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Hep u JInsa cpasy pemmnau B3aTe Toma cebe,
C TOro caMoro AHsS, KOTZla B CTeHe KOPDOBHHKA, B OT-
AyIIAHEe, HAILIA HOBOPOXKAEHHBIX KOTAT. Ocrasb-
HBIX KOTAT pasdobpasu cocenu, Ho ato Ilepa u JIusy
HE TpOrajo, UM HyxeH 6bu1 Toabko Tom. U oHm
NPUHECJH ero B J0M, a KOIIKa, TPEBOKHO MsyKasd,
oia cjaefoM 3a HUMH WM TOTYaC NPUHANIACH YMBI-
BaTh €JUHCTBEHHOTO OCTABIIEroCs y Heé KOTEHKa.

Torga Tom 6bLT emié cjaemoil, U A0 Yero ke II0-
TEIIHO OBbLIO IIANETh, KaK OH KadyaeTcd Ha CBOMX
cnabeHbKUX HOXKKaX, IBITAACh UATH CJIEJOM 3a Ma-
Teppio. YyTh 4TO — ymas, U NULUT, 1 MAYKaeT, J1a
TaK Kajo6HO, YTO KOIIKA CKOpeil Bo3Bpallajach,
4100l 00/IN3aTh €ro, IPUJIACKATh.

U xorza y Hero mpopesasuch Ijasa, 3TO ObLIO
HacToAmuM mpasgHukoMm 1A Ilepa u Jluser. Ta-
KHe uyZecHble He0eCHO-roIyOble IVIA3KHM U TaK UAYT
K ero yrojpHO-uépHoil my6ke! IleTum HaraageTbcsa
Ha Hero He mMoruu. IToroM mo3BanM mamy U Mamy:

— CmoTrpure, CMOTPHUTE, y KOTEHKA OTKPBLIMCH
rasal



Becrs sror neHp Ilep m Jlmsa mpocTo He MOTrIU
0OTOpBATHCSI OT CBOEro JIIOOMMIA, HM Ha IHar or
mero He orxoxmuau. Torza-To oH M HONyYHT UMA
Tom. OueHb NMOAXOAAILEE UMs AJIS KOTEHKA, KOTO-
poMy MPEACTOSJIO BBIPACTH OGOJBIIMM, CHJIBHBIM,
KpPAcUBBIM KOTOM.

Tom O6BICTPO HAYYUJICA OTKJIMKATHCA HA 30B.
Vxe uepe3 HECKOJIBKO JHeH crowsno JIuse BBIATH
Ha KpBLIBIO U mokaukarb: «Tom, Tom, rme TeI?» —
a yx OH OGexur mub0 U3 KOPOBHHMKA, JuUOO M3-3a
noma. Wiu ¢ JIeCHOM ONYINKHU, IZe JIIOOWI JIeKaTh,
cjefs 3a NTUIAMU.

A Kako#l OH'cTaj UrpyH, exsa mozapoc! OxuO
CJOBO — KOTEHOK. IIpuMeruT - 3alIeBeINIOCH
YTO-TO, U CTPEMIJVIAB TY/Ja, JOBUT JIAIIOW, BHIIYCTUB
ocrpsle KoroTku. BeiBaino, Ilep u JIusa cpenaior us
OymMaru# KOMOK, IPUBSKYT K HEMY BEDPEBOUYKY W Ts-
HYT 10 1ojty. YTO TyT TBOPUJIOCH — IIyM, OErOTHS;
B3POCJIBIE TOJBKO 3a rOJIOBY xBaTanuch. C Kayaaku
caepnia 3a urpoit komka. To pacurmpur riasa, To
comypur — OyATO yiabibaercs, IIAASA Ha BeECEIYIO
BO3HIO B KOMHAarTe.

K sume Toma craso He y3HaTh, Tak CHJIBHO OH
BBIPOC.

— 9TO IIPOCTO HEBEPOSATHO, KAK OBICTPO pPacTeT
9TOT KOT, — YAUBJSJICS OTel, IVIaAs LIEJIKOBHUCTYIO
4€pHYIO LIYOKY.

W ronvko Ilep m JIuda HM KameJbKu He YJUB-
nanuck. Korza mama cemapupoBajsa MOJIOKO, KTO,
KaK He OHM, cHellnmyiIu HaOpars ciauBok! Bosie 6y-
dera croano 6moneuxo Toma. Komka esa co cBoero



6yiloAna B IOANEYbe M HUKOTZAa He Tporaja Toro,
yTto craBuau Tomy.

Ila oHE U camMu yMeJH JOOBITH cefe MpOIUTaHUE.
He 6bu10 TaKoro yroika, rae ObI OHHM HHM PBICKAJIH.
B kopoBHuKe, B ambape, Ha CeHOBaJe, Jake B CTa-
POl ChIpOBApHE — BCIOAY BOAMJINCH MBIMHU. TOJBKO
3uMa Ha JBOP, KakK IIOJIEBbIe, JIYTOBBbIE U JIECHBIE
MBIIIM cOerajuch IOMIOJB30BATHCA TE€M, UTO JIIOAH
npunacau 3a Jjero. W camu monajzanu Ha obex!
K Hosomy rogy xomka u ToM oTwhenuch Tak, 4TO
a1060 mocmorpers. Hy Kak He IOXBAIuUTh 4YeTBe-
POHOTHMX OXOTHHMKOB, KOTOpble He NaBaJd MbIIIaM
MOPTUTH U HEePEeBOAUTH COOPAHHBIN yporxKani?

Konuunnachr 3uma, 3amesa Ha CKJIOHAX BeCeHHAA
kamesib. J[HEM cHer OBICTPO TasJ Ha COJHIEIEKe,
HO BeuepaMy B TEHHCTBHIX OBparax emié Oecres ro-
Jy0oit HacT. Berogy mesm, 3BeHeNn Py4YbH, YePHEIN
IIPOTAJIAHBI.

Ilama ¥ Mama CTajJy IIOrOBapuBaTh O TOM, YTO
CKOpO B IIyTh mopa. B ropax, KuaoMerpax B AeCATH
OoT XyTopa, ObLI UX ceTep — IIOCTPOMKM M TOPHbIE
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Jyra, Kyja I[EPeroHAJM CKOT Ha JIeTO. YKe He
omun rox Ilep u JIuza mpoBOAMIM UyAeCHBIE JIET-
HHe MecAIbl B CKA30YHOM Kpaio, e UX Ha KakK-
NOM MHIary JMKAajJyu [PUKJIIOYEHHHA, IZe B PyUbAX
¥ peuylIKax BOAMJACH Oosnbinas peIba, a Urpam
He ObLIO cuéra. U exmBa HacTymajsa BeCHa, Kak
OHM YysKe JKIaau Iepee3xa. Ine Ha cBeTe ecThb
emé Takoe KpacuBoe Mmecrto? Jloma M TO He Tak
XOpoIlo, Kak Ha ceTepe.

Y BoT HacTas 3aBeTHHINA qeHb. Ilama u Mama moj-
HAJUCH 4yTh cBeT. EmE Hemaso nes HYXHO 6bLIO
nepezesars, 4To0b! 6abylrka, OCTaBIINCh IOMa OHA,
MOIVIa CIPABUTHCA C X03AWCTBOM. Tak yiK IOBeJIOCH:
mocjaegHMe MUHYThI COOPOB BCerja caMble XJIOMOT-
mple. Ho k mecsatu yrpa Bcé Obuto roroBo. Ilama
BBIBEJI U3 KOHIOIIHKA BilaKkKeHa W 3ampAr B IOABOAY,
MaMa MOILIa BBITOHATH CKOTHHY. B myTs!

IIocroiire! KTo ckasas, uro Bcé roroBo? A Kak
66176 ¢ Tomom? Hukro He mogymas 06 9TOM paHbIie.
Ilep u JIusda xorenu B3ATH €ro ¢ coboil Ha cerep.
OHM ¥ MBICAM HE HOIYCKAINd O TOM, YTOOBI Iiesioe
Jjeto xuth 6e3 Toma.

Kak xe mocrynurs? CrasaTh AETAM «HEIb3A»?
Ho mama m MamMa DOHMMAJM, YTO TAKHUM OTBETOM
TOJIBKO BCIO PajoCTh HCHOPTHINL. A OparTh KoTa
¢ co6oil BpsAJA JIM CTOUT: B TIOPHOM INIyIIX KOTBI
oueHb ObICTPO AuuaioT. Pogurenn Tak ¥ 00BACHUINA
Ilepy m JIuse. Moxa, Tomy Jsyuine BcCero ocTaTbCs
noma, ¢ 06abymkoit. 3aTo CKOJIBKO pajgocTH OyxeT
OCeHbI0, KOIZja OHU BepHyTca ¢ rop. K tomy Bpe-
meHu ToMm cTaHeT coBCeM I'DOMAaJHBIM.
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Kakoe Tam! Ilep m Jluda uyTh He ILIaKa U
OT OropyeHms. A KOT — BOT BeAb YAUBHUTEJBbHO! —
JIbHYJ K JeTSM, TépcA 06 HOTM M TaK XKaJIOOHO Ms-
yKaJ, TOYHO 4uysu Geny.

Huuero He mojejaelnib, Hago OpaTh ero ¢ co-
6oii. Mama monuia Ha 4epAak, OTHICKaJa OOJIBLIYIO
KOD3WHY U BBICTEJINJA €€ CTapoi OfeKJO0H, YTOOBI
MATKO OBLIO.

«3amakoBats» Toma mopyumiau Ilepy. Kor Hu-
YyTOYKU HE CONPOTUBIAJICSH, HOCIYLUIHO JET Ha JHO
KOP3WHBI U Ja)kKe He MUCKHYJ, KOTZa ero 3aKpbhLIN
KpbllnKoii. HakoHel; Bce JABUHYJINCh B MyTh —
¥ JIIOOY U CKOTHHA.

Ha nonnytu Tom BApYr 3areds MayKaTb. Buano,
pemmsi, uyro mnopa Ha Bomo. IIpumutocs Ilepy
u Jluse momepeMeHHO yrosapusaTh ero. Hwudero,
YCIOKOMJICH, JayKe IIOMYPJBIKAI B OTBET.

— Takoro moCJyIIHOTO KOTa BO BCEM CBeTe He Chl-
ckarb, — ckasaiu Ilep.



Orer; paccmescs.

— Y0 2, THI, MOXET, U IIpaB, Ilep, — comracuicsa
oH. ITorom moGaBmi: — A TONBKO €II€ HEU3BECTHO,
uro pasbuie Oyzer. Yero nqobporo, ucmyraeTcss Ha HO-
BOM MecTe. Bel mpucmarpuBaiiTe 3a HuM!

IleTn He COMHEBAJINChH, YTO CIPABATCA C 9TOH 3a-
naueir. Begpr Tom Bcerma xoqus 3a HAMU Kak IIPHU-
BA3aHHBIN. VI BCé-Taku Mama, KOrja OHU JoGpanuch
JI0 cerepa ¥ BHECIU KOP3UHY B [IOM, CKasaJa:

— Ckopeit 3sarBopute naBeps! Ilycts cHauama
B KOMHaTe NIPUKUBETCS.

Ilep u JIusa BoOJHOBAJIWCh, KOTAA Iama CTaJ
CHUMAaTh C KOP3UHBI KphIKY. A ToM mpecrmokoitHO
sgexan Ha aHe! BOT BBITAHYJ IepegHUe Jallbl, XO-
POIIEHbKO 3€BHYJ... Bcrasm um mpsaMo depe3 Kpai
KOP3UHBI CHOPBITHYJ HA IOJ. 9TO OH-TO HCIyra-
erca? Kak 661 He Tak! Tom morépcsi 0 HOru meTei
M Kak HU B 4éM He OBIBAJIO OTIPABUJICA JaKaTh
MosoKo. Mama yike ycIeja HAJIUTh €My IIOJHOE
Gurroe.

Torga Ilep m JImsa pgocranm BepéBKY ¢ OyMask-
koii. I Tom He 3acraBumi cebs ympaudBaTh — IIO-
ma Takasg Wrpa, 4To IBLIb CTOJIOOM!

Beuepom Tom o6umkeHHO MAyKayJ B CeHAX. Ero
He IyCKajad Ha BOJIO, & TaK XOTEJIOCh B KOPOB-
HuKe mobeiBaTh. Ho Mama TBEDAO CTOsANIA HA CBOEM:
Ha HOBOM MeCTe HeJb3d Cpasdy BBIIYCKATh KOTa.
CuepBa nycrb npuBbiKHeT. He TO y6exuT Kypa-HH-
6yAb, a 00paTHO MYyTH YK He HANZET.

Yepes HeCKOIBKO AHeil ToMy paspemmin ryisiThb.
Kyzna Ob1 neTw HM HOULIM, ¥ OH 38 HUMM, XOIWJI
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naxxe ¢ Ilepom Ha peuky psIOy JoBuThH. Ilomagércs
Ha Kpo4okK pei6émka — Ilep eé Tomy kumaer. A yx
TOT He 3eBaJl, OOJIBHO pbI6a eMy IO BKyCy IpDH-
uutack. W cranmu oHu ¢ Ilepom Goublnme IOXOABI
coBepiiaTh. BJOIb DEKH, CKBO3b KYCTHI U TyCTBIE
3apociu, a rae mo Oepery HMKaK He IPOHTH, BMe-
cre mo KamHAM npsiraaun. Tom coBcem He Gosica
BOABI, a PBIOy YIUCHIBAJ TaK, YTO BCE TOJBKO JH-
BWJINCH: KAaK OH He JIOIHeT!

— Jla oH 3a TOGOH CJIOBHO IEC XOAWUT, — CKasal
opHaxasl Ilepy oren. — W poctrom cobake He ycTy-
nut! Her, f B }KM3HU TaKOTO 3J0POBEHHOTO KOTa He
Bugan. Xyao Oyger TOMy, ¢ KeM OH He IoJamuT!

Yro BepHO, TO BepHO. ToM poc HeOOBIYAWHO ObI-
cTpo, He IO OHAM, a oo dacaMm. Buaxo, mapHoe
MOJIOKO M pbifa muin emy Brnpok. Korpma Ilep mox-
HUMAaJ ero Ha PyKH, To 3amHue Janbl Toma Bosoum-
JIUCh 10 mosty. VI He OTOpBaTh — TAKOM THAMKENbIH!
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910 oueHb Aaske xopomro, uro ToM poc TakuM
KPYIHBIM. Beap ero oKupaayu BeJIMKHWe UCIBITAHUA,
Goprba He Ha Ku3HB, a Ha cMepTb. Ho oH aToroO,
KOHEUHO, He 3HaJ, He 3Hasu u Ilep c JIusoii, maxe
mama 1 mMama. Ecau GBI TOJIBKO OHHU IIOJO3PEBAJIH,
YTO MOJYYUTCH, OHU OBbI YK, HABEPHO, IIOCTAPAJIUCH
aToro m3bekarTs...

JleTo BBIZAJIOCH HAa pPefKocTh yrnauHoe. OHO ObLIO
0CO0EHHO PAJOCTHBIM IJs gereit OGnaromapsa Tomy.
JleTy ¥ KOT HU OZHOTO AHA He ObLIX BPO3b. [Ipy:x6a
HeOoOBIKHOBEHHAsi — ¢ yTpa a0 Beuepa Bmecte! Ciy-
yajock, npasna, Ilep m Jlusa mo Toro yBiekyTCs
CBOMM CTaJ0M, CBOMMH «KODOBAMH» W3 EJOBBIX
mIKIIeK, 4To Ha Bpems 3abyayr nmpo Toma. Ho Bcé
PaBHO OH CHZAEJ TYT ’Ke PANOM, CJeAs 3a HUIDOM.
W yac m xBa MOr Tak CHAETb, HAKOMY He MeIlaJ.
Touro emy pgocTaToyHo OBLIO TOrO, YTO €ro ApPY-
3bSM BeceJo.

— YIOUBUTENBHBIM KOT, — CKas3aja OJHAMILI Mama,
CTOS B [IBEPAX U MIAAA HA HUX. — [IouTH Kak desoBek!

— Bepro, — cornacmicsa mama. — Hemapom ro-
BOPAT: A0OPOM ¥ OT JKMBOTHOIO J0o0pa HOOBEmIbCA.
Kak ThI 0 CKOTMHE NeYElIbesi, MaTh, 3aTO HU OJHOU
KOPOBBI OOJJIMBOI HET, M He yOeraimT B Jec uepe3
HU3TrOpoAib, He IPOIafaloT.

Ho BoT sero momonuro ¥ KoHmy. Beiseso He6o,
COJIHIIE CJIOBHO IOGJIEKJIO. ABrycT OCEHH JBEDPb OT-
Bopmwi. Tyr m TamM B JHCTBe Ha CKJIOHAX BCIIBIX-
HYyJIU KEJIThIe NATHA, OBICTPAf PEYKa I10-OCEHHEMY
oTIMBaJIa CTeKJAHHBIM Gi1eckoM. Ho exaTs ¢ cerepa
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moMoi ObLIO emé paHO, IOroja Morja IIpOoZAep-
JKATBCA O CEPeSUHBI CEHTAOPA.

Crosnu noroxkue, 6esobaaunsie guu. Ilep u JIusa
6Geranu Kymarecs B pydeiike, Tom ¢ 6epera cmoTpes
Ha HMX. A Korja mapmiao u HebGoJsblas rpo3a ocBe-
JKaJia JOJIMHY HOOXKIAEM, KJIEB ObLI 3amMedaTesbHBIA.
Pasgonse Tomy! OH Tak u abHy:I K Ilepy, ocobeHHO
ecau TOT moauenuT DeI0y moxkpymnHee. JImsa Tem
BpeMeHeM Urpajia «KopoBaMu». B 3aroHuYmKe Bo3ie
KpBLIbLA Yy Heé coGpasoch Iesioe CTago, TyT Tebe
M «KOHHM», U «OBIBI», U «KO3BI»...

O ToM, 4TOOBI LOMOM BO3BpAIIATHCH, NE€TH HE II0-
MbInuIsAad. W ysK He MeHblle HeNeJ U ellé IIPOILIO0
6Bl 0 OT'HE3/A, a TO U ABYX, HE NPUKJIIOYHUCH TaKOe
neno, 4yro Bcé mosomasno. Houbio mama BApPYr 3a-
HeMoryia: B 00Ky 6OJIbHO, TeMIepaTrypa IOAHAJIACh.




910 y Heé ObLT y:Ke He IEepPBHIA IIPHUCTYII, Bpauu
aBHO OIPEeIUINA AalIeHAuNUT. JyTh paccselo,
oTel| ceJ HA BEJIOCUIIE] W IOCIENINJ BHU3, B CEJIO.
BepHyJsics OH Ha aBTOMalIMHE HE OJWH, & C IIO-
mourHukamu. K camomy cerepy MamuHa He CMOIVIA
IPOHTH, HO OHHM MaMy IIOJOKUIM Ha HOCUJIKHU
¥ JOHECIU Ha DYKax.

IIpumnurock TyT BceM CKODEHBKO cCOGMpAThCA HO-
moii. Ilepa m JIudy mocaguim Ha Ty ’Ke MAaIIWHY,
B KabueKy. Oren; BMecTe ¢ AByMs TOBAPHUIAMHU II0-
rHay ckoruHy. CiefoM 3a cTazoM moexasa IOLBOAA.
I'pysunu eé Hacmex, Kak IONAJIO, MAcJO M T'OJIOBKHU
chbIpa HaKUAAIHW BIEPEMELIKY.

ITep u JIuda cuiabHO ropeBasiui, 3a Mamy TPEBO-
skusuch. Ho oTel; yCIIOKOMJI: HUKAKOH OMacHOCTH
HeT, MaMa CKOPO BEpHETCS U3 OGOJBHUIBI, OOJIbIIe
Hegenu He npobyxaer. ITosno miakars-To. Xopoiio,
MaMa He BUIUT, OHA OBl TOJHKO OTOPYMJIACH.

CisioBOM, TaKoi mepernosiox 6611, uTo 1po Toma-To
u 3abpuiu. A OH, KaKk SABHJINCH Ha CeTep HEe3HaKO-
Mble JIIOAW, IO KOIIaubeMy OObIYal0 YIIEJH C IJIas
OJIO¥, peurms B Jiecy oTcupaerscs. TONIBKO Beue-
POM BOPOTHJICA — M 3acraj mycroit gom. o Toro
pacTepsJics: CTOUT HA KpbBLIbLle, HUYEro IOHATH
He Mmosxer. [louemy Taxk Tuxo? Kyaa mesanuce Ilep
u JIuza? HemagsHo 4TO-TO: BeAb OHU BCErha B 9TO
BpeMs Ha ABOpe urpaiwr!..

On mojomeén K ABepu, mpucaymaiuca. Tummnnal
Kak, mansr u mamsl Toske B nome Her? HeGbiBasioe
neso. Tom mojgHsJICA Ha 3aQHUX Jamax, LapamHyJ
nBepb, MAyKHyJ. He orBopsitor. Ilompo6osan emié
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pa3 mosBaTh, emgé... Hukoro. 1 Tom, oOm:keHHBIR
¥ IOKWHYTHINA, 3abpajcsa Ha CEHOBAJ M JIET TaM
Ha CBE)KeM CeHe.

* % %

Mamuua 6Gose3Hb Tak BcTpeBokmiaa Ilepa
u JIugy, uro um 66110 He Ko Toma. I TopKO moma
Ilep Bapyr BcmomHmuI: Tom ocrancs Ha cerepe!

— INana! Mpr 3a6sum Toma! — 3akpudyan OH,
a y camoro cJ€sbl 1o uexKaMm Oeryr.

TI'nsgs Ha Hero, u JImsa pacmiakajace.

Hago sxe rak: O6ema 3a Gemoii!

Orern; mocrapajici WX yTeUIUTh, obeman B Ouu-
JKaIIe JKe JHU Che3JUTh Ha ceTep, 3abpaTh KOTa.
Mauio-iomasty getu ycrnokownauch. Ceifyac oHM Iipe-
JK/le BCEro AyMaJli O MaMe, OYeHb XOTeJOCh IOCKO-
pee eé yBuners. [uiaBHoe — mama, morom yike Tom!
Ho u pgpyra He 3a6bIBasu, BCE CTapajJucCh IIpej-
craBUTh cebe, KaK OH TaM KHuBET oxaumH. KoHeuHO,
XyaKe Bcero emy 06e3 MoJyioka o0xoauTbcs. IIpUBBIK
Bellb IUTh BBOJIO ¥ yTPOM M BeYepOoM, B Joboe
Bpems paus! Huyero, HampéTca BoAbl M3 kKémoba
BO3JIe capas, Iieé CTaBUJIM MOJIOKO OCTBHIBATH...

Kak-To Tak IOJy4HIOCH, YTO BCE HE MOT Ilama
BeIOpaTh BpeMs CBHE3JUTH 3a kKoroM. To oxHO, TO
Apyroe — 0e3 MaMbl Cpasy XJIOIOT IPHUOaBUIOCH.
Ilep u JIusa cuuTanym OHU, HEe MOIVIM JOMKAAThCA
eé BosBpamieHus. I BOT y»Ke OCTaJOCh TOJBKO JBE
Houu. Houblo Bcero xyske ObLIO: YBUAAT MaMy BO
cHe ¥ mpochinaoTcsa. [IoToM yCHYTH HEBO3MOXHO.
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Hakonenm mama mnpuexana! OHM Jgymanud, 4YTO
eé, emé coBceM cuabyi, IpUBE3yT, a OHAa Kak HU
B uéM He ObIBaJIO CHZeJia B aBTOMAIIWHe, Pas3Be 4TO
ocyHysach HemMHOro u mobsennena. Ilep m Jlusa
Ha pajocTsAX 4yTh He cOumau eé ¢ Hor. Bechb meHB
HE MOIJIM OT MaMbl OTOPBATHCH.

