BO3-
OyX: OHA Kejiajia, 1o co0auyber NPUBLIYKE, CHaYaIa 00-
HIOXaTh HEU3BECTHOT'O Bpara.

Ho nMeHHO B 3TOT KPUTHUYECKHUH MOMEHT MaJIEeHbKHUH
roCTh pa3MaxHYJICI M MTHOBEHHO yjaapui cobaky Impa-
BOM JIATIOH ITPSIMO I10 Mopjie. BeposaTHo, yaap ObLI OYeHb
CHJIEH, IIOTOMY YTO co0aKa OTCKOUHWJIa U 3aBHU3XKajia.

— Bor Tak momogen Mensenko! — ogoOpuiain ruMHa-
3UCThI. — Takol MaJIeHbKHUH U HUYEero He OOMUTCH...

Cobaka 6nuIa cKOH(pyKeHA W He3aMeTHO CKPbhLIach
B KYXHIO.

56



MenBekKOHOK ITPECIIOKONHO CheJI MOJIOKO U OVIIKY,
a moToM 3abpajsici KO MHe Ha KOJIeHH, CBEpPHYJICI KIIy-
00YKOM M 3aMypPJIbIKaJI, KAK KOTEHOK.

— Ax, KaKo¥W OH MWJIbIH! — MOBTOPHJIK THMHA3HUCTEI
B omquH rojioc. — MbI ero octaBuM y Hac XuTh... OH Ta-
KOW MaJIEHbKUM U HUYEro He MOXeT CJiejIaTh.

— YTo0 XK, IIyCTh €ro IIOXKHUBET, — COTJIACHJICS 5, JIIO-
Oysich IIPUTHUXIIIUM 3BEPHKOM.

Jla m Kak 6bLT0 He J000oBaThcsa! OH TaK MHIIO Myp-
JIBIKAJI, TAK JOBEPYHUBO JIN3aJI CBOUM YEPHBIM A3BIKOM
MOH PYKH M KOHYHJI TEM, YTO 3aCHYJI Y MEHs Ha pyKax,
KaK MaJIeHbKHH PeOEHOK.




MenBezKOHOK IIOCETHIICS Y MEHS ’
B TE€YEHUE IeJI0ro JTHA 3a0aBidil myo-
JINKY, KakK OOJIBIINX, TAK U MAJIEHbKHX.
OH Tak 3a6aBHO KyBBIPKAJICS, BCE 3Ke-
JIajl BUAEeTh U Besfe Jjie3. OcobeHHOo ero
3aHUMaIH aBepH. IlogkoBbLIsAET, 3aMy-
CTHT JIally U HAUYWHAET OTBOPATH. Kcin
IBepb He OTBOpPsSUIach, OH HAaYHHAJ 3a-
0aBHO CEpPOUTHCA, BOPYAII U IIPUHUMAJI-
csI TPBI3TH [IEPEBO CBOHUMH OCTPBIMH,
Kak OeJible TBO3[IUKM, 3y0aMHu.

Mensa mnopaxkajga HEOOLIKHOBEH-
Hasi MOABUXKHOCTHL 3TOI0 MAaJIEHBKOTO
yBaJIbHA M ero cujia. B TeueHue 3TOrO
THS OH OOOIIEJI PEeIInTEeILHO BEChH JIOM,
U, KaXeTCsd, He 0CTaBaJIOCh TAKOM BeEIIH,
KOTOPOH OH He OCMOTpeJI Obl, He ITOHIO-
XaJl ¥ He II0JIu3aJl.

Hacrynmia mous. f ocraBmi men-
BeXXOHKa y cebsa B komHaTe. OH cBep-
HYJICI KJIyDOUYKOM Ha KOBpe U cendac
e 3acCHYII.

Y O6eTuBIIHUCH, YTO OH YCITOKOHUJICS, S
3aracwji JaMIly M TOXe ITPHTOTOBHJICS
cnath. He mpomnmio yerBepTH yaca, Kak
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s CTaJI 3aChIlaTh, HO B CAMbIA HHTEPECHBIM MOMEHT MOH
COH ObLI HapyIIeH: MeABEXKOHOK ITPUCTPOUIICSI K IBEPHU
B CTOJIOBYIO ¥ YIIOPHO XOTEJI €€ OTBOPUTH. S OTTAIIUII ero
pa3 m yIoXWI Ha crapoe Mecto. He mponuio morydaca,
KaK MOBTOpMJIach Ta xke ucropus. IIpunuiock BctaBaTh u
YKJIagbIBATh YIPSIMOT'0 3BePs BO BTOPOo# pa3. Yepes moi-
yaca — To Xe... HakoHelr MHe 5T0O Hamoesao, 0a U cIaTh
X0TeJIoch. f1 OTBOPWII ABeph KabuHeTa U ITyCTHJI MeJBe-
KOHKAa B CTOJIOBYI0. Bce HapyKHbIe IBepH U OKHA OBbLIN
3a1epThl, CJIEA0BATEIbHO, 0€CIIOKOUTHCA OBLIIO HEYero.

Ho MHe u B 3TOT pa3 He IIpHUBEJIOCh YCHYTh. MeBe-
KOHOK 3abpajica B OydeT m 3arpeMmesl TapejlKaMH.
IIpumniock BcTaBaTh M BLITACKHBAThH ero u3 Oydera,
MMPUYEM MedBEKOHOK YyXKAacHO paccepauiics, 3aBopyal,
Ha4daJ BepTeTh I'OJIOBOM U IIBITAJICSI YKYCUTh MEHSA 3a pPy-
Ky. {1 B3sJI ero 3a IMIMBOPOT M OTHEC B TOCTHHYIO. JTa
BO3HS HAUYMHAJIA MHE HAJI0eaTh, 1a ¥ BcTaBaTh HA ApPY-
rou JeHb HyXKHO ObLIO paHo. BmpoueM, si cKOpo yCHYII,
1103a0bIB O MAJIEHBKOM I'OCTe.

IIpomén, moxeT OBITH, KaKOH-HHUOYAb dYac, Kak
CTPAIIHBIN IIIYM B TOCTUHOM 3aCTABUJI MEHS BCKOUUTD.
B nmepByio MUHYTY g He MOT cOOOpa3UTh, YTO TAKOE CITY-
YUJIOCh, ¥ TOJIBKO IIOTOM BCE CHeIaJIOCh SICHO: MeIBEXKO-
HOK pasojpajicad ¢ cobakoy, KoTopasd coajia Ha CBOEM
OOBIYHOM MECTE B IIepegHeE.

— Hy n 3Bepuna! — ynuBmica kyuep AHapei, pa3Hu-
Mas BOE€BAaBIIUX.
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— Kyma ero mbr Te-
1ephb geHeM? — gymai g Beayx. — On
HHUKOMY He JAacT CIIATh IEeJIyI0 HOYb.

— A K emmasucram, — mocoBeToBaJl AHOpeH. —
Oum ero BechbMma pgaxe yBaxaiT. Hy m mycTs crut
OIISITH Y HHUX.

MenBekOHOK OBLT TOMEIEH B KOMHATE THMHA3HUCTOB,
KOTOpbIE OLLIN OYeHb Paabl MAJIEHLKOMY KBAPTHPAHTY.

Brito yxke nBa waca HOYHM, KOTa BECh JOM YyCITOKO-
WJICS.

I 61 oueHb paja, 9TO HU30aBHIICI OT OECIIOKOMHOTO
rocTsa u MoOr 3acHyTh. Ho He mpomuio gyaca, Kak Bce IIO-
BCKaKaJIA OT CTPAIITHOTO IIfyMa B KOMHATe TUMHA3HUCTOB.
Tam mpoucxoauio YTo-To HEBeposATHOeE... Korma s mpube-
KaJl B 93Ty KOMHATY U 3aXKET CITHYKY, BCE 00BICHIIIOCK.
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ITocpemuae KOMHATHI CTOSJI MHECHBbMEHHBIN CTOJI, IIO-
KPBITHIN KieéHKoU. MeaBeKoHOK 110 HOXKKE cTojia J00-
paJics 10 KJIEEHKH, YXBaTHI e€ 3ybamu, yIepcs JialiaMu
B HOXKY U IMPHHSJICSI TAIIATh 9YTO OBLIO MouHu. Tamu,
TaI[WI, II0KA He CTAlWI BCIO KIIEEHKY, BMECTe C HEU —
jJlaMIy, 1Be€ YePHWIbHUIIBI, TpauH ¢ BOOOW M BOOOIIE
BCE, 4TO OBLIO pa3ioxkeHo Ha cTosie. B pe3ymbraTe — pas-
OuTaa JlamMmoa, pas30uTbIM rpaduH, pas3iidThie II0 II0JIY
YepHWIA, a BUHOBHUK BCEro CKaHjaa 3abpascd B ca-
MBbIU JTAJIBHUW YTOJI; OTTYyda CBEPKAaJIA TOJIBKO OJHU IJia-
3a, KaK JIBa yrojabKa.

Ero mpob6oBanu B35Th, HO OH OTYASHHO 3aIUIIAJICS
U JIaXe yCIleJI YKYCUTh OJTHOTO TUMHA3UCTA.




— Yto MBI OymeM feiaTh ¢ 3THM Pas360HMHHKOM! —
B3MOJIHJICS . — JTO BCE Thl, AHIpeli, BHHOBAT.

— Yto ke s, 6apuH, cueaali? — onpaBabIBAJICI KY-
yep. — § TOIBKO cKas3ajl IIpo MEeIBEKOHKA, a B3SJIHU-TO
BbI. 1 eMHA3HUCTHI Jaxke BechMa €ro O00pSLIIH.

CiioBOM, MeTBEKOHOK He JaJjI CIIaTh BCIO HOYb.

Cnenymomui neHb IIPHHEC HOBBLIE HCIILITAHUS. Jlemno
ObLIO JIETHEe, ABEPH OCTaBaJINCh HE3aePThIMU, U OH He-
3aMeTHO NPOKpPAJICA BO JBOP, I'Je yKACHO HAITyrajl Ko-
poBy. Konumiioch TeM, 94TO MeaBEXKOHOK IMOUMAJI ITbIT-




JéHka u 3agasmi ero. Ilogusncs mensrit 6yHT. OcobeHHO
HerogoBajla Kyxapka, xkajeBmias meliiéaka. Ona Ha-
KUHYJIAach HA Ky4depa, U Jejio 4yTh He IOILIO JI0 JPaKH.

Ha ciemyromiyio HOYb, BO m30exkaHWe HeaopasyMe-
HUM, 0€CIOKOMHBIN I'OCTh ObLT 3aIlepT B 4yJlaH, I'e HU-
yero He ObLTO, KpoMe JIaps ¢ MyKou. KakoBo ke ObLIO
HerojiloBaHWe KyXxapKH, KoTja Ha clleIylIlee yTpo oHa
Hallla MeJBeXXOHKa B Jiape: OH OTBOPHWI TAXEIYIO
KPBIMIKY U CIIaJl CAMbIM MUPHBIM 00pa30M IIPAMO B My-
ke. OropuéHHas KyxapKa Jaxe paciulakajach W crajia
TpeboBaTh pacuéTa.

— 2KuThbs HET OT MOTaHOT0 3BEPsI, — OOBSICHSJIA OHA. —
Temepb K KOpOBe TOMOWTH HEIH3s, IBIIUIAT HAIO0 3allH-
paTh... MyKy Opocuts... Her, nmoxxamyiiTe, 6apruH, pacuér.

x X X

IIpusnaThca ckazaTh, 1 OUYEHb pacKawmBajics, UTO
B3sJI MEJIBEKOHKA, U O4YeHb OBbLI paj, Korjga HaIllécs
3HAKOMBIN, KOTOPBIN €ro B3sJI.

— Ilomuny#iTe, KakKOM MHJIBIH 3Beph! — BOCXHITIAJICS

on. — Jletu OymyT papmpl. JJI1 HEX — 3TO HACTOSIIUH
npa3auuk. IIpaBo, Kakoi MHJIBIH.
— Jla, MHJIBIH... — CcOTJIAIIAJICS f.

Mpz1 Bce B3IOXHYJIH CBOOOIHO, KOTTIa HaKOHeIT u3ba-
BWJIACh OT 9TOr0 MHJIOTO 3Beps U KOTja Bechb AOM IIpH-
IIEJI B IIPEKHUN TOPAIOK.
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Ho nmame cuyacTtbe mpogoizKajgoch HEAOJITO, IIOTOMY
4TO MOM 3HAKOMBIM BO3BPATHJI MeABEXKOHKAa Ha Jpy-
rofi ke meHb. MuIblil 3Beph HAKYpPOJECHJ HA HOBOM
MecTe emé 60JIbllle, YeM y MeHs. 3abpajicd B SKHIIAXK,
3aJI0OKEHHBIH MOJIOJIOH JIONMIAAbI0, 3apbkluaji. Jlomanm,
KOHEYHO, OpocHjiach CTPeMIJIaB H cjioMalia SKHIIaX.
Ms1r mompo6GoBajii BEPHYTh MeABeXOHKA Ha IIepBOe
MeCTO, OTKyda ero MpuHEC MOU Ky4dep, HO TaM OTKasa-
JINCh IIPUHATH €ro HAa0Tpe3s.

— Yro ke MBI OyHeM ¢ HUM JeaTh? — B3MOJIHIC I,
obparnaschk K Kydepy. — §l roToB gazke 3amIaTUTh, TOJIb-
KO ObI n30aBUTHCH.

Ha mame cuacthe, HaIENCcsd KaKOU-TO OXOTHHUK, KO-
TOPBIA B3SJI €0 C YIOBOJIBCTBUEM...




[IPUEMDBIIII

OXJINBBIN JIeTHUH OeHb. fI 1100110 B TaKylo II0-
rogy O6poguTh IO Jiecy, 0COOEHHO KOorga BIepeau €CTh
TEIJIBIM YTOJIOK, I'Jle MOXKHO OOCYyIIUThCS U 000TrpeTh-
csa. Jla K ToMy Xe JeTHHUH T0XKAbL — TEIUIEIH. B ropoge
B TAKyI0 IOTOY — I'PsA3b, a4 B Jecy 3eMJIs XKaaHO BIIHU-
ThIBaeT BJIary, ¥ Bbl HJIETE 110 YyTh OTCHIPEBIIIEMY KO-
BPY U3 NPOILJIOTOJHETO MAJIOT0 JINCTA U OCHIMABIINUXCSA
WUTJI COCHBI U elTH. JlepeBbs MOKPBITHI TOKIEBBIMA Kall-
JISMU, KOTOPbhIE CHIIIIOTCSA HA Bac IPH KaXa0M JBHXKE-
HUH. A KOT/ia BBITVISHET COJIHIIE ITOCJIe TaKOTO TOXK/A,
jlec TaK SPKO 3ejIeHeeT U Bech I'OPHUT aJIMa3HBIMH HC-
KpaMu. YTo-TOo IpasgHUYHOE U PajoCcTHOE KPYyIroMm
BacC, U Bbl 4YyBCTBYyeTe cebd Ha 3TOM MIpa3gHUKE XKe-
JIAaHHBIM, JTOPOTHUM T'OCTEM.

HNMenHO B TakKOW JOXOJIUBBIA JEHBb I ITOIXOINII
K CBeTiioMy 03epy, K 3HAKOMOMY CTOPOXKY Ha PhIOadYber
carme™ Tapacy. Hoxnb yxke pemen. Ha omHo# cTopone
Heba IMOKAa3aJIuCh ITPOCBETHI, eIllé HEMHOXKKO — U ITOKa-

* Cartmol Ha Y pajie Ha3bIBAIOT PhIOAIKHE CTOSTHKH.
(Ilpumeuanme aBTOpA.)
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JKeTcs ropsdee JIeTHee COoJIHIe. JIlecHas TponuHKa cjesia-
Jia KPyTOM IOBOPOT, U {1 BBIIIEJ HA OTJIOTUN MBbIC, BIlaBaB-
IIHHCA IMTHPOKHM S3BIKOM B 03epo. CoOCTBEHHO, 31€ech
ObLIIO HEe caMO 03€po, a IMUPOKUH MPOTOK MEXIY ABYMs
03€épaMu, U cariMa IIPUTKHYJIACh B U3JIy9IWHE HA HU3KOM
Oepery, rie B 3ajIMBYHKE KOTWINCHh PbIOAYBH JIOOKH.
IIpoTrok mexnmy o3épamu obpazoBaics biaromaps 60JIb-
IIIOMY JIECUCTOMY OCTPOBY, PA3JIETIIEMYCS 3€JIEHOH Iall-
KOW HAIIPOTUB CAUMBI.