A Korza Hacras Bedep, CHOBA BCIIOMHUJIM IIDO
Toma, 1 Tak ero Kajko... Mama-To JoMa yKe, Te-
nepr Tom Bce MbIcau 3aHsJI. Buasa, kak oropya-
IOTCSL JIeTH, [ama CKasaj, YTO 3aBTpa HEeIpPeMeHHO
OTIPABUTCSA HA CeTep W IPUBE3ET KOTa.

Ewé He paccBeso Kak CleAyeT, KOrja OH CeJl
Ha cBOU Besocunen. K GarakHuky ObLI NpUBS3aH
AIUHHBIA AuuK. Temepb
y:k B KopsauHe Toma He
yBe36lIb: HE IIOMeCTUTCs!
Ilep wu Jiusa BeIILUIK
HA KDBUIBI0 IIPOBOAHUTH
nany. CKOpO OHH OIATH
yBugsarcsa ¢ Tomom!

kok ok

o uyero e IMHHOM
nokasaysack Tomy ara He-
pend... JJHU TAHYJIUCH 4e-
penoii, a Ha cerepe BCE
TUX0, HHM Aymu. Her-Her
fa TOAOMAET K ABEpH
u napanaercs, 30Bér. Hu-
KaKoOro OTBeTa.




OnuH pa3 OH Jajke B OKHO BaIVIAHYJ CHApPYXKH.
Beran Ha 3agHue Janbl, BBITAHYJICA BO BECh POCT
u yBuzen: mycro B pome. ToMm ucmyraicsa, Ao Tex
mop emMy BCEé KaK-TO He BEPUJIOCh, YTO HHUKOTO HET.
Kyna nogesanucey nana u mama? I'me Ilep u JIusa?
HenonsdATtHo...

JKamobuo maykas, Tom momén Ha ceHoBas. OH
Temeps BCE BpeMsi TaM HoueBas. EMy cHmimch Ilep
u JIusa, AyWIKUCTOE MOJIOKO, pbI6a, KOTOPYIO JIOBHJI
Ilep.

Vrpom Tom mpochmancss COBCEM PacCTPOEHHBIH
MU CIycKajcsi K k€no0y Hamutbes Boabl. Ilorom
meég Ha oxory. IIpurauTcs BO3jie MBIUIUHON HODBI
M KJAET, Korga Mblnb Beiiger. Tyr Gosblnoe Teprie-
HHMe HYXHO, a y Toma or rosoga »XHUBOT IIOJBOJHIIO.
IlocuauT-IOCUAUT, HE MOKAETCA AOOBIYM U MIET
K ABEpU — 3BaTh NPOIABIIMX XO3d€B.

* ok ok

Ilomocmeit oTel; Ha Imojg4aca paHbIIe, U BCE
66110 G661 Xopouio. Ho ero omepeauam gBoe Malb-
yumex. J[Ba MOAPOCTKA C COCEJHEro ceTepa IIOILIX
HAa pBIOAJIKY, 3axBaTuB ¢ Co00oii Masokanubep-
HYI0 BHUHTOBKY, KOTOPYIO B3saM 6e3 paspeunreHus.
Ha KpbuLiblle 4Yy»KOro OOMa OHM YBHUMAEIH 3H0pPO-
BeHHOro Kora. OAMH U3 MaJbUuMIIeK IIPUIETUICH
u BolcTpenui. Ilyias momasa B KaMeHHYIO ILTUTY
psizom ¢ Tomom. OH BBICOKO MOANPBITHYJ, IIOTOM
OTPOMHBIMU CKAYKaMHU IIOMYAJICA MUMO KOPOBHHKA
B JIeC.
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* %k

Tne TonpKO He MCKas OTell: Ha CeHOBase, B KO-
POBHUKe, fake IOX JOM 3aIIAHYJ MEXAY KaMHAMH.

— Kuc-xuc! I'me t1? Tom, Tom, BeIXOAM!

Ilocran u3 proK3aka OyTBLIKY MOJIOKA, HAJIHJI
mosiHOe GuIIoAlle M CHOBa CTasl KiauWKarb. ToM He mo-
apnanca. Torga orer; BOLIEN B AOM, 3aTOIMJ IIeUb,
npuroroBua cebe kode. Hapouno He cmemwsi, Ha-
esNICA, YTO KOT eIlé NPUAET. YK OYeHb eMy He XO-
Tesock 6e3 Toma JOMO¥ BO3BpamaThHCH.

Ho BoT m kKode Boimmr. CHOBa OTEI[ BBILIEJT
Ha KPBLIBI0 U NOKJuKaia. IloroM Hajgenx KypTKy
u obomén OnmxHme Jsgyra. Moxker, Tom B 3acazge
Yy HODKHU JIEJKHT, MBIIIb [IOACTEPEraer, Kak JIETOM
6b1BasI0? '

— Tom, Tom, nau cioga! Kuc-xuc! I'me Tb1?

Bor 6exa-to! Hery xora. Bugars, npunércsa 6es
Hero noMoi exarb. WInu He WIMH — TOJIKY YYTh.

Bceé-raku, mpesxze 4eM YXOAUTh, OTeI eI IO-
cuges Ha Kpbuibie. To Tyza, To ciofa HMOTIAAWAT: He
noxkakerca su Tom. VI Ha ceHoBan emé pas moj-
HSJICA, BCE CEHO MePepbLI, XOTA OTIMYHO 3HAJ, UTO
He CTaHeT KOT IPATAThCA TaM B TaKOH ITOTOMKHI
nesb. Koneuno, ne mamén. Torma oH B3siI mUIy
¥ BeIIMIMI A Toma XOox B HapyXHOH [ABepH,
4yTOOBI MOTI' BOWTH, Korja 3axoder. VI3 cTapoil OB-
YHHBI CAeJaJ] Ha KPOBATHU XOPOIIyio mocrenb. Ckia-
AbIBAaeT, YTOOBI IOMsArde OBLIO, & CaM C TPYCTHIO
AyMaeTr o ToM, 4ro Gexmusire ToMy He MUHOBATH 3U-
MOBKHU Ha cerepe. Ox u Tyro emy mocranercs! Oxu-
vaeT He60Ch U OyJeT CTOPOHUTHCA Jogen. OT Takux
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MBICJIE HACTPOEHHE y OTI[a COBCEM HCIIOPTUJIOCH.
Yro oH Temepb JOMa CKayKeT?

A Tom, korma oTel, OTYasSBUINCH, IOEXAJ JO-
MOM, IPUCTAJBHO CJIeJUJI 3a HUM H3-32 KOYKH.
Ilynsa, Koropas yaapuia Tak OJM3KO, W 3BYK BBI-
crpesa Hanyranmum Kora. OH Temepb Gosiicsa delso-
Beka: BApyr onsaTh BeicTpesuT! IIpexne Tom Takum
He O0b1. Ho, mocJie TOro 4TO MPUKJIIOYUIOCH YTPOM,
OH yKe HadaJl JUuYaTh.

w ok ok

Kak ke roppko miakanu Ilep u JIusa, korma
orer; Bepuyics 0e3 Toma! OH um obeman, dYTo
BCKOpE OINATh CHE3AAT Ha CeTep, TOJBKO IOCTIe
9TOrO0 OHM HEMHOr0 yCHOKowiIuch. Jla u Hedero
TPEBOKUTHCS IIOKA: IOroja TEmjaas, JO CHera Ja-
neko. IlpaBma, oOceHb BOT-BOT HauyHETCH, Oyner
Tomy u 3s6K0, u rojoxHo. Huuero, Melmei JOBUTH
OH yMeeT, a TaM, IJIAQUIIb, W IOKpyIIHee H00OBIYA
noaBepuércsi. C NUTHEM, KOHEUHO, XyXKe: Belb OH
NPUBBIK K MOJIOKY. A BIpOYeM, Yero TIOJIOBY JIO-
MaTh: oTblmiercss ToMm, oTel B 9TOM He COMHeBAJICH.
U mama Oblia yBepeHa, YTO OTBHIIIETCH.

Wk ok

Berpeua ¢ manpummikamu Hacroposkmiaa Toma,
OH HUKAaK He pelajcsA MOJOWUTH K Jomy. Bceé-rakm
BeuepoM OH BbILIeJ H3-3a KOpPoBHUKa. Hpmér men-
JICHHO-ME/UICHHO M OIJIAABIBAeTCA II0 CTOPOHAM:
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He crpensor? HakoHen OTBaXXWICA IOAHATHCH
Ha Kpbuibno. Cikayics B KOMOYEK, YTOGBI He IIpHMe-
TUJ KTO, W KAET. BosisHO Kak-HuKak. Ilorom mox-
HsAJICA Ha 3aJHUE JIAIbI, IapamHyJ ABepb, IOMAYKAJ.
Tom uyscrBoBajs, uro Hu Ilep c¢ JIusoil, HM mama
C MaMoif He IIPUYACTHHI K CTPAIIHOMY 3BYKY. 3aCTaTh
6Bl MX JOMa, a YK OHH ero B obuny He manyt. U on
ONATH CTaJ Llapanarb ABEPb, TPOMKO JKAIYSACh.
Bapyr on yBuzen orBepctue. I'mOKuMM 3BepH-
HBIM JBUIKEHUEM CKOJIb3HYJ B JIA3€HKY U OUYTHJICH
B ceHax. Hamén 6ai0fe4k0 € MOJOKOM, KOTOpOe
oTel| MOCTABWJI, X HY JIaKaTh, [Ia TaK JKaAHO, TOYHO
B JKM3HM He mnpo6GosBas. HenoHsATHO, OTKyAa MoO-
noko? Heyxxenn kro foma ects? Tom npucaymamics:
U3 KOMHAThI HU 3ByKa. [[Bepb ObLIa IPHOTBOPEHA,

M OH BOIIEJ. YAWBJIEHHO INOMVIAAE] KPYIOM — €My
BCé He BepmJyoch, 4yto HU Ilepa, Hu JIusdel HeT, HU
mansl, Hu Mambl. M Korza oH yGepmiics, 4TO 3TO
TaK, TO NPOTSXKHO M JKaJI00HO 3amsaykau. Ilorom
NPBITHYJ Ha IIOCTEIb, KOTOPYI0 €My IPUIOTOBHJI
orern. Temno um yrorHO... ToM faske 3aMypJbIKaJ.
M Tak crTpaHHO 3By4YaJO 9TO MYPJBIKAHBE B OIy-
CTeBIIEM JOMe.
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* % %

CHoOBa oTel ImpHe3’kaJ Ha ceTep — M CHOBA Ha-
IpacHo... A TYyT M OCEHb IIOJOCIIeNa: JeJeHAIUH
IOXIb, TOCKJHMBBIA BOM Berpa mox crpexamu. o
TOro CHIPO M HENPUBETHO Ha JBope, 4To Tom
0 MHOTY AHeil B JoMe OTCH)KMBaJCA. Byaro mpu-
XBOPDHYJI — OBIBAaeT TaK C KOTAMH B HEHACTHYIO
MOroAy. Y°K KOrga O4YeHb ToJIO[ JOMMET, BBIHZET
B CEHM, 3aKyCHUT MBIIIKOM, IIOTOM K 2K€I00y — BOZBI
Hanbércsa. HWuorma Tom moaxozma K IycToMy
604Uy M [OJAr0 OOHIOXWBAJ €ro, YAWBIAJICA: The
monoko? Ho xossieB uckaTh y»ke mepecrai. Ilep
u Jlusza, mama u mama — BCe Ky/Ja-TO IIO/€BAJIUCH.
Passe uTO BO CHE MX YBHAUT — M BCIUIAKHET, U Jia-
mamMu nepebupaer, TOYHO GeRaTh XOUeT K HHUM.

* ok k

B ary mpaunyio oceHH0l0 mopy Tom, 4To HHM
leHb, BCE Oojbire awdajy. MBIIIKM IIOYTH IIepeBe-
JINCh, TAKOMY OTPDOMHOMY KOTY €Abl HMKaK He XBa-
Taj0, U OH PElIMJ IONBITATH CYACThA B Jecy. Pasa
aBa MpoGOBaJ INIyXapKy CXBaTHUTh, CAMYIO MAaJOCTh
[IPOMaxHyJICA, M3-IIOA Hoca yuura gobbrda. M amoit
JKe OH JOMOM BO3BPAILAJICA: CKBEPHO HA TOJIOZHBIH
JKEJIYJOK CIIaTh JIOXKUTHCH.

Ho ogHaaspl yTPOM NPHUKIIOYUIOCH TaKoe, II0-
cie uero Tom cray HacTosmuM oxoTHHKOM. K aTomy
BpPEMEHH! OH TaK BHIPOC, YTO €ro MOMKHO OBLIO NpHu-
HATH 3a PbICh. BOT TOJIBKO MeX He PBICHM, Ja yIIn
6e3 KUCTOUEK, ¥ ABIKEHHA He Te.
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o Toro nus Tom mo-HacTosmemMy He BCTpe-
4yaJCsi C JIECHBIMHM 3BEPAMH, pa3 TOJBKO BHUIEI,
KaK [pPOMEJbKHyJa Juca. A TyT, IODKHYB YyTDPOM
yepes JadeiiKy Ha ABOp, ToM y caMOro KpbLIbIa
sacrasn jucy. OHa urpaja MBIIIBI0, KOTOPYIO 31eCh
ke moimasa. OT HEOKUZAHHOCTH OH IIOANPHITHYJ,
(bIpKHYI, a Jguca Gpocmia xoObidy u Ha Hero! Ila
Tak GbICTPO, 4yTo ToM He ycmes oOpaTHO B JIa3edKy
WIMBITHYTh. IIOACKOYMJI BBICOKO B BO3AYX, IIepe-
Jjieres yepe3d pa3bOMHUILY M OINPOMETHIO IOMYAJICH
K KOpOBHHKY. Jluca — 3a Hum!

U3BecTHO: KOT Ha /epeBO, HA CTEHY AEePEeBAHHYIO
CTpeJIOi B3JIETUT, U HU OJHA JIUCA ero TaM He J0-
craner. Ho, Buano, Tom pacrepsics, ¢ pasbery 3a-
Ousics B yroyi, ¥ HUKyzAa emy xoza Her. Temeps yike




BbIOOpA HUKAKOrO, APAThCA HAJ0, KOJIH XOYellb
6bITh KUB! A Jsmca — Osmke, Oivoke, MeNJI€HHO
TakK, OCTOPOKHO... I BApyr mpamo Ha Toma mpsIr-
HyJIa, XOTeJia €My LIel0 Ieperpel3Th CBOMMH 3yOu-
mamu. [la Bexp u o He 3eBas! Kak Hu mpoBopHa
Jmca, KOT emfé mpoBopHee. K ToMy ’ke NPOTHBHUK
el momaJsicsi Ha PEAKOCTh GOJBIION M CUJIBHBIH, Be-
COM HUYYTh He MeHbIIe eé. W moaydmiock, 4To He
gmca Ha Kora, a ToM Juce Ha 3arPMBOK BCKOYHJI
¥ BruicA 3y6aMu, He OTOPBATh.

Yro tyr O6bL10 B KOpoBHUKe — 6oit! JIuca BbLia,
Karajach [0 3eMJie, U Tak M CAK HopoBmiaa Toma
cxsaruth. Kor pBan eé korramu, 3ybamu, B Tec-
HOM CTOMJIe LIepCTh KJI04bsAMH JeTesna. Jluca kak
6emenas 6uiach, BCé crapasack copocuth kora. He
TyT-Tr0 GbLTO! Ero kKortm BnmBaauch BCE ruyOoxke,
CTpallHble IapaluHbl UCIOJOCOBAH JIUCHIO I'OJIOBY.

Kak Hm Oumiace Jjuca, Kak HHM Bu3kaua, Tom
eé He ormyckas. M pasOoiiHWIla He BbIAEp:KaJa,
¢ OVMKMM BOEM KHHyJach HayTéK. Byaro ormenmnas
cTpesia BbLIETeJIa U3 KOPOBHHKA. JTO yJIENEThIBAJA
uepe3 Jyr Juca, KOTOPYIO OCeAJal OTPOMHBINA KO-
Tume. Temepr ToM mpocTO He pemajcsa e€ OTIy-
crurh. Torma pasGoiiHMIIA PUHYJIACH B CAaMyIO Yally
neca, uTo6bl ero cimubiao Berkamu. Eif mocyacrim-
BUJIOCh: HM3KO BHCAIMI cyk 3anenun Toma m or-
6pocus Hasan, a Juca, He OCTAaHABIMBASACH, yMua-
JIach IpPOYb.

Tom rToxke mobGexkan gomoir Ha cerep. Jlobexan
10 KPBLIbIA, CeJ, CTAJl YMbIBATHCH, IPUBOJUTD cebs
B TmopsAnoK. IIoroM IOPKHYJ B AOM U JET Ha CBOIO
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MSATKYI0 IoCcTesab. HecMOTps Ha JKeCTOKYIO CXBaTKY,
y Hero He ObBLIO HM €NWHON IapamuHBI.

C rmoro mHa Tom smcam popory He ycTymad.
U ouum Gyaro sHamw, ¢ Kem umelor peno. Kak mpu-
mersaT Toma, 3a CcTO mIaroB OOXOMAT.

Y1066l He NOruGHYTH C TOJIOAY B ropax, Halo
OBLIO OXOTUTHCH, OXOTHUThbCA Bcepbeés. Benp Tomy
Terepb efbl TPeOOBAIOCH UYTh JIA HE CTOJIBKO XKe,
ckoinbKo peicu. OH oromas, obse3. Mbrimu na He-
CKOJIBKO KPOTOB — BOT M BCE, UTO €My YyAaBaJOCh
100bITh 10 cux nop. M Tom Ha mesble HU, JOTEMHA,
cTaj 3ajeratb B 3acajay, IOJCTeperas B JieCy ITHI,
KOTOpBIE KyIIAJINCh B CHETY.

Ja-zna, BEINAY 3MMOM THUXOHBKO B JIeC ¥ YBUAUIIb,
OBITH MOJKET, KaK IJyXaphb KyIaeTcsi B XOJOZHOM
cyxoM cHery. Bmpouem, dyaime TOJBKO B3MaxH Ts-
JKEJIBIX KPBIJIbEB YCJBIMIAIIL — OYEeHb NTHI@A YyT-
Kas, TPYAHO MOJAONTH HENPHUMETHO. BariusaHu-Ka:
BOH $IMKa, BOH CJIebl U IIepbs TaM, TI/e JIEMKaJ
mIyxXapb, Korga Thl cuyrayJs ero. OH u ceifyac rpie-
HUOYyAb MOGIM30CTH, B 9Ty HOPY IIyXaph HAJIeKO
He yneraer. CuauT Ha JepeBe PAAOM M KAET, KOTAA
TBI YHAEIIb, YTOOBI CHOBA 3aTEATh CBOE KyIaHUE.

IlepBeie Heymauu He obeckypakunu Toma, oH
pemns gelicTBoBaTh xurpee. Cpasy 3a KODOBHH-
KOM CTOSJIM JBe GOJbIINE COCHBI, BO3Jieé KOTOPBIX
Tom mpsitancs B 3acagy. A 4Yro, ecad He3aMETHO
BJIE3TH Ha [ePEeBO U NPUTAUTHCS HA HUIKHEM CYKy?
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1 korza nTHNBI YCTPOAT BO3HIO B CHETY, OH Ha HUX
cBepxy mpsir!..

Pano yrpom Tom momeén tynma, ¥ cocHam. [lo
uero ke cHer Iiybokmit m xomoxuerii! Kor momm-
HYTHO OCTAHABJIMBAJICA U TPAC TO OAHY, TO APYTYIO
sgany. Bor Tak cHer, mpamo ofkuraer, u 6GOJBHO
kak! Ho ronox mopromsin Toma Bmepén, u moHeM-
HOT'Y JIalbl IIPUBBIKJIN.

CosHile 1030J0TMJIO TOpPhI Ha Bocroke. Kpacu-
BBIiI MODO3HBIA [€Hb... Bepé3KM Ha CKJIOHAX OKY-
Tasuch mymucThiM nHeeM. ColHEYHBIE JIy4H JO-
TAHYJIUCH A0 OEJbIX MaKylleK M NPEBPaTUIN HHeH
B CBepKaollue aJMasuKu.

Bor u cocHbl. A MOxeT, nTHIBI yKe 3xech? Tom
BHUMAaTeJIbHO mocmorpesn. Iloka Her... Ilosxkauryit,
JIyd4ille Ta COCHA, YTO IOTOJINE, — X BETBU AJIMHHEIE,
mouTH A0 3eMun cBucaoT. Kak pas moj BeTBAMM
BMATHHBI HA CHeETY, IZile NTHIBI Jexkanu. Tom Ha ca-
MBI KOHeI| BETKU Ipobpasicss U JIET, CJIOBHO CPOCCH
¢ Heit. OT ero TsKECTH OHA Jake 3aKadasach.

Ho o uero sxe smamsl MépanyT! Tom momxas mx
nox cebsi, cOOCTBEHHBIM MeXOM HakKpbLI. Tak-To
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reriee Oyzer. A temeps BHuMaHue! CKOPO JOJIKHBI
MOSBUTHCA NTHIIBL...

W [medCTBUTENBHO: AOJTO XIAATh HE IIPUILIOCH.
ExBa B CHer moj COCHaMH BOHBWJINCH IIepBBIE COJI-
HEYHBIE KOIIbSI, KAK OTKYJa-TO CBepXy Ha OOJIbIIMX
KPaCHUBBIX KPBLIbAX 0ECIIYMHO CIIyCTHJIMCH IVTyXapb
¥ ABe IIyxXapku. Bor cesm, BSMETHYB BHUXDEM CHeT.
Ilox snyyaMu COJHIA HepPbs IVTyXaps OTIMBAJIU TO-
ay6oit cranpio. Biecrenu kapue 6YCHMHKH Ias.

OpHa ¥3 IIIyXapoK IpU3eMJIMJIAch KaK pa3 IIof
TomomM, B crapoil siMke. ¥ Hero pmaxe 3yObl 3acry-
yayiu: ObIBaeT TaKk C TOJOAHBIMHM KOTaMH, KOTAA
OHU pAAOM N00BIYY BUAAT. BecmokoiHo 3aaépraicsa
JUIMHHBIA 4EPHBIA XBOCT...

ToM THXOXOHBKO IIOBEpHYyJICS, YTOOBI ynobHee
ObLIO TpBIraTh. I'ycTas XBOS COBEPIIEHHO CKPBI-
BaJla €ro, W Iriiyxapka HHYero He 3aMeTHJIA.

ToroBo... Tom HampAr HOTHM, YyTh MEPECTYIHJI —
¥ ¢ pasMaxy ymas ITHUIle IPAMO Ha CIHUHY!

" Bor yxke Tom BOOYHUT HOGBIUY IO IiIy6OKOMY
cuery. Tssxémas! To M [eso0 KOT ¢ roJIOBOW IIpOBa-
nuBasicsi B cyrpo6. IIporamuT HEMHOrO — OTJOXHET,
a 3a0[HO KyCOK AWYU IPOIVIOTUT, YK O4YEHb IIPOTO-
nopanca. Tak oH Mango-momany aoGpajncsa ¢ HO6bI-
ueit no poma. Ha KpblLabIe Bo3Jyie Ja3a BBHIYCTHII,
LIMBITHYJI BHYTPb, & YK IIOTOM JIAllO BTAHYJ 3a
co6oif rIyxapky. B ceHAX omATh CXBaTWJ 3yHamMu
1 OTHEC B KOMHATY.

C aroro nua Tom, xorza XoTes mOWMAaTh NTHILY,
IOCTYIaJ B TOYHOCTH, KaK DPHICh: 3aTaUTCA Ha Je-
peBe U mazaeTr cBepxy Ha moObrdy. Yamie BCero aTor
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cr1oco0 IPUHOCHI yady, PeJKO ITULA OKas3hbIBalach
nposopHee ero. Teneps Tomy exst xBaTano. Bor ¢ nu-
ThEM OBLIO Xy2Ke: Boja B kénobe 3amépama. Ho on
U TYT uU3naoBYmMIICH. [TonrKeT JEN M YTOIUT MKAXKIY.

ITox camoe PoskzecTBO IMPUKJIIOUHIOCH HEYTO CO-
BCeM yauBHUTeNIbHOe. ToM yike BCAKUX 3Bepel ycmes
OBHJAATH — 3aiilja U JIUCY, JIOCA U OJIEHs, a BO3Je
PEKH KaK-TO IOBCTPedasics Aaxke ¢ BbIAPOM. Jlosaro
OHM CTOSAJM U IIUIEIN APYT Ha ApYyra, BAPYI BbI-
Ipa HBIDHyJA B JYHKy M ucdedna. Tom paske oTO-
poriesi, He MOT IIOBEPUTH CBOMM IVIa3aM: yIIJIa IIOX
néx — u Hery! HeOoiBasoe memo! ITocie om wacro
NPUXOAUJ HA 9TO MECTO, XOTEeJIOCh €Ilé pas MoCMO-
TpeTh Ha crpaHHOro 3Bepsi. Ho Bbigpa Oosbine He
[IOKa3bIBAJIACH.

A B aror genr Tom BCTpeTusa B Jecy... Koral
Ia-na, OOBIKHOBEHHOTO KOTa. B3bepoueHHOro, TO-
mero, He Takoro Gosbiioro, kak cam Tom, HO Bcé
JKe IIOXOKero Ha Hero u ero marb. OObraHO Tom
BCeX 3Bepeil BCTpeyas IIUIEHHEeM, a TyT IPOMOJIYall.
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Ilarayn Gamxke, ewé... dyxak GBIDKHYJ Ha HEro
u cran nsarutbes. fcuo, apaku He Oyzer. Jla Tom
He XOTeJ BOBCE APAThCS CO 3BEPEM, B KOTOPOM y3-
HaJ moxobue camoro cebsa. Maso TOro 4ro 3amo-
PBIII, €IIé M XPOMOH, BOJOYHUT 3aJHIOK0 JAly...

A c 3THM KOTOM BOT YTO OBLIO: JBa rofia Hasaj
ero 6pocuau Ha cerepe xo3seBa. OHU ObLIM He Ta-
Kue, Kak Ilep m JIusa ¥ UX POAUTENH, OHHU JKHUBOT-
HBIX He Jo0miu. Kora mpuBesiau, TONBKO YTOOBI
MBIIIM B capae He BOJUJINCH, He IMOPTUIU MACJIO
u cblp. OHM Tak paccyXAalu: 3aX04eT BEPHYTHCA
C HHMH JOMO# — XOpPOIIO, OCTAHETCA — TopA MAaJIo;
oMa, B JOJUHE, eIlé JBe KOIIKH eCTb, K TOMY
ke ¢ Koratamu. U yexanu, HU4yTh He 3a60TACH
o cyasbe cBoero Ilemne. OH npucrpactuiacs Opo-
IUTH II0 JIeCy; B JeHb Ilepee3jia BEePHYJICS Be4epOM
Ha ceTep, a TaM yKe IIyCTO, HU AYIIH.

IIpocro auBo, kak Ilese f0 cux 1Op JKUB
ocraycsa. CKOJIBKO pas3 OT JKCHI ejJe HOT'HM YHOCHII,




a ONHaXKAbI 32 HUM KOpUIYH morHajica. CoBceM He-
JaBHO ONATH JiMCa Hamasa. XOpoIlo, ycmes Ha Oe-
pé3y BCKOUMTH, W BCE Ke 3aJHAA Jama, IpaBas,
nocrpagana or 3y0oB pasboiiHunei. OropBaTh He
oTOpBaJia, HO LApaNHyjJa KPEmKo, a TYT eIlé Mo-
pO3BI, ¥ paHa BOCIAIHJIACH.

Y Ilenne yxxe BTopad 3WMOBKa Hayajgach. Mas-
my4unics, 6egHAra, OTOIAN, KOKa Ja KocTH. J[o6bIT-
YUK OH OBbLI HUKYABIIIHBINA, 3a c€0S M TO IOCTOATH
He MOT KaK CJenyer.

Tom cmeno mopmomén k Hemy. Ilese oxoHua-
TeJbHO 0opobes, nayke He mumesa 6oipume. OHHU 1O-
crosuu, obHOXuBaA Apyr apyra. Heoxunanao Tom
3aMypJbIKaJ, IOTEpCA O OeaHATY OOKOM, TOYHO
craporo apyra Bcrperui. [loskasnen on Ilemne, cran
eMy paHy B3aJu3blBaTh, [a TaK YCEPAHO, YTO TOT
eJBa Ha HOTaX YCTOSLI.

Hemuoro morogss Tom moBepHyJCA KPYroM M IIO-
mwén mo Tpone obparHo. Iomoit mopa! Kak 6b1 yBecT:
uyskaka ¢ co6oit? OH omiAHyJICA, MAYKHYJ, TOYHO
rosops: «Ilomumm! Co mHOU TeGe Hedero GoAThCA!»
W uykax Kak OyATO IOHAJI €ro — MeIJIEHHO 3aKOBBI-
JISI CJIEOM Ha TPEX Horax. XoTh W TPYAHO eMy GbLIO
[ocIeBarh, OHU B KOHIIE KOHIIOB JOOpaIuCh IO ceTepa.

BeuepoMm Ha OBUMHE, KOTOPYIO IIara IOCTEJIHI A1
Toma, nexano gsoe; Tom ¢ Kpas, 4TOOBI OXPaHATH
HOoBOro apyra. To U [es0 OH NPUHUMAJICA JHA3ATH
panenyio Hory Ileste, a TOT THXOHEYKO MYDJIBIKAJI.

C Toro AHA ABa OAUYABIINX KOTA CTAJIM AEPKATHCH
BMecre. Beib U JII0AM, KON TPYAHO IPUAETCHA, TIOMO-
raor Apyr apyry. Tom crapajicsa He OCTaBIATH T'OCTA
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Hajoaro ogHoro. HamoBur Mblmieit Ha ceHOBaje U He-
cér B gom. IloemaT BMecTe, NOTOM HAYT K KEI00Y.
3pesuile HeObIBAJIOE: [IBA OJUYABIIMX KOTA, CTOS PsA-
I0OM, OGJIMBBIBAJIU JIeAsHble HATEKU. YTOJNUB JKAXKAY,
BO3BpAlIAINCh B KoM, rae ToM ocrajcs 3a XO3dAHMHA.

* ok k

— ITama, k PookagecTBy TBI HOJIKEH ero IpH-
Bearu! — tBepauau Ilep u Jluza. — Kakoit ke aro
6yzmer npasguuk 6e3 Toma!

Oba 4yyTh He ILIAKAJIU OT OIOPYEHHS.

— On e 3sa6HeT TaM B ropax, — ckasan Ilep.

— WU rosogaer, — noaxsaruia Jlusa.

Tpesora 3a Toma Bcex yrueraia. Bexs BCé paBHO
4uTO YJEeH ceMbu ObLI, a Telepb BOT Ha ceTepe, 3a
MHOI'0 KWJIOMeTpoB ot Jiopeit. Heboch oxmuan yaxe,
K 4esioBeKy 0iu3kK0o He momoiinér. CKOJIBKO ciIydyaeB
M3BECTHO: OCTaBbh KOTA B rOpax Ha HECKOJIBKO HeJelb,
HenpeMeHHO nukum craser. A Tom mosiroza Jozeit
He Bugas. Ilama ¥ MaMa Orop4yajuch He MeHbIIe Je-
reit. Takoit ciaBHBIA KOT M Ha TeGe, B Oemy momau!
Byaro Ge3 Hero Majo »XHUBOTHBIX, KOTOpBIE Gecrpu-
YMHHO cTpajgaoT. IIycTh KOT HEe KOpOBa, BCE PaBHO
yeJIOBeK 3a Hero B orBere. Takoe ke KHBOe Cyle-
CTBO, ¥ YK KOJU B3SJICA — IEKHCh O HEM Kak I0-
nooxeHo. KTo 0 KMBOTHBIX He 3a00THTCS, XOPOIIMM
YeJIOBEKOM He Oy/eT, HEeIOJHOILeHHBIN 9TO YeJIOBEK.

— B kpaiiHem ciy4yae, — CKasaJ oOTel, — IIpH-
[ETcA DPYKbE C coboi B3ATh. Jlyulie 3acTpenuTh
Toma, uemM O0OpeKaTh Ha MY4YeHHUsS U IOTHGENb.
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Yro ryr Gburo! Ilep u JIusa u3 ceGs BHIXOAWIH,
nO0OMBATNCH OT MAambl, YTOOBI JaJ CJIOBO DYXbS He
6paTh, He yOouBaTh Toma!l

— He moiimaems ceifyac — IPUMaHUM JIeTOM, KaK
Ha ceTep IpHeneM, — ckasai Ilep.

U ob6a xpy:xHO 3aKpUYaIn:

— Tonpko He y6uBaii Toma, mamal

— JlagHo, NafHO, He CTaHy, — YCIOKOMJI MX IIama.

Passe emy camomy aToro xoresock? OH BeApb IIO-
yemy npemsioxui: Toma mokasnesn, IOHMMATh HAZO.
Ho pgeru He yHUMAJINCh, TBEPAUIN CBOE: BEDHU UM
KoTa AOMOW K PoxxgecTBy, Aa M TONBKO. A pasBe
9T0 BO3MOKHO?.. Ilama obemiajs: OH CXOAHUT Ha JIbI-
JKax Ha ceTep, HO Jake eCJ IIOCYACTIUBUTCH YBU-
ners Toma, He npumMaHuub ero Teneps. Hebocwh au-
KM cTajl, BCé PAaBHO KaK 3BEPb JIECHO¥!

Kak 661 To Hu 6BLTO, ObGemayn — Hajzo uaru. Ha-
KaHyHe PokzecTBa oTel BCTal Ha JBDKA U OT-
npaBwics B yTh. VI mpumacel 3axBaTui: GapaHun
60k u OyTeLIKy Mosoka. IIycre Tom, koam KuB,
BCTpeuaeT mpasgHUK ceiTeiM! Jlad mis Hero ocras-
JIeH — €eCJU JAOTajajicsi HWCIOJb30BaTh, XOTh CITUT
B Temie. He QO/KEH TAKON CHMJIBHBIM KOT IIPOIIAcTh
c rosogy B ropax, JHIIb Obl €ro Jjuca He 3any-
muna. Bexb paccKaspIBAIOT jKe IPO KOTOB, KOTOPhIE
caMM XOAAT HA OXOTY W IPUHOCAT 00Uy u3 Jsecal
A Tom M Ha KOTa He IIOXOK, TAKOW 3ZOPOBEHHBIN!
Yro emy CTOUT TIyXapKy B3afaBuTh. lloxkamyi,
Cc HUM Ja)ke juca He cupaBurcd. He BcAKmii 3Beph
momepsieTcsi IPOBOPCTBOM C KOTOM, B CXBaTKe OH
SAPOCTHBIM W JKECTOKWII Bpar, ero KOITH CTPAalIHOe
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opyxmue. Cnosom, He cruHer Tom, He mpomnazmér.
A BOT yzacTcsi JY IPUPYYUTH €r0 ONATH — €IIé BO-
npoc. B arom Becsa Gema. C Toro camoro AHsA, Kak
Toma 3a6BLTHM B TOpax, y BCeX AyIia He Ha MeCTe...
3acTaBUJIM BOT CJIOBO JaTh, YTO HE 3aCTPEJIHUT KOTa,
a BeApb Jydire Obl Cpady ero NPUKOHYUTH — AUKAs

JKUBHBb XyX€ CMepTH.

* kK

Boane cerepa orern yBuzen ciaenbl. Bech cHer
BIOJb U IONEPEK MCUYEPTUIU, KOe-THe HACTOAIIne
Tponku mnporontaHbl. OT pafocTH OH UYTh «ypar
"e sakpuuas. JKuB Tom! Oren mnocmemuyg IOLB-
exaTh K JOMY: BADPYT KOT TaM — TOTAa 3aKpbLI Ja3,
u roroso, He yiigér. Kak 61 Hu oguuan Tom, Bcé
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pasHo cupasaoocs! Onacuo? Huuero, numsb 651 Ha
PoxpectBo kot 6b11 qoma, y Ilepa m JIusel. Topo-
IUIMBO CHUMAs JIBIKY IIOAJE KDPbLIbIlA, OTEI[ AyMaJl,
4TO0, ecau OBl MOKHO A€HbraMH IIOMOYb, OH GBI JIIO-
Oy ueny gasx — samony4utb 661 Toma momoit. Emé
pas [oCMOTpeJ: BCE INPABUJIBHO, CJIEAbl CXONATCH
Ha JIOPOKKe, KoTopas BeJET K Jasy B Aepu. Temepsb
CHSATH PIOK3aK, IPUKPHITH UM OTBEpCTHeE... I'oTOBO.
U oH pBaHyJ IBEpb, XOTEJ BCKOYUTH BHYTPb U TOT-
yac 3axJONHYTh e€ 3a coboil. Kakoe tam! B ot
JKe MHUI' 4TO-TO IOPKHYJO y HeEro MeXAy HOTaMH,
KaKOW-TO 3Bepb NPBIKKOM O4YyTHMJCA Ha cHery. Tak
OBICTPO 9TO CJIYYMJIOCH, YTO OTEl HE YCHeJd U Py-
KOW IOUIeBeJbHYTh. 3BepPh BbIOpasics u3 cyrpoba —
Hy Ja, KOT, HO Kakoii-to apyroi, e Tom, BOT Te
ua! He6osbimoro pocrouka, rpyab U *KUBOT Oesble,
TOJIBKO ciuHA 4épHasg. ONOMHMBIINCE, OTEI] I03BAJ
ero: «Kuc-kue-kuc!» — ¥ IpOTAHYJN PYKy K KOTY.

W 1yr oH OKOHuaTeIbHO pacrepsica. M3 ca-
pas Boimes... Tom, cam Tom! OrpoMHbIN, YEPHBINH,
BABOE GOJIBbIIE 3TOr'O TOINEro KOoTUinKu! ¥ oTia maxe
roJIoC IPONAaj OT HEeOKHMJAHHOCTU: CTOUT, CMOTPHUT
¥ CJI0Ba BBIMOJIBUTH He MOKeT. 3amaral GbLIo
1m0 TIy0OKOMY CHery K MeHbIIEeMY KOTY, BADYT
ocraHoBwics, misaaa Ha Toma. ToyHO TONBKO ceit-
yac Z0 Hero JOILIO, 4TO 9TO AeictBuTessrHO Tom,
He NpUBHUJEHUE KaKoe-HUOYAb.

— Tom, Tom, Korume noporoit, Tom, uau ciozxa!

V¥ otua pase rosoc 3agpoxkan. «Heyxro He moii-
MéT, uro a ¢ nobpom? A?! Benp moma Ilep u Jlusa
TaK ero KAyT!»
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A Tom cJIOBHO OKaMeHeJ, JUIIb 3payKd TO pac-

WHAPATCH, TO CY3ATCH.

Bapyr kakoe-TO JBHIKEHHE: dTO Uy»K0il KOT 6po-
cuwiaca HayTéK. OrpOMHBIMH CKayKaMH 4Yepe3 CHer
K KopoBHUKy. Oren cpasy HOPHUMETHJ, YTO y TOTO
HeJIaJHO C 3aJHeH JIamoi.

— Bexgusara! — BeIpBasoCh y HEro.

Tyt u Tom He Boigep:kai. Ilpuces, Bech coxancsa —
NPBIKOK, €Ié, AOTHAJ 4Yy)KaKa, U BMECTe MUMO KO-
POBHUMKA OHHU IPUIYCTHUJINCH B JeC.

C Oosipio B ceplie OTell IPOBOXKAJ MX B3IVIALOM.
Pasok-apyroii OxaukHysa emé Toma, IIOTOM BOLIET
B JJOM, PACTONMJ II€4b, IIOCTABMJI BORY IJis Kode...
Ara, OBUMHOM IIOJIb30BAJUCh — HA HEH M BOKPYT Heé
Komauui Bosioc. W1 To JnaxHO, 3HauymT, ToM Hamén
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cBOIO mocTenb! A UyMKakK, OTKyza Obl OH HHU B3SUICH,
Bcé-Taku Apyr, Tomy He Tak oguHOKO. BoT u xXopomio...

Ve maBHO NOMOM mopa, a OTel BCE eIlé Meml-
KaJI, BCé Hajgeancd, 4yTo ToM IOKa)keTCA M MOXKHO
6yner ero mpuMaHWTh. HO KOTHI He IOABJIAIUCH,
HHU TOT, HA Apyroi. JlagHO, XOTh TO yTelleHUe, YTO
noGpeie BecTH npuBe3éT. TOM KUB-30POB, CBHITBII
Ha BuA. EcTh mpuoT, ects Apyr-roBapuul. W BbI-
XOIUT, IIOKA PAHO HAJEXKAY TepATH.

Orer; gocras 0OJIBIION HOMK M paspesasn OapaHUit
6ox. Ha mosy Bosyie IMEYKH IIOJIOKHUJI KYCKH MsdAca.
Psjgom Girofne moCTaBUII, HAIMI MOJOKA. Jpy3bam
He IPUIETCA rOJOAATh B IIPa3JHUK!

Iomoit orer; mén He Topomnsch. Ilaganu Gosbiine-
6oJbLINEe CHEXXUHKH, COBCEM IMOGEIUIN eMy ILIeYH.
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Tuxo B jecy, Hu 3BykKa. OH
gagymayici, ¥ HOTH IILIH
caMu, a PyKHd CaMU B3MaxXu-
panu mankamu. Orer Ilepa
u JIussl MI00MT KUBOTHBIX.

* %k

Beuepom, y:ke B cymep-
KaX, KOTBI OCTOPOXKHO IIOJ-
Kpanuch K cerepy. Jlydire
6brTe Haueky! Ilemre naBHO
ycres 1mo3abbITh UYesoOBeYUi
roJioc: BeJb y HEro HUKOIJAA
He GBLIO APY3eil — MaTbuuKa
¥ JEeBOYKHU, KOTOpBIE 3a60TH-

ﬁ ) ek 061 0 HEM. A ¢ Tomom

YTO-TO CTPAHHOE TBOPHJIOCH:
u 6OsI3HO, U B TO K€ BPEMs YTO-TO IIOJy3abbiToe
POAMJIOCH B IAMSATH, KOrZAa OTeI] TaK JACKOBO 3BaJI
ero. He nycruces Ilenne HayTéK, OH, MOXeT, U He
nobexkan ObI — Takoe NPHUATHOE YYBCTBO BBI3BAJIA
B HEM uyesioBeuecKas peub. EMy Jake IOYyIUINCH
emié JBa JAJEKUX rojoca, MOTOHBIIE; Belb CKOJIBKO
pas ero kiaukamu Ilep u Jlusa... Tombko dTO OH
¥ NOMHWJI Temepb, a Kak JeTH Gpaju ero Ha PyKH,
maguian — 3absui. Byaro crena orropoamia Toma
oT mnpouuibix cobbrtuit. CeromHs, Korja OTeI[ ero
kaukain: «Tom, Tom!» — B 3TOi cTeHe CJIOBHO OT-
BOPMJIMCH BOPOTA, HO TYT JK€ CHOBA BaXJIOIHY-
auck, ensa Ileme moGesxkan. W Temeps uem Oumoxe
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K aBepu, TeM cuibHee TpeBoxkuiaca Tom. Yro, ecim
B some ecTh Kro? IlaxHeT ZbIMOM...

U 60sa3H0, U X04eTcs, YTOOBI KTO-HUOYAH OBLI;
BOT Bexb 4To crpaHHo. OGa KoTa 3amMepiu IIe-
pen ABepwio, mpucaymanuck. Tumwusaa. IOprryIn
B Jia3, IIOCTOSIJIM IIepej BTOPOX ABEPHIO, HO MSACHOM
IyX ObLI TAKMM 3aMAHYMBBIM, YTO OHM IIOCIIELININ
BOMTH ¥ CTAJ¥ YIHUCHIBATH JKapeHylo OapaHUHY.
A mocie Tom 3a MOJIOKO IPUHSAJCA, COBCEM Kak
B Obuible BpemeHa. IIpéT, a cam HeT-HeT [a MOAHU-
MeT TOJIOBY — MJISIAUT BO BCE CTOPOHBI, IIPHUCIIYIIH-
Baerca. CHoBa emy ciubimaiioch: «Tom, Tom!»

* %k

— Kak tam mHam Tom cerogus? — Oecrnoxomyiach
Jluza. — Heysxenu B jecy mpasgHUK BeTpedaer?

ToNBKO YTO KOHYMJICS IPASKHUYHBIN Y:KHUH, IIpeJ-
CTOSLI XOPOBOJ, BOKPYT €JIKH. YCJIBIIIAB, KaK XOPOIIO
Tom ycrpomscs Ha cerepe, Jluza u Ilep o6Gpamo-
Basuch. Huuero, uro mama He CMOT €ro IIOMMATh.
T'naBaoe — ToM KMB ¥ NOJIYYHUJ POXJIECTBEHCKOE
yromeHue. A JIeTOM OHU CyMeIOT €ro IPHMAaHUTB!

— Koneuno, B mome! — OTBETHJI OTeIl.




U mama gob6asuia:

— CerogHsi OH BMeCT€ CO CBOMM JADPYTOM BIOBOJb
Msca MOeCT, HAMbETCS MOJIOKA. ByaeT y HUX Ipasf-
HUK He XysKe, 4eM y Hac!

Ilep u JIuza yubibanuck. KoHumiuck Bce Tpe-
Boru, npuaér mopa — Tom omsaTs Gyzer soma! ITep
HUYYTh He COMHeBajica B dToM. Ilama m mama co-
IIaCUJIKCh: MOJI, KOHeYHO, Oyner. Ho o3aboueHHbIE
B3IVIAABI, KOTOPHIMH OHM OOMEHAINCH, T'OBOPHJIA
uHoe. Begb 9TO MOYTH HEBO3MOXKHOE JeJI0 IPHUDY-
YUATH OAWYABLIETO KOTA...