Moé nmosBiIeHHe Ha MBICY BBI3BAJIO CTOPOKEBOM OK-
nmuk cobaku Tapaca, — Ha He3HAKOMBIX JIOJAeH OHa
Bcerjga Jjiasgjia oco0eHHbIM 00pa3oM, OTPLIBUCTO U pPe3-




KO, TOYHO cepauTo cupamuBaia: «Kro umér?» f 1106-
JII0 TAKUX IIPOCTBIX COOAYOHOK 3a WX HEOOBIKHOBEH-
HBbIA YM B BEPHYIO CIIyKO0Yy...

Pribauba m30ymka m3majid Kasajgach IMOBEPHYTOH
BBEPX AHOM OOJIBIIIOMN JJOJKOM, — 9TO Topbuiiachk crapas
IepeBAHHAdA KpbIllIa, IIpopocHIiasd BeCEJION 3eJIEHOM
TpaBoii. Kpyrom us0ymkKwm mogHHMAaJiach rycTas IIo-
pociib U3 HWBaH-4dasa, majdesd U «MeaBeXbUX TYT0K»,
TaK 4TO Yy IMOAXOOHUBIIEro K M30yIIKe dejoBeKa BHUIHE-
JIach OjfHA rojioBa. Takas rycras TpaBa pocjia TOJILKO 110
Oeperam o3epa, IMOTOMY YTO 3JIeCh OCTATOYHO OBLIO
BJIard M IIo4YBa ObLIa XKAPHAI.

Korma s mogxomui yke coBceM K H30yIIKe, U3 TPABbI
Ky0apeM BbLIETeIa HA MeHd MécTpad co0ayoHKa U 3a-
JIWJIach OTYaASTHHBIM JIaeM.

— CobosbKo, iepectanb... He y3mamn?

Co60IbKO OCTAHOBHJICS B Pa3gyMbe, HO, BUIHUMO, eIé
He BEPHWI B cTapoe 3HaKOMCTBO. OH OCTOPOKHO MOIOIIIET,
00HIOXaJI MOM OXOTHHYBLH CAIIOTH U TOJILKO II0CJIe TOH Ie-
PEMOHHUH BHHOBATO 3aBUWJISII XBOCTOM. JleckaTh, BHHOBAT,
omuobcs, — a BCE-TaKM s JOJIKEH cTepeub U30YIIKY.

HN36ymka okazanach mmycton. Xo3siuHa He ObLIO, TO
eCThb OH, BEPOSTHO, OTHIPAaBMWJICSI HA 03€p0 OCMaTPUBATH
KaKyi0-HHOYObh PHIOOTIOBHYIO CHACTh. Kpyrom m30yIIKu
BCE TOBOPHWJIO O IIPUCYTCTBHU XKHUBOTO UejioBeKa: cj1abo
KYPHUBIIUNUCSA ONOHEK, OXallKa TOJIBKO UTO HapyOJeHHBIX
IPOB, CYIIUBIIAACSI HA KOJIbIX CETh, TOIIOP, BOTKHYTHIH
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B 00pyboK mepeBa. B mpHOTBOPEHHYIO ABEPL CAMMEI
BHUIHEJIOCh BCE XO03IHMCTBO Tapaca: pyXbé Ha CTeHe,
HECKOJIbKO TOPIIIKOB HA ITpHUIleYKe, CYHIYYOK MO JIaB-
KOH, pa3Bemannbie cHacTu. M30ymka ObL1a JOBOJLHO
MIPOCTOPHAs, IOTOMY YTO 3UMOM BO BpeMs PbIOHOTIO JIO-
Ba B HeM IoMelajiach Iiejias apTeilb pabouux. JleTom
crapuk Xwi oguH. HecmMoTpss HM Ha Kakymo MIOroay, OH
KasKIbIN IeHb KapKo HATAILUIMBAJI PYCCKYIO IIeYb U CIIajl
Ha MOJIATAX. JTa JII000Bh K TEILUTY O00bACHSJIACH IIOYTEH-
HBIM Bo3pacToM Tapaca: eMy GbLIO OKOJIO IEBIHOCTA JIET.
s roBopio «0K0I0», MOTOMY UTO caMm Tapac 3a0bL1, KOrga
oH poamics. «Emeé mo dppaHmysar», Kak 00BICHSITI OH, TO
ecThb /10 HamecTBUs dpaniry3oB B Poccuio B 1812 romy.
CHIB HAMOKIIIYIO KYPTKY H Pa3BeCHB OXOTHHYBH JI0-
CIIEXH II0 CTeHKE, I IPHUHSJICA Pa3BOOATEL OrOHbL. Co60JIb-

68



KO BepTeJics OKOJIO MEHS, MIPEeIYyBCTBYS KaKy-HUOYIb
MoXKUBY. Beceso pasropesica OroHék, IIyCTUB KBEPXY
CHUHIOI0 CTPYHKY abiMa. Jloxap yxKe mpomén. [1o Heby
HECJINCh pa30pBaHHbIe 00JIaKa, POHASA pefKhe Kalllu.
Koe-rge cunenu mpocBeThI He0a. A TOTOM MOKAa3aJI0Ch H
COJIHIIE, TOpSAYEee UIOJIbCKOE COJIHILE, IIOJ JIydaMu KOTO-
poro MoKpas TpaBa TOYHO 3aJbIMHiIach. Boga B o3epe
CTOsLJIa THXO-THUX0, KaK 3TO ObIBAeT TOJBKO ITOCJIE JOXK-
nsa. Ilaxigo cBexked TpaBom, IajipeeM, CMOJIHCTBHIM
apoMaToM HeJaJIeKO CTOSIBIIEro cocHaka. Boobine xo-
pOII0, KaK TOJIBKO MOXKeT OBITH XOPOIIIO B Ta-
KOM TJTyXOM JiecHOM yrojike. Hampaso, rae
KOHYAJIC MPOTOK, cuHesnaa riaab CBer-
JIOTO 03epa, a 3a 3ybuyaTom KauMou







MMOTHUMAJINCL Tophl. UygHbil yrojiok! M Hemapom cra-
peii Tapac mpoXwuil 37ech IeIbIX COPOK JerT. I'me-au-
Oyab B TOpojie OH He ITPOXKHI Obl M IIOJIOBHUHBI, IOTOMY
YTO B IrOpojie He KYHIHIIhL HU 3a KaKHe JeHbI'H TaKOro
YHCTOTO BO3JyXa, a IJIABHOE — DTOr0 CHOKOMCTBHS, KO-
TOPOe OXBATBLIBAJIO 3Hech. Xopolno Ha camnme!.. Beceso
TOPUT SAPKHH OTOHEK; HAUYHMHAET NPHUIIEKATh ropsdee
COJIHIIE, TJIa3aM OOJILHO CMOTPETH HA CBEPKAIOIIYIO TaIb
JYyaHOTro o3epa. Tak cumen ObI 37ech U, KaXeTcs, He pac-
cTajics ObI ¢ YyIHBIM JIECHBIM IIPHBOJILEM. MBICIBL O TO-
poae MeJIbKaeT B rojioBe, KaK TYPHOH COH.

B oxmpanmm crapuka S ODPUKpPEnWS HA IHHHOH
Majike MeJIHbIN IOXOOHBIM YaWHHUK C BOOOU M ITOBECHJI




i T ero Hayg orHéMm. Boma yxke mHaummana
P KHIIeTh, & CTApUKA BCé He OBLIO.
W — Kyma 6561 emy merbesa? — pas-
- mymbIBai g Beayx. — CHacTH ocMaT-
PHBAIOT YTPOM, a TE€HepPhb IOJIIEHb...
MoxeT OBITH, IOEXaJl IIOCMOTPETD,
He JIOBUT JIU KTO pbIOy 0Oe3 crpoca...
Cob60JIbKO, KyHa JeBaJICsd TBOH XO3IHH?
YMuas cobaka TOJILKO BHWIIA IIY-
IITACTBIM XBOCTOM, OOJIM3bIBAJIach U He-
TepHeInBo B3BU3THBaJIA. 110 HapyXHO-
ctu Co00JIbKO IIPHHALIEKA K THILY
TaK HA3bhIBAEMBIX «ITPOMBICJIOBBIX» CO-
6ak. HebGombmioro pocra, ¢ ocTpoi
MOPIOM, CTOSYNUMH YIIIaMH B 3aTHY-
THIM BBEPX XBOCTOM, OH, IIOKATYH,
HAIlOMHHAJI OOBIKHOBEHHYIO IBOP-
HATY, C TOW PaA3HUIIEU, YTO JBOPHSI-
ra He Hanwia ObI B jiecy OeJIKu, He Cy-




MeJia Obl «00JIasiTh» TITyXaps, BbICJIEAUTh OJIEHS, — OTHUM
CIIOBOM, HACTOSIIas ITPOMBICIIOBAsA cobaKa, JIydlIui apyT
yesoBeka. HyxkHo BumeTh TakKyio co0aKy UMEHHO B JIeCy,
4TOOBI B TIOJITHOM MEPE OIeHUTDb BCe €€ TOCTOMHCTRA.

Korma »sToT «rydmu# Apyr deloBeKa» PagOCTHO
B3BU3THYJI, S MOHSJ, YTO OH 3aBUjiel xo3sauHa. [leicTBu-
TeJIbHO, B IPOTOKE YEPHOU TOYKOM I10KA3aJIaCh PhI0adbs
JIoOgKa, orubaBIas ocTpoB. JTo u 6bL1 Tapac... OH mwibLI,
CTOA Ha HOTaX, W JIOBKO paboTajl OMHUM BECJIOM — HACTO-
d1Iye pbI0aKy BCe TaK IJIaBAIT HA CBOUX JIOAKAX-OHOIe-
peBKax, Ha3bIBaeMbIX He 6€3 OCHOBAHUA «IyIIeryOKaMu».
Korga on mopgmibul Oiuxke, s 3aMeTWI, K YIUBJIEHUIO,
IUILIBIIIETO TiepeN JIOIMKOH Jiebend.

— Cryma# momo#, I'yjisikal — BopUYas CTapuK, IMOTO-
HSS KpacwuBO INILIBINYI0 mruily. — Cryma#, crymam...
Bot g Tebe nam — ymieiBaTh 60r 3HaeT Kyga... Ctynaw
TOMOM, TyJIdKa!

Jlebeqb KpacuBo IOAILIBLI K canMe, BBIIIE]T Ha Oe-
per, BCTPSAXHYJICA U, TAXKEJIO IepeBaJinBasCh HA CBOUX
KPUBBIX YEPHBIX HOT'aX, HAITPABWJICA K U30yIIIKe.

Crapuk Tapac 6bLI BBICOKOTO POCTa, C OKJIATHCTOM
ceqoi 60POION U CTPOTUMHU OOJIBIITUMHU CEPBIMHU TJIa3aMHU.
Oxn Bcé neto xoguiI 60cod u 6e3 NUIANLI. 3aMedaTelbHO,
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4TO Y Hero Bce 3yObl ObLIN 11eJIbI ¥ BOJIOCHI HA T'OJIOBE CO-
XpaHWJINCh. 3aropejoe IHPOKoe JHUIO ObLIO H360pOK-
IeHO TUTyOOKHMHU MOpITHHaAMU. B Xapkoe BpeMs OH XO-
IWJI B OHOM pybaxe U3 KPECThIHCKOT0 CHHETO XOJICTA.

— 3npascrByi, Tapac!

— 3npaBcTByH, 6apuH!

— Otkyna 60or HecéT?

— A Bot 3a IIpuémsbimem 1miaBai, 3a j1ebenem... Beé
TYT BEPTEJICSA, B MPOTOKe, a IMMOTOM BAPYTr U ITPOMA...
Hy, s cetiuac 3a aum. Briexan B 03epo — HeT; 110 3aBO-
IsIM IPOILIBLI — HET; 4 OH 34 OCTPOBOM ILIaBaer.

— OTkyga gocTaji-To ero, jiebens?

— A Bor nmocnain, ga!.. Tyt oxoTHHKH B3 rocnop Haes3-
XaJii; HY, jJebensa c¢ JieOETyIIKON U NPUCTPEITAIN, a BOT
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3TOT ocTasicsA. 3a0MJICs B KaMBIIIH U CHIUT. J [eTaTh-TO He
YMEET, BOT U CIIPATAJICS, peOsabuM aeiaoM. 1, KoHEedHO,
CTaBWJI CETH MOJjIe KaMbIIlleH, Hy, H ITouMaJ ero. IIpoma-
OET OOWH-TO, AcTpeba 3aeddaT, IIOTOMY KaK CMBICIY B €M
emré Hacrosero Het. Cuportoi octasca. Bot s ero mpuBés
u gepxy. 1 oH Toxe mIpuBLIK... Tereps BOT CKOPO MeCSI]
OymeT, Kak KUBEM BMecTe. ¥ TPOM Ha 3ape MOTHHUMETCH,
IIOIIaBaeT B IIPOTOKE, IOKOPMHUTCS, IIOTOM M JIOMOM. 3Ha-
eT, Korjma S BCTalo, W XKIET, YTOObI IIOKOPMIJIH. ¥ MHAS
NITUIA, OJJTHUM CJIOBOM, U CBOU MOPSANOK 3HAET.

Crapuk roBopuj HeOOBLIKHOBEHHO JIIOOOBHO, KaK O
OJIM3KOM dejioBeKe. Jlebegp MPUKOBLUISAII K CAMOH H3-
OyIlIKe U, O4eBUIHO, BHIZKHIAJI KAKON-HUOYAb MOIaYKH.




— Yiaetur oH y TebsI, JeayIKa... — 3aMeTHJI .

— Bauem emy seteTh? M 3mech X0poIIo: ChIT, KPYyTroM
BOJIA...

— A 3umoun?

— IlepesumyeT BMecTe co mHOM B u30ymke. Mecra
xBaTuT, a Ham ¢ CobombkoM Becejier. Kak-To ogumH
OXOTHUK 3a0pEJI KO MHE Ha canuMy, YBUIAJI JieOed U Io-
BOPHUT BOT TaK XKe: «YJIETHT, €KeJIH KPLUIbSI He IIoJape-
XKelllb». A Kak ke MOoXHO yBeuuTh boxbio ntuiy? Ilycts
XKHUBET, Kak el oT ['ocmoga ykazano... HeroBeKy yKasa-
HO OHO, a IITHIle — apyroe... He Bo3bMy s B TOJIK, 3a-
yeM rocmnopa Jjebenei 3actpenmwin. Beaps u ecTh He cTa-
HYT, a TakK, JIJIg 030PCTBA...

Jlebeasr TOYHO IIOHMMAJI CJIOBA CTapHKa B IMOCMATPH-
BaJI HA HEro CBOUMH YMHBLIMH TJIa3aMH.

— A xak oH ¢ Co601pKOM? — CIIPOCHIT 1.

— CuepBa-To 60sjicsI, a IIOTOM IIPHUBLIK. Temepsh Jie-
O6enn-To B gpyrou pa3 y CobosibKa M KyCOK OTHHMAeT.
IIéc 3aBopuuT HA HeETO, a jiebenb ero — KpbuioM. CMer-
HO Ha HHUX CO CTOPOHBLI CMOTPETh. A TO I'yJIATH BMECTe OT-
IIpaBaTcd: Jiebeas 1mo Boge, a Cobonbko — 110 6epery. IIpo-
OoBaJI IIEC ILUIaBaTh 3a HUM, HY, Ja PEMECIIO-TO HE TO: 9YyTh
He TTOTOHYM. A Kak jebenb yIuibIBET, CoO0ILKO HIMET €ro.
Csamer Ha OepexKy H BoeT... JleckaTh, CKy4HO MHeE, IICY,
6e3 Tebs1, MPyT cepaelrHbii. TaK BOT U JKUBEM BTPOEM.

5 ouens m06mIT crapuka. Paccka3bpIiBas yK OH O4eHb
XOPOIIIO ¥ 3HAJI MHOTO. BrIBalOT TaKHe XOpOoIlne, yMHbBIE
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crapuku. MHOTO JIETHUX HOUYEH ITPUXOIUIOCH KOPOTATh
Ha canMe, U KaXAbIM pa3 y3HAENb YTO-HUOYIb HOBOE.
IIpexme Tapac 6B OXOTHHKOM H 3HAJ MecTa KPyroM
BEPCT HA IATHAECAT, 3HAJI BCAKNN 00bIYaM JIECHOU IITH-
IIbI U JIECHOTO 3BEPS; a TeIephb He MOT YXOAHUTH JaJIeKO
¥ 3HAJ oaHYy cBolo priby. Ha sromke ruiaBaTh jierde, uem
XOJIUTh C PYKbEM IIO Jiecy, a ocOOeHHO mo ropam. Te-
1meph PyKbe ocTtaBajioch y Tapaca TOJIBKO II0 CTapoH
MaMATH Ja Ha BCAKHH ciiydau, eciau ObI 3abexkajl BOJIK.
ITo 3uMam BOJIKH 3aIyISAbIBAIN HA cAUMy U JaBHO yXKe
Touman 3yonsl Ha Cobonbka. Tomsko Co60IbKO OBLT XH-
TEP U HE TaBaJICAd BOJIKAM.