* %k

Ilesse coBceM BBIBAOPOBEJ, paHa Ha 3agHER
Jlane 3aTsAHYJIaCh, YYTh-4yTh TOJIBKO IPUXPAMBIBAJI.
Becw nens on BMecre ¢ Tomom 1o jiecy Opoams, HU
HA MHUI' C HUM He paaiydaycs. Tom ObLI aramMaHOM,
Bcerga Inés Buepexu. 3a ero crnuHou Ilenne 4ys-
cTBoBaJ cebsi CIIOKOMHO, Beab Tom HHYero He cTpa-
IIMWJICS, pasdBe IOJOBOM IIOBEAET, €CIU MeJIbKHET
3a JepeBbsIMM DBDKHE Jucuit xBoct. IloHavamy-to
Ilenne B3gparuBan u Opocajica Ha OJMIKAWIIYIO
cocHy miau Oepédy. Ho morom OH mpHUMeTH], YTO
sucel He cMmeloT Ha Toma HamajgaThk, W IepecTa; Tak
6osiTbesi. Benb OH Ha cebe HMCHBITAN CHIY JApyTa,
KOrZa OHHM aoMa 3areBasu Bo3HIO. Koneuno, Tom
ero IIyTs TY3WJ, AJs IOTeXH, Ja YK OOJBHO Jama
TsKénas, [leisie oT ero TymMaka KyBBIDKOM JIETe.

A omuaxkaer Tom BcTpeTwsa B Jjiecy 3Beps, KOTO-
PBIA OKAa3aJCsi HOCUJIbHEE ero...
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B TOT HeHB ApY3bA OTHpaBWIMCH Ha oxory. Or-
TemesJb ¥ MEJKWHN JOMKAb CHEJIM IIOYTH BECh IEDPBBIM
CHEr, 3aTO CBEpXy 3acThLIa TBEpJAdA KOPKAa, II0 KOTO-
POii KOTHI MOIVIM UATH He mpoBasiuBasch. Kak Bcerna,
sBrepenu Tpycus Tom; Ilesie ceMeHM CIefoM, Takoi
MaXOHBKUU DPSZOM CO CBOMM POCJIBIM JPYIOM.

Bapyr Ha Tpome mepejy HUMH — 3Bepb. Kak us-
mog 3eMyu BeIpoc. JIpysss ocraHOBHMiMCh. BoT Tak
yynosuige! Pocra HEBBICOKOTO U JJIMHOM He GojbIe
Jucel. 3aT0 Kakoe rpyboe, IJIOTHOe CJIOXeHHe, I'o-
JIOBa ILIOCKAs, TOJICThIE, KOCMAThle JIalbl...

Beiruys cnuny, Tom samumes, jgake B ropie
YTO-TO BaKJOKOTAJO0, W IPUNAJ K CHEry, CoKajcs,
a roJIOBY BIEDPEA BBITAHYJ, U IJIa3a ero cTaau 6oJb-
mumu, Kénrbimu. Ilente, cToA 3a HHMM, PBICKAT
BO BCe CTODOHBI BBIVIAJNOM, H3MeDAJ PacCTOSHUE
no Oumkaitimero gepeBa. UysAsn OH: HaJBUTraeTcs
rposuas onacHocTb. Xorb Ilenne He Bumes mpexne
3TOr0 3BEPs, HO UYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO OH IIOCTpAIIHee
mucel. A Tom, moMHs cBow mobexy HaJ JHUCOM, HU3-
roroBUJIcs K cxBaTke. [U1aza ero crajm emé xeiree,
BBICYHYJIUCH KPUBbIE KOITH...

ITo cux mOp CTPAHHBIN 3BEPh CTOA HEIOABUAKHO,
"He cBojsa a3 ¢ Toma. Bapyr Tpomyicsa ¢ mecra
¥ moméa mpAMO Ha Hero. M mOXo#Ka-TO HeoObId-
Hadg, CKOJb3AINasg, He TO UAET, He TO OeKuT.

Buamxe, ommxe...

ToM TOYHO BPOC B CHET, IJIa3a ero MeTaJau MCKDHI.

A 3Bepb CJIOBHO He IPU3HABAJ HUKAKOH OMaCHO-
ctu, 3Hail HacTymaer, MeTs MexoMm cHer. OH 6yzaro
IJIBLT, KAa4asch HA TOJICTBIX JIANax.
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Tom Hampsrcs... IIpspkok! CioBHO pacmpaBu-
Jach crajbHas npyskuHa! M B3pEIB — 9TO KOrza
Ba 3BepA BCTPETHJINCh. SaKPy)KUJINCh, 3aBepTe-
JINCHh KOJIECOM II0 CHEry B BHXpPe KJIOYbeB Liepctu!
A Tlenne cTpesioil MeTHYJICA BBePX IIO COCHe.

Busr, Boii, pbluaHUe...

Bursa npogoikanack — He pasbepéms, rae Tom,
rae 3Bepb. U yiKe KpacHble IIsiTHA Ha cHery. Bue-
3aIIHO OAWH M3 IPOTUBHUKOB BHIPBAJICA M3 CXBATKU
u Baseren B Bo3ayx. Tom! Cnacasicb Gercrsom, oH
punysncsa B jec. Ilemne — 3a HUM, COCKOYHUB C Je-
peBa. A 3Bepb BCTPAXHYJICA U 3aTPYCHJ BJOTOHKY
3a Koramu. Ha IJIOCKOI rosioBe Mexx yuiei ajesa
KPOBB.
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Tom u Ilenne, He Tepad BpPeMeHHU, IIMBIIHYJIA
B cBOi a3 B aBepu. Korma 3Bepp mogmocmen K ce-
Tepy, OHH CHIeJH y)Xe Ha uyepiake. 3BepPb IIOHIO-
XaJI IBepb, CYHYJI ILIOCKYIO T'OJIOBY B IBIDY, CHOBa
noHoxan. Kamerpku KpOBU Majalu C ero MOPABL
Ha KaMeHHYI0 IJINATYy Kpblabna. OH He OYeHBb-TO
OBLI PACIIOJIOXKEH IIPOZOJIKATH APaKy, a M He Ipo-
J1e3Th, BEJIMKOBAT IJIA TAKOTO JIa3a.

3Beph elIé IIOCTOAJ, HIOXasd U CIU3bIBAA KPOBb
¢ mopzabl. ITotom mobexxkan mpoyb CTPAHHOHM TpyC-
0¥, MeTsI MeXOM CHer.

Pocomaxa — BOT KTO 9TO OBLI.

ITocne cxBaTKM € POCOMAxoil — CaMBIM CHJIb-
HBIM ¥ OIIACHBIM M3 BCEX JIECHBIX XUIIHUKOB — Tom
u Ilessie MHOrO AHEN He BBIXOAWJIM U3 JOMA.

IuuaHas mIyOOKas paHa IPOTAHYJIACh BAOJIb
cousbl Toma. OH u Ilemsne momepeMeHHO 3aJIM3BI-
Banu eé. CTpaiiHbIii KOrOTh POCOMAaxM TaKOH CJex
OCTaBUJI, 4TO IpPOCTO uyno, kak Tom Beikmi. Ilep-
Bble OHU 1ocje 60s OH GBI COBCEM ILIOX.

Korzma ke oHM HakKOHeI CHOBA BBIILIM Ha OXOTY,
Tom y»xe He OBLI TAKMM CaMOyBepeHHBIM. BHuma-
TEJHHO CMOTDEJI BO BCE CTODOHBI: He IOKaKeTCd JIK
cepblil 3Bepb C IJIOCKOM T'OJIOBOM M TOJICTHIMH KOC-
MaTBHIMK JlalaMu. 3Bepb, KOTOPBIH B JeCATh pas
XWTpee JUCH W B ABaAuarh pas cuiabHee eé. He
TaK YK BEJHUK POCTOM, & MOXKET YOMTOro OJeHEHKa
¥ JeCATb U JBaJIATh KHJIOMETPOB TAUIUTh!..
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Bo BpeMs 0oHOM M3 CBOUX BbLIa3oK B Jyec Tom
u Ilesnsie mpuMeTnau Ha GOJBIIONA COCHE IOTEIIHOIO
3BepbKa. Jl0Iro OHU IIAfend, KaKk IOPKHI KOMOYEK
6BICTPO CKaueT ¢ BeTKM Ha BeTKy. Bapyr Tom kak
COpBETCS ¢ MecTa — U K COCHE, W IIOPK, IIOPK KOT-
TSMU, BBEPX IO CTBOJY DHHYJICA, Pasfgupas Kopy.
Hepskuch, 3Bepymka! Jlobpasca Ko ImepBOro cyka
¥ 3aIphIraj] ¢ BETKH Ha BETKY.

A Gesnka (9T0 OHa ObLa) A3BIKOM LIENKAET, TOYHO
noxGanpusaer ero: «Iasait! Iasaitl» [nuHHBIH Oy-
DI XBOCT JIEXKUT HA BETKe, TaK KPACHBO pacCIy-
mrmesi. Timaza Toma orHéMm meutanu: ceidyac s teba!
Bor y»x coBcem GIM3KO, OAHUM IIPBIKKOM HOCTaTh
MOJKHO, a 00JIbHO rycTo BeTKH pactyT. Huuero, He
yiunér. He snan mam Tom, 4yro 3a coszanue Oeska,
JI0 CHX IIOp He BCTpedYas HU pasy.

U BOT yKe OCTAJIOCh TOJBKO JIANy HPOTAHYTH.
Bapyr Genka — mpeir! JleTuT B BO3AyXe, XBOCT
mMemioi. Mur — oHa yKe Ha Jpyroi BeTKe, ropaszio
BbIIlE, U ONATH A3BIKOM IPHUIIETKUBAET, TOYHO
ApasHUTCSA. A mouemy el M He MOAPA3HUTH KoTa?
OHa BeJIMKOJIEIIHO 3HAaJIa, YTO €My 3a Hedl HUKaK He
nocners. Her TOro 3Bepsi, KOTOPBIi yrHajuca Obl 3a




6Genkoil Ha JgepeBe. BoT ecsm OHa CIYCTHTCA BHU3
Ha 3eMJII0, TaM JHuca H JApyrue XWIMHUKH MOTryT
JIETKO €€ CXBaTHUTh.

ToM OmATH CTAJ IMOAKPAABIBATHCA K IIPOKA3HUIIE.
Paccepamics, pemInya XUTPOCTHIO B3ATH, ABUTAJICH
TUX0He4YKo. Kakoe TaM: B mOCJIefHUI MOMEHT Oeska
mwMbIrHYJIa emé Bbime. CHAMT HAa BeTKe M TaK IIPO-
THBHO IENKaeT, 40 ToMm OT 3s0cTH 3y0aMu 3acTy-
yasi. Kto 66 MOr mopyMaTs, YTO 3TaKyl0 MaJfaBKY
Tak TpyAHO mnoimars! OH cHOBa 3a Heil — ONIATH
YJIU3HYJIa, efBa OH JIally 3aHEC, YTOOBI CXBATHUTh €€.
BricTpo, Kak BeTep, B36Gexkasa Ha CaMyl0 MaKyIIKy
nepeBa, mapamas KOpy MaJeHbKMMH KOTOTKaMH.

Hy xopomo xe! CHIbHBIA M JIOBKMHA KOT MeT-
Hysacs caenoM. Ha xomy HPHKMHYJ B3IVIALOM: BCE,
monasnacs! BBepxy BeTKH cOBCeM KOPOTKHeE, HUKyIa
He J[eHeUIbCs, OAWH IIyTh: BHU3 IO cTBONY. VI GBITH
rebe y Toma B 3ybax!

Jlerko Tak, urpamoyu, GesKa BBHICKOYMJIA HA KO-
Hen, camMoii BepxHeil Berku. 3a Heit! Tom wuso-
THYJICS [Jif IOCJEeJHEero, peHIaloliero IPbIKKA.
PbIBOK — [JIMHHOE KOLIaYbe TeJO paclacTaJloCh
B BO3JyXe, Jalbl BHITAHYTHI: cXBaTUTh! M B TOT XK€
mur GesKka oTopBasach OT AepeBa, IJIABHO, KPACHBO
mmpoJieTesia, PyJis XBOCTOM, M OIYyCTHJIAch Ha COCel-
Hell CocHe.

Tom ymas Ha TO caMOe MeCTO, OTKy/Ja IPBLITHYJ,
HO TYT BeTKa I[OJAJACh IIOJ €ro TAMXKeCThbIO, W IIO-
JleTeJl OH BHH3, TOJIBKO B ymIax 3sacBucreyo. [le-
CATH METPOB JieTeJ, CO Bcero maxa — B cHer! BsI-
CKOUMJI M3 Cyrpo6a, yIIu, 1jiasa, yCcbl — BCE CHEIOM
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ob6nenmio. A Genka 3Hail cebe IETKaeT Ha cocex-
Heil cocHe. U mpsIraer, CJIOBHO ILIAIIET, PACIyCTHB
CBO#M XBOCT.

ToMm nake He cTay IVIsAeTh HA HeE, 10 TOTrO ObLI
cKoHGYKeH. Bech cxxasca U mMob6pén KoMoil Ha ce-
Tep, COMPOBOXAaeMblii BepHbIM [lesie.

* ok k

3umMa B pasrape: AHM KODOTKHE, HOYHU [IOJTHE,
TéMHBIe, TpecKyumit mopos. Ilox cryméno wmepra-
OIIUMYU 3BE3aMK 3BYYUT MPOTSKHBIN, TOJOJHBIN
JINCHIA BOW; CpeAM CKaJl, OKPBHITHIX HATEKAMH JIbAA,
JKYTKHM ToJIocoM yxaer ¢uianH. C KpyToro ropHoro
CKJIOHA [JOHOCHUTCH MsyKaHbe pbicd. CHAUT TOJOA-
Hasi Ha CeJ0M COoCHe, IocepeOpEHHOIT MOPO30M, APO-
JKHT OT CTy»KHu, N00bIU4y mojcreperaer. B ary cry-
NEHYI0, MPauHyI0 IOPY, KTO MOI, BCE€ IO CHEroM
3axopoHuiauck. Kpynsas audsb
B JIECHOM dallle YKPbLIACh: BCE
K He Tak xonoxHo. Yy! Omars
PBICHI KDHK, XPHUILIBIH, XKe-
CTOKMH, W B3allYUIIKy II0J 3a-
CHEXEHHBIM KyCTOM JPOXKb
ObET OT cTpaxa.

Ox, He ciagKas JKU3Hb AU-
KHAM KOTaM, KOIZla HEeYero ecThb-
nuts!.. Xyasle AHA HACTYINAIA
JUIsT ceTepcKux xureneid. Jlsa-
I'yT HA OBYMHE, IPUJIBHYT APYT
K APYry, a KHIIKA OT ToJIoja




cgoputr. Xopouo emE, o0a IPUBHIKIN, 4YTO pas
Ha pas He mpuxoaurcsa. Koe-kak nmepeOMBanCh, HET-
HeT Ja Momagércs Kakas-HuOyAb Mblb. Eciau ke
COBCEM HEeBMOYb CTaHOBUJIOCh, Tom um Ilesure mumm
B Jiec. KoHeUuHO, B TaKO# MOpO3 HEJIEIKO IITHUILY BBI-
CMOTpEeTh, OHA YK€ He «KyIlajach» B CHery, Ooblre
oA rycThIMu AepeBbsaiMu npsraitack. Ho Tom HoOByIO
XHATPOCTH OCBOMJI: OGOWZET BOKPYT JepeBa M, KOJIH
NPUMETAT Yy CaMOro CTBOJIA IVIyXapKy Jubo Kypo-
matky, BADPYr NPBITHET B IIPOCBET MEMKAY BeTBEW,
HAIyraer NTHIYy, OHA B3JIETUT, 3a0bETCA B Cy4bdAX,
TyT eé u sou! ITorom Bmecre c Ilese mo ouepenu
BOJIOKYT 10064y momoit. OHO#M TIiyXapKy XBarajo
MM Ha HECKOJbKO AHei. [[oma yrke Bechb IOJ OBLI
yChIllaH OOIVIOZAHHBIMU KOCTOYKAMH.

IInaun Kak OOBIYHO — JIMBAJTIW JIEN B 3aMEp3iieM
skémobe. A ecau BBIAACTCS JeHb IOTeIUIee, IOATaeT,
yIaBajJoCh U BOAWYKHU IOJAKATH.

Oxorsach, Tom u Ilemre ¢ KaabIM pasoM 3axo-
WK Jajiblie B ropbl. Bosse cerepa yike BCA NTHIA
nepesesnack. CaummkoM O0eCIOKOWHO: HM B CHery,
HU II0J] [ePeBbsIMH HET CllaceHusd OT KotoB. M BOT
nyaabiMu  Bedepamu Tom m Ilesme mumm BBEpX
o peuke, IO JIbLY, WHOTAA CBOpauuBas Ha Geper.

ITo uero e KPacMBO — peKa 3MEeUTCs TOYHO cepe-
OpAHasA JIeHTa, TYT U TaM HCYepYeHHasd 3yOdaThIMu
TeHAMU ejieii. VI Becesio: Ha OJeCTAIEM JIBAY JIAIIbI
IIOMUHYTHO Pasdbe3’KaJuCh B Pa3HbIe CTOPOHBI.

Opuaxkasl Tom u Ileste 3abpesnu ocobeHHO na-
JIeKO BBEpX 110 JOJIMHE, [IOIAaJX B He3BHAKOMBIE MecTa.
3pmech 110 06e CTOPOHBI PEKH OBIIO MHOTO CeTepOB.
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B mycThIXx KOPOBHHMKaxX Jpy3bs IIOMMalIu He-
CKOJIbKO MblIllIeli. A Ha OZHOM ceTepe IIPOoOpaINCh
yepe3 pasbuTOe OKHO B JOM U INOIMPOBAIU KUJIb-
aM#u, KOTOPBIX [PUBJIEKJIX KOPKH ChIpa M ApyTHe
o6benku. OT BHE3aHOTO HAIafeHWA MBIIIM DPac-
TePSAJINCH, 3aMeTAJUCh 10 IIOJy ¥ OfHA 3a APYroi
[ONAJINCh B JIANIBI KOTAM.

Yepes TO Ke OKHO [APY3bd BBICKOUHIN HAPYXKY
¥ IPOROJIKWJIN CBOE IIyTelIecTBHe IO JbAY, IO IIe-
peauBaM JIyHHOro cBera. Ho 4TO 3TO — KaKOH-TO
HeoObrunbli 3amax? Tom u Ilesute 3amepsu, HOTH-
HYJIZ HOCOM BO3AYX...

3anax IPUHECJIO BeTepKOM ¢ Gepera, TaMm CTOSJI
cerep, M3 TPYOBI KOTOPOrO eIlé CTPYWJICA ABIMOK,
XOTA TONWJIM HECKONBKO 4YacoB Hasah. ToM y3HAT
3amax, ¥ ONATh B HNAMSTU €ro BO3POAWJIOCH NABHO
3abbpiToe. CIOBHO KTO-TO OKJHKHYJ €ro u3 6Gecko-
"euynoi mamm: «Tom, kmc-xuc, Tom, uam croxal»

U oH momiés K ceTepy, YacTo OCTAHABIMBAACH U JIOBA
HecabnHble royoca: «Tom, uau cioxa, ckopeit, Tom!»

Bor oH y;Ke Ha KPBUIBIE, CTOWUT, [IPUCIIYIINBA-
erca. B pome TummHa, 3amax CHJIbHEE IIPEIKHETO.
ToM BAOXHYJ BO3LYX C JBIMKOM H CHOBa YCJBIIIAT
3oB: «Hau cioma, Tom, Kuc-Kuc!»

ITenne cumen moomanb. OH HUYEro He CJIBINIAN.
Ero sror 3amax TOJBKO IIyrai.

* ok ok

Kro cpexm 38umbl o6ocHoBasici Ha cerepe?
Oxoruuk Type, Kro ke emé! O J06HI HAZOJIrO
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3abpaTbCA B TOPBI; 3aXBaTUB ¢ cO00# DyXb€, Kar-
KaHbl, CHJIKHM, IePEeXOJUJI C ceTepa Ha ceTep U He-
IeJAMH IOMOM He Bo3Bpamajics. JIIOAU TOJIBKO AH-
BIUINCh, KAK €My TaM He CTpaurHo ogHoMmy. Iomser
Ha JIBDKaxX 1mo Gyrpam ja Imo cKaJjam, H0Jro JU HOTy
caomarb? A B ropax, BJaJieKe OT ceja W JIOJAEH,
mepejoM HOrM — 3TO e BepHas cMmepTs! Cocemm
eMy TaK ¥ TOBOPHJIM: MOJI, HE XOAU B ONUHOYKY,
nponazéms. Jla pasBe ero ypesoHuIIb... Type Ha-
nesiics Ha cebs M Ha CBOM CHJIBI, JIIOOMJI XOZUTH
cam 1o cebe, 6e3 IOIyTYUKOB.

A OXOTHMK OH OBbLI CJIaBHBIH, JIOOOMY HM3BECTHO.
Hu pasy emé He BO3BpaIlayca AOMOM C IIyCTBIMH
pyKaMu, 0 nTune Guia BIET mouTH Oe3 mpomaxa —
KOHEYHO, €CJ¥ PACCTOsSHHe He CJIMIIKOM OoJbImoe.
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Wspanu, Haynady CTPEJATHh He JIIOOWJ, 3pA IIOpOXa
He mnepeBoxwi. Type BooOIIe He KaJoOBaJ PpacTo-
yuTenscTBa. BEAbpl Opas ¢ cofoil caMyio MaloCTh:
HECKOJIbKO OyxaHOK xJie6a, IaTOKH HEMHOIo, KH-
sorpaMmMm MaprapuHa. Hepeako ciaydanoch 3ajep-
JKaThCA B Tropax Jgojblie, 4eM OBLIO 3aJyMaHO.
Konuurcsi matoka, KOHUMTCA MaprapuH — ecT Cy-
xoit xie6. A nmorom u xie6 Bech Bhiizer. Huuero,
Type He HPONAAET: 3a’KapPUT Ha YIVIAX 3aina WUiau
psabuMKa — BOT U mepeOuics.

3aTo MAET AOMOM C OXOThl — W NTHULY, W 3ail-
ueB Hecér. Pas pmake pocomaxy HOOGBLI, XOpouLIue
JIeHbI'M 38 Heé BBIPYYMJI U OTJIOXKHUJI BIPOK. Jloam
TOBOPHUJIM, Y HEro yke HeMaJlo HaKOILJIEHO.

Broas pex m peuyimek Type KamkaHbl CTaBHII
Ha BbApY. IIIKypka BBIADHI JOPOro CTOMJA, a OH,
Kak 3uUMa, TPHU-YeThIpe LIKYPKU AO0yZeT, 9To YK
TOYHO.

CerofHsa OH TOJIBKO IIOJ Be4ep C Irop CIYCTHJCH,
3a JIeHb O TOTO yMasJCd, YTO He CTaJ Jayke KalKa-
HaMH 3aHUMAThCH, HACKOPO IEPEKYCUJ — U CIaTh.

Mepnenno, ciaoBHO Hexora mum Tom um Ilemme
npous or cerepa. Tom Ha ceil pas mosagu Opél,
JKAJKO OBLI0O eMy IIOKHJATh MeCTO, KOTOPO€ BBI-
3BaJI0 Takue N0Opble BOCIIOMHMHAHUA U3 HAJEKOr0
npouuioro. Her-HeT, MOTHET TOJOBOH, TUXOHBKO
maykHer. CoBcem 6b110 oT ITesre orcras, BAPYT co-
pBaJICA C MeCTa, HaJeTesJ HA Apyra U IIyTA LAIHYJ
ero 3a yxo. Tak y HUX OOBIYHO HAUMHAJIUCH APYIKe-
ckue moracoBku. Y BoT yske 00a KOTa INOKATUINCH
KyOapeM 110 cepefpucTOMY JIBAY...
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A morom 3arpycuau IO peuke gpomoii. PasGe-
ryrca u exyTt mo Jabay. Ilorexa! Jlo camoro goma
MPOJI0JIKAIach Wrpa, BeCh JIEJ KOUIAYbY CJEAbI UC-
yeptunn. TOIBKO y cBOero cerepa Apy3bsi CBEPHYJIH
Ha Oeper. CrnaTp mopa.

Wk

Vrpom Type, Kak TOJIBKO IPOCHYJICH, IOCTAJ
M3 PIOK3aKa /[Ba KalKaHAa W IIOUIEJ HMX CTaBUTh.
Mumo cerepa IpOTeKasl MaJeHbKHH py4yeék. B Tom
MecTe, r7ile OH BIIaflaJl B PEKy, BoZa He 3amepaasa
3UMOM, M TYT Bopumiach Beigpa. Type yike moitmas
AByX. A uyTh mojaibiie ot Oepera, Ha OGbICTpHUHE,
To)Kke Oblia MmoubIHbA. M 37ech OXOTHHK He pas3
npuMedas 3HAKOMBIE CJIEJbI.

Brimen Type Ha KpBLIBIO Aa UM 3aMep Ha MecTe.
Yro sa rocru mpuxoiamiau Houblo? Ha crymembkax
Be LENOYKHU CJIeZOB, OJWH Ha KOIIAYUH IIOXOMK,—
HO OTKyJa B 3heurHeil riayuru GbITh Komke? Bropoit
cleJi HAMHOTO KpyIlHee: pbicuii, ueit ke emé! [la,
HO Kak 970 moHATH? Kollka u peIch BMecTe He XO-
asar! A tyt... Kak Hu cMOTpH, OAMH CJlefi KOLIauMii,
TouHo. Ho Besb HEBO3MOXXHO 9TO, HE MOXKET OBITb.
JlagHo, cnepBa KanKaHbI [IOCTABUTH, ITIOTOM MOXHO
HPOMTH TIO CJIERY.

Type HACTOPOKWJI KaNKaHbI, HO TYT IOLIEJ CHeT,
¥ UATH [0 ciefy yke He GbuIo cMbiciaa. OXOTHUK
BepHyJICs Ha cerep W 3aBapui Kode. Jlydme ot-
JOXHYTh CEerojHs, BCE-TAKM BYepa TAXKKO IIPHU-
mtock. He OAMH [eCATOK KHJIOMETPOB OTMaxall,
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BBICJIEKMBAsA DPOCOMAxXy, COBCEM M3 CHJI BBIOMJICH.
Hesnérkoe Begb 9TO [eJI0O — poOCOMaxy IIpeciezno-
BaTh: OHA Takas GpPoOxAra, BCe IrOPbl MCXOAMT.

Lensiit gens Type oTasixan. Beuepom cHer mpe-
KpaTujcs, W [epeJ CHOM OXOTHHK IIDOBEPHJ Kall-
kKaHbl. Huyero, HO CJIeZJOB B yCTbe DyYbs MHO-
JKeCTBO — M CTapble, U COBCEM CBeXXHe. 3a HOUb,
TISAUIb, TOMagETCH...

* %k

Iloce cHeromaja yCTaHOBUJICS TPECKYYU MOPO3.
Spkas ngyHa ocBellasa 3aCHEKEHHBIH Jec JeleHs-
UM MepTBeHHbIM cBeToM. KoTbl Jexanu B gome
Ha oBumHe. Yro-to TpeBoxkmso Toma. OH Bcomu-
HaJl BYepalIHWI Bedyep, 3amax AbIMa M 4YeJOBeKa.
Her-HeT fa ¥ COCKOYHUT HA MOJ, U XOAUT, MAYKaeT.
Ilessie yAMBIEHHO CMOTpEJ HA HEro COHHBIMHU IJIa-
samu. B konne xonunos Tom Beimesn us poma. Kak
HUM YIOTHO Ha TEIJIOW oBumHe, mpunuiock u Ilemte
3a HUM OTIPABIATHCA.

OH fgaske HEJOBOJIBHO MSYKHYJ B CeHAX. BHu3
mo oTKocy Ha peuky. JIén y:ke He Giecresn, Kak
BYepa, — CHerom 3saHecjo. JIumpe Koe-rge Ha OT-
KPBITBIX MeCTax IIOPOIly CMeJOo BeTpoM. Bmpouewm,
CHery BBINAJIO HE TaK Y’ MHOTO, U KOTBI OBICTPO
LI BBEPX IO DeKe K ceTepy, IZAe IOGhIBAIM Ha-
kaHyHe. ToMa HeEOZOJMMO BJIEKJIO TyJa — ellé pas
OIIYTUTH 3alaX, KOTOPHIA CHUJICA €My BCIO HOYb.
Bo cHe OH ciblmIaN ONATH HAJEKUE, YeM-TO 3HAKO-
MbI€e rojoca.
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C xaxAbIM Imarom pocio HerepuneHue Toma, oH
Gexxas Bcé ObicTpeit u Obicrpeit. Ilemre manexo or-
crajl X HUKAaK He MOr B3ATh B TOJIK, KyJa 3TO MX
HECET B TAKyI0 CTYXKy. JIEL INIyX0 Tpemas OT CHJIb-
HOTO MOpO3a.

Bor oH, cerep... Tom mOTAHYNT BO3AYX HO-
com. 3amax BuepamHuit! OH XOTeJa NMPONTH IPAMO
K gomy, HO Ileinne mpuMmerns Ha JBLY KaKoe-TO
uyépHoe mATHO. Ha 0esoM OTYETIHUBO BBHIAENSAIOCH
He3aMépalee yCTbe pydbd.

Tom momeésn 3a Ilenne; BCIOMHWICA IIOYEMY-TO
CTpaHHBIA 3Bepb, BHUAEHHBIA OJHAXKABI Ha peke,
TOT CaMblil, KOTOPBIA IIPBITHYJ B BOAY — U IIOA JIEX,
u npomnas, Oosbliine He noaBasiaca. Hu no aroro, Hu
nocie Tom He Bumesn Takoro uyga. Mosker, Tenmepb
OHHM CHOBa ero Bcrpersit, 3Bepa Toro? Tom mpezno-
creperaomie 3aBopuaji. Mo, moocropoxuee, Ilemre,
HACKOYMINb HA YTO-HUOYAb OIacHoe.

Ho Ilesute u 6e3 Toro cmpsarancsa Obr 3a Toma,
ecau Obl omacajcsi 3Beps BCTpeTHTb. OH yJIOBMI
3amax psiOuuka, Koroporo Type IOJIOXKWI AJIA IPH-
MaHKM HA KamkKadH. BOT M mocmemusa BIepén, He
cayuias IpejoCTepeXxeHusd Apyra.

Ipsoxor! Ilenne cxBatua paduuka. Yro-To
menkuyao... Tumwuna. Ilouemy tax tuxo? M mo-
uyemy Ilenne He Bo3Bpamaercsa? Benbp Ha Hero Hu-
KTO He HamaJ, U BoOOIle HUKaKUe 3BepH He II0-
Ka3bIBAJINCH.

IIpuxkumMasich K CHEry, FOTOBBIA B JII000i MOMEHT
nate ornop, Tom MemseHHO HpHUOGIMKAICA K UEp-
HoMy nATHY. Hukakoro asmkeHua. Bor u Ilenne



snexur. ToM OCTOPOXKHO TOHIOXanx apyra. Ilouemy
oH He aBuraerca?..

T'pomko, ucnyranHo Tom MaykHya. JleroHbKo
ykycun Ilemsne 3a IIMBOPOT, IIOTOPMOIIMJ €ro —
BcraBaii, mosi. Ho Ilemre ocraBajicsi HEZBUIKUM.

Tom monsi, B uéM aeso. OH ces U u3xas Kayioo-
HBIA BOILIG... Jloaro BeLI. Beraner, 060HAET BOKPYT
Ilenne, népHeT ero u cHoBa 3amiader. HakoHer 1mo-
BepHyJIC K ceTepy, BAOXHYJ 3amaxXx. Ero 6osbire
He MaHWIO TyAa. UYTO-TO IOACKa3BIBATIO €My: eCTh
CBSI3b MEXAy O9THM B3amaxoM u cmeprsio Ilesre...
BcnoMHMIIOCE TO, YTO OH yCIIeJ COBEPIIEHHO 3a-
OBITh: MAJIBYUIIKA, KOTOPbIE YEM-TO TaK CTPAHHO
WEIKaIN, CTYK IYJd O CTYHeHbKY KpblLabuna. Tom
3aMAyKaJ TOCKJIHUBO-TOCKJIHBO. '

B pome npocuyscs Type. Uro 3a 3Byku? Byzaro
KOT MsAYKaeT, TOJIBKO TroJOC Kyja morpybee komra-
ybero. YK He peick Jau? JloMKHO OBITH, BEPHY-
JIUCHh ABa BYepamHuUX 3BepsA. OXOTHUK IOAHSAJICA
c JexaHKM u ObicTpo mpomén kK oOkHy. Ilorua-
el HAa yCThe PydYbs, IZle CTABUJ IEPBHIA KallKaH.
TouHO, cUANT Kakoii-ro 3Beprora! I[ysi KOTa BeJHK,
HO M He PBICh, KOJM JYHHBIA CBeT He OOMaHBIBaeT.




He prics? Kro ke Torma — Begb M He BBIApPA, 3TO
OH TOYHO BUIHUT!

Type HacKOpo ofeJicsi, B3I PYKbE U GECUIYMHO
BeIIE #3 fAoMa. [aneko xo Ienu, Hajgo Ourke
nogkpacrecsa. IIpmkumascs K creHe, Type o6oraysn
yroJ; majiel; Ha KypkKe. 3Bepb BCE Ha TOM JKe Me-
cre! OXOTHUK HOAHSAJI PYXKbE...

Kax pa3 B aror mur ToM mocMoTpes B CTOPOHY
cerepa. JIyHHBIA cBeT OJIECHYJ Ha CTBOJIE DYKbs.
Omnacuocts! KOT OrpoMHBIMH CKauKaM# DPHUHYJICSA
BHU3 IIO0 DeKe.

N tyr oxornuk Type cpeman Takoe, 4ero Ipe-
JK/e HUKorza cebe He IO3BOJIAJ. Beab Bupen, 4To
paccTosiHMe BEJMKO, ¥ BCE-TaKM BbicTpeams. Ko-
HEUYHO, PbICh — AUYb HEOObIYHAs, HEe YacTo BCTpe-
yaercs. 3BYK BbICTpPeJa JaJeKO IIPOKATHIICH HaXO
JIBZIOM M 3aIJIOX B JIecy 3a PEKOM.

Toma 4TO-TO CJIOBHO moOrIagmao mo cnuHe. Ho
6011 OH He OL[YTHJ. 3aTO CHUJIBHO MCIYTaJCA U IO-
Gexxas emé Obictpee. Crosi Bosne moma, Type mpo-
BOKAJI ero B3IVIAAOM, moka ToMmM He mcye3 B TeHAX
nox énkamu. OXOTHHK elé IOCTOSAJ HEeMHOTro, Ha-
KOHeI| [IOUIEJ K PY4Ybi0 IIPOBEPUTH KAIIKaH.

Yro sro? B rankame nexan xor. Kor! B ropax,
B mrymu! Orkyna? He mHadye XosseBa OCTaBHIIH,
yeaskasa ¢ cerepa. Takue ciy4aum H3BECTHBI, a Belb
3TO KEeCTOKO, ouyeHb skecToko! C 6Gosipl0 B cepaue
OXOTHUK cMoTpes Ha Oexusary. Ilorub, He oTBejas
IOOBIUH. ..

K nuxomy ssepio y Type He Gbuio »xamoctu. Co-
BCeM Jpyroe [eji0 AOMalIHWe JXUBOTHBIe. Jlyma
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y Type pmobpasi, B €ro goMe BCerga BOAMJINCH TPH-
yeThIpe KONIKM 3apa3, ¥ OH O HHUX XOpoumo 3abo-
tunca. Cocenu gaske MOCMEMBAINCH: OXOTHHK 3asf-
JIBIf, 8 ODAHUT TE€X, KTO TOIIUT KOTAT. A IZle UX BCEX
nep:kaTh, 0e3 KoHua Bexb npubsiBaior! Y Type emé
npuunHa ObLIa: OH CYMTAJ, YTO YOUTH KOTa AypHad
npumera, He Oyger yzauu B oxore. BoT u Temepb
OH BCIIOMHHUJI 9Ty IIpUMeTy ¥ BcTpeBoxkmics. Ilo-
TOM ycmokoms cebsi: He HamepeHHO xe. Tak m Ka-
pars ero He 3a 4to. CyeBepHBIH OH OBLI, OXOTHHK
Type...

3aBTpa HeNpeMEeHHO Haxo OyAeT BBHICIEIUTH
peick. Ilo mopoure ciej SCHBINA, TOJBKO ObI IOroga
He MCIOPTUJIACh. 3a PBICH OOJBIIYI0 IPEMHIO ILTa-
TAT — Belb CKOJBKO OBeI| peKeT, KpoBomuiial

Type 6epexxno nmogusan Ilesste u oTHEC K AOMY.

— Bengusra! — TMxo ckasaa OH.

B KOpOBHHKe OTBHICKAJ JIOIIATYy U IIOJ HABO3HOM
Kyuedl BBIPBLI MOTWJIKY. 3eMJs CMEp3jIack, OyATO
KaMeHb CTajia, NPULLIOCH €My NOTpyAuThCA. Mo-
ruay Type BBUIOKHJ CEHOM, IIOTOM 3aKHZA 3eM-
J€i u cBepxy cHeroM mnpucemain. Crano Jerde
Ha [ylie: KaK-HUKAK YKPBLI KOTA OT XWIIHBIX 3Be-
peit. 1 Type momén Baputh cebe Kode.

%k ok

Pano yrpom Hayasoce mnpeciaenoBaHue Towma.
Oxorauk Type momusiica 4yTs cBeT. Kakercs, oH
Tenepsb pasragaj, [OYeMy IepBBI pa3 yBUAE] pA-
JIOM KOLIAYUI M PHICUI CJIeJbl: OHU B Pa3HOE BpeMs
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npouuti. K KamkaHy pHICh TOXKe ITOAXOAWJIA, KaJb,
He IOIAaJach.

3amavya HeTpyAHas, HA CHEry CJeX XOpOLIO
BuaHo. OnHO TONBKO cpady ke cmyTmiao Type:
BBEpPX II0 peKe, eMy HaBCTPeduy, TOXKEe TAHYJIUCH Dsi-
nom aBa ciaena! CioBHO BMecTe HLIN. A BHU3 OLUH
cien Bo3Bpamascs, peicuii. Temepb ommu6GKM OHITH
He MOKeT — He B pasHOe BPeMsd, a B OXHO Te ABa
ciaefa mnoaBUiINCh. Ho Beib OH HOYBIO ACHO CJIBI-
mwaJj, pbiCh KpUyaja, HA y OXHOTO KOTa HET TaKOro
rpoMKoro u rpyb6oro rosoca. dygHo...

N Type samaran mo apay. Peka merisna, u3BH-
BaJach, HO cJjiej IIEJ IPAMO, cpe3as BCe U3rHUOBI.
3aTo aBa BCTPEYHBIX CJIela BMECTe IeTJSJNA BBEpPX
no pexe. Bmecre. [la Bo3dmoxkHO s aT0? PasBe OblI-
Baer takas apyk06a? Hey»XTo HOYBIO DPHICH IIOTOMY
KpHUuaja, 4TO KOT [OmaJ B KamkaH?

Ara, OIMHOUYHBIM CJeJl CBEPHYJ CO Jbla Ha 6e-
per. Beepx mo ckiony... K cerepy... He wnnaue
3Bepb rue-Hubyab B 3acane 3asér. Ckopeil Bcero Ha
nepese. Type maxxe opobes cierka.

IIpaBga, OH emé HU pasy He CIABIXaJ, YTOOBI
phICh Hamajaja Ha YeJOBeKa, M BCE-TAKM OTOPOIb
6pajia OT MBICJIM, YTO 3BEPH JIEXKUT IZE-TO Ha CYKy
NpAMO HaA TPONKO#. Bmpouem, moka ciex TyT —
BOT OH Ha CHEry, — MOXKHO He OIacaTbCH.

Type GbICTPO OZOJIEJ CKJIOH. YiKe Ha JIyT BBIIIEJ,
HO cien Bcé Brepén yxozut! IIpsmo K gomy... A Ha
JIyry-TO CILIOLIHAS CeTKa CJIeJoB — TyT Tebe U KO-
maybd ¥ pPHICHM BlepeMexKy. OXOTHHK BKOHeI]
OIEeNINJI: BBIXOAUT-TAKHA, YTO JBA 3BEPA APYHUIN
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mesxxay coboit! Imaau-ka, K caMoil IBepH JOPOXKKAa
BEZET...

Ho emgé Gosbuie yausuica Type, xorma B3omésn
HA KPBUIBILO: CJeAbl 4Yepe3 Ja3 YXOAWIN BHYTDPb
noma! U peick Tam ceifyac, 00 9TOM SCHO T'OBODPUT
caMbIil CBEXKHIl CJiefl, 32 KOTOPHIM OH IIEJ CEerofHs.

Taxk. Yro ke mesath Tenepb? Huxorga emeé oxot-
Huk Type He CJbIXaJ HUYEro MOJOOHOTO — YTOOBI
poick B gome kuia! IlBepb 3amepra. BanambIBaTh
HEeJIOBKO, He CBOU aoM. [la u omacHO: 3Bepb HeOOCH
TOJIBKO TOT'O W AOMKHAAeTcs, cpady coMHET. Jlydire
He Toponuthcsa. Type CTYykHYJa HOroii B JBepb
“ mar"yja B cTopoHy. II[énkHYJI IpemoxpaHUTeNb,
pybé Harorose!

Ho Hukro He Bblmes u3 Jjasa. lIpuramBIIHCH
Ha nosarsx, Tom ciymran, 4To MPOUCXOAMUT BHHIY.
IToka Tam ecTh KTO-TO, €r0 He BHIMAHMIIb U3 Homal

IIlym npexparuica. ToM COCKOYMJI Ha KpOBaTh,
IIOBEPHYJICA K OKHY... ¥ BCTPETHJICA B3IVIALOM
C YeJIOBEKOM, KOTODBIH, CTOS CHApPYXXH, IVIAAeN
Ha Hero! 9to Type XoTes IPOBEPUTH, HEIb3s JIU Ye-
pe3 OKHO BBICMOTpPeTh pbick. ToMm, Kak yBuUIes ero,
CHEXUIICH, 3aliunes, 3acBepkana rmasamu. A Type
HU3-TI0J] JIaZIOHU, KaK M3-II0J KO3BIPbKA, Pa3TJIsazes
HA KpOBaTH OrPDOMHOrO CEPAUTOr0 4YEpHOro Kota!
V Hero jgajke XOJIOLOK IO CIiHEe mpobexasn. HYTo-To
He Tak... Kor! He prick, a kor! CoBepuIeHHO TOYHO:
BO-IIEPBBIX, PBICH He ObIBaeT 46PHOM, U BOOOIIE, YK
HACTOJBKO-TO OH Pas3buUpaeTcs B JKUBOTHBIX, UTOGHI
Kora oT pebicu ormimuuTb. Kor? Jla pasBe GhIBaiOT
Ha CBeTe TaKue OrPOMHEIE KOTHI?
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Type momsitwiicsi oT OKHa. BemomHmiIace psiba,
KOTOPYI0 OH BBLIOBWJ B rOpHOM o3epe Jerom. Ka-
KHe y Heé ObLIM CTPAHHBIE IVIa3a — CJIOBHO IIPSMO
B aymy Type ruazeanu. A Korga crajl OH eé
¢ KpIOYKa CHUMaTh, Tak oHa Bckpuknysa! Jla-za,
BcKkpukHyJsa! Bpocusn oH eé obpaTHO B 03epo, CO-
6paJi CBOM yAOYKM U Jaj CTpeKada.

Teneps oxorHuk Type Te Mecra HajleKko 00xo-
AT, €ro CUJIKOM He 3aCTAaBUIIb JIOBUTH PHIOY B TOM
osepe.

U ceituac BOT, HaTe BaM, YTO 3a 3BePb IOIAJICH:
kor — u He kor! Her yx, yBosbre! D10 XKe sCHO,
Heuncras cuia B gAoM 3abpanack. IlogxBarus Type
CBOM pIOK3aK — u Gerom, yepes jayr. Bexur, a cam
HeT-HeT Jia OIVIHETCS: He NOroHsaer?

Iloutu mo camoro Toro goma Gexxas, rae CBOIO
HOuéBKy ycrpousi. W yBuIel B KamkaHe BBIIPY!
JlexxuT 3aMepTBO, BIENMBIIMCH 3y0aMu B pAGUHKA.
Type nopusan eé, npoBepus Mex. IlepBerii copr!
IlBecT! KpOH, He MeHbIIE HafxyT.
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On moHEC BBIAPY B ceTep, HE AyMas O TOM, 4YTO
u oHa norubJia, He oTBegaB AOObIYM. VIHBIE MBICIH
saHuManu Type, MBICAM O TOM, C KeM OH yTDPOM
BCTpeTWICS. 3aKOJIJOBaHHBIAH KOT! A Beap OH IO
HEeMy CTpeJsj Houbio... Hy Kak Haka)keT ero He-
uncrad cuial..

* kK

Tak Tom cuoBa cran oxmHOKMM. OH OYEeHBb CKy-
YaJI 110 CBOEMY TOBAPHINY, IeJbIMUA THAMU OpOAMI
BOKDYT fioMa ¥ MsayKai. Ilesie CTOsAJI y HEro mepex
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rIa3aMu TaKOi, KaKMM OH ero BHJeJ Ha CHery
B yCThe Py4bsA: HEABUKUMBINA, MEPTBBIM.

Ho Tom He mor moBepuTb, uto Ilesute mpomas Ha-
Bceraa. OH 3Bas Apyra, UCKaJ ero Ha CeHoBaJe, B KO-
poBHHKe, B Jiecy. WHOi1 pa3 mo camoro Beuepa Gpo-
aus cpean aepeBbeB. HUKTO He oTBeYas eMy, TOJIBKO
XJIomaja¥ KpBUIBAMHU ITHIBI, CIAcasch OT KOTa.

Tom cuibHO moxyzen. OXOTHJICA COBCEM MaJo.
IToiimaeT MbBIIIb — U CBIT.

% % %

Ho cosiHne nmogHuMMasoch BCé Bbllle B HebGe, AHU
npubaBsINCh, CTAHOBHJINCH CBeTJIee; ¥ HaCTyIuIa
nopa, korga ToM onsiTh OKHJI M CTAJ BBIXOAUTH HA
nob6eruy. He omHa ruiyxapka, He OAUMH PAOYMK IO-
NMaJuch B €ro KOITU B cyrpobax aa moj JepeBbsamu!