S ocrasnca Ha caiiMe Ha MeNnbIk AeHb. Beuepom e3nu-
JIX YIUTh PLIOY M CTABWIH CETH HA HOYL. Xopoiro Ceer-







JIoe 03epo, U HemapoM oHO Ha3zBaHo CBeTibIM, — BOdAa
B HEM COBEPIIEHHO IIpO3pavHasi, TaK YTO ILILIBEIIH
HAa JIOJKE U BHIMIIIL BCE THO HA ITyOMHE HECKOJILKO CaKeH.
Bunmabl 1 mécTphble KAMEIIKH, U KEITHIH PEYHOH ITECOK,
W BOJOPOCIIH; BHAHO, KAaK MU phIbA XOOUT «PYHOM», TO
ecTh cTagoM. TaKuX TOPHBIX 03Ep Ha ¥ pajie COTHH, U BCe
OHH OTJIMYAIOTCS HEOOBLIKHOBEHHOM KpacoTom. OT gpyrux
CseTii0€ 03epo OTINYAIOCH TEM, UTO IIPHJIErajio K ropam
TOJILKO OJITHOM CTOPOHOH, a APYI'ON BBIXOIUJIIO «B CTEIIb»,
roe HaduHajiach OmarocioBeHHas Bamkupwsa. Kpyrom
CsetJioro o3epa pasierjuch caMble IIPUBOJIbHLIE MECTa,
a U3 Hero BhIXO[uia O0oMKas ropHas peka, pa3juBaBIlia-
sicsl TI0 CTeIH Ha IEeJIyI0 Thicady BEpcT. JImHOM 03epo
OBLIO OO0 ABAIATH BEPCT, 1a B IIUPHHY OKOJIO JEBSTH.
I'mybuna pocturajiia B HEKOTOPBLIX MecTax caxKeH IIAT-
HaanaTh... OcobeHHy0 KpacoTy IIpuaaBaia eMy rpymmna
JIECHCTHIX 0CTPOBOB. OOHH TaKOH OCTPOBOK OTIAIHIICS
Ha caMylo cepeiuHy o3epa u HasbIBajica losomaewm,
IIOTOMY YTO, IIOIIAaB HA HEro B AYPHYIO IIOromy, pbioa-
KU He pa3 TojJIogaJId 10 HEeCKOJIbKY JTHEH.

Tapac xw1 Ha CBeTiioM yKe copok JjieT. Korga-To y He-
ro ObLIN U CBOSI CEMbS, B JIOM, & TellePb OH KUJI O00bLIIEM.
IleTn mepemépiu, XKeHa TOXe yMmepiia, u Tapac 6e3BbI-
XOaHO ocTaBajicsi Ha CBETIIOM II0 IIeJIBIM T'OHaM.

— He ckyuHo Tebe, memymka? — CIOPOCHI s, KOTma
MBI BO3BPAIIAINCh C PhIOHOM JIOBJIH. — 2KYTKO OHHOKO-
MY-TO B JIECY...
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— Opaomy? Toxke u ckaxer 6apuH... I TyT KHI3L
KHsI3eM XHuBYy. Bcé y meHs ectb... M niTunia Besikasi, u
pbiba, u TpaBa. KoneuHno, ToBOpUTH OHU He YMEIOT, 1A
d-To mouuMaio Bcé. Cepalie pagyercs B IPYyrou pas IIo-
cMOTpeTh Ha Boxkbio TBaph... Y BCIKOW CBOU MOPSIOK H
cBoit ym. TwI gymaenib, 3ps ppiOKa IJIaBaeT B BOjie WIH
IITUIA 10 Jiecy jJeraet? Her, y HuX 3a60ThI HEe MEeHBIIIE
HAIIEero... JBOH, IIOTJISIH, JIe6eqb-TO JOXKHUIAETCI HaC
¢ Cob6oankoM. Ax, mpokypar!..

Crapuk yxxacHo ObLT JoBOJIeH cBoUM lIpuémbimem, u
BCe pas3roBOPhHI B KOHIIE KOHIIOB CBOJIWJINCH HA HETO.

— I'opnas, HacTosIasa mapckas nNTumna, — o0bICHUI
ou. — Ilomanu ero KopMmowm, ga He jaM, B APyrou pas u
me rougéT. CBoM KapaxTep TOXKe HMEET, TapOM YTO MTH-
ma... C CoborbkoM TOXe cebs1 Oo4eHb TOPHO IePKHT.
YUyThb 4TO, cefiuac KpPbLIOM, a TO B HOCOM Ho10aHéT. M3-
BECTHO, IIEC B IPYTOH pas3 CO30pPHUYATDH 3aX0UeT, 3y0aMu
HOPOBHUT 3a XBOCT IIOMMAaTh, a Jiebeab ero 1o MOpJE...
OTo ToXKe He UTPYIIKA, YTOOBI 32 XBOCT XBATATh.

I mepeHodeBas U yTpoM Ha APYyrod AeHbL cobpasics
VXOOHUTD.

— Y3K0 II0 OCeHH MPHUXOHU, — TOBOPHJI CTAPHK HA
mpoinanue. — Torga peIOy Jy4uTh OyIeM ¢ OCTPOTOH...
Hy, u pabunkoB moctpesnsiem. OceHHUH PAOYHK KHP-
HBIH.

— Xopolilo, JeAylIka, Ipueay Kak-HuOyb.

Korna s oTxogni, crapuk MeHs BEpPHYJI:
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— IlocmoTpu-Ka, 6apuH, Kak jJebeab-TO pas3bIrpaics
¢ Cob6OoJILKOM...

JleHCcTBUTEIBLHO, CTOHJIO II0JI060BATHLCSI OPHUIH-
HaJIbHOW KapTHHOU. JIebeanb cTOosI, pacKphIB KPhLIbI,
a Co60JIbKO ¢ BU3TOM M JIaeM Hallajall Ha Hero. Y MHasd
NTUIIA BBITATABaJIa 1€ W IIHIleJa Ha co0aKy, Kak
aTo menapT rycu. Crapeiii Tapac or gymu cmesics
HaJ] 9TOM CIIeHOH, KaK pPeOEHOK.

B caemyromuit pas g monan Ha CBeTiioe 03epo yxe
MMO3IHEH OCEeHbIO, KOTJIa ChINIAJI IIePBLIN cHeT. JIlec u Te-
rmepb 6611 xopom. Koe-rome Ha 6epésax emé ocraBajicd
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JKEJITBIN JIUCT. KM ¥ cOCHBI Ka3aIuch 3ejIeHee, YeM Jie-
ToMm. Cyxast OCEHHSIST TpaBa BBITIISIILIBAJIA U3-TI0]] CHera
XKénTou meéTkou. MépTBas THIIMHA IIapujia KPYIoM,
TOYHO IIPUPOJa, YTOMJIEHHAA JIETHEN KuIlydern paboTou,
Tenepb oTabixajia. CBeTiioe 03epo Kaszaioch OO0JIbIIE,
II0OTOMY UTO He cTajio mpubpexHoi 3eaeHu. [Ipo3pauynas
BOJla IIOTEMHeJIa, U B Oeper ¢ mymMoM Owiia TaXKEjas
OCEHHSISI BOJTHA...

H36ymka Tapaca crosiiia Ha TOM Xe MecTe, HO Ka-
3ajiach BbINIEe, TIOTOMY YTO HE CTaJI0 OKPyXKaBIIen eé
BbICOKO¥ TpaBwl. HaBcTpeuy mHe BhIcKOUYHI TOT ke Co-
60sibk0. Temeph OH y3HAJI MEHS W JIACKOBO 3aBHJISLI
XBOCTOM eIné usmanau. Tapac 6su1 moma. OH YHHHAI He-
BOJI, JIJIsI 3UMHETO JIOBA.

— 3apaBcTBYyH, cTapuHal..

— 3npaBcTByH, 6apum!

— Hy, xak moxxuBaenib?

— Jla Huuero... Ilo oceHu-To, K IepBoMy CHery, IpHu-
xBOpHYJI MajiocTh. Horu Gomenn... K Hemoroge y MeHs
3aBcerjga Tak ObIBaer.

Crapuk meHCcTBUTEIILHO HMesl YTOMIEHHBIH Bua. OH
KaszaJics Teleph TAKUM APSIXJIBIM U XaJlKuM. Bopouewm,
9TO IIPOUCXOINIO, KAK 0Ka3ajioch, COBCEM He OT 6o1es-
HH. 3a 9aeM MbI Pa3rOBOPHWIINCH, U CTAPUK paccKas3a
CBOE Trope.

— Ilomuwnme, 6apuH, 1e6eag-T0?

— Ilpmémprma?
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— OH cawmpbiii... Ax, xopoma
onuIa nTunal.. A BOT MBI OISITH
¢ Co60JIbKOM OCTAJIHCH OHH...
- a, "e crano IIpuémsima.

s — Y0unu oXOTHUKH?
Her, cam ymén... Bot

KakK MHe OoOHmgHO 3To, OapwuH!..
YK g JTh, KaXeTcs, He yXaxXuBaJl
3a HHUM, g Ju He Bogmica!.. 3 pyk
KopMuiI... OH KO MHe M Ha TOJIOC
mén. IlmaBaer om mo ozepy, — 4
ero KJIHKHY, OH U MONILUIbIBAET.
Yuénasa ntuna. M Beas coBceM Ipu-

BBIKJIA... Ja! YK B 3aMOpPO3KH
b €= rpex primen. Ha nepeséte cra-
< o Jiebemei cmycTtwiock Ha CBert-
smoe ozepo. Hy, ormeixaror, Kop-

MATCA, ILIABaIOT, a S JIIOOYIOChH.
IIycte Boxbs mTuiia ¢ cusiou cobe-
péTcs: He OJIM3KOe MECTO JIETETh...
Hy a Tyt m Bbmmen rpex. Mo#-To
[IpuémbIm cHavyaia CTOPOHHIICS
OT JAPYyTHUX Jiebeqen: MOAMIBIBET
K HHM, H Hasajg. Te rorouyr IIo-
CBOEMY, 30BYT €ro, a oH gomMoi... Ilec-
KaTh, Y MEHs CBOH JIOM ecTb. Tak mus
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rOBapUBAMTCI TI0-CBOEMY,
nmo-ntuubemy. Hy a mo-
TOM, BHUXKY, Mmou Ilpmu-
€MBIIII 3aTOCKOBAJI...
Bot BCé paBHO Kak de- ,
JIOBEK TOCKyeT. Briiizer ——
5TO0 Ha Oeper, BCTaHET

Ha OJHY HOT'Y U HAUYHET
KpuuaTh. Jla Beap Kak xkajiobuo Kpuuur... Ha mens to-
cKy Haronut, a Co60IbKo, MypakK, BOJIKOM BoeT. 13BecTHO,
BOJIbHAS IITHIIA, KPOBb-TO CKA3aJ1acCh...

Crapuk 3aMoT9ajI U TSIXKEI0 B3IOXHYIL.

— Hy, u uto Xxe, geaymka?

— AX, m He cupammuBai... 3amnep g ero B U30yIIKY
Ha TeJIbIH JIEHDb, TaK OH U TYT HoHsuI. CTaHeT HA OHY HO-
'y Y CaMOM IBEPHU U CTOUT, II0KA He CTOHUIIIb ero ¢ MecTa.
TosmbKO BOT He cKaxkeT dyenoBeubuM A3bIKoM: «IIycTh, me-
aymika, K TopapumiaM. OHH-TO B TEILTYIO CTOPOHY ITOJI€e-
TST, & YTO S C BAMH TYT Oyy 3UMOH aeJiaTh?» AX, ThI, Ty-
Maro, 3amadal IIyctuts — yimeTuT 3a cTagoM U IIPoHageT. ..

— Ilouemy mpommagér?

— A kak xe?.. Te-To Ha BoIbHOM BoJie BbIpocan. Ux,
MOJIOAbIE KOTOPbhIE, OTEIl C MaTephio JIeTAaTh BBIYYHIH.
Bens Te1 gymaems, kak y aux? IlogpactyT nebemsara, —
OTell ¢ MAaTEPBLI0 BLIBEAYT HX CIepBa Ha BOAY, a IIOTOM
HAYHYT YYHATH JieTaThb. McmomBomb yuaT: Bcé gajbliie ia
naiwiiie. CBOUMH TyIa3aMu S BHAEN, KAK MOJOABIX 00Yy-
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yaT K nepenéry. CHavajga ocOOHSIKOM ydaT, IIOTOM He-
OOJIBIITUMH CTAsIMH, a TIOTOM YK€ CTPYHAATCSI B OTHO 0OJTh-
moe crago. Iloxoxke HaA TO, Kak coimmar mymTpyior... Hy a
Mo#-TO [ Ipuémblit oguH BRIPOC U, MOYUTAM, HUKY/IA HE Jie-
tas1. [TomiaBaer 110 03epy — TOJILKO U BCero pemecia. I'oe
XKe eMy nepeneteTh?! BeiObeTcst U3 cuil, OTCTaHeT OT cTaga
1 mponaaér... HenmpuBeIueH K majabHEMY JIETY.

Crapuk onaTh 3aMOJTIAIT.

— A IIpPHIILIOCH BHIIYCTHTH, — C TPYCTHI0 3aTOBOPHII
oH. — Bcé paBHO, mymaro, exxejid yaepKy ero Ha 3uMy,
3aTOCKYET U CXHpeeT. YK NTulla Takas ocobennas. Hy
u BeiTycTwi. Ilpucran moi Ilpuémpim K cramy, moruia-
BaJl C HUM JIeHb, a K Bedepy onAaTh moMol. Tak aBa mHs
IIPHUILILIBAJI. ToXe, XOTh M IITHUIA, a TAXKEJIO ¢ CBOUM JI0-
MOM paccTaBaThCid. JTO OH MpomaThcsa IUIaBaj, Oa-
puH... B mociemHu#i-TO pas3 oTIJILLI OT Oepera a3Tak ca-
KeH Ha JIBajlaTh, OCTAHOBHJICA H KakK, OpaTell TbI
MO#, KpHKHET I10-cBoeMy. JleckaTth: «Cmacubo 3a xieb,
3a coib!..» Toabko a1 ero u Bumes. OcTajnuch MBI OIATH
¢ Cobombkom omuu. IlepBoe-To BpeMms cuiibHO MBI 00a
tockoBajin. Crpomy ero: «Cobonanko, a roe Ham Ilpn-
émpIr?» A Cob60JILKO celyac BBITh... SHAYUT, XKajeerT.
H certuac Ha Geper, u ceryac HCKATh APyra MHJIOTO...
Mue 1o HOYaM BCE I'pe3myioch, 4YTO IIpHEMBINI-TO TYT
BOT moJIoleTca y Oepera W KPBLUILIIIKAMH XJIOIMAET.
Britiny — HUKOTO HET...

Bot kakoe meno BeINLIO, OapHH.
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3ENEHASI BOVMHA

/

paTIibl, BOT 51! — Becesao KpuKHYJI Peneit, BBITIIA-

ObIBass U3 3€MJIM 3€JIEHOM ITOYKOH. — ¥ X, KaK HOJIT0 o
cran!.. 3gpaBcTByHTE, 6paTIHI!

Korma on mocmorpen Kpyrom, To IOHSJI, TOYEMY HH-

KTO He OTKJIMKHYJICS: OH BBITJISHYJI U3 3€MJIH IOYTH I1ep-




BEIH. TOIBKO KOe-Tyie ellé HAaUnHAIH ITOKA3bIBAThCS 3€-
JIEHEHbKHE YCUKHU Oe3bIMAHHOM TpaBKu. BopouewMm, y ca-
Moro 3abopa yxe pocjia ocTpas KpaluBa, — 3Ta XKryJas
mama sSBJIJIach Bcerjga paHblle Bcex. Pemen maxke pac-
cepauiics HEMHOTO, YTO OH OMIO3[IaJl.

— Bp1 uTo ke mommunTe? — obpatmica oH K Kpanu-
Be. — Kaxercs, 1 OLLI BEXKJIUB...