Tom mnouru 3a6en Ileste: Bcé-takum uX Apyxba
JJuJIach He Tak y»K goaro. BeiBaso, KOHeuHO, ApYT
ABJSAJICA €My BO CHe, KaK CHUJINCh B HayaJle OCeHH
Jluza u Ilep, mana u mama. Tenmepb OH MX IOYTH
COBCEM He BCIIOMHMHAJI.

Ilpucuurcs emy Ilenne, rak Tom pake mMAykaeT
oT pajgocTd. A oTKpoer riada — Hukoro. Crymait
OAMH Ha OXOTY B JIeC...

* ok k

Bor y ® cHer HayaJ TaATh Ha Oyrpax na
Ha orkocax. CoJIHIle IDKO CBETHJIO C YMCTOro Heba,
HUKAK He XOTeJO IyCKATh IIOf [AepPeBbsA TIoJyObie
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BeuepHue cymepku. C I00KHOH M C BOCTOYHOH CTO-
POHBI HA KPYTHIX CKJIOHAX INPOTAJIUHBI OKDPYKUJIH
KaMHM 4 KOpDHU. BeuepoM OTOBCIOLY IJIBIBYT B BO3-
IyXe IIOPOX ¥ IIYM — IIPeNBECThe BECHBI, IPOTHUB
KOTOPOM HY CHEry, HU JIbAY He YCTOATH.

Ho gpyroit 3Byk saumuman Toma. OH mnpwmie-
TeJ M3 Jieca OLHAaMIbI IIOf Beuep, kKorga Tom,
cuis Ha KPBUIbIE, HEKUICA Ha COJHBINIKe. Tak
YIOTHO: KaMeHb 3a JeHb Harpeercs, TeIlJIO U CHU3Y
u cBepxy. Uy!.. Tom HACTOPOMXWJ yUIH, IIPUCITY-
maJes.

«Huyper! Yuydsr! Yuydsimm!» — ZOHOCHIOCH
u3 Jjieca, CoBCeM OJIMBKO, Ie-TO 38 KOPOBHUKOM.

Tom GecuryMHO, 4yTh He IIOJI3KOM, CTAJ KPACThCA
Ha 3Byk. Yro Tam rtakoe? Ilo ToHKOMYy CcCIOIO
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JbJla — BCE, YTO OCTAJOCh OT 3UMHEro CcHera, —

OH mopbupaJjics Gamke, OIMIKe...

Mesxay ABYX BBICOKMX COCEH OTOJIMJIACH 3€MId,
U 3[ecb-TO OH yBHJeN, KTO «4ydsIKajg». B cro-
POHKe MaJIeHbKUMU IIKKAMM IIPOXa’KMBAJIACh Te-
TEépPKa, a JBa TeTepeBa SPUJINCH, CTOS APYT IPOTHUB
Apyra. 9T0 OAWH U3 HUX «4Yy(HIKaJ», HA €ero-TO 30B
¥ [IPUILIA TETEPKA.

OrKysza HHM BO3BMHCH, INIpUJETeN, LIyMs KpbI-
JIbSIMH, HA TOK BTOpO# Kocad. IlepBbIii XoTen ero
mporsarh u BeTpeTws oTmop. W croar — meu pas-
IyTHI, IEePbsi BIBEPOIIEHbI, OPOBM OT BJIOCTH KakK
oroub ropsit. A remepb cxsarmiauck! Ilyx momeren
BO BCE CTOPOHBI, ¥ B ropjie ¥ IPOTHUBHUKOB YTO-TO
6yJIBKAJI0, POKOTAJO...
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Bor Tak cxsarka! Tom gaxke opoGen cierka. Pac-
IIMPUBIIMMUCS 3pAaYKaMH CJEAWJ OH 3a IIOeJuH-
KOM, roJioBa, KaK MasfTHUK, Kadyajach U3 CTOPOHBI
B CTODOHY.

CHOBa W CHOBa TeTepeBa HAaCKaKWBAaId JpyT
Ha JIpyra, OWJM KJIOBaMW, OHUJIM LIIOPaMH, BBIPHI-
Basg y NPOTHUBHHUKa IepbsA. Pagoiimyrcs, orcryndr
Ha miar-Apyroi — u cHoBa B 6oii! Yike BCé Kpyrom
neppaAMHu oOGckimano. Her-HeT na u ymajgér Ha Be-
PecK sipKas KaIlJisi KPOBH.

A rerépka, 6yaTo m He 3aMeyas OOMIOB, 3Ha
IpPOTyJIMBAeTCsl B3aj-BIIEPE] Iepes caMoOil MOpAOi
Toma — Huyero He crouT cxBaTuth eé. Ho kKot He
MOMBILLIAT 00 0XO0Te, OH OBLI BCEIeJO IOTJIOUIEH
HeObIBAJIBIM 3pesnimieM. Takoil IOTeXu M TaKOTO
AUBa OH ellé He Buzau!

Bor BTOpoOii KoOcau crajg caaBaTh, KPOBb CTPY-
urcsa u3 6poBu Ha cuHHMe nepba. Kyna cmech ge-
Bajlach: 0EIKHUT, CIIACAETCA U CJIOBHO JayKke MeHbIIe
POCTOM CTaJI.

A NpPOTUBHUK He YHUMAETCs, IIPecaefyeT, TOIbKO
Bepeck mwypmuT. [To6esxa€HHBIA KOCad TAMXKEIO OTO-
pBajicA OT 3eMJIM M HaJ ToJIyObIMU cyrpobamMu He-
YKJIIOXKE II0JIeTeJI NIPOYb, OIVIYIIEHHBIH.

PacunymuB nepbs, ONbAHEHHBIA mmo6Gemoi, Te-
TepeB mobexkana K TeTépKe, U B ropje y Hero BCé
BpeMsA CJIOBHO YTO-TO II€PEJUBAJIOCH.

Tom camM He MOr NOHATb, KaK 3TO BBIILIO, HO
BAPYI Y HEro BHIPBAJOCh I'PDOMKOe «MsAyl!» — Tak
CHJIbHO OH yBJIEKCS moenuHkoM. OH jgaske B3ApOr-
HyJ OT co6cTBeHHOro rosoca. A nruisi? OHEM cpasy
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HACTOPOXKWUJINCh, IIOTOM BB3JIETEJM U CKPBLLIXCH 3a
TyCTHIMU COCHAMU.

ToM TOJIBKO IPOBOAWJ WX B3IVIAAOM K3 3acajbl,
Wypachk U cTyda 3ybamm.

* k%

Ilogomura mopa, Korga Jyra COBCEM OYHCTHJINCH
or cuera. W cpady Tomy cramo Jjerde xutb. OH
NPUIIEKHO OXOTHUJICS, JIOBUJI BO3Je HOPOK LIYCTPBIX
Mbleir u KporoB. CTONBKO HOOBIYM OBLIO, YTO OH
He yclleBaJl BCero Ioejfatb. B xéno6e Beceso Kyp-
yasa Boga. ToM MHOrO pas B IeHb XOAWJ HA KAMHH
BoaJsie K€moba HAIUTHCA. A BeuyepoM ero xuasa
MArKas IOCTeNIb Ha TEIJION OBYMHE.

B noroskue guau ToM yTPOM BBIXOLUI HA KPHLIBIO
IIOHEKUTHCA HA COJMHBIIKe. [Ipo BBICTDEN OH LaBHO
3a0bL1, 3a0bLiI, KAk IIEJKHYJa IyJA O KaMeHb CO-
BCEM DSAOM C HUM...

ConHeunble Jy4u OBICTPO HarpeBalu KaMeH-
Hyio mwinury. Jls:xer ToMm, BBITAHETCA BO BeCh POCT,
U mepexaTrsiBaeTcs ¢ GOKYy Ha OOK, XU MypJIBIKaeT —
coBceM Kak noma, Korxa ero riuaguau Ilep m JIusa.




VIUBHUTE/NIbHO, B TIYOOKUX TailHWKaX ero IaMATH
emé coxpaHmics ux obpas. Jlo cux mop OH MHOTAA
MPOCHINAJICSA HOYBIO OT TOTO, YTO eMy YyAWJIUCH
nanékue rosnoca: «Tom, Tom, kuc-Kuc, mam cioja,
Tom!»

* k&

Basenenenu cxiaoHbl moauH. C yTpa n0 Beuepa
meJau HEyroMOHHBIE PyubH. Ilo HOuaM oHHM 3Bydanau
riyme, 6yATO THXas My3bIKa JOHOCHUJIACH M3JaleKa.
Cher pacrasiji, TOJIbKO B YINEJbSX HAa CKJIOHAX ca-
MBIX BBICOKMX BEDPIUVH €I OCTAJINCH IO0YepPHeBIIne
CHE)KHble sA3bIKM. B Témuble Beyepa JOJHUHY IIOTH-
BaJl JIACKOBBIA MOXKAb. A NHEM ONATH ACHO, U SAp-
KO€ COJIHI[€ 30JIOTUT NPOILIOIOAHIO CTEPHIO, I'OJy-
OUT PEJKYI0 3eJIeHb HOBBIX POCTKOB.

Ilep u JIusza pagoBajuCh: CKOPO Ha CeTep OIATH.
Huxorzna emé oHM He KJajiu Ilepeesja C TaKuUM: He-
TepIeHHeM U BOJTHEHHEM.

C yrpa 10 Beuepa Tonbko o Tome peus muta. Kakx
emy Tam xuBérca? He ymeén su oH c cerepa? [o-
celTa Jau ecT?

Ilana um mama oTBeuasu, Kak Moriu. Jleckars,
3a Toma GeCIIOKOUTbCSA He HaJ0, OH Telepb OXOT-
HUK IepBOCTATeHHBIA. A caMu, II0 YeCTH IOBOp4,
TOXKE TPEeBOKHJINCH. MaJjo JIM YTO MOIVIO IIPHKJIO-
4YuThCA?.. BBUKUATH-TO OH, MOXET OBITh, M BBIKHII,
Ia Begb OAWYAJ, HABEDPHO, W CJEJA ero JaBHO IIPO-
CTBLI, Ha cerep He BepHErca. Ilama m Mama He
MeHbLIEe geTeil BoaHoBasuch. BoH kak Ilep m JImsa
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PajyIOTCA CKOPOMY CBHAaHMIO — BepAT, uro Tom
HMX BCTPETHT U BCE OyZeT mo-IpekHeMy. A TOJBKO
ppan au Tom BepHércss nomoit, B aonuny. Tak,
BEPHO, AMKAPEM M OCTaHEeTCH.

Mama yK craja WMCIOABOJbL TOTOBUTh pebAT
K TOMY, 4TO NPHUAETCH, OBITH MOXET, COBCEM IIpO-
crurbesa ¢ Tomom. C mponuioro rojga Kouika ABaXAbl
NpHUHOCHJA KOTAT, M MaMa oTOupaja caMbIX Kpa-
cuBbIX, npeasarana Ilepy u JInse BBIDACTHTH HX.
Kakoe Tam! Jletm M ciablmath He XoTeau o6 aToM.
Ilycrs cocepn xorsaT 3abUpaior.

— Ham, kpome Toma, HUKOro He HY}KHO! — roBO-
PUJIN OHH.

Mama ckasana, uro Tom, moxaxyi, AaBHO
u3 Tex mect ymeésa. Jletm — B CA€3bl, ¥ NPHUILIOCH
UX yTellaTh: HUKYAa-TO OH He JeJicsA, cpady 00b-
ABUTCH, KAK TOJBKO OHM IPHENYT. YK IOAOWAET
Ha 30B-TO! DTM MaMHMHBI cJoBa oOpazoBaiu, oOHA-
néxuan Ilepa m JIudy, OHM CHOBa C HeTeplIeHHEM
cTajau JKAATh Iepee3ia Ha ceTep.

% k%

Becna.

Ilenb am, Beyep — 3BydYaT B ropax NTHYbH KOH-
neprol. Ha BepuiMHaxX, Ha JIECUCTBIX CKJIOHAX —
3BOHKOE pasHorosiocoe Ieberanue, MopxawT B3ajl-
BIIepéjl TNpHWJIeXKHbIe IHYYyrd, cobupasi BeTOYKH
ans rHé3n. UyTh TPOHYJUCH 3esieHbIo GepésoBbie
polM, B KOTOPBIX, €/[BA HAYHET CMepKaThCH, Y-
CTO M SICHO 3BYYMT IIOCBHUCT IeBuYero aposaa. Peka
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laBHO B3JOMAJa JIEN U Telepb, IO-BeCEHHeMY Oyii-
Had ¥ MCKPHUCTAsl, JIETKO IIPBITajla BHU3 110 YCTyIaMm,
0 KaMeHHBIM I[UJIUTAM. DBBICTPOKDBLIbIE PiKAHKHU
MOJIHMEH [POHOCHJINCH BJOJb 0eperoB, I'DOMKO,
BO30YKIEHHO CBUCTA.

Tomy HpaBmJIOCH phICKaTh IO Jecy. CTOIbKO HO-
BOro M JJidA Ivasa, u aas yxal Ho Ha myme 6b110 TO-
cknauBo. JKusHb Kumur, OYpJINT, & OH ONMH-OLUHE-
1IeHeK, He ¢ KeM Apys:k0y BoxuTb. Bce obpamanuch
B GercTBO mpw BuAe ero. IITHIel, HAa BeTKax JIU, Ha
gemJie Jid, yJeTajad. 3adll CJIOMA TOJIOBY YAUpAT.
Haxce nwrca HOpOBMJIA OOOMTH €Tr0 CTOPOHKOM.

Bceé pganeme m gasnbuie yxoxua Tom, cmacascek
OT OMHOYECTBA; €My XOTeJOCh KOro-HUOYZb BCTpe-
TUTh, HUKOTJA €I OH TaKk He CKydas.

Tom cras maxke HoueBaThb B Jiecy. Iloroza rémnas,
OBUMHA y)Ke He Hy)kHa. M 3abpajcsa oH B HeBeLO-
Mble, He3HaKoMble mecTa. COBCEM B JUKOTO 3Beps
IpeBpaTUICS — Te YroJHO IIPOKOPM HAHAET, ¢ KeM
YrOHO CUJIAMH IIOMEPSAETCH.

Bor u B TO yTpPO, O KOTOPOM pe€Yb IIOHZIET,
ToMm BBICJAEAWJ TIyXapKy. [la IomenIkajg HEMHOTO,
IO3QHO MPBITHYJ, ¥ OJHU JIAIIL IIEPhA €My [0-
crajuch. A TIIyxapka Bajeresa, C IIyMOM IIPOHeC-
Jlach HaJ CKJIOHOM U cejla Ha AepeBo mooxanb. Tom
JUIMHHBIMM, YIPYIHMH LIaraMy IIOLIEJ 3a Hei.

Jlecok cmeHmica ocbmbio. Tom  3ampsirana
¢ KaMHs Ha KaMeHb, MHOIZA Ipomajas B KyCTax
U JKYXJIOM IIPOIUIOrOAHEM IallOPOTHUKe. Barimax
ero ObLI IIPUKOBAH K COCHE, HA KOTOPOIl YKpBLIACh
TIIyXapKa.
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Bapyr crpaHHBI 3BYK JOoHEccs cBepxy. Tom
3amMep Ha MecTe, mpuciaymancd. IIoxoike, CJIOBHO
Kot maykaer! IIpucaymajcsa cHOBa: HY Aa — «Msy!
mayl». 3a6bIB IpPO INIyXapKy, ToM pHHYJICA BBEpX
0 CKJOHY, orubas Topuamiye KODHM U OypeJsoM.
Heosxxuganuo ero B3MIALY OTKPBLIOCH HEYTO BpPOJe
MOJKM TI0J HaBucimeil ckasoi. Ilepex moOnKoM —
ILUIOI[AZKA, YChIIAHHAA CYXOH JKEITOM XBOeil ! IIpo-
YMM MYCOPOM, a B YIIyOJeHU: IOf CKaoil 4To-TO
mweBenuTCs... ToM rpoMKo MaykHya. W Tordac mo-
ABWINCH KOLIKW, I'OJIOC KOTOPBIX OH cablmai. Tpu
MATHUCTBIE KOIIKW, BCEM CKJIaJOM O4YEHb IIOXOXKHe
Ha Hero, TOJBbKO POCTOM ropasgo MeHbure. VI ymm
crpannsie. C Kucroukamu HaBepxy. OTKyza e emy
6BLIO 3HATh, YTO 3TO JETEHBININ PhICH?..
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ToM 3acTaJ WX B pasrap WIPhI: DHICATA COBCEM
KaK KOTATA WIPAIOT, 3aTE€BAlOT BECENYIO IIOTACOBKY.
OT wWrpsl W [0 JAPaKW HEROJT0, KTO-TO KOI'O-TO
6GOJIBHO KYCHYJI, BOT M MAYKaJIH.

PhicsiTa YAMBIEHHO CMOTDEJIM HA KOTA, OH — Ha
Hux. Ouuuneiii xBoct Toma GecrmokoiiHO Aéprajcs.
Tom He cepauJICA, IPOCTO €My XOTeJIO0Ch IOUIPaTh
¢ HeBUJAHHBIMU Koumkamu. OH Ipuces M MAYKHYJ,
mpuramas ux nopoitu Ommaxe. Pricara TTOOMLIN,
0CTOpOXKHO o6HIoXasu ero — He omacHo? Kor,
B CBOIO Ouepefb, IOHIOXaJ WX, M BADYr CHJIbHAA
uyépHas Jana, METHYBIINCH BIEDES, BhIAATIA OQHOMY
PBICEHKY TaKOro Tymaka, 4ro ToT ymaia. A Tom yxe
OTCKOYMUJI B CTOPOHY, CTOMT X O30DHO IOOJIECKUBAET
mrasamMu. Maublll MCIyraHHO B3BHSTHYJI, ABa APY-
rux pHICEHKA NONATIINCH W 3alllWNeay Ha KOTa.
OH MHEpPOTIOOMBO MAYKHYJ B OTBET M JIET.

V KUBOTHBIX, KaK y JIOZeH, ecTb CBOH HA3BIK,
¥ peicaTa noHsaau Toma, MOHAIU, YTO OH HE JKeJaeT
uM 3na. OnATs OOCTYHHIN KOTa; Teleph OH II03BO-
Jaun uM BeKapabrkarscs Ha ce6a. Tomy OBLIO OYEHB
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NPUSATHO YYBCTBOBATh IPUKOCHOBEHHE MAaJIeHBKHUX
gamok. Msay! OH mokaTuics 1O KaMHIO BMeCTe
¢ Magbimamu. M momia TyT BO3HA Ha IOJKe Hak
oceinbio! ToM mepegHMMHU JIamaMu Ty3WJI HacTyma-
IOIIUX DBICAT, OHU NafaJd, NUINAJIM M Hamajgaau
cHOBa. MaJjo-momany urpa craja rpy0oif: To yky-
caT, To 60JBPHO IapamHyT.

ToM HACTOPOXHJICA: C ITHUMH KOLUIKAMH JEPIKH
yX0 BOCTpO, BOH Kakue Hamopuctble! OH He ocra-
BaJICA B JOJTY, PBIYAJ] M KyCAJICA IIO-HACTOSAIIEMY.
Jlaske KOrTM IYCTHJI B XOJ; CIEpPBa-TO OH MX IpsA-
ray. Temepp yike phICATAa OTCKAKMBAJIUA B CTOPOHY
¥ I'POMKO KajoBajuch. O6uga KonmjIach HEIIyTOY-
Has, OHM LIMIIEJH, PBIYaJIM, HamaJaJlu BCE KOBap-
Hee, KycaJuchb Bcé OosibHee. YK UM He IOWMEIb —
urpa nan gapaxa? Tom easa ycmeBas orbuBarbes,
¥ IJIa3a ero ropejH CepAUTHIM JKEITHIM OrHEM.

YEpHBINA KOT pPas3o3jujcA He Ha IIYTKYy, M, KOrja
OfVH DPBHICEHOK, HEOXKHUJAHHO IOAIDPBITHYB COOKY,
LAIHYJ ero 3a 3arpuBoK, TOM MOJHHEHOCHO IOBep-
HyJICA ¥ BOWJICA 3yGaMHU B rOpJIO IPOTHBHUKA. PbI-
CEHOK pas3-Apyrod AépHysics u 3amep. OcranbHbIE
IBOe, B3BU3rUBas, 3a0MJIMCH IO CKAJy — TOJBKO
BHU/HO, KaK Iylasza cBeTaTcA B TeMHoTe. ToM riyxo
¥ 3JI0Belle 3apblyaj, CTajJ OUTh 3eMJI0 XBOCTOM.

Peick yuuta ¢ yrpa Ha oxory. JleréHbimu Ges
KOHIIAa IIPOCHJIM €CTh, OHA €[Ba IIOCIeBaJa MM HO-
cuthb. Hepeaxko ObIBaJIO TAK, YTO CXBATUT MBIIIb-
apyryio, u Bcsa moberda. Ho Ha aTOT pas ei mo-
Besjno, IeJoro 3saina aomoii Hecia. OT CKymHOMR
NUIQM PHICh OTOLIAJa, LIEPCTh BHCEJA KJIOUYbAMH.
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Ho uro 3a 3Byku? MsykaHbe, BH3I... OTO DbI-
cara, a aTo Kro? Iosoc uyxoit. Uro xe Tam pu-
KJIIOYHMIIOCH?

Ona mnpunycruiach 6Gerom, HO 3aiima He Opo-
cuia, ¥ ero AJWHHbIE 3aJHUe HOT'M KOJOTHIU eé
o GOKy.

Tonbro yBuzgs Toma, PHICH BHIITYCTHJIA JOOBITY.
U Tom cunepBa 3aMeTHJI YIaBIIero Ha 3eMJIIO 3aiina,
a YK IIOTOM ero Ijasa BCTPEeTUJIUCH ¢ peicbumu. OHa
BCs HAIPSAMIAach, FOTOBACH K IPBIKKY. Tuxoe 37106~
HOe IIWIIeHWe BHIPHIBAJIOCH M3 €€ IAacTH, KoTopas
pacTsAHyJIaCh, OCKAJIWBIINCH, Mo4YTH A0 ymei. Tom
IOAUPBITHYJ M BBITHYJ cnuHy ayroii. ITorom mpu-
maj K 3emJje, CJIOBHO BPOC B He€, M INIYXO-TIIyXO 3a-
poruan. IlouysiB, YTO BEpHYJACh MaTbh, BBIVIAHYJIN
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u3 CBOero y0Oekuina peIcATa, HO OexaTb K Hel He
pellnInch: YEPHBIA 3Beph Iperpa)kaan UM IIyTh.

XononHasi sSpocTh W OecrouiafHAs KEeCTOKOCTH
BOILIOTHJIACH BO BCEM OOJIMKe DBHICH. Bes:kasocTHbIe
IJIa3a rPO3HO cMoTpesu B ymop Ha Toma, KocMaTsie
YIIM caMy [PYIKAMAJINCH K T'OJ0Be, KOrJa U3 MacTh
BBIPBIBAJIOCH 3JI0Belee LIUNEeHUe. BAPYr peICh NpH-
cejla HA 3a[HUX JAllaX ¥ IPHITHYJa BIEpEn.

Tom BcTperwns HamajgeHuWe, o6ypeBaeMblid HUYYTH
He MeHbIe# sipocThio. IrpuBoe HACTPOEHUE NaBHO
poILIO, KOT cTas Goitrom. M1 oba 3Bepsa ¢ MKyTKHM
BOEM IOKATHJIMCH KyDapeM IIO ILIOIIajKe.

OHM GBLIM IOYTH PABHBI POCTOM M BECOM, U BCE-
raku Toma K810 HEeMUHYEeMOe IIOPayKeHre B CXBaTKe
C OrpOMHOM KOIIKOH, KOTOpas IIPEBOCXOAMJIA ero
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M CUJIOM M OUKOCTHIO, YHACIEZOBAHHOM OT XMITHBIX
pefKOoB. 3acC/bIIIaB B JIeCy MSAyKaHbe 9TOH KOLIKH,
OJIEHM W KOCyJH B yKace ofpaimaiorca B 6ercrso;
llaske KODOJIb JIeCOB JIOCH IIPEAIIOYUTAET YHTH IIO-
JaJIblIe. ..

PricsiTa OTBAXKWJIMCh HAKOHEIL[ OCTABUTH CBOE
yoexuime. OHM TOKe MAYKaJM, M HA OCBIIM Ta-
KO BOM MOAHAJCA, YTO W3JAAM CJBIIIHO. BoT
NETEHBIUIN IONBITAJNCH IPUOJMBUTHCA K CpaKa-
IOIUMCS, HO TYT ’JKe B HCIyre OTIPAHYJIU. PBICh
u ToM pPasoILIUCH, TOTOBACH K HOBOMY IIPBIMKKY...
Ve cHoBa cxBartmiauch! M onsATh HAJ CKJIOHOM pas-
HEcCH APOCTHBIM BOM.

Tom or6uBaycsa KOITAMH U 3yb0aMu, M OO CHUX
Op €My yAaBaJOCh YBEPHYTHCA OT TPO3HBIX KJIbI-
KOB IIPOTUBHUKA.

BueszanHo crpamHas 6osb IIPOHM3AJa OJHO
YXO — DBICH UyThb ero He oropBazna. Tom oryagHHO
B3BBLI, BBIPBAJCH, IOAIPHITHYJ BBICOKO B BO3LYX
¥ IPU3EMJIMJICA Ha OCBHINM, IPAMO Ha KaMHaAX. Emé
MIPBIKOK, emé... KoT mpppoKKaMM MYaicsi BHHU3 IIO
OCBINIM, PBICH IIPOBOXKAJA €ro B3MIAZOM. OTiyméH-
Has CXBaTKOU, OHA He IIpecjeZioBaja IIPOTUBHUKA.
OTpsAXHYJIACh, CAU3HYJIA KPOBb C MOpAbI. IryGoxue
HapanuHbl UCIOJIOCOBAIN €€ IIKYpY.

Bapyr peick 3aMernia MEPTBOrO [JeTEHHINIA.
Pasgasnca npoTsiKHBIN, KAJOOHBIA BOM — JKYTKHH,
TOCKJIUBBIA 3BYK, KOTODPHIH AaJ€KO IPOKATUJICA IO
snecy. Poich nmpuHAIach 06Ju3bIBATE YOUTOrO AeTé-
HBIIIA, & JBOE PHICAT HETepIeJMBO DBajX 3aiina,
IOGBITOr0 MaTepbIo.
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Ilep u JIusa He maBajiu IOKOA MaMme M Iiame.

— Hy mnoueMy Henb3s IepeexaTb CerogHa? —
TBEPAWJIN OHU KaKIBIN JEHb.

W KOHYMJIOCH T€M, UTO CTAJIM COOUpATHCA B IYTh
panbiie o6bpruHOrO. «IlO’KAmyii, HMYero crpami-
HOI'O», — 3aKJIIOYWJI OTell, — IIOr0fa XOpOoUas, TeIlIo.
B kpaiiHeM ciaydae MOXKHO OyZeT YKPBITh CKOT B KO-
POBHUKE, CEHO B 3aIlace eCTh, [JI TOTO M CKOLIEHO,
BOBWUTH B JOJUHY TaKyl MajocTb cMbicia Her. Ko-
HEYHO, BECHOW IOroja IlepeMeHYHBasd, eljé MOMKeT
¥ TOXOJIOAATh, 4Yero mo0poro CcHer BBINANET, BOT
¥ CTOAWMTCS IPUIIACEHHOE CEHO».

ConHeyHBIM JHEM BbIEXalu CO JBOpa. 3ampbl-

raja IO PHITBUHAM TSKEJO HArpy:KeHHas IIOABOAA,
Ha Koropout cumen Ilep. Mama, mama u Jlusa mam
mosagu, MTOATOHsAS CKOTHHY. OB0pHBIE HLIyCTPHIE
TeaATa TAK ¥ HOPOBWJIN yAparb. TyT HyxXeH rias
na rias, He TO HOTOM Kak ux cobepéus! Bipo-
yeM, MOIPBIraB Ja IPHUYCTaB, TEIATA YTOMOHHJIUCH
W TOCIYUIHO 3aTPyCHUINM TIyCbKOM 3a KODOBAMH.




ITosuyumia MyX U CIeIHeH IPOBOMXKAIU CTAA0 U IIOA-
BOAY depes Jec.

K nomyzHio [no0panuck OO 3HAKOMBIX JIyTOB.
3apaBCTBYH, ceTep, BOT U CBHUAEINCH onATh! Beioxy
yaKe Tmpobuiach TpaBa, GesoCTBOIbHBIE GEPESKH BO-
KpyT JOMa KyTaJuch B CBexuil 3enéHbIH ybop. Tu-
XUA BeTepoK mIpo0ekasl IO MAaKyUIKaM JepeBbeB,
KOTJ]a OTell OTBOPWJI BOPOTa B OTrpajie — IPOIYCTUTh
TIOABOAY.

Orer 3ansicsa Jomansio, a Ilep u JIusa co Bcex HOr
mobexanu K gomy. Heyskean ceiiuac Toma yBupar?

Tlepex OBEPBIO OHU OCTAHOBUJIKCH, IO3BAJIL:

— Tom, Tom, uau croma! ToMm, KuC-KHC, MBI IIPH-
exanmu K tebe. Tom! Tom!

Hukaxoro orsera. CUpOT/IMBasg THUIIWHA Iapuja
B cerepe. Ilogomén orer, oTnep ABephb, U JeTH BO-
pBanuch B ceHu. Moxer, Tom B cBoeil mocresnu, Ha
OBUWHE JIEKHUT? )

Ho u 3xecy paszouapoBanue. Hery Toma. Tonbko
ropka OGIVIOZaHHBIX KOCTOYEK Ha IOy Ja JBe-TPHU
JOXJIBIX MBIIIN.

Orern cxasau:

— CoBcem HegaBHO ObLi! BupuTe: MBIIIN JIesKaT
emé. 3uaunt, u ToMm rae-HUOYAb MOOJIM30CTH.

Ot pagoctu Ilep m JIusa saupsirasu. 34ech OH,
HAa CeHOBajle, MOXeT, WIN B KOpPOBHHKe! BhICKO-
MM M3 A0Ma — W B capail, Becb CEHOBAJ O0OBI-
ckasu. Hery... I Ha 30B He orkiukaercd. OHu
B KOPDOBHUK, HO M TYT KOTa He OKa3aJoCh.

Ietu BepHYJIUCh B IOM obecKypaskeHHbIe. Mama
yoKke cBapuia Koe, HaKpbLIa Ha CTOJ.
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— Hy-xa, cagurech, moembre, — IO3BajJa OHA.

Ilep u JIuza Moaya ceam 3a CTOJN. Y HUX BADYT
COBEPIIEHHO IIPoIlaja 0X0Ta eCTh, XOTA IO IIyTH Ha
ceTep OHU uyepe3 Ka)Kble Be MUHYTHI JKaJIOBAJIUCh
Ha TOJIOJ.

— Embre u He BemaiitTe Hocal — moxboapuI mama,
IOHMMAas, YTO TBOPHUTCA Ha ayuie y pebar. — Hey-
skesqn Bbl nymasn, Tom Ha mepBwlil 'Ke 30B ABUTCH?
BoH Kakas moroja cjaBHafdg, Ja MaJoO JU KyAa OH
3abpés. Emé npuznér, BOT yBUAHTE.

U xorma BeuepHASA T€Hb HAKPbLIA JOJUHY U PEKy,
Ilep u Jlusa cupmenu Ha KpbLIblle, momkugas Toma.
Kakyio Bcrpeuy emy npuroroBmiu! Komer mosroit
3UMe, XOJIOLY U OXMHOYECTBY. A CKOJIBKO CJIMBOK IIPH-
macau — 1ei BBoso. Huyero fyisi Hero He IOKaJseroT.
Ilep u JIusa pasMeyTaauCh U COBCEM INPUMOJIKIIM.

Brimisnysna mama:

— He npogpporuere?

BosBpardck B KOMHATy, OHa CKasaJja OTIy:

— Xorts 651 BepHysca ToM, Hey:KTo mpomai...

Orer; KMBHYJ: [JeACTBUTEJNBHO, XOTS ObI IIOKa-
3ajicsi, YTOOBI IEeTH 3HAJIM, YTO OH JKHB.

Ho Bpemsi nuto, a Tom He moaBaaiaca. Mama
BBIILIA HA KPbUIbIO. IlocTOsB, 3aroBopmia:

— A Bosayx-To Kakoil ceipoit! Hy-ka, moiigure
O/leHbTECH IOTEIlIee, He TO IPOCTHIHETE, JapOM UTO
BeCHa.

Ox Kak He XO0TeJIOCh YXOAWUTh C KPBLIbIA...

Ilana BCTPeTHJI MX MPUCTAIBHBIM B3IVIALOM.

— Jla BB moimure, AETH, — MOJBHJI OH HAKO-
Hell, — He Tak 9710 upocro! He mpuaér on Tak cpasy,
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OTBBIK Bexb or Jiofeii. IlepBoe Bpems, KOHEUHO,
Gyzer xopoHuThca. OpmeBaiiTech-Ka Jia crynaiite ry-
JIATH — MOWTpAaiiTe, corpeirecs!

Ilep u JIuga He JIOOMIN IEPEYUTH Ilale U MaMme.
Ho urpa me sagunace. IIpesxzae, 6bIBasio, UX B Iep-
BBIE JHM TaK X MaHUJIO 3a6paThcs Ha CeHOBaJ, 06-
JIa3UTh KOPOBHHK. A Telepb HUKAKOro HacTpoe-
HUA...

COeranu Ha Jyr, HAULIX HUIPYIIEYHBIX KOPOB,
KOTOpbIe C MPOLLJIOT0 TIOfa OCTAJINCH, ITOYHMHUJIHN
cBoil «3aroH». OTTyza samim B KOpOBHHK. Ilep
u Jluza J100MIM BOMTH B CTOHMJIO K CKOTHHE U Ja-
CKOBO IIOrOBOPUTH ¢ Hel. VI KOPOBBI DajoBaIuCh
MM — HUKAK He XOTeJY II0TOM OTIYCKAaTh, MbIUAJH,
Korga meru yxomuuu pomoit. ¥ Ilepa u JIussr 656110
10 TEJIEHKY, KOTOPBIX OHM camMu pactuau. C HUMH
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Bcerga 1éa oco0eHHO MJMHHBIA pasroBop. Tensara
II0-CBOEMY BBIPQIKAIHM PaJOCTh: HOPOBHUIM 00JIM3aTh
CBOHX Jpy3ei.

Konunnca nepseiit neHs Ha cerepe. Ilep u JIusa
3abpanuch KaKJbli B CBOIO KPOBaTh M TOTYAaC ycC-
HyJH. YCTalXd BCE-TAKH.

*kk

Tom BosBpamiajcs BHHU3 IO JOJWHE, II0 Oepery
3HAKOMOI pEeKH, KOTopas yKe CTOJIBKO pas ObLia
eMy [POBOAHUKOM. 3a 9TH JHH OH yCIIeJ YWATH Ja-
JIEKO OT ceTepa, Tak JajJeKo, YTO Telepb M He 3HAJ
naxe, rme ero gom. Illén mMegeHHO, HE HCKaJl HU
MBI, HU MHOM HOOBIYU: IIOCTEe CXBATKU C PBICHIO
Tom xBoOpai. .

Ha #ém He OBLIO KHBOTO MeCTa, HO OCOOEHHO J0-
Kyudasio yxo. OToOpBaHHOE IOYTH HAIPOYb, OHO 6OJI-
TAIOCh JIOCKYTOM, IIPUYUHSS MYYHTEJbHYIO 00Jb.
WUpér, Gemuara, u MsayKaeT Tak XajaoOHO... Ceii-
yac Obl Ha OBYMHE OTJIEXKATbCA, HO rue cerep? He-
usBecTHO. Bcé BOKpyr uyxzo u HezHakomo. Tomy
OBLIO HEBIOMEK, YTO PEKa IPUBEJET ero K AOMY.

Hacrynun Beuep. Bosne Harperoro CcosHIEM
kamus Tom cBepHyscs KamaunkoMm. Criepsa He Mor
YCHYTBH OT GOJIN, HAKOHEI] 3afpeMaJl, IIOCTAHbIBAsA BO
cue. EMy Bujenuch faBHO 3a0bIThble KAPTHHBI. 3Be-
HeJI KOJOKOJBYUK, Mbl4aja KopoBa... W oTKyzma-To
ronoc: «Tom, Kuc-xuc, Tom, uau ciozal»

Tom cyums Jjamamu, OeKayJ BO CHe Ha 3BYK KO-
JIOKOJIbUMKa, Ha rosoc... Cropeil, ckopeil Tyza!
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Vrpom ero pasbypuao conHne. Tom coHHO 1O-
TAfeJ BOKPYI M BHE3AIHO B3APOTHYJ, BCIIOMHHB
BuepamHee. He TOHUTCS 3a HUM OTPOMHAsS KOIIKA?

Con cpasdy npomén, u ToM BCIOMHHJI, YTO OT
TOTO 3JIOIOJYYHOIO MecTa yclea Aajleko yitu. Bo-
JleJla UclIapalaHHas MOpPZAa, BCE TeJ0 HBLIO, M YXO
GosnTasoch mo-upexkHeMy. ToM CHOBa JABHHYJCA
B IIyTh — MCKATh CBOH ceTep, YIOTHYIO IIOCTeNb.

Horu mioxo ciyuiajauch ero, B IIasax MYTHJIOCH
or 6oam, a TYyT ewé aTo yxo... Tom nEPHYNI rosoBoii,
IBITAACH CXBATUTh. €r0 3y6aMu, HO HE CMOT' HOTA-
HYTbHCH.

Taxk u meés OH BHOJb PEKU BeCh JeHb, [0 ca-
MOTO Beuyepa, KOTZa OT BEPIIWH CHOBA IPOTAHYJIHCH
nauEEBIe Teau. Torma OH HAMEN yAoOHOE MeCTo
u Jjér. Ho B 9Ty HOYb €My He MPHUILIOCH YCHYTh.
Ilonemuory 6Gosb orcrynasa, u Tom BApPYr ocTpo
OILYTHJI TOJIOZ.

KoHumioch TeM, YTO OH BCTAJl X IOWEN BBI-
CIIEKMBATh MBILIEH Cpeau KOoueK M KycToB. [IByx
modMaj ¥ CbeJ, HANWICA M3 PEYKM Ja W IOIIEN
najibllie BHU3 10 GEpelKkKy, CIIyrMBas DPoKaHOK,
Y KOTOpBIX cedyac miaBHas 3a6ora 6GblIa THE3XO
u sina. CBUCT BCTPEBOMKEHHBIX IITHI] CJIOBHO IIOJ-
rousan Toma. Buepén, Buepén!

Bor y»e HOBBIII NeHb 3aHAJCA HaJ TropaMu Ha
BocTOKe. OrHeHHbIE MeYM NIPOHU3AJHN MAKYIIKH MO-
ry4uXx COCEH, M HABCTPEUYY COJIHIY IOJHUMAJICH U3
Jleca 3BOHKHI nTuywmii me6er.

A peka BcE pajbliie TOPOIUTCA — HETIA 3a IeT-
€M, netia 3a nemiéi. Teuenune moaMbIBaIo Oepera,
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¥ MecTaMH MNOJYYMJINCHh 3aBoAu. Bosme oxHON u3
Hux ToM ocTaHOBWJICS: B peKe B3aJ-BIEPEN CHO-
Basa peiba!l Kor maske OOJMBHYJICS U OTOPYEHHO
3amsaykai. Bor oHa, ena, na kak eé B3aThb? Ilomsl-
TaJCA JAIOH NOAKeTh — GeperkHO Tak, YK 6GOIBHO
BoJa xojopHas... Kakoe Tam, pbiba ToT4ac yuiia.
Byaro u He OBLIO HMKOTO B 3aBOJW.

Ilensrit nenp Tom mésn mouTH 6Ge3 IEpPeRBINIKH.
OnsaThk COJHIE KOCHyJIOCh TIpe0Heil Ha 3amaze.
CJI0BHO TTHUYBSL CTas, OKPYXKaju ero 0arpoBble
obsaka. YucThle Tpead IEeBYEro ApO3ha 3BydYasu
B THINWHE HAJ CKJIOHAMHU, HAIOJHAS BCIO TOJHHY
3BOHKOM MY3BIKOW.

B cBersioM, emjé TpemeuiyueM KpacHBIMHU Iepe-
guBaMu HeGe BBICOKO-BBICOKO UYepHeJa KaKad-TO
TOYKa. BApyr TpoHyJach ¢ MecTa M IOILIBLIA KPY-
ramMm, CTaHOBAChL BCE Oosbmie, Oosabmie... Opén
BeIcMaTpuBaer n00bryy ¢ BbimuHb! IIpumermi:
B DeKe BosJje IlepeKaTa XOAUT KpynHasa pei6a. Ha
MUT 3aMep B BO3JyXe — U, CJIOKUB KDPBLIbA, KaM-
HeM BHU3!

Tom Ge3 ycranu mén BIepExR BAOIbL Gepera uepes
KaMHM ¥ KODHU, CKBO3b KYCThl M BBICOKHII Bepeck.
Jlec paccTymmics, OTKpbLIACH OOJbIIas IIpOrajuHa.
Crosi Ha ONyIIKEe, KOT OINIANEJCA BOKPYI: YTO-TO
smakomoe... Hy kKomeuHo: Tor cerep, rze Ilemre
ocTajca Jexarb Ha JbAy, rae Tom, yberad BHU3
II0 peKe, yCJIBINIAJ CTPAIIHBIA L[EJIYOK, U CJIOBHO
BeTep B3bEPOIIMJI eMy IIepcTh Ha cnuHe. Hemo-
HATHAs CUJA BJIEeKJa ero K Mecry rubenu Ilesre,
u Tom HampaBWJICA K YCTBIO PydYbd. BypHBIN IIOTOK
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MYTHOH CTpPYé#l BpBIBAJICSA B PEKy, KOTOpad 3[ecCh
KPYTO IIOBOPaYMBAJIA.

Kor morisimes Ha pydei, Ha ceTep, OIACJIHBO
npuHoxaicsa. Ho Teneps u3 fomMa HH4eM He IIaxJjo.
VYenokoennstit, on nogomeés K Boge. Mowxxer, Ilemre
u cefiuac rue-Hubyap TYT?

Bapyr ubsi-TO rojioBa BBINVIHYJIA M3-32 KOUKK
ua 6epery. Her, aro ue Ilesre! Tom B3zporuyJ, 3a-
mumesa, ¥ BeAPA — 9TO ObLIa OHA — TOXKe B3JPOT-
Hyna. MrHoBeHHe OHa TIiAfeJa Ha KOTa, IIOTOM
ucuesna. Bropoit pas B xkus3Hm Tom yBHAen, Kak
3Bepb IIPbIraeT B DPEKy M CKPHIBAETCA IIOJ, BOJOM.
Her ero! Tonbko my3bIDBKH
JIOIAIOTCSL HA I[IOBEPXHOCTH.
BuesanHo Bpaiu oT Oe-
pera OH NMPUMETHJ KaKOe-TO
nemxenne. Tak BoT B uéMm
JleJIo: 3Beph ILIBIBET uepes
peky Ha Ty croporny! Bor
BeIOpaJicsi Ha Geper u Ipo-
nas B Kycrax. Kor mocrosm:
MoxeT, mosiBurca emEé? OH
JKOAJN IIPOCTO TaK, M3 JIO-
OombITCTBA, €My COBCEM He
XOTeJIOCh HU C KeM APAThCA.
OH 1o cux mop ObLI BeCh
CJIOBHO DpasOUTBHIA, ¥ Ha-
JOpBaHHOE yXO0 GOJTAIOCH,
KaK JIOCKYT.

3aTo Temeps €ro OKpy-
KAy 3HaKOMBbIe Mecta. Tom




Jaxke moOexkas, MAyKad Ha xony. Emy He Ttepme-
JIOCh TIOCKOpe# OYYTHUTHCA B CBOEU ITOCTEJNH, OTHO-
XHYTh Kak CjefyeT IIOCJe BCero — II0CJe HOJIIOro
IIyTEUIeCTBUASA B JIECY M CTPAIIHOro 60s Ha OCHIIU.

Beut yxe mosgHuil Beuep, korma Tom cBepHy:
¥ 3aTpycus BBEPX IO CKJOHY K CBOEMY CeTepy.
Ckopee, cxopee momoit! Bor m jayr. Tom moGesxasn
K capaio: ciepBa HAIUTHCA B 3KEJI00€, IIOTOM MOXKHO
WATH CIATh.

Ho uro aro? Yro 3a 3amax? Tom HOTAHYJ BO3-
ayx HocoM. IlaxHeT co CTOpDOHBI ceTepa: 0e3 Hero
TaM [OSBHUJIOCH YTO-TO HOBOe!

OH moxkpascs, Tadch, K capaio, HaIHJICH, OT-
TyZa OCTOPOKHO ITOLIEN K KpbLIblly. Ha crymeHbke
IIOCTOSAJI, IPHUCIYIINBAACS.

Kakwue-to 3Byku... M samax u3 masa... Tom oro-
pomnen. Ilaxe HemHOro 60sA3HO crano. OH cen, TH-
XOHBKO MSAYKHYJI. BCIOMHIINCH BUY€pAIIHUIl COH
u panékue rosoca: «Tom, Kuc-Kuc, unu cozgal»

Kor cHOBa MAYKHYJI, FOTOBBIN 6Gerxarb Ha 30B, —
3HaTh OBl TOJBKO, OTKYJa B30BYT...

BuesanHO OH HacTopokmica u Berad. M3 Ko-
POBHMKA HOHECCSA IeBYyYMil 3BOH KOJOKoJbunka. Ho
BeJb U ATOT 3BYK u3 ero cHal Tom, Kpagyduchk, IIO-
oL K KOPDOBHUKY M 3aMep Ilepej ABePbIO.

KopoBbI LIyMHO KeBaju CBOIO JKBAUKy, X BMeCTe
¢ TEIUIBIM BOBAYXOM ILIBLI TaKoi BKyCHBIH nyx. Tom
NPUHIOXAJICS — N0 Yero ke 3HAKOMBIA 3amax... Bapyr
BCE BCTAJIO HA MeCTO. Bapyr Bospoamiack B IMaMAaTH
MoJTHAS KapTWHA BCErO TOrO, YTO GBLIO: rojoca U 30B,
KOPOBb€ MbIYaHWE U NAPHOE MOJIOKO, X PBIOA...
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T'poMroe xamo0HOe MAyKaHbe BeIpBasochk y Toma.
KopoBbl 0eCcroKOHHO 3alIeBeIHINCh B CTOMJIAX,
¥ OH CTPEMIVIAB METHYJICA B OKYTAHHBIH BeCEHHUM
CyMpakKoM Jiec.