— A 4910 Xe MHe roBOpHUTh?! — 3aBopuajia KpammuBa:
OHAa BeYHO ObLIa 4eM-HUOYIbh HeTOBOIbHA. — TOJIBKO BBI-
CKOYWJI U3 3eMJIH, U laBau opaTh... BOT mocMoTpuTe, Kak
cebst yMHO BeféT UepTorosiox: pacTéT cebe MOTUXOHBKY.

— Ax, He roBopute Mue 11po Yepromoiox... OH MoJI-
YuT, ToTOMYy uTO Tuym. Jla, odeHb roym, GegHSKKA...
Bopouewm, s 310 TakK, K ciioBy. f 3Hai0, KpanuBa, 4To BBI
TaBHO HEPABHOMYIITHBI K 3TOMY KOJIIOUEMY TOCHOIUHY...

— Kazxercst, 9T0 He Bale iej0, YMHBIH O60JITyH! —
OTO3BAJICS BLIBEIEHHBIN U3 TEPIIEHUS UepTOomoIoX.

— BunoBar, g K ciioBy... JleficTBUTEIbHO, MEHSI 3TO
HHCKOJIBKO He Kacaetcd. Jla... A Bcé-Taku s paj BCTpe-
THUTH CTAPbIX 3HAKOMBIX. [loMmIyHiTEe, CKOITBKO JIET BMe-
cTe pacTém y omHOro 3abopa... OmMHUM CIIOBOM, COCEIH.
Her, g He cepxych Ha Bac, HepToIro10xX, XOTSA BEI X MOT-
Jii ObI OBITH TIOBEXKJINBee. BrrpoueM, BCE 3aBHUCHUT OT BOC-
IINTAHHUS, © Bbl He BHHOBATHLI, YTO HEe 3HAETE NEPBBIX
IIPABWI IIPHTHYHUL. ..

— Hy, momén momots!.. — Bopuan Uepromoimox. —
Js 9ero ToabKO poaaTces Takue 60iTyHBI? Hampacuo
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3eMJII0 3aHHMAIOT U APYTHM Me-
IIAoT. ..

— 3HauuT, mo-BallemMy, 5 JIUIII-
HUN? — obepuyiscsa Pemein. —
A? JImmuaun? Xa-xa!.. Bor ato
HemypHO ckasano! 2Kenaj ObI g
3HATh, KTO yKpallaeT Bech Oro-
pon?.. Ia, a ykpamaio, rocrmoga!
BceM 31O M3BecTHO M, KaxeTcd,
He TpebyeT mokasarenbcTB. OmuH
POCT Yero CTOUT: a IIOTOM — KaKue
aucThd!.. JloikeH mpH3HATHLCSA, YTO
s TI0 OIITUOKe TI0T1aJI B Ballle 00IecT-
BO, TO €CTh Ha 3aaBopKH. Moé HacTo-
simee MecTo Tme-HuOyab B OpaHKe-
pee... CKaxure, moXajyHcra, 4eM
JIydllle Bce STH HajibMbl? JlanTe-Ka
MHE XOPOIIYK NIy, H0o0O0JIbIIe
cBeTa W TeIuia, TakK A Obl UX BCEX
3a mosic 3aTKHYJ. IIpocTo Ko MHe
OTHOCSITCSI HECIIPABEJIUBO, U 5 BhI-
HYyXKJEeH CKHTATLCA IIof, 3abopa- 4
Mmu... Jla, JIrogu HeclpaBeINuBbI &=
1 CAMH BHHOBATHLI, YTO HE MOTYT IIO-
HATb HACTOSAIIEN KPACOTHI...

— Jla... 0cO6eHHO — BalIuX I[Be-
ToB npekpacubix!.. Heuero ckasars,
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XOPOIITH 1BeThI... [IpocTo Kakme-TO MIUIIKH! — STOBHTO
zamermwiia Kpanusa. — Bot y UepTormonoxa Tak IIBETHI,
a TYT — KOJIIOYHe IIUIIKH.

KpammBa n Pemneit vacTeHbKO CCOPHUITUCH MEXKY CO-
601, CCOPUJINCH MPOCTO TaK, OT HeYero jaeilaTh. depTo-
110JI0X OOBIKHOBEHHO MOJITYAJI ¥ BCTYIAJICA TOJIIBKO TOT/IA,
korma Peme#t ouens y:K HaunHAJI XBacTaTh. Ilomoxum,
n KpanuBa 6bpl1a Xopolina, — Bcex ObI XKajinjia; HO 4TO
BbI IIOfeJiaeTe C XKEHIIWHOW, KOTJa OHa XKeJjlaeT cep-
IATHCA?

A Becua nuia 6wicTpbiMu maramMu. COJTHBIIIKO TaK U
IIPUTPEBAJIO OTTaABIIy0 3eMyrio. Oropom W 3agBOPKH,
3arIyliéHHbIe CYyXUM OYpPbsSIHOM M COPHOM TPaBOH, HAYHU-
HAJIM MMPUHUMATDL BECEJIBIN BUJl, TOUYHO NPUHAPSIKAIINACH
K KaKOMY-TO Mpa3gHuKy. Be3ge mokas3nwiBajach cBeTjIas
BECEHHsA 3€JIeHb, TOYHO Pa3BEPTHIBAJICA IOPOrou O6ap-
XaTHBIN KOBEp... [logHuMaJiack Moitoasi KpanuBa, 4ep-
TOIIOJIOX, periel, jjebena. Bce 3T copHbIe TpaBblI POCIH
¢ HeOOBIKHOBEHHOHU OBICTPOTOM, KaK OyaTO cTapasch Iie-
perHaTh ApPyT Apyra. CKOpo BBITVISHYJII XKEITHIM TJ1a3KOM
OnyBaHYHK M KPUKHYJI:

— 3apascTByiiTe, 6paTisl!..

OnyBaHYHK OBLI CJIABHBLIM MAJILIH, a ITIABHOE, HU C KEM
He ccopmiicsa. PacTér cebe u pagyercs. Ero Bce ai06uin,
a ocobeHHO cepebpucrasd JIlebema, Toxke ckpomHasa u Oe-
3o00mmHas TpaBka. OHM Tak W POCIH BMecTe, Kak 6part
C CEeCTpOMu.
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l — Ter MeHsa Jobums, Jlebema? —
A W ménoTtoM copamuBai OmyBaHYHK
' BeUepoM, CKJIQJbIBasd CBOM KEJITBHIU
IIBETOYEK.

— Ax, oueHb, oueHb JIIOOIO!.. —
IIpU3HABAJIACh TOXKe MEnoToM Jlebe-
IIa, OIIyCKasd CBOM 3€JIEHBIE JINCTOY-
KW, TOYHO IIOCHITIAHHBIE cepeOpAHOU
MyKoii. — BbI Tako# BexuBbIi, Ogy-
BaHUYHUK, He TO 4uTo Pemne#t miu Yepro-
rmojiox. A KpammuBel s 60f0ch, — OHA
Takasa 31ad. f crapaioch Bcerga OLITH
nogajibliie OT Heé...

— { Toxe... Henmpuaruasa mamal..
Eé maxe KopoBbI 60ATCA H JIIOIH TO-
ke. Tak ¥ BUenuTcd...
Ocrajnch He3apOCIIHMH TOJILKO
IPSAObI, TTe B3phITAasd 3eMJIs TaK He-
IIPUATHO YepHesia. A Kakas Tam Obuia
oruuHass mouBal.. CopHbIe TpaBbI
BCerga CMOTPeIH Ha Heé C 3aBHCTHIO.
Bot 651 rie oTiTHYHO OBLIO YCTPOUTHCS.
— {1 He moHHMMAalO0, IMOYEMY MbI
OOJIZKHBI 2KaTbcs ¥ 3a00poB, — BOP-
yan Pene#t. — Ha rpagax semus ta-
Kasg MATrKas, Kak IIyX, H IIOTOM TakK
MHOTI'O COJTHIIA...
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— A TBI TOIPO6GYH YCTPOUTHCS
Ha Tpsge, — EXHOHO COBeToBajia .
Kpamnwusa. .

— YcTpouThCcs He JIOJITO, a m & }fﬁ’
TOJILKO M3 3TOT0 HE BLIHOAET TOJI-
Ka... XJIOIIOT MHOTO.

— Tb1 GOHIBCA XO3AUKH?

— Yto Mue eé 6osaTwea? I HuKO-
ro He 6010Ch. A TOJILKO 3TO HecIpa-
BeJINBO, 9YTO HAC 3arHajiu K 3a00-
py. UeM MBI XyKe IpyTrux?

IIoka rpsagpl He OLLIM BCKO-
IIaHBI, B OTOPOJ 3aXOgWja pas-
Hasl CKOTHHA. Bipouem, Kopo-
Bbl HE TPOTAJIU COPHOU TPAaBHI,
a TOJIBKO TONIUIIBIBAJIN 3EJIEHYIO
TpaBKy. BoT pgpyroe mesio, Korja
3abpasica ogHaXKIbI K036n. OH mps-
MO IIoIIajI Ha Pemel u ¢chen y HETO
IeJIbIN JIUCT.

— Ax, kakom Haxan! — pyrajcs
Pemneii. — 910 HaKOHEI] HEBEXKITHEBO...
Iloromu, BOT s TeOsI OCEHBIO YKpAIILy
BCEMH CBOHMMH IIHIIKAMH... Bynenib
MEeHSI IIOMHHUTb, HETOTHAS TBapPh!

Ot kozy1a mocrajioch U 6egHOMY
OpnyBanuuky, u Jlebeme: oHH TOXKe
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HEIOCYUTAIHUCH 3eJIEHBIX JINCTheB. OH He TPOHYJII TOITBKO
Kpanussr u UepTormosoxa.

— BnaropomgHoe XXUBOTHOE KO3EJI!.. — eXUIHO yBeps-
jaa Bcex KpanuBa. — OH HEUKOTIA He 3aTomrdet... He To
YTO KOPOBA WJIH JIOMIA[Th.

Cxopo 3eMJjIsT coBCceM OTTasjia, © B OTOPOJl MPHIILIA
X035UKa. JTO ObLIa HU3EHbKas CTapyllka B TEMHOM
wiaTouke. Oropos Ay Heé COCTABJISII IIIAaBHYI CTATHIO




I0X0a: U caMa ChITa, Ja eIllé Ha PhIHOK CTOJILKO OBOIIY
pasHoro mpogact. IlocMoTpena, mocMoTpena crapyiika
KPYTroM U TOBOPHUT:

— Ilopa rpsaasl Konars...

A 1I0TOM eIIé ImocMOTpesia KPyroM, moKadaja IoJjo-
BOHU U T'OBOPHUT:

— OTKyzna ToiabpKo Oepéres aTa copHas TpaBa?.. M kor-
Ia yclejia BeIpacTH?.. Begbs HUKOMY OHa He HYyXKHA...

Pemnent obumencsa Ha cTapyIiKy 3a BceX TOBAPHINEH.

— BoT Toxe BhImyMalia: HUKOMY He HYXKHBI!.. JTO
MBI-TO He Hy>KHBI? BOT ThbI, cTapyIIOHKA, IeHACTBUTEIIb-
HO HHKOMY He HYKHa, — U JaBHO Tebe mopa IIOMHU-
paTh... U Tebs1 He OymeT, a MbI BCE-TaKu OyIeM pacTu.
Bcs pazuumna B ToM, uTo OymeT y Hac gpyras Xo3sguka,
nogolOpee.

Ha gpyroit meHb crapyIiika onaTh SBHJIACh B OTOPOT
U mpuBeya ¢ coboir BHyuky Marry.

— Crapa g crajia, BHyYKa, OJJHOH He YIPaBHUThHCH,
a TBOE [1eJI0 — MOJIOJI0e, B OXOTKY IlopaboTaellsb.

— Hwuuero, 6abymka, mopaborar. Jla u Kakas 3To
pabora? OgHO YIOBOJILCTBHE...

Hauanu 6abymka ¢ BHyYKOM I'psifibl KolaTh. babymika
KPSAXTHUT, KPSIXTUT, €IBa IOJITPSIAbl BBIKOIIAET, a Y BHYY-
KU yXKe Iejiad rpagkKa roroBa.

— A# pga Bayuka! An ma ymHUNa!l — ImoxBajmBaeT
crapymka. — M g mmpexkage BOT Tak e CKOPO BCE aea-
jia, a Tellepb e€IBa CIIMHY Pa30rHy...
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A Mama Tonbko cmeétrcst. Konaet fa erné mecHu moET.
He pabora, a 3a6aBa. 3mopoBas JIEBYIIIKA, — B OXOTKY
nmopaborars... JJHe# B 1ATh Bcé 6bLI0 KOHYeHO. IlocMmoT-
pesaa Marra Ha cBoio paboTy, morboBaach H TOBOPHT:

— A dT0, 6abymka, y Tebss BOT TaM MecTo mop, 3a60-
poM gapom mpomanaetr? Bor 6bI MaJIMHBI IIOCAOHTD, Ja
KPBIXKOBHHKY, a CMOPOAHHEL.. OYeHb yXK s MaJHHY
100110, 6abyIIKa.

— Tak, BHyYKa, Tak, MIUJasda... © B caMOM jiejie, Imoca-
INM-Ka MaJIMHKH, Ja CMOPOJUHKH, 1a KPLIZKOBHHUKY. Ko-
TOPYIO ITOJTY CAMH ChHEIHM, a KOTOPYIO Ha 6a3ape mpoja-
ouM... {1l y2K maBHO 00 3TOM caMa IIOJyMbIBaJia, Ja BCE

KaK-TO PYKH He JOXOIHIH.




O6pamoBaiack cTrapylIka HOBOM CTaThe Joxoaa, O1a-
0 y BHYYKH PyKu 37m0poBble. Ckazano — caenano. Ha-
KyIIHjIa CTApyIIKa y 3HAKOMOI'O CaJJOBHHKA W MAJIUHEI,
1 CMOPOAXHBI, U KPLIXKOBHUKA, H Hayajiack padora. Ma-
IIa BAOJIb 3ab60pa HakKomajia M M IIPHHSIACH PACCAXKH-
BaTh B HUX KycThl. OT 3TOH paboThI OOJIBIIIE BCETO HO-
crajgock Kpamuse.

— Yrto ke 3TO TakKoe, — KpHYyajia OHA HA BECh OI0-
PO, — 9TaK U cOBceM XuThd He Oymer!.. Kapaymn!..

B oTuasgabe oHa HECKOJIBKO pa3 MpeboIbHO yKaJIHmia
Oenble pyKH OOMKON BHYYKH.

— Bor Tebe, BoT Tebe, BErmyMmuIial..

— Ax, mpokigTasg KpanuBa, KakK OHA OO0JIBHO KKET-
cal.. — xamoBajiace Marma, momaxuBas PyKOH.

— # Bcex coxry, — murena Kpamnusa.

— OTkyna oHa TOIBKO OepéTcst! — yauBHIACH ONISTH
crapymika. — Beas HUKTO e€, KaxkeTcs, He CaIuT...

['opasmo ckopee HaYaIl PacTH BCe OBOIIH MOCJIE II0-
JIOTBS.

— Hmp mapmoensr!.. — Bopuan Pemeii. — He6och
CBOEro ymMa He XBaTajio, YTOObI PACTH B TOTOBOH T'psjie.
OXx BBI, OeJIOPpYy4KH!..
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— Moirun, MyKHUK, — KPUKHYJI C TPSIBI MO-
sogou I'opox, HAUMHABIINHN 3aBUBATHCSA OKO-
JIO CBOE€H TBIYMHKH, — He TBOE [eJI0...

— A o1 xBactyH!.. Ilorogu, BOT
TeOsa BOPoObY 3aKJITIOIOT.

— 3HaunT, ClIagKO, €CIH KIIIO-
I0T... A BOT TeOsT TaK HHUKOMY He

HY2KHO.

— OTTOro m He HYXKHO, YTO S
g cebd pacTy, a Thl IJIA JPYTHUX
cTapaenrbCs.

OgHUM CJIOBOM, YTO HH J€Hb,
TO HOBBIM cmop. Hamra koca
HA KaMeHb, H XBACTyH HOHIaJl
Ha XBacTyHA.

Ha rpsangsr Tereps 11060 66110
4'& IIOCMOTPETE. Beé 3emeneno u O6nI-
ctpo pociao. M mpocroBaras
CBEKJIa, U KOKeT/InBasg MOPKOB-
Ka, U TOpbKas peabKa, H KaIyc-
ta. Bea 6ena, uro masio 6bU10 KaBa-
JIEPpOB — BCe HaAIlepedeT: XBACTYH
I'opox ma ropwkuii JIyk. Bopouewm,
JIYK IOHHMMaJI CBOE MOJIOKEHHE
1 cTapasica pactu nobimke K Penb-
Ke, — TakKas Xe ropedb, TaK YK
BMecTe bor Bejien pacrtu.
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— Y MeHs Bce KpacaBHIIBI pac-

TyT, — XBacrajcsa ['opox. — A Bcex
JIy4dille MOPKOBKa... BoT kakwme y
HeE JIMCTOYKM IIPOpe3Hble, TOYHO
3eJIEHbIe KyNeJbKH. TakK caMu u
BBIOTCH...

MopxkoBKa fejiajia BUJ, 4TO
He CHBIIIUT 3THUX II0OXBaJl, H \\ AT
TOJIBKO BCE KpacHejia U KpacHe- |
na. U npusarso, u creigao. Ko-
HEYHO, BEpUTh ['0poxy Heb3s;
a BCE-TakKM, KOI'ia TakK HaAYHhHAa-
0T XBaJIUTh NPSAMO B IJia3a, HEBOJIBbHO KAaK-TO XOUETCS
BepuTh. CKpoMHasI MOPKOBKA HaYWHAJIA PO cebsa my-
MaTh, 9YTO B CAMOM Jiejie OHa JIy4llle BceX, U emlé 60JIbIle
KpacHejia. Bor mpyroe memno Penbka; Toncreer cebe, Kak
KyITYnuXa, © HU4ero 3HaTh He XOYeT.

CrropbI 9yacTo 3aXOOWJIN TaK JajieKO, YyTh He 10 Ha-
cToAIer ccophbl. ITaBHBIMH 3aYMHIHKAMHU SIBJISUIACH
I'opox u Pemeii.

— OW TbI, MyKHK! — KpH4Jajl 0OIKHOBEHHO I'0pox. —
Huxkomy-To Te6s1 He HyKHO. Tebs1 1ake u CKOTHHA HE €CT...
J71sT 9ero ThI pacTENh?

— I cebs pacty, — orBeuasi Pemnett ¢ ropgocThio. —
A 4T0 KacaeTtcs TOro, 4To I HUKOMY He HyXKeH, TaK 3TO
ThI BechbMa oIubaelbes... Kyma dyeqoBek — Tyna # f;
3HAYUT, U 51 HA YTO-HUOYIb HyXKeH. ThIcady BEPCT 4esio-
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BeK MIPOIIEN, U g 3a HUM... J|JIsT MeHsT BCcé paBHO — XOJIO]I
1 XKap: 1 HeIPUXOTJIUB. A Thl — HexXKeHKa. Tebsd 1 caguTh
HY>KHO, 1 O6epeub, a s Bcé caMm. Bor Terreps u coobpaswu,
9TO BCE 3TO 3HAYMUT...

— Mos xo03s#iKa TOBOPHUT, YTO Thl HUKOMY He HYKEH.

— Mauo n1m uyto oHa ckaxet!.. Bor oceHp HacTaner,
BOT OHA W MPHUMETCS BBIOMPATh Bac BCEX U3 I'PAAbI; a -
TO OCTaHyCh Ha TOM Xe MecTe. BoT Tebe u He HyKeH... Te-
051 KaXXIbIH KO3EJI ChEeCT; a 1 TaK BIEILIIOCh B HET0, YTO
He obpamyercsa. Bcio 6opoay emy 3amemniio, — He OTIEePET
nmoroMm. 1 KpanuBa Toxe mocTouT 3a cebs, u Yeproro-
JI0X... MBI y2Ke Bce 3a00HO KUBEM. be3 Hac-To KaKOH Oro-
pox MoxkeT ObITE?.. [la, mogymai-Ka cBouM ymMoM... Exxern
pasobpaTh, Tak g ropasgo ImoBaxHee Tebsa Oyay W IIO-
crapire. KoHedHO, MeHSI MaJIo IIEeHAT, HY JIa 9TO BCE paB-
Ho. fI Mas0 obpalnam BHUMAaHHS, YTO IIPO MEHs TOBOPSIT.
OHH CcBOE ToBOpPAT, a A CBOE jejiarn. Tak-TO, MHJIBIH
apyr!.. ODHEM CJIOBOM, XXaJIb MHE TeOsI, IOTOMY YTO ThI
YYKHM YMOM KHUBEIIb. J[erkoMbICIIeHHbBIN 0BOI, H 060JIb-
e Hu4ero. 1o mepBoro Mmoposa tebe H XKHTh.

— ¥ BcaKoro cBod cyabba, Pemeint. ¥ Tebst Koxa TOJI-
cTasi, — BOT U He OOHIIIBCSI MOPO03a; a Y MeHs JUCTOUYKH
HeXXHbIe, caM S TOHEeHbKHH... OIHHM CII0BOM, JEeJIHKAT-
HOE pacTeHHe.

Taxk meso muI0 JeHb 3a AHEM. JIeTO IMIPOXOTUT OBICT-
PO, — €ro BCIIOMHHAIOT, KOTAa OHO IIPOHIET. Tak 6bLI0 1
TyT. I'paabl B oropojie MOKPLUINCH T'yCTOH 3ejieHblo. Ka-
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mycra pasdyxiia g0 TOro, YTO BEPXHUE JINCThA Ha HEH JI0-
najnch. ['opox oTIBEN U TTOKPBIICA cTpyubaMu. Manuua
Havajia co3peBaThb, XOTS HA IEPBBIN T'OJl SITOJT U HEMHO-
ro ObLIO.

Buyuka Maiia, kaxeTtcs, 60bIlle Bcero 3ab60Tuiiach
o sirogax. Her-HeT u 3arsisiner B oropoa. To penky co-
PBET, TO CHENyI0 ATOAKY YIMUOHET. KpanmwBa u TyT He
yauMajiack. C Topsi oHA HBIHYE BBIPOCIA O0JIbITTAasI-60/1b-
asi ¥ He yIrycKajia ciy4dasi 00Kedb TPUXOTHUIY-BHYUKY.

— VY, ragkasa! — Bopyasia IeByIIKa, IIpsada PyKH.

Cxopo saroasl 66T 0006paHbI, B OYEPEIh HACTYITHIIA
oBomam. Hagasocs memno ¢ ropoxa. IlepepacTtér — He-
BKycHBIN Oymer. Ilorom peapke m jIyKy mocrasochk. Ilo-
TOM JI€JIO JIOIILIO JI0 CBEKJIBI U MOPKOBH. CTapymrka mpu-
Xonuiia KaXjoe YyTPO U BhIPhIBAJIa CO3PEBINHE OBOIIH,
4yTOOBI CHECTH X HA Oasap.

— Yo, mapmoensr? — TopxkectBoBas Pemeir. — IIpn-
IJjia Balla mopa... BceX Bac CTapylIOHKAa IlepeTacKaer
Ha 6azap. Tak Bam u Hago — He XBacTtauTech... Ilorogn-
Te, BOT YIapUT MOPO3, — BCeM KOHEII.

H mopos ymapwui... Ilouepuena 6orBa y Kaprodensd,
IIOXKeJITeJI TOPOX, Hadyajii OOBAJIMBATHCA 3achIXaBIIHE
sucthsa. [Ipumnuia crapyiika BMecTe ¢ BHYYKOH U ITPUHSI-
Jlach 3a paboty. BMecTe oHU TTOBBIJIEpTrajii BeCh KapToO-
dresrb, MOPKOBB, PEIly U CBEKJIIY U IEJIbIX IBa AHA 00pe-
3bIBAIA O0TBY. ['psibl IPUHSIIN TaKOU ITeYaJIbHbIN BUJI,
TOYHO IO HUM IIPOIEJT HenpusTedb. B 6opo3nax Baid-
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JIUCH I1eJIble BOPOXa O0pe3aHHbIX JIUCTh-
eB, TOYHO CcTapoe, U3HOIIEHHOe ILIa-
The, KOTOPOe yKe HUKOMY He HYXKHO.

IoybIie IPyrux Ha rpagKax ocTa-
BaJINCh JIYK, peabKa jaa kamycrta. OHnm
He Oosutuch Mopo30B. Ho u ux ouepensn
Hactynwia. OmATh, OpHUILIa cTa-
PYIIKA ¢ BHYYKOM, W TPSAIABI OKOH-
JaTeJbHO OIyCTEIH. Ta3KeJio OhLIO
CMOTPETH JaXKe CO CTOPOHBI, KaK Ba-
JIMJIUCH TIOJ HOXKOM TAXKEJIble 3eJié-
HbIe T0JI0BBI KamycThl. CKOpPO Bech
oropop ObL1 yOpaH, U HaA rpsAgax oc-
TABAJIACHh OJJHU KOYEPBLIKKH OT Ka-
ITyCTHI, JKAJIKO TOPYABIIHE U3 3€MJIH,
TOYHO YTHHLIE IIEH.

ITommun moxnb, 3arymen BeTep, a
IIOTOM IIEPBBIM MOPO3 CKOBAJI 3€MJIIO.
2KyTKO IpHUIILIIOCh B COPHOM TpaBe.

— Hy, kyma, mmopa u HaM OTHOX-
HyTb, — cKasajl Kak-To Pemnei 3a-
cerxaBmen KpanmBe. — Yto Xe,
TIOKUJTH, TTOKPACOBAJIUCH U Ha Oy/Iy-
AN TOJT OIISATH yBUAUMCA... Jlo cBH-
nanusg, kyma! MeHs TOJILKO OMHO
yTemaeT: BCeX S3THX TapMOeIoB
ybpajsiz oT HAaC, — MECTO OYHUCTHWIIH...
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KpanuBa Tonbko xkaimo6HO cToHAJA:

— ¥Yx, kKak xojgomgHo!.. B camom mene, mopa Ha mo-
Koii. — OHa Jaxe cepauThLCSI He MOrJia.

YUepTomoiiox BCE JIeTO MPOMOJIYal U MOJI4a 3aCOX
OT IIEPBOTO HHE.
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GOTAY 1 EPEMKA

- péMKa, cerogHd OyaeT MOXHUBA... — CKa3aJl cTa-
peii Borau, mpuciaymmuBasichk K 3aBhIBaBIIeMy B TpPyOe
BeTpy. — BoH Kakas moroga pasnirpajach.

Epémkoit 3Baiin cobaky, IIOTOMY YTO OHa KOT/a-TO
xwia y oxorHuka Epémbl. Kakoit oHa 6bL1a Iopoabl, —
TPYAHO CKa3aTh, XOTsI HA OOBIKHOBEHHYIO JJ€PEBEHCKYIO
IBOPHSIXKKY U He Toxonauiia. Beicoka Ha Horax, jjobacra,
Moppaa ocTpasd, ¢ bonbinumu ritazamu. Ilokorabei Epéma
He JJIOOWJI €€ 3a TO, YTO y IIca OJHO YXO «TOPYaJIO ITHEM»,
a Ipyroe BHUCEIO, U IOTOM 34 TO, YTO XBOCT y Heé ObLI
KaKOU-TO COBCEM HEOOBIKHOBEHHBIU — [JIMHHBIU, IIy-
ITUCTHIN U 60JITaBIINMCAI MEXKIY HOT, KakK y Bojika. K Bo-
radyy oHa Iolajia ellé IeHKOM W MOTOM oKa3ajiach He-
OOBIKHOBEHHO YMHOM.

— Hy, TB0oé cuacTtbe, — mocmeuBajica Epéma. —
H mmepcTh y HEé xopoliia, TOYHO BOT cerdac U3 JIYKH BbI-
se3na. Toxe u méc ypomauiics... YK, BUTHO, BaM Ha POIY
HAITCAaHO BMecTe XUTh. JIBa camora — mapa.

OxorHuk Epéma mo m3BecTHOM cTereHu ObLI Ipas.
JIeHCTBUTEIILHO, CYIIECTBOBAJIIO KaKOe-TO HEYIOBHMOE
cxoacTBO Mexkny borauom u Epémkoii. Borau 6b11 BhICO-
KOT'0 POCTa, CyTYJIOBAT, C OOJIBLIIION I'OJIOBOM M JIMHHBIMHA
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PYKaMH ¥ Bechb KaKoH-TO cepblii. OH BCIO XKU3Hb ITPOXKHIT
606bpu1éM. B MoJiomocTu ObLT IepEBEHCKUM MACTyXOM, a
MoTOM caenajcsa cropoxeMm. llociemHee 3aHATHE eMy
HpaBWIOCh 60JIbIlIe Bcero. JIeToMm u 3UMOI OH KapayiTui
cagbl M Ooropoabl. Yero ke Jiydmie: cBos H30yIIKa, Iie
Bcerja TeIJio; ChIT, OJIeT, U ellé Koe-Kakasd NpuObUIb HA-
BEépTHIBajIach. borau ymesn nmouYnHUTL BEAPA, YIIIATHI, Ka-
OOYKH, MacTepmwyi 6abaM KOpPOMBICIA, IJIET KOP3WHBI U
JIAIITH, BHIPE3LIBAJI U3 AepeBa pebstam urpymku. On-
HUM CJIOBOM, 4YeJloBeK 0e3 paboThl HE OCTABAJICA U JIyU-
IIero HU4Yero He xkejaji. borayom ero moueMy-To Ha3Ba-
JIV eIll€ C IeTCTBA, U 9Ta KJIIMYKa OCTAJIach HA BCIO XKU3Hb.




Cuexnas Oyps pasbirpbiBajiach. HecKoJILKO HTHEH
yKe CTOSLTA MOPO3IIbI, a BUepa OTTEIJIeJI0O U HadaJl Ia-
IaTh MATKHHM CHEKOK, KOTOPBIH Y OXOTHUKOB Ha3LIBAET-
cs «mopotnet». HaunnaBmryo mpomMeps3aTh 3eMITI0 II0PO-
IIIAJI0O MOJIOABIM cHeXXKoM. IlomuaBirniicss K HOUH BeTep
HadaJl 3aMeTaTh KaHaBbI, IMbI, JIOXKOUHKH.

— Hy, Epémka, 6yger HaM ceromHsa ¢ TOOOH IOXKH-
Ba... — ImoBTOpmwI borad, morjismpiBass B MajleHbKOe
OKOHIIE CBOEU CTOPOXKKH.

Cobaka Jjiexkajia Ha IOy, IOJIOXKHB T'OJIOBY MEX IIe-
PEeOHHUX JIall, © B OTBET cJierkKa BHIbHYIa XBocToM. OHa
IMOHUMAaJIa KaxXaoe CJIOBO CBOEro X03sWHAa U He TOBOPH-
Jla TOJILKO IIOTOMY, UTO He yMeja TOBOPHUTh.

Bruto yxxe gyacoB geBsaAThL Beuepa. Betep To cTuxai,
TO IIOOHUMAJICSA ¢ HOBOH cujiod. borau He Topomsch Ha-
JaJjl ofieBaThesd. B Takyo moromy HEIPUATHO BLIXOIHUTH
U3 TEIJIOW CTOPOXKKH; HO HHUYEro He Mojiejlaelllb, eclu
VK Takas ciyxkba. borau cuuran cebs uemM-To Bpoje
YUHOBHUKA HaJ BCEMH 3BEPSIMH, NTUIIAMH U HACEKO-
MBLIMH, HAIaJaBIIUMH Ha cagbl B oropoabl. OH BoeBall
C KaOmyCTHBLIM 4YepBEM, C pa3sHBIMH T'yCEeHUIIAMH, IIOP-
TUBIIUMHU (PPYKTOBBLIE AepeBbsd, ¢ BOPOObIAMH, rajgka-
MH, CKBOPIIAMH, IPO3AaMHU-PIOMNHHUKAMH, C IOJIEBLIMHU
MBIIIIAMU, KpoTaMu U 3avnamu. M 3emist u Bo3ayx ObI-
JI1 HAMOJIHEHBI BparaMu, XoTs OOJBIIMHCTBO HA 3UMY
YMHPAJIO WM 3achilajio II0 CBOMM HOpaM H JIOTOBH-
mam. OcTaBajicad TOJILKO OOQHH Bpar, ¢ KOTOPLIM IIPHXO-
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nuiock Borauy BoeBaTh IJIaBHBIM 00pa3oM UMEHHO 3H-
MOM. 9TO OBLIH 3aHIIbI...

— Kak mornsimeth — Tak oguH CTpax B €M, B 3ai-
11e, — paccyxpgajl bBorau, mpogoiaxas ogeBaThesa. — A ca-
MBIH BPEIHBLIH 3Bepb... Tak, Epémra? W xutpsIii-npe-
XUTPBIH... A TIOTOAKA-TO KaK pPas3ry/syiach: TAaK U METET.
9To eMy, KOCOMY, caMoe IepBoe YIOBOJILCTBHE...

HaxmobyunB mianky u3 3asdbero mexa, borad B3suI
IJIMHHYIO IAJIKY U CyHYJI 3a TOJIEHUIIe BAJIEHOK HA BCAKUU
crydan HOX. EpéMKa cHIbHO MOTATHBAJICA U 3eBajl. Emy
TOKe He XOTeJIOCh UITH M3 TEIUION W30YIIKU Ha XOJIO.

Cropoxka Boraua crossia B yriry rpoMagHOTro PPyK-
ToBorO caga. Certuac 3a cagjoM HAUYMHAJICS KPYTOH CITYCK
K PeKe, a 3a peKor CHHeJ HeOOJIbIION JIeCOK, I'ae, IVIaB-
HBIM 00pa30M, THE3IHWINCEH 3aHIIbl. SHUMOH 3aMIlaM HEeYero
OBLIO eCTh, H OHHU IIepeberan uyepes peKy K cenenuio. Ca-
MBIM JJIOOMMBIM MECTOM JjId HUX ObUIM T'yMHAQ, OKPYXKEH-
Hble XJIeOHLIMH KIIQSIMH. 37IeCh OHU KOPMWJIHUCH, TTIOI0H-
pas ymaBIlIe CO CTOTOB KOJIOChSI, & WHOTTA 3a0UPaIUCH
B caMble KJIaJH, I'le I HUX ObLIO YK HacCToslllee pas-
I0JIbe, XOTs U He 6e3 oracHocTu. Ho Bcero 6osibliie HpaBH-
JIOCh 3aMIlaM IOJIAKOMUTHCSA B PPYKTOBBIX Cajiax MOJIOIbI-
MH CazXeHIIaMH H I1oberamu s10I0Hb, CJINB ¥ BHUIIIeH. Benn
y HUX TaKad HeKHasAg U BKyCHasd Kopa, He TO YTO Ha OCHUHE
WIN JPYyTUX JepeBbsiX. B onuH ymadHbId Haber 3auIlbl
IIOPTUJIA WHOTTIA IIeJIbINU Cajl, HeCMOTPS Ha BCe MPeIoCcTo-
poxHOCcTU. TorbKo ofiH Borad ymes ¢ HUIMU CITPaBiISThCS,
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IIOTOMY YTO OTJIMYHO 3HAJ BCE HX IIO-
BagKH W XUTPocTH. MHOro momoraj
crapuky Epémka, usmaim qysaBIIHI
Bpara. Kaxkercs, y:k Ha 4TO THXO
KpageTcs 3asdll 110 MITKOMY CHery
B CBOHMX BajleHKax, a Kpémka Je-
KUT y ce0d B U30yIIKe U CIIBILINT.
Bosoém Borau m Epémka muOTO
JIOBIJIH KaXOyl0 3HMYy 3auIleB.
Crapuk ycTpauBaj Ha HUX 3amnaj-
HH, KAalTKaHbI ¥ Pa3Hble XUTPLIE IIeT-
i, a Epémka 6paj mpsamo 3yooMm.

Briina u3 us36ymku, Borau
TOJIBKO IIOKa4daj rojioBor. Ouennp
V2K pasbpIrpajiach IIOToja 1 3achIiia-
jia CHEroM Bce ero JIOBYIIKH.

— Bupgno, mpupmércsa Ttebe,
Epémka, uaru mom ropy, — Io-
BopmJI borau cMoTpeBiiiei Ha He-
ro cobake. — Ia, moxm ropy... A a
Ha Tebs moronio 3auneB. Ilomsan? =
To-To... I BOT OGOMAOYy mo 3ary- P
MEHBLSIM JIa U IIYTHY UX Ha Teld. ‘

EpémMka B oTBeT TOJIBKO cj1ab0
B3BH3THYJI. JIOBUTH 3aMIleB MO
ropo# ObLIO /19 HEero cambIM 00JIb-
IIIAM YIOBOJILCTBHEM. Jleo mpomc-
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XOIWJIO TaK. 3aHIibl, YTOOLI II0-
1acTb HA TyMHA, Ipoberaiy u3-
3a PEKH U IMOJHUMAJINCh Ha TO-
py. O6paTHbIl OyThH IjId HUX
yXKe IIEN 101 ropy. A m3BecT-
HO, YTO 3asIl JIUX0 OEKUT B IO-
py, a mopm Tropy, B ciydae
OIIACHOCTH, CKAThIBAEeTCS
kKybapem. Epémra mpsarancs
1071 TOPOW U JIOBWI 3awuIiia
HMEeHHO B TO BpeMs, Korjga
3asI] HUYero He BUJIEN.
— JIo6ump 3aiiunKka-Kybapst IIOM-
MaTh? — gpasuuiI cobaky borau. — Hy, crynaii...

EpémMka moBWISAI XBOCTOM W MEJIEHHO TOMIET K Ce-
JIEHHUI0, YTOOBI OTTY/IA Y3Ke CITYCTHTBLCS IO TOPy. Y MHAs
cobaka He XOTeja IepeceKaTh 3adYbi0 TPOITY. 3aHIThbI
OTJINYHO TOHWMAJIH, YTO 3HAYAT CJIeAbl cOOAYBUX JIall
Ha UX JI0pore.

— JKag IoToJKa-To, Imogymaelnsb! — Bopuan Borad,
maras 10 CHEry B IPOTHBOIIOJIOXKHYIO CTOPOHY, UTOOBI
000OWTH T'yMHA.

Betep Tak m rynsai, pasmeras Kpyrom obiaka Kpy-
TUBIIIeTOCs cHera. Jlaxe nbixanue 3axBaTbiBajo. I1o my-
TH DBorad ocMoTpesl HECKOJIBKO 3aHECEHHBIX CHETOM
JIOBYIIIEK W HACTOPOXEHHBIX merenb. CHer sachimai
BCE eT0 XUTPOCTH.
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— Wb THI, KaKass NpUYHHA BBINLIA, — BOpYaJ CTa-
PHUK, C TPYAOM BBITACKHBAs W3 CHera HoTu. — B Takyio
HENoroAb U 3aIlbl IO CBOUM JIOTOBHIIIAM JieXaT... ToIb-
KO BOT T'OJIOI-TO He TETKA: JeHb MOJIEXKHUT, IPyrou IoJe-
XKWT, & HA TPETUN U MOUJET NPOMBIIUIATE cebe mponu-
tanue. OH XOTh U 3ad11, a 6PI0X0-TO — He 3ePKaJIo...

Borau mpo1én mojioBUHY JOPOTH U CTPAIIHO YCTAJI.
Iaxe B ucriapuny 6pocusio. Exenu 661 He Epémka, Ko-
TOPBIN OydeT XKgaTh ero I10j I'OpoM, CTApUK BEPHYJICSI
o661 B cBolo m30ymKy. Hy ux, 3anneB, HUKyaa He [e-
HyTcsI. MoXHO W B APYyrou pas OXOTy YCTPOUTh. Bort
TOJIBLKO Tieped KpéMKko# coBecTHO: oOMaHU €ro OAHWH
pas, a B APyrod oH WM caMm He moumér. Iléc ymHBIN u
IIperopabii, XoTh U méc. Kak-To Borau mo6us ero cos-
ceM HampacHo, TaK TOT IIOTOM eaBa momupumics. Ilo-
OOXKMET CBOM BOJIYUU XBOCT, IIa3aMU MOpTraeT U Kak
OyATO HUYEeTro He MOHUMAET, YTO eMY PYCCKUM A3BIKOM
TOBOPST... XOTh IIPOIIEeHUA Y HETO IPOCH, — BOT KaKOH
ITPEropabIa MéEc. A Tereph OH yKe 3aJIET o[ TOPKOH U
KOET 3aUNEB.

O6oima rymaa, Borau Hauas «ron» 3amnen. OH momxo-
OWI K TYMHY U CTy4aJl IIaJIKOM 110 CToJI0aM, XJIoIajl B Jia-
OOIA M KaK-TO 0cOOeHHO (PhIPKaJ, TOYHO 3arHaHHAasd
Jiomanab. B mepBhIX IBYX r'yMHaxX HUKOTO He ObLIO, a U3
TPeThero OLICTPO MEILKHYJIN ABe 3aAYbHUX TEHH.

— Ara, Kocasg KoMaHjIa, He JIIOOHUIIIL!.. — TOP3KeCTBO-
BaJI CTAPHUK, IIPOAOJIXKAsA CBOU 00XO.
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N ymuBuTenmbHOE meno, — Kaxk-
IObIN pa3 OIHO U TO XKe: yXK, KaXeT-
Cd, CKOJIbKO 3aMlleB IPUIABWI OH
¢ Epémkoi, a BCé Ta ke 3a99bsd
yxBaTKa. TOYHO U 3aUIILI-TO O]I-
Hu U Te Xke. Hy, mob6eru on, 3a4ir,
B mojie, — ¥ KoHell. mu ero, Kak
BeTpa B mojie. AH HET, OH HOPO-
— N BHAT HeIIpeMeHHO K cebe IOMOH,
- 34 PEKYy, a TaM, IIOJI TOPOH, ero yK
| / KIyT EpéMKUHBI 3yOHhI...
_)3*‘_‘*’ Borau o6omén rymHa u Havail

>, CcITycKaThcsI ¢ TOphl K peke. Ero
= ynuBmIIO, 9To EpéMKa Bcerna BhI-
.  6eraj K HeMy HaBCTpedy, a Tellepb

f)/ CTOsJI KakK-TO BHHOBATO Ha OIHOM
. MecTe U, OYEBHIIHO, TIOKHIAI €TO.
— Epémka, ga uto THI mesa-
elrb?
Cobaxka cita6o B3Busraya. Ile-
pen Her Ha CHery Jiexall Ha CIIUHEe
MOJIOJIEHbKYY 3aU4UK U 0eCCHIbLHO
OosiTasI JIalKaMHU.
— Bepu ero!.. Kycs!.. — 3akpu-
gan borau.
Epémka ne pBurasica. IlombGe-
XaB Oim3Ko, Borau moHsi, B 4éM
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IeJI0: MOJIOJIeHbKHM 3aW4OHOK JiexXajl ¢ mepenndjieH-
HOU TlepeaHel Jankon. borady octaHoBUIICS, CHSJI IATI-
Ky U IIPOTOBOPWII:

— Bot Tak mryka, Epémkal..

— Hy u okasusa!.. — ymuBnsicsa Borau, marnb6ascs,
4TOOBI IIOIyYIlle pPaccCMOTPeTh 0€33aIUTHOTO 3aWYulll-
Ky. — 9K Tebs yropasmuio, 6parer Tol Moi!.. a? H coB-
ceM elné MOJIOJIeHbKHH! ..

3adq1 jgexaa Ha CIHHKE H, IO-BHIHMOMY, OCTABHJI
BCSIKYIO MBICJIb O cllaceHHH. borau omynan mepemntuo-
JIEHHYIO0 HOT'Y ¥ ITOKayaJl I'oJIOBOU.

— Bot okaszuda-to... Epémka, 9T0 MBI ¢ HUM OyaeMm
neiaatb-To? Ilpupesarts, mITO Ji, YTOOBI IIOHAIIPACHY
He Masjics...

Ho u nmpupe3sats 6bL10 KaK-TO XKajlb. ¥ K eciiu Kpém-
Ka He B3sUI 3y0OOM KaJjleKy, II0COBECTHJICS, TaK eMy, bo-
rady, M IIOJaBHO COBECTHO 0e33aluTHYI TBaph yOH-
BaTh. Jlpyroe gemno, ecau ObI OH B JIOBYIIKY HOIIAJ, 4 TO
O0OJIbHOM 3aMYHIIKA, — U TOJBLKO.

Epémka cmoTpen Ha X03dWHA U BONPOCHUTEIHLHO
B3BU3TUBaJI. JleckaTh, HAg0 YTO-HUOYIH [I€IaTh...

— 9Jre, MBI BOT 4YTO ¢ HHM caeiaaeM, Epémka: Bo3b-
MEM ero K cebe B u30ymky... Kyma on, xpomoii-To, ae-
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HeTcsA? IlepBBINE BOJIK ero
CBHECT...
Borau B3sa1 3aiima HA py-

KH H IIOIIE]T B ropy, Epémka
IIEJI 38 HUM, OIYCTUB XBOCT.
— Bot Tebe u go6pr4a... — Bop-
yaj1 crapuk. — Otkpoem ¢ Epém-
KOH 3asg4uil JiazapeT... AX ThI,
okasuda!..
Korma nmpunuiu B u36y, borau
IIOJIOKHWJI 3aHlIla Ha JIaBKy U Cle-
JiaJl TIepPeBA3KY CJIOMaHHOM JIAIKHU.
On, kKorma OBLI MaCTyXOM, Ha-
VUHJICS JIeJIaTh TaKHe MePeBA3KH
aragraMm. EpémMka BHEMATEIBHO
cilequs 3a paboTom XO3dHHA,
HECKOJIbKO pa3 ITOIXOIWJI K 3au-
Ty, OOHIOXHBAJI €T0 U OTXOIHJI.
— A TrI ero He myrai... — 00b-
scHa1 emy borad. — Botr mpu-
BBIKHET, TOI7Ia U OOHIOXHUBAHM...
BonpHOM 3aW4uK Jiexkayl HEMOI-
BHZKHO, TOYHO Y€JIOBEK, KOTOPBIH
IpUroToBmwica K cmeptu. OH OBLT
TakKoM OeJIeHbKHUH W YHCTEHbKUH,
TOJIPKO KOHUYHMKH YyIIIeH TOYHO ObI-
JIH BBIKPAIIIeHbl YEPHOHU KPACKOH.
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— A Beqb HAO €ro IMOKOPMUTD, OEIHATY... — TyMAaJ
BciIyx Borau.

Ho 3as1 yrmopHO 0TKa3bIBaJICsl €CTh U ITUTh.

— 9TO0 OH o cTpaxy, — o0bsacHsaT Borau. — Yo 3a-
BTpa J00yay eMy CBexXel MOPKOBKM Ja MOJIOYKA.

B yriry mop maBko# Borau ycrpous 3auiy u3 pasHo-
0 TPAIIbSI MATKOE U TEILIOe I'He30 U IIepeHEc ero Tyaa.

— To1 y mens, Epémka, cMmoTpH, He myrau ero... —
yroBapuBaJl OH cobaKy, rpo3sd naibiieM. — [lonnmaenib:
XBOPBIH OH...

Epémka BMecTo oTBeTa IOMOMIEN K 3aUIy U JIU3HYII
ero.

— Hy, Bor tak, Epémka... 3uauur, He 6ymems o6H-
xkatw? Taxk, Tak... Beab ThI y MEHSI YMHBIH TIEC, TOJIBKO BOT
ckaszaTh He yMmeelrb. C Hac OyIeT ¥ 3MOPOBBIX 3aHIIEB.

Housio Borauy mioxo cmajiock. OH BCE MPHUCTYIIH-
BaJics, He KpajéTed Jid K 3auiy Epémka. XoTh U YMHBIH
Iméc, a Bce-TaKu Méc, U ImojiaraTthbCs Ha Hero Heab3sd. Kak
pa3s crarmaer...

«Ax TBI, OKa3ud... — gymaj borad, Bopodasce ¢ 60Ky
Ha O0K. — YK, KaxKeTcs, TOCTATOYHO HaTJIsjIesIcs Ha 3aM-
IIEB... HE OJHY COTHIO UX MEPEKOJIOTHII, & BOT 3TOI'0 KAaJTb.
CoBceM Beab ITTYyObBIN €IIE... HECMBIILIEHBIIIL. . .»

H Bo cue Borau Bujen 3aryoneHunsix uM 3aunes. On
Jaxke IPOCHINIAJICA M IIPUCIYIIUBAJICA K 3aBbIBABIIEU
oype. EMy kaszajgoch, uTo K u30yIIKe cOexXajauch Bce
yOUThIe UM 3aMIlbl, JOMOUYYT, HA CHEry KyBBIPKAIOTCH,
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CTyd4aT B ABEPbH IIepegHuMH Jianikamu... CTapuk He yTep-
I1eJ1, cjie3 ¢ IIeYH U BRINVIIHYI n3 u3oymku. Hukoro Her,
a TOJIBLKO BeTep TYyJIAeT 110 MO0 U T'YIUT Ha Bce rojioca.

— Ax TBI, OKasua!.. — Bopyasl cTapuk, 3abupasich
Ha TEIIYIO IIeYKY.

IIpocekimajicss OH, MO-CTAPUKOBCKH, PAHHUM YTPOM,
3aTOIUISAN IIeYb U MPUCTABJISII K OTHI0 KaKoe-HUOyIb Ba-
pPeBO — MOXJIEOKY, CTApPBIX Iel, KamKy-pasmasao. Ce-
romgHs ObLIO KaK Bcerya. 3asll JieKajl B CBOEM YTrOJIKe
HEOABUKHO, TOYHO MEPTBBIH, U HE IIPUTPOHYJICI K efie,
Kak ero borau Hu yromaui.

— Hims 1, KaKOM BaXXHBIM OapHH, — KOPHJI eT0 CTa-
PHUK. — A TBI BOT IIOIIPOOYyH KaIIKU I'PeYyIIHOH — Jiaml-
Ka-To u cpacTércd. IIpaBo, TIymnbli... ¥ MeHs Kally-TO 1
Epémka BOT Kak yIuieTaer, 3a yIlIaM{ ITHAIIHUT.

Borau nmpubpain cBoio u306ymKy, 3aKyCHJI U TTOIIENT
B JE€PEBHIO.

— Tbwr y MeHsa cmoTpu, Epémka, — Hakas3bpIBajl OH
Epémke. — f-To ckopo BepHYChH, a THI 3aHIla He MyTaHu...

IToka crapuk xogmi, EpéMka He TpoHY] 3aWma, a
TOJIBLKO ChEJI Y HEr0 BCE yrollleHue — KOPOUYKHU YEPHOTO
xjieba, Kamry ¥ MOJIOKO. B 6arogapHOCTh OH JIU3HYJI
3aflla IPSIMO B MOPJAOYKY M IIPHHEC B HATPAAy U3 CBO-
ero yrijia crapyio o0rjolaHHyI0 KocTh. EpéMKa Bcerga
rojiogaji, gaxke Korjga eMy cJIy4alioch CheCcTb KaKOro-
Hubynb 3aridyoHKa. Korga Bborau Bepmysics, OH TOJIBKO
ImoKayvajl TOJIOBOU: KAKOW XUTPbIM 3aUYMUIIKA: KOrma
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yroIaioT, TaK U He CMOTPHUT, a KOrjaa yIIJId, — TaK BCE
T0TJIa II0€.

— Hy u nykaBen! — ymuBisiica crapuk. — A g tebe
TOCTUHIIA IPUHEC, KOCOMY IUIYTY...

On poctaj n3-3a Ma3yxu HECKOJIbKO MOPKOBOK, IIAPy
KOUEPBIKEK, PEIIKy H CBEKITy. EpéMKka Jieskair Ha CBOEM
MecTe KaK HH B YéM He OBIBAJIO, HO KOTJa OH OOJIH3HYII-
cs1, BCIIOMHUB CheJIeHHOe Yy 3aMIia yroimlenue, boray mo-
HSLJI €70 KOBAPCTBO M IIPHHSIJICA €r0 KYPHUTh:

— U ume cTeigHO TE6E, cTapomy ImiIyTy... a?! Uro, He
egaJ Thl Kamu? AX, HeHackITHAs yTpooda...

Korga crapuk yBujen BaJsIBIIYIOCS IIepeq 3anIeM
KOCTh, OH He MOI yaepKaThcsi OT cMmexa. Bor Tak
Epémka, ToxXe cyMen yrocTuthb... Jla He XHTPBLIH JIH
ryTuime!..




3adq1 oTIOXHYJ 3a HOUL H IiepecTall 6osaTbesa. Korma
Borau masg emy MOPKOBKY, OH C XKaTHOCTBIO €€ CheJl.

— 9re, 6paT, BOT Tak-To Jyuiie oymger!.. 9To, BUTHO,
He EpémkrunHa romas kKocTh... Bymer uBanuThea-Tto. Hy-
Ka, ellé PemnkKy IIOIIpo0y.

H penka 6bL1a chefieHa ¢ TEM Ke alleTHTOM.

— Jla TBI y MEHSI coOBceM MOJIOHelr!.. — XBaJIHJI CTAPHUK.

Korma coBceMm paccBeTaio, B ABEPb IOCIBLIIIAJICS
CTYK, U TOHEHbKHUH JIETCKUHU I'OJIOCOK ITPOTOBOPHII:

— Henymka, orBopu... CMepTh Kak
3amépsinal..

Borau oTBOpHII TAXKEIYIO
IBEPh U BOYCTWI B U30YIIKY
neBouKy jetT cemu. OHa ObLIA

B I'POMAIHBLIX BaJIEHKAX, B Ma-
TEPUHCKON KallaBeWKe U 3aKYy-
TaHa PBAHBIM ILIATKOM.

— Ax, sto TBI, Kcromia...
3npaBcTBYi, IITaxa.

— Mawmgka mociana Tebe
MOJIOYKA... He Tebe, a 3auIly...

— Cnacubo, KpacaBHIia...

OH B3sUT U3 ITOKPACHEBIITHX
HA MOPO3e JeTCKHX PYYOHOK
HeOOJIBITYI0 KPBIHKY MOJIO-
Ka W IIOCTaBHJI €€ OepexKHO
Ha CTOJI.
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— Hy, BoT MBI u ¢ npasguukoM... A TeI, Kcromia, mo-
rperca. 3amépsna?

— Cryznéno...

— JlaBa#i pasmeBatica. l'ocThs Oygels... 3aWunKa
ITPHIILIA TTIOCMOTPETh?

— A TO KaxK xke...

— HeyxTo He Bumasal

— Kaxk #e BupmaTh... TOJILKO S-TO BHaeJIa JIETHUX 3al-
II€eB, KOTIa OHH Cepble, a 3TOT cOBCEM OeJIbIi ¥ TeOs.

Kcroma pazgenacs. 3To 6pu1a caMmast 00LIKHOBEHHAS
mepeBeHcKas 0OejlorojioBas eBodka, 3aropejasi, ¢ TO-
HEHBbKOH IIIEeNKON, TOHEHbKOU KOCUYKOW U TOHEHbKHUMHU
pydKaMu B HOXKamMu. MaTh ofmeBajia e€ mo-CTAapuHHO-
My — B capadan. OHo u ymob6HO, u gemieByie. UToObI
corpetrhbcsi, Kciomnia mompseirajia Ha OJHOM HOTre, rpeia
IbIXaHHEeM OKOYEeHEeBIIHe PYYOHKH M TOJIBKO IIOTOM IIO-
JollIa K 3aWYUKY.

— Ax, Kako¥ XOpOIIEHLKHH 3aW4uK, JeayIlika... be-
JICHLKHH BECh, a TOJIBKO YIIKH TOYHO OTOPOYEHbI YEPHBIM.

— OTO yXK IO 3HMe BCe TaKHe 3aHIbl, OeJIIKH, ObI-
BaloT...

JleBouKa cejla OKOJIO 3aWYMKa H IIOTJIaguja ero
110 CIIMHKE.

— A 4TO0 y HEero HoxKa 3aBsI3aHA TPAIMOYKOMH, TeIYIII-
Ka?

— CiomaHa J1anKa, BOT S U 3aBI3ajl €€, 4TOOLI Bce
KOCTOYKH CPOCJIHCE.
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— Henymka, a emy 60J1bHO GBLIO?

— H3BecTHO, 60IBHO...

— Jenymka, a 3a3KHBET Jlanka?

— 3axwuBET, eXejin OH OyJeT CMUPHO JieXaTh... Ja
OH M JIEXKUT, HEe BOPOXHETCA. SHAYUT, YMHBIH!..

— Jlenymka, a Kak ero 30ByT?

— 3Bamna-to? Hy, 3ag1 u ecTh 3asd1], — BOT U BCE Ha-
3BaHHUeE.

— Jemymika, To OIpyrue 3auIibl, KOTOPbIE 3IOPOBbBIE
B II0JIe OerarT, a 3TOT XPOMeHbKHH... BOH y Hac KoKy
Maikou 30BYT.

Borau 3agymasics u ¢ youBienneM mmocMoTtpelt Ha Kcio-
my. Begb coBceM ruymas geBUYOHKA, a Beab IpPaBAy
cKasaJa.

— Hms TBI, Kakad nraxa... — AyMaJl oH Beiayx. — U
B caMOM [iejie, HaJ0 KakK-HuOyab Ha3BaTh, a TO 3aUIEB-
To MHoro... Hy, Kcrora, Tak Kak ero Mbl Ha30BEM... a?

— YépHoe Y1IKo...

— Bepno!.. AX TBI, yMHHUIIA... 3HAYUT, Thl €My OY-
Iellb B TOM Poje, KaK KpécTHad...

Bects 0 xpomomMm 3aiitie ycnena o61eTeTh BCIO JiepeB-
HIO, I CKOPO OKOJji0 m30ymku Boraua cobpanacek mejas
TOJITIA JIIOOOIIBITHBIX JePEeBEHCKUX PeOT.

— Jenmymka, moKaxu 3aiynKal — IIPOCHIIH.

Borau maxe paccepauiica. Becex mycTHTh 3apas HeJIb-
35 — He MoMecTaTcs B m30e, a 10 OQHOMY ITyCKaTh —
BBICTYIAT BCIO n30Y.
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Crapuk BbINIEN HA KPHLIEYKO U CKA3aJl:

— HeBo3MO0XHO MHe IIOKa3bIBATH BaM 3amIa, IIOTO-
MY OH XBOpPGLIH... BoT mompaBuTest, — Torma U IIPHXOIH-
Te, a Terepb CTynauTe JOMOM.

YUepes nBe megenu UépHoe YIIKO COBCEM BBLI3TOPO-
Bes1. Mosogble KOCTOUYKH CKOpo cpacTtaiorca. OH yxke HH-
KOI'0 He 00sIJIcS B BecesIo ImphIrai no Bcer u3be. Ocoben-




HO €My XOTEJIOCh BBIPBATHLCSI HA BOJIIO, H OH CTOPOXKHII
KasKIbIH pas3, Korja OTKPhIBAJIACh IBEPh.

— Her, 6paT, MbI TeOs1 He IIyCTUM, — TOBOPHII EMY
Borau. — Yero Tebe Ha xo101e MEP3HYTH 1A TOJIOAATH?..
2KuBu ¢ Hamu, a BecHoli — ¢ Borom, cryma#i B 11oiie.
Tonnko HaMm ¢ EpémKo# He momagamcs...

Epémka, oueBugHO, mymait To ke camoe. OH JIOKHUICS
y caMoH ABepH, 1 Korga UépHoe YIIIKO XOTe IIepenphir-
HYTb 4epe3 Hero, CKaJIwjl cBou Oejble 3yObl W phIYall.
Bripouewm, 3as11 ero coBceM He 60siyIcs U JaXke 3aUTPHIBAIT
c HuM. Borau cmesiyicst o ciiés mag HuMu. Kpémka pacts-
HeTCsI Ha TI0JTy BO BECh POCT, 3aKPOET Iy1a3a, OyATO CIIUT,
a UépHoe YIIIKO HAYHMHAET IPLITATh Yepe3 Hero. Y BIIEK-
IIUCh 3TON UTPOU, 3ad1] HHOTTA CTYKAJICA T'OJIOBOU O JIaB-
Ky U HAUHHAJ 10-3as9bH IJIaKaTh, KaK INIAYYT HA 0XOTe
CMEpPTEIILHO PAHEHHbIE 3aUIlbl.
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— W Touno miagenen, — ymusiasuicas Borau. — Ilo-
pebsAadYbH U IIaveT... OH Thl, YépHOe YX0, exXeau Tebe
CBOEH T'OJIOBHI He XKaJlb, TAK IoXxKajel XoTh JiaBKy. OHa
He BUHOBATA...

OTH yBeIIaHUS ILIOXO JeHCTBOBAJIN, U 3adll He YHH-
Masicsi. EpéMka Toxke yBlleKajicsi HITPOM WM HAYUHAJ TO-
HATHCA 110 M30e 3a 3aulleM, PACKphIB IACTh U BHICYHYB
s3bIK. Ho 3ad11 J0BKO YBEPTHIBAJICS OT HETO.

— Yo, 6paTr EpémMka, He MoXKelIbL ero JOrHATL? —
rmogcMeuBaJsicsa Hag cobakol crapuk. — I'me Tebe, crtapo-
My... TOJIBKO JIaIIbl MOHATIPACHY OTOOBLEIID.

IlepeBeHcKHEe pebsATa YacTEHBKO HpuUbOerajgum B H3-
oymky Boraua, 4To0bBI IIOUTPATh ¢ 3aHYHUKOM, H IIPHHO-
CHJIM €My 4TO-HHOYOb U3 ChecTHOro. KTo TamuT penky,
KTO MOPKOBKY, KTO CBEKJITY WJIH KapPTOIIKY.

UépHoe YIIKO IPHWHHUMAJ 3TH Aapbl ¢ Oaromap-
HOCTBIO B TYT XK€ UX Cheaall C XKaJHOCThI0. Y XBATHUT IIe-
PeIHUMHU JIalIKaMH MOPKOBKY, IPUIAAET K HEU I'OJIOBOU
1 OBICTPO-OLICTPO OOTPBI3ET, TouHO 00TOuUMT. OH OTIIH-




qajicd OOJIBIION IIPOXKOPJIIU-
BOCTBIO, TaK 4TO jaxe borau
VIABJISIIICS.

— W B KOoTOpOE MecTO OH
ecT Takyw IIpopny... He Benn-
Ka CKOTHHKa, a BCE OBl e,
CKOJIbKO €My HH Jawu.

YHame ppyrux ObiBaja
Kcromra, koTopyo gepeBeH-

cKue pebsaATa Ipo3Baiul «3a-
suyber KpéEcTHoM». YUépHoe
YIIKO OTJINYHO €€ 3HaJl, caM
f ™= fexan K Hel M JIIOOWJI CHATh
| y Heé Ha KojgeHsax. Ho o xe u
OTIIATHJI €M CcaMOu YEPHOU
HebmaromapuocThio. Pa3s, kor-
na Kcroma yxomgmiaa mgomoi,
YépHoe YmKO ¢ OBICTPOTOM
MOJIHUH IIMBITHYJI B IBEPSAX OKOJIO
eé HOor — u OBLI TakoB. JleBouKa
ropbKO paciuiakaiachk. Epémka
coobOpa3sui, B 4éM Jiejio, u Opo-
CHJICS B TIOTOHIO.
— Kak ke, unu BeTpa B IIO-
jie... — TmocMesijics Hajg HUM DBo-
rau. — OH moxurpee Tebsa Oy-
met... A te1, Kciomka, He peBH.
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IIycthb ero moberaer, a moToMm cam BepHETcs. Kyna emy
oeThbCs?

— Hamu pepeBeHcKune cobaku ero pas3opBYT, je-
OyIIKA...

— Taxk oH u mo6exxaji Tebe B gepeBHIO... OH IpsIMO Max-
HYJ 3a PeKy, K CBOUM. Tak M Tak, MOJI, JKUB U 3JI0POB,
nMel0 cCOOCTBEHHYI0O KBApTUPY U cojgepxkanwue. Iloberaer,
IIONTPaeT W Ha3aJ NPHIET, Korga ecTh 3axoueT. A Epéwm-
Ka-TO IVIYIIbIH, OPOCHJICS €T0 JIOBUTD... AX, IJIYIILIH IIEc!..

«3as9bs KPECTHAST» BCE-TAKH YIILIA JOMOM CO CJIe3aMH,
Ia B caM ctapblii borau majio Bepui ToMy, YTO TOBOPHIL.
M cobaku 110 gopore MOTyT pa3opBaTh, U y cebs moMa JIyd-
e moKaxercsa. A TyT emé KEpéMka BepHYyJICs qOMOH, yc-
TaJIbIH, BHHOBATBIH, C OIYIIeHHLIM XBocToM. CTapomy
Borauy cuenanock maxke XKyTKO, KOTla HACTYIIHJI BeUep.
A Bapyr UépHoe YKo He npuaér... Epémka jiér y camoin
IBEPH U MPHUCIYIIHBAJICA K Kaxaomy 1mopoxy. OH Toxe
xmpaji. Ob6sikHOBenHO Borau pasroBapuBai ¢ cobakow,
a TyT moirdasi. OHM IIOHUMAJIH APYT Apyra 6e3 cJIoB.

Hactynun Beuep. Borau 3acunesncs 3a paboTo# q01b-
me oObIKHOBeHHOTo. Korma oH yKe XOTell JIOXKUTBHCS
criaTh Ha CBOI00 Medb, KpéMKa pajocTHO B3BU3THYI H
OpocuiIcs K JBEPH.

— AX, KOCOH, BEepHYJICA B3 TOCTEH TOMOHM...

970 6bLI IEHCTBUTEIILHO OH, UépHoe YmiKo. C mopo-
ra OH NpAMO OpOCHJICA K CBOEH dalllKe U HIPUHSIJICSI HUTh
MOJIOYKO, IOTOM CheJI KOUEPhIKKY U IBE MOPKOBKH.
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— Yro, 6paT, B rocTAX-TO INIOXO TeOsS yromaim? —
rosopus Borau, ynpibasicb. — AX ThI, 6€CCTBITHUK, Oec-
cThITHUK. 1 KPECTHYIO CBOIO 10 CJIE3 TOBEI.

Epémka Bcé BpeMsi CTOSIIT OKOJIO 3aUIla U JIACKOBO II0-
MaxuBaJl XBocToM. Korma YépHoe YMIKO Chesl BCE, 9TO
6nLT0 B yammke, Epévka o6mu3asr eMy MOpIy U HAYaJI Uc-
KaTb OJIOX.

— Ax BbI, 030pHUKH! — cMmesuicst Borau, ykiamwiBa-
sch Ha medyn. — BumHO, MpaBOy IOCIOBHIIA TOBOPHT:
BMECTe TECHO, a BPO3b CKYYHO...

Kcrommra mpubexkajia Ha gpyroe yTpo 4eM CBeT H JI0JI-
ro 1ejioBaja Yépuoe YmKo.

— AX TBI, 6€TYH CKBEPHBLIH... — XKYPH-
jla oHa ero. — Briepén He Gerai, a
¥ To cobaku paszopByT. CIBIIHIID,
| "% royneri? Jlemymka, a Begb OH
BCE TIOHUMAET...

— Emé 6p1 HEe TOHEMATD, —
corjiacuiica borau, — Hebo¥Ch
BOT KaK 3HAET, I7ie ero KOop-

MSIT...

ITocne sToro ciyuas

3a YEpHBIM YIIKOM YyXe

He ciaemquiau. IIycTs ero ybe-
raetT mourpatb m IoberaThb
1mo cHexKy. Ha To oH u 3asii,
qyT00BI OeraTh. Mecsia uepes
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nBa UépHoe YIIIKO cOBCeM U3MEHUJICS: U BBIPOC, U TO-
TOJICTEJI, U IIEePCTh HAa HEM Hauyaja JIoCHUThCI. OH Bo-
0011Ie TOCTABIIAII MHOTO YOOBOJIBCTBHUS CBOUMH IIIAJIOC-
TSAMH U BECEJILIM XapakTepoM, U borauy Kasainochk, 94To
¥ 3UMa HbIHUYE KaK-TO CKOpee ITPOoIILIa.

Opmsao TONBKO OBLIO Hexopomro. OxoTa Ha 3aHIeB
naBaja Borauy mopsmouyHbIN 3apaboToOK. 3a KaXkIoro
3aflla OH IIOJIy4Yaj II0 YeTBEPTAaKy, a 3TO OOJIbIIHE
oeHbTH 111 6egHoro dejoBeka. B 3umy Borau yomuBai
IITYK CTO. A Tenmephb BLIXOJHUJIO TaK, KaK OyITO U coBe-
CTHO T'yOUTDH IVIYIILIX 3aHIleB, COBECTHO IIepen YEépHbIM
YmkoMm. Beuepom Borau m EpéMmka yxoguiam Ha 0X0OTy
KPaay4YHCh H HUKOTIA He BHOCHJIN B H30y YOUTHIX 3ai-
1IeB, KakK Ipexae, a IpaTalu ux B ceHax. Jlaxe Epém-
Ka 9TO MIOHUMAJI, M KOTAa B HATPaay 3a OXOTY IIOJIydall
3a99bH BHYTPEHHOCTH, TO YHOCHJI UX KyZa-HHUOYIb II0-
HaJIbIlle OT CTOPOXKKH U Chefal IIOTHXOHLKY.

— UYTto, OpaT, coBecTHO? — IIYyTHJI HajJ HUM CTa-
puk. — OHO, KOHEYHO, 3ad1] — TBAaph BpeaHasi, 030pHasd,
a BCE-TaKH OHO TOro... MoxeT, u B éM CBOS 3as9bs Y-
IIIOHKA €CTh, TAK, INIOXOHbKAS COBCEM IYIITOHKA.

3uMa mpolnia Kak-To ocobeHHo ObicTpo. Hactymmn
Maprt. 1o yrpam kpsiiitu obpacTtaju bJiecTsine 6axpoMon
13 JIeIdHbIX cocylsiek. Ilokasannch nmepBhle MPOTAIMHKH.
ITouku Ha nepeBbIX HAUAHU OYXHYTh U HaTuBaThed. 11pu-
JIETeJIN IIepBble rpaun. Bcé KpyromMm oOHOBJIISIIOCH M TOTO-
BIJIOCh K HACTYMAIOIIEMY JIETy, KaK K npasmuuky. OmuH
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Yépnoe Y1ko 6611 HeBecesl. OH Havasl mponagaTh U3 JI0-
MYy BCE Jallle 1 Jalle, IIoXyaes, IIepecTajl urparh, a Bep-
HETCS JOMOM, HAECTCS U IIeJIbIH JIeHb CIIUT B CBOEM T'HE3-
1e TOJ JIABKOM.

— OTO OH JINHSET, HY, BOT éMY H CKYYHO, — OOBICHSLI
Borau. — Ilo BecHe-TO 3aiiiieB He OLIOT II0 3TOMY CaMO-
My... Msico y Hero Toiee, IMKypKa KaK MOJIbIO IOO0OHTA.
OpaEM CII0BOM, KaK €CTh HUYero He CTOHT...

HetictBUTEIbHO, YEPHOE YIIIKO HAUaJI MEHSATH CBOIO
3UMHIOI0 0eJTyio IITyOKy Ha JIETHI0I0, cepylo. CIimHKa cre-
jlajiach y2Ke CEepoM, YIIIH, JIAIIKHA TOXKe, U TOJIIBKO OPIOIIKO
ocTtaBajioch 6ejbiM. OH JTI00MJI BEIXOIUTH HA COJTHBIIITKO
¥ MOAOJITY TpeJicsl Ha 3aBaJIMHKE.

Pa3s mpubexana Kcroima mpoBegaTh CBOET0 KPECTHH-
Ka, HO ero He ObLIO JoMa yXKe MeJIbIX TPH JHH.

— Temeps eMy #u B JIeCcy XOPOIIO, BOT U YIIMEJ, I0-
cTpeli, — o0bscHsI Borau mpuroproHUBIIENCS IeBOY-
Ke. — Teneps 3aIbl HOYKY €T, HY a HA IMPOTAJINHKAX
1 3eJIEHYI0 TPABKy VIIUITHET. BoT eMy u JTIOOOIIBITHO...

— A g eMy MoJIOUKa IIpHHEC]IA, TeAyIIKa...

— Hy, Mostouko MbI u 6€3 HET0 CHETUM...

Epémka Bepreinca okoro Keommm 1 j1astyt Ha OIIyCTeB-
1ee 110 JIABKOU 3asd4Ybe I'He3]I0.

— 970 0H Tebe xkajryetcsa, — 00bsacHsI borau. — XoTs
1 I1éc, a BCE-TaKu oOmIHO... Becex Hac obumesn, mocTpes.

— Oxn "emoOphIH, geaymka... — ropopmia Kcromra
cO cje3aMHu Ha IJIa3ax.
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— Bauem uemobpswr? IIpocto
3ada1 — U O0osblle HHUYEero. JleTo
IIOTYJISIET, II0KA efa B JIeCy eCTh,
a K 3WMe, Korjga Hedero Oymer
ecTh, U BepHETCA caM... Bor yBu-
ouirb. ODHEM CJIOBOM, 3ad1l...

UépHoe YMKO NOPHIIET emé
pas, HO K caMO# CTOPOXKKE He IOJI0-
IIEJI, a CceJI IEHBKOM U CMOTPUT H3-
nanu. Epémra momgbexan K HeMy,
JIN3HYJI B MOPY, IIOBU3XKAJI, TOUHO
IIpHUIJIamas B roctH, HO YUépHoe
YmKo He moIén. borau momaHmI
€ro; HoO OH OCTaBaJICSI HA CBOEM Mec-

|
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T€ W He TBUTAJICS.
— Ax, moctpen! — BopuaJ cTapuk. —
Hn kak cpasdy 3a3HaJICs, KOCOH...

. ~ ey
it g
o~ (|

IIpomuta Becra. Hacrynmimo me- o
To. UépHOE YTIKO He TOKa3bIBAJIC. §
Borad jjake paccepiuicsa Ha Hero. & Lo

— Benb Mor 661 Kak-HEOYIH 3a- 3
6exxaTh Ha MHUHYTKY... Kaxercs, . '

He MHOTO Jiejia U BpeMs HauaeTcs.
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Kcroma Toxe cepmunacek. E#f 66110 06HMIHO, YTO OHA
IeJIyI0 3UMY Tak JIOWIa TAKOTro HEXOPOIIero 3awuIa...
EpéMka Moirgasr, HO ToxXe ObLI HEIOBOJIEH IIOBEIEHHEM
HeTaBHETr0 ITPHATEIIA.

IIpomno u nero. Hactynuna ocenb. Hauanucey 3amo-
po3ku. Ilepenagan mepBbId MATKHM, KaK IIyX, CHEXKOK.
UépHoe YIIKO He TOKA3LIBAJICS.

— IIpunér, kocot... — yremiai borau Epémky. — Bot
IOTOJTIA: KaK 3aHECET BCE CHEroM, Heuero OyJeT eCTb, HY
u puaéeT. BepHo Tebe roBopIO...

Ho Briman u miepBbiti cHer, a UépHoe YIIIKO He IMoKa-
3pIBajicsl. borauy cuenajnoch maxke cKydHo. UTo ke 3TO,
B CAMOM Jiejie: YK HbIHYE U 3aUlly HeJIb3d [TOBEPUTH, HE
TO YTO JIFOISIM. ..

Opmaxnpl yrpoM borad d4ro-To MacTepwsa OKOJIO
cBoer N30YIIKHU, KaK BAPYT MOCIBIIIAJICA TAIEKAN IIyM,
a II0TOM BRICTPeEJIbI. EpéMKa HacTOPOXKMICA U KAJTOOHO
B3BHU3THYJI.

— BaTromku, 7a Befib 3TO0 OXOTHHUKH IT0EXAJIH CTPEIATH
3amneB! — mporoBopmi borau, mpuciaymuBasch K BbIC-
TpejaM, JOHOCHBIIIHMCS C TOro Oepera peku. — Tak m
ecThb... b kKak 3amanmuBaioT... Ox, yoroT oHE UYépHoe
Ymko! HempemenHo yOBIOT...

Crapuk, Kak ObuI, 0e3 mamkKum mobexaal K peke.
Epémka seresn Boepenn.

— Ox, yObI0T! — ITOBTOPSI CTAPHUK, 3aAbIXasCh HA XO-
ny. — OngaTh CTPesoT. ..
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C ropsl 66110 Beé BHAHO. OKOJI0
JIECHOM 3apocCiid, T'de BOIWINCH
3aMIlbl, CTOSJIM HA H3BECTHOM
PacCTOIHUU OXOTHHUKH, a U3 JIe-
Cy Ha HHX THaJIM AWYb 3aroH-
muku. Bor 3arpemanu pepe-
BSHHBIE TPEIIOTKH, MOTHSJICS
CTPAIIHLIN TaM W KPHUK, H IIO-
KasajJuch W3 3apPOCIH IIepemy-
raHHbIe, OTOpPOIleJIble 3auIlbl.
3axyionajgu pyXeWHbIe BbIC-
Tpesibl, 1 borau 3akpuyan He
CBOHUM T'OJIOCOM:

— baromku, noromure!!
Yonére moero 3anmna... O, 6a-
TIOIIKH!!

J1o OXOTHHKOB OBLIO ajieKo,
W OHH HHYEero He MOTJIH CJIBLINIATD,
Ho Borau mpopgosizkajg KpudaTh U
Maxaj pykamu. Korma oH mojbe-
JKaJl, 3aT0OH yXKe KoHuYmIcs. Beuto
yOUTO OKOJIO IeCATKA 3aullEeB.

— DbaTomku, 4To BRI Jeiia-
ere? — Kpuudayn borau, momberas
K OXOTHHKAM.

— Kaxk, uro? Buguimsb, 3aiies
CTPEJISIEM.
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— Jla Beqb B Jiecy-To MO COOCTBEHHBIH 3asIl JKUBET...

— Kaxkou tBO#?

— Jla Tak... Mo# 3asa1 — u 6ojbiie HuYero. JleBas
IepeaHss jJanKa mnepemnuonaeHa... YépHoe YIIKo...

OXOTHHKH 3aCMesUIUCh HAJl CyMAaCIIEIIINM CTAPHKOM,
KOTOPBIN YMOJISJI UX HE CTPEJISAThH CO cjIe3aMH Ha Tiia3ax.

— Jla HaM TBoOero 3aMiia COBCEM He HaJg0, — ITOITYTHJI
KTO-TO. — MBEI cTpeisieM TOJILKO CBOHX...

— Ax, 6apuH, 6apuH, Hexopolo... Jlaxxe BoT Kak He-
XOPOIIIO...

Borau ocmoTrpen Bcex yOUTBIX 3aHIleB, HO CpeIyd HUX
Yeépuoro Ymka He 66110, Bee ObUTH ¢ IeIBLIME JIATTKAMH.

OXOTHHKH @IOCMESJINCh HAaj CTAPUKOM H IIOILIH
JaJjbliie 110 JJeCHOW OMyIIKe, YTOObI Ha4aTh CIIENYIOIIAN
3aroH. Ilocmesnck Hag borayom m 3aronmuku, pebara-
IIOJIPOCTKH, HaOpaHHbIE U3 JIEPEBHU, TOCMESJICA U eTepPh
TepenTuii, Toxke 3HAKOMBIH MYXKUK.

— IlomyTunca HeMHOXKO pasymom Ham borau, —
momyTwi eié TepeHTnit. — OTaK KaxXXIbId HAYHET pa-
3BICKMBATH II0 JIECYy CBOEro 3auIlia...

st Boraua HacTynmaiio BpeMs OXOThI Ha 3aMlieB, HO
OH BCE OTKJIAABIBAJI. A BAPYT B JIOBYIIKY IIonaget Uép-
Hoe YmKo? [Ipob6oBan oH BRIXOJUTH IO BeuyepaM Ha T'yM-
Ha, Ie KOPMHJINCh 3aHlIbl, © €My Ka3ajJ0Ch, YTO KaXK-
ObINM MpoOeraBITHM MUMO 3as1 — YépHoe YIIIKO.

— Jla Beap EpéMka-To 1o 3amaxy y3HaeT ero, Ha TO
OH Méc... — pemui1 oH. — Hamo monpo6oBaTs...
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Ckazano — cpuenano. Pa3, korma mogHsIach HEIIOTO-
na, Borau ormpasmiics ¢ Epémkoir Ha oxory. Cobaka
MOILIA IO TOPY KAaK-TO HEOXOTHO M HECKOJIBKO pa3 Or-
JIAAbIBAJIach Ha X0O3SWHA.

— Crynai, crynai, He4ero JIeHHUThCA... — BOPUYAJI
Borau.

On obomén rymMHa ¥ ITOTHAJ 3auIieB. BricKoumitio 3a-
pa3 MITYK JeCATb.

«Hy, 6ymer EpémKe mmoxwuBa...» — aymMall CTapHUK.

Ho ero youBun cobauwnit Boit. 1o BT EpémMka, cums
o, ropoit Ha cBoéM Mecte. Cmauvana Borau momymaut,
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qT0 cobaka B30ecuiIach, U TOJIBKO IIOTOM IIOHSJI, B YEM
neno: Epémka He Mor pa3iIndyuTh 3auIeB... Kaxnabii 3a-
a1, emy Kasajica Yépueim YmikoMm. CHavaza cTapHuk pac-
cepauicsa Ha TITyHoro mca, a moTOM NPOTrOBOPHII:

— A Benp nmpaBmwiIbHO, EpéMKa, mapoM 9TO INIYIILIH
néc... BepHo, mabam Ham 3aimeB gymuTh. bymer...

Borau momén Kk xo3auHy (DPYKTOBOIO cajga U OTKa-
3aJICsL OT CBOEU CITyKOBI.

— He mory 6ombItte... — KOPOTKO OOBSICHUII OH.
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