L& & |

9r1o mpomsouwno yrpom. Mama, JIusa u Ilep
BBINLIM U3 KOPOBHUKA, BAPYr JIusa samepna Ha
MecrTe.

— Tom! — kpukHyna oHa. — Tom! — OHa moKasasa
pykoit mame u Ilepy, KOTOpBIe YAUBJIEHHO IVIAAEIHN
Ha Heé. — Tom!

Ilep mpocienus 3a €€ HaablieM M Ha OIYLIKe
neca yBugen Toma. Kor HezoBepumBO, HACTOPO-
JKEHHO CMOTDeJI Ha HUX, IpAYach 3a Koukoi. Mama
OCTaBWJIa Ha 3€MJIIO0 IONOWHUKU C MOJIOKOM, OHA
He Bepuwyia COGCTBEHHBIM IJIa3aM.

— Mawma! — sakpuyaiu Ilep. — Buauims, BepHyJICS
Tom! Tom Bepuycs!

JleTy NpPOTSHYJIN PYKM BIEDEXN:

— Tom, Tom, uau cioga, Tom, uxu Kk Ham!
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U oum momiy K HEMY, MaHS PyKaMU U TOJOCOM.

Tom moKa He JBUrajCA C MeCTa, TOJIbBKO BECh Ha-
npArcs... BAPYr BBICOKO NIOANPHITHYJI X METHYJCS
npoub. MUT — M CKPBLICA CPeIU HEePEBBEB.

Ilep u JIusa niaua BepHYJHCh K MaMe, OT MaMbI
nobekanu K Iare.

— Ms1 Bugenu Tomal — 3axpuyany OHU €IE B CEHAX.

Ilama BbIIIEJ K HAUM HaBCTPEYY, YTOOBI PacCIpoO-
cuTh, Kak 210 ObLI0. ITomocmesa mama, OTCTaBHMJIA
nonoiHUKU M oOHsma Jlugy, yremas eé. A mama
npusiaék K cebe Ilepa.

— Hy Bor, Bugenn Toma, — TOBOpPMJI OH MIyT-
JIWBO, — a caMmu Iiadere... Jla TyT pasBe ILIaKaTh
mano? S Obl Ha BalleM MecTe pafoBascsa! YBHUAeNN
Toma, ybeauaucs, uyTo kuB. Bor eciu 6b1 oH 1morud,
Torma caéssl keraru! Ilocaymaiite, 9To A CKaxy. —
On o6uan Ilepa mokpemde. — B ciexyromuit pas,
kak npumerure Toma, Gyxbre ocToposkHee. Croiite
HAa MecTe M TUXOHbKO MaHumre. Hu 3a uro He Oe-
rure K Hemy! A MBI ¢ MaMoil cerogHA BeuepoOM
BBICTABMM €My II0€CTb, g HAPOYHO MsACa 3aXBaTHII.
Mama MOJIOKA IIYCTh HaubET. Masio-oMaly Ipupy-
YUM OIATh, CTAHET IPUBBIKATH M BCE OimiKe IOX-
xoauTb. TONBKO MOMHHTe: 0elKaTh K HeMy HeJb3d,
nase UATH GBICTPO, HE TO OH ewié Gosbline opobeer!
A Kax IpUBBIKHET, CTAHET OJM3KO IOANYCKATh — He
crmemuTre OpaTh €ro Ha PYKHM WM 3aJepPiKHUBATh Ka-
KuM-HUOYAb crocoboM. PasBe uTo mo cimHe IOTJIa-
IUTh, TUXOHBKO TaK, HE IOPAYUTHCH!

Ilep u JIuza BeITEpaH CIE3BI M, yIbIOAsACH, CMO-
Tpeau Ha orna. KTo Ha cBere foOpee mambl M MaMbI!
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Bcé B TounocTu OyAyT HesaTh, KaK Iama IIOCOBETO-
Baj, u Tom cHOBa NpU3HAET UX.

— A BTOpO# KOT, ero Bbl Bupeau? — CIPOCHI
namna 4yTh IOTOAA.

Her, Hu Mama, HU JeTH HUKOTO He IPUMETHIH,
kpome Toma. Mosker, B yecy mpsaranca?

— Ecam Tosbko Jvica ero He 3ajylInmia, — cKasas
oTell M BCTAJ: IOpa OBLIO BHIMTYCKATH CKOTHHY.

w ok ok

Becw caenyromuit nens Ilep u JIusa xoxuam BoO-
Kpyr cerepa u 3Basu Toma:

— Tom, Tom, kmc-Kuc!

Samau B Jlec, MCKalM 3a KOYKAMH, 3a Jepe-
BbaAMHU. J[0 TeX mOp 3BasH, mMOKa He oxpumiu. Orern
¥ MaTh CJHEWJU 3a HUMHU, CTOSA Ha KPBLIbIE. XOTh
661 mockopee Tom BepHyJICS K pebaTaM M CTajo GBI
BCE II0-CTAPOMY, IIO-XOPOILIEMY...

Ho HemapoM roBopuTCsi: Ha BCAKOE XOTEHHE
noJKHO ObITh TepreHwe. Tom He Mor mo6opoTh
cBOel poOOCTH, OH He IMPUKOCHYJICSA HU K MACY, HU
K CJMBKaM, KOTOpble MaMa Hajujla Ha GJI0REeYKO
¥ [OCTaBWJIa Ha KPBLIBLO AJIA HETo.

3aT0, Korja Ha CJIefyIOIINi JeHb MaMa Be4epoM
momnuIa JOUTH, KOT CHAEJ BO3JEe ABEPH B KOPOBHUK.
3aBHueB €€, OTCKOYMJ B CTOPOHY, HO He yb6erxau,
a orowén Ha 0e30IacHOe DacCTOAHWE W CHOBa Cell.
C roro camoro uaca, kak oH yBuges Ilepa u Jlusy,
B ylmax y Hero meju rojoca. Korma geru KIUKaIu
Toma, OH IOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO BO3BpallaeTca ObLIOE.
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U Bechb HeHb OH XOAWJ KPagy4YHCh BJOJb HU3rOPOIH,
cayuiaj, KaKk OHU €ro 30ByT.

— Tom, Tom, Kuc-Kuc, uau crozal

Yro-To 06BEAUHSAET €ro C HUMH, OH TBEPAO 3HAJ
910, HO uro? W Temeph, BCTPETHMBIINCH C MaMO,
OH TakKKe IIBITIIMBO PasIVIAABIBAI eé.

— Tom, KHC-KHC, KHCOHBbKAa, MU Cclofal — Io-
3BaJia OHA WM IPOTAHYJA €My DYKY.

Cupur, He IIEJOXHETCA, HO BHUAHO: CJyIIAeT.
Mama emé 0wl 3Bajia, ga AouTh Hamo. Tom moaro
cayliaj] yMHDOTBODEHHOE IbIXaHWE KOPOB, OHO BBI-
3bIBAJI0 B HEM CTOJBKO BocIOMuHAaHUWMA... Houbio

C KpPBLIbIla MCYE3JIM U MACO U MOJIOKO.




* %k

Tax mpomén u geHb u aBa. Ilep u JIusa omars
Berpeuaauch ¢ Tomom: paHO YTpPOM, KOTZA OHM
BBINLJIM M3 [JOMAa, OH CTPEMIVIAB BBICKOUMJ M3 ca-
pas u mobGexas OBLIO K JieCy, HO BO3Je KODOBHUKA
OCTAHOBWJICSL W CeJl, MIAAA Ha HUX. lleTu mnoumiu
K Tomy, IOTOM BCIIOMHUJIM, YTO HEJIB3S €r0 IyraTb,
u TOKe ocTaHOBMIKCH. [Ioknukanu — u BApyr Tom
OTBETHJI JOJITHM «MA-ay».

Ilep m JIusa ToT4ac mobexxanu B JOM, IIOfe-
JIUTHCS CBOEH PAZiOCTHIO C MAIOW M MaMOM.

— Tom HaM MAYKHYJ! — KPUYaJXd OHH.

— A Kak e WHaYe, — CIIOKOHHO TakK, yBEPEeHHO
orBeTMs1 oren. — Bor yBugute, oH OymeT Bac Bcé
6amxe u Onmke moamyckarb. Ho, 4yp, IOMHHUTH
MOH COBeT: He 3aJepiKuBaiiTe ero, AOPOTU He Ipe-
rpaskaaire!

— Her-Her, HU 3a 4TO, — 3aBEPUIN JETH.

W xorga OHM BeuepoOM JIeMIM CHaTh, TO HOJITO-
nmosiro ropopuau npo Toma, moka COH He CMOPHII.

VYrocroBepuBUINCH, YTO OHU CIIAT, MaMa CKasasa:

— JKanb, KOT He NMOHUMAaeET, KaK WCKPEHHe JeTH
ero j6ar... OH Obl cpady K HUM mnpuiméi!

— KoneuHo, ’Kajnb, — coIaCHJICA OTel. — XO-
poIIO, YTO pedsTa IPUYYaIOTCA JIOOUTH KUBOTHBIX,
HO y»K O4yeHb MHOro mepexxuBanumii ¢ Tomom. Hu-
4ero, BCé OyZeT B IOPAAKe.

ToM Temepp Ka)KAyI0 HOYL Chefas] TO, YTO CTa-
BUJIM eMy Ha Kpbuiblle. M Bcé valme IOABIAICA
BO3se moma M KopoBHuKa. Kak ke xoresoch Ilepy
u Jluze moiimars ero! Ho mama He paspemad.
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YroBop Bcero noposke: KOT He JOJKEH YyBCTBOBATH
HUKAKOTO NPUHYKJEHNH, HEBOJIUTH €r0 HeJIb3d.

Pas, nmoBcrpeuaB Toma Bo3je capasi, oTel BADPYT
NPUMETHJ: YTO BTO y HEro C IOJIOBOH, CJIOBHO He
xBaraer 4ero-to... I xornga Tom momén obpaTHO Ha
CEHOBAJI, OTel] NMpUTAMiICA U Bcé pasriaagen. OxHo
yX0 KoTa OBLIO HAZOPBAHO, CJOBHO JIOCKYT BHCEJIO.
Jdto HAmO Ke, Kak jocraysoch Oexusre! JoKHO
OBITH, B JKECTOKYIO IIepeJeJKy Iomal...

Ilpugss B mom, mama pacckasai: Moj, Tom-to
uyTh 6e3 yxa He OCTaJCH.

— He unaue ¢ Jsmco#l CcXBaTMJCS, — IIPOJOJIKAI
o"H. — Bor Bam um orBer: mouemy oH oguH. Berpe-
THJIM JIACY, MEHBIIEro KoTa OHa ojojena, a Tom
mocujbHEe, BOT ¥ OTOWJICS, TOJBKO YXO IIOCTpa-
naso. Hy na m juca BpsAA JIM HOTH yHecJa — BOH
Kakoi Haum ToM OrpoOMHBINH!

Ilama sTO Jaske ¢ ropAoCTbIO cKasasu. IloHATHO:
KOJU yXO OTOPBaHO, 0e3 CXBaTKM He OOOIILIOCH.
Ecnu Obl mama 3HaJI, YTO U3 IOEJUWHKA C JIMCOH
Tom BbImen 6e3 eINMHON IApalWHbI, YTO PaHEHOe
yX0 mamMATKa 0 exuHOGOpCTBE C KyZda Oosee omac-
HBIM 3BepeM, KOTODBIi MWIOM DAacHpaBHICH OBI
¢ OOBIKHOBEHHBIM KOTOM!

Mama u JeTd TOKe NyMasid, KaK W Iana, 4TO BU-
HOBaTa Juca. Bexusra Tom, AOKHO GBITB, GOTBHO
emy. [Ipumén 661 K HUM, y2K OHM ObI €r0 BBITEYMIIH!

Tenepp Jlusa u Ilep um BoBce I7az ¢ Hero He
ceoguiu. He pas oH uX coBceM OJIMBKO IIOAILY-
CKaJ, U OHM XOPOLIO BHUZENH, KaK OoJTaerca Jio-
ckyT. Knukanu Toma, MaHMIN, HO KOT He pemIajcs

87



nopoiitu. PazBe UTO OTBETHUT HOJITUM «MAY» H IIO-
TSIHETCsI, CJIOBHO €r0o IOTVIaJUJIU.

ITana cpasy aTo IIOAMETHJI.

— Wms Thi! — ckasamx oH opHamkabl. — Ckopo
¥ B JOM BOWUTH OTBAXKUTCH!

U B caMOM JeJie: KOT, 4YTO HU [€Hb, BCE OJIMIKe
mogxonuia. EMy oueHb XOTeJIOCh B JOM 3aWTH, OCO-
6enno xorma Ilep u Jlusa ero sBanu. [laméxkue ro-
Jjoca OmATh Ccraju OJu3KuMu. ToM UYyBCTBOBAJ,
3HAJ — 9TO ero 30ByT. BcIOMHHAs, OH CJIOBHO
HA KapTUHKE BHAEJ ce0s WrpamoluM C JeTbMH
HA Jyry... A BOT NbET MOJIOKO BO3JIe NEYKH... Bor
uznér ¢ Ilepom Ha peKy u ecT PbIOY, CKOJIBKO BJI€3eT.

Ho Benp ObLia ene MpayHasg OCeHb M CypO-
Bas 3MMa, KOIAA OH OCTaJCH OWH, Ge33aluTHBII
[IPOTUB APYTHX JIIOAEH, KOTOpbIe IIETKATIH YeM-TO
crpamnbiM. CTOIBKO Bcero ObLIO B HeZOOpbIE, TEM-
Hble [OHU, OTAEJAKI[UE Ty IOPY OT HBIHEIIHEeH...
Ilense, KOTOPOro CryOMJ 4YeJOBEK, CXBATKU C IH-
KHMH JKMBOTHBIMH, 6Gopp0a € TrojogoM, a TIJIaB-
HO€ — C OXMHOYECTBOM.

OpuHOKasi JKU3HL pa3Buia B Tome IWKOCTb,
¥ OHA Tellepb yObIBaJa MeJIJIEHHO, OYeHb MeJJIeHHO.
On u cam He xores 6Gosbine OBITH AMKUM, HO M Pyd-
HBIM CTaTh He pellaJcs.

* Kk

N Bppyr Tom CJI0OBHO OZHMM MaxoM COPOCHI
¢ cebs OUKOCTb, pasoM OT Heé orpenaiucs. Ilama
U MaMa cujgeJu B KoMmHare. Bapyr BGexasn Ilep
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M [MENOTOM, TOYHO 06O0fACH KOTO-TO CIIyTHYTb, CKa-
3aJI, MOA3BIBAA UX DYKOH K OKHY:
— DInagure, rusigure ckopeir — JImsa u Tom!
ITama 1 MmamMa MHUTOM OKa3aJuCh y OKHa. U yBu-
nmenu: Jluza cupur Ha KamHe u riaguT Toma! Ila-mal

TnaguT u rragur, poOKO Tak, 0CTOPOXHO... A Tom,
OTPOMHBIN YEPHBIN KOTHUINE, TOJBKO CIHHY BBITH-
6aer or HacaaxAeHHd. Mama M mana He MOTJIHA OT
HUX I71as3 oropBartb. [oaro cmorpenu. Bapyr Jlusa
THUXOHBKO BCTaJIa C KAMHA ¥ IIOULIA K ceTepy, MaHA

Toma pyxkoii. I Kiaukaja ero — XOThb U He CJBIIIHO
CKBO3b OKHO, jAa mo pry BugHo. I Tom momeén 3sa
"eit! Mexmnenno mén, ¢ omackoil... Ha Kpsiabne
OCTaHOBWJICHA, HO JIusa IpomosKasa HATATHCH, II0-
3Bajia ero us ceHeil. Her, cBepHyJ, He cIemia Ipo-
maraj B capaidl W yJércd Ha ceHoBaJe.

Ilep u JIuza — 3a HUM, HO OTel 3aZep:Kaj HX.

— He ToponuTech, He cremuTe, — CKasaJ OH. —
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Ilepasi moGena 3aBoéBaHa, OyJeM TIOTOBUTH BTO-
pyto.

B mociexyiomye IHA AeTH OT BOJHEHHA MeCTa
cebe me Haxoamiu. TOJBKO IO3aBTPaKalOT — U 3a
nBepb, k¥ Tomy. To m gneno Ha KpBLIbIE €ro 3a-
craBanu. OTBOPAT — OH IPBHITHET B CTOPOHY M TH-
XOHBbKO Msykaer. Ilogossun naxe Ilepy u Jluse mo-
rIaguTh ce0s, HO IOTOM BCE-TAKU YXOIWII.

A ommaxasr Tom Bomén B cenu. OH mouT:
crmpaBuicsa co cBouM crpaxoMm. Torma mama moma-
HWIa ero m3 KoMHaThl. KoT HepemmuTenpHO IpH-
Giusuiicsi, WArHyJ dYepe3 IIOPOT M OCTAHOBHJICH.
Crour, ocMaTpuUBaeTcs, CJIOBHO B YYXKOH AOM IIO-
majg. Mama BmoJiHe Moryia ObI 3aTBOPUTH 3a HUM
BEpb, HO He CTajla: TaKUM crocobom Apykby He
BepHENmb. 3aTO pelnJach Ha Jpyroe, 4To IIOKa
He yAaBaJoCh HeTsM: HarHyjack, mogHana Toma
Ha DyKH u cena ¢ HuM. W KoT xoTh 6B1 uro! TyT
¥ Tamna IOoAOIIE] W JeTH, a OH 3Hail cebe JIEKHUT
y MaMbl Ha KojeHsaX. Emé m 3aMypJbIKaI, U CTAJX
cam Teperbcs 0 mamuHy pyky! IToTroM cockoumia
HA IOJ W MexjeHHO Bbeimies. OHM MoJ4Ya IPOBO-
IUIYA ero B3IJISLOM, OT BOJHEHHS y BCEX dYeTBe-
PBIX AYX 3aXBaTHJIO.

Bropasa nmo6ena 3aBoéBanal

* ok ok

C roro nus Tom Hauan Bcoogy XonuTh 3a Ilepom
u JIusoii. A Kak-TO Be4epOM BOLIET BMeCTe C HUMHU
B KOMHATYy — ¥ K CBOei mocresau, u Jér tam. To-To
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6b10 uKoBaHwme! JleTr Tak M JBHYJIN K HEMY, TO
OTJIafgAT, TO JIACKOBBIE CJIOBA TOBOPAT.

A yx Tom pmo TOro noBOJIEH, JaJjblile HEKyAa:
MypJblder, ¢ 00Ky Ha OOK moBopaumBaercda. UyB-
CTBOBaJI — BEPHYJIOCh BCEé TO HOOpoe, YTO HA BpeMs
OTAANUIOCH OT Hero. Iylagkuii, WIEPCTh JIOCHUTCA,
¥ HEeMY/JPEHO: CKOJIbKO ObI MOJIOKA HU IIWJI, GJII0AIIe
BCerjga IOJHOe, 3a OTHUM He OfuH rias ciaexmi. He
TO uTO JEN B KEM0Ge nmsarn! la OH yxKe Ty IOpy
1 3a0bIBAaThL HAYaJl, CTEPCS B MaMATH U IOENU-
HOK ¢ pbickio. TolbKO BO CHe HMHOIZA SABJIAINACH
eMy U pbICh, M pocoMaxa. U KOT CepAuTo phIual,
a mama TOBODHUI:

— Onsarp Ham Tom ¢ smcoit cpaxkaerca!

Orkyzna emy 3HaTh, 4TO HcIbITaI ToM B BTy cypo-
By10, JioTyi0 3umy!.. OH MOT TOJBKO IIO0 HaJOpPBaH-
HOMY yXy CYAWTH, fa ¥ TO JIUCY BUHMJI. A C yXOM
¥ BIPSAMBb HEJAJHO: JIOCKYT BCé Oojraercd, fACHO,
uro He mpupacTér. ToMy 9TO [0 TOTO OIIOCTBLIEJNO,
TaK HAJ0eJ0 JIOBUTH JIOCKYT 3y0aMu, 4TO OH IIPH-
HAJICA KAK-TO TepeThcsi 0 Gepésy fa M OTOPBAJ €ero
Hanpoyb. KpoBu mouTu u He OBLIO.

* k%

YymecHoe JIETO BBIAAJIOCH B TOT Tog. A TyT
emé Takaa pagocts: Tom goma. ITama m mama He
MeHbllle gerTeil pazasl 6bpLru. Jla ¥ Koro He mopazayer
Takas Jgpysxbal

Tom He pasaydasucs c¢ Ilepom wm JIusoit, HE-
Kro ObI He CKasaj, 4TO OH OBLI JWKMM 3BepeM,
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KPOBOXKAAHBIM OXOTHHKOM. Tak GhICTPO 3a6BLIOCH
BCE, UTO OH yiKe He B3AparmBaj BO CHe, CIOKOHHO
¥ MHUDHO CIIaJl Ha CBOEH OBUMHE.

CHoBa, Kak OBIBAJIO, MOI OH IOJOJTY CHJETb,
nabmrogaa urpy Ilepa m JIusbpl, Korga AeTH 3aHU-
MaJKCh CBOMMM KOpoBamMu u3 mumek. Y cHoBa
BeuyepoM IIéJI B KODOBHUK U TepIEIHBO KIal
y ABepu, MOKa He BHIHJET MaMa C IOJHBIMH IIO-
moiHuKamMu. VI OeKUT clIefoM 3a Heil IO TPOIKe,
MAyKaeT — IapHOT0 MOJOYKa €My He TepIUTCH OT-
BelaTh. .

Ilep unér ma peibanky — u Tom 3a HuUM, OyATO
néc. Jla oH Takoi GOJIBIIOH BBIPOC, YTO M BIPAMB
JIErKO 3a co0aKy HPUHATH. A Ilama OJHaKABI CKa-
3aJ1: MOJI, TOTOB Ha KOPOBY OHTBhCsI 00 3aKjam — BO
Bceil cTpaHe He HAWAEUIb BTOPOrO TAKOTO Oora-
THIps!

Ilep ¢ kamMHA HA KaMeHb Iphiraer, 1 ToMm oT Hero
He orcraér — mpeiryH He xyxe Ilepa. BosBparace
Ha Geper, Ilep yroumjan gpyra HoiMaHHOH pbIOOH,
¥ KOT HaeJaJcd O OTBaja.

He 3a6eu1 Tom u crapyio urpy — Jjo6un GeraTsh
3a OyMasKHBIM KOMKOM Ha BepéBouke. CraxkHér
C OBUMHBI HA IOJI (Za)ce NOCKU THYJIHUCH!) U HY Kpy-
9KUTHCH, JIOBUTH!

w kK

Jlero K KOHILy IIOJOLIJIO. YMOJK B Jecy ITHYM
TOMOH, HA MBIIHBIX IIANKaX 0epé3 TOYHO JKENI-
Thle IUIeIIM HIOABHINCH. Peka yike He Tak Gacucro

92



ryneia, rojioc IMOMKI)Ke CTas, roiayboe He6o OGyaTo
BblIBes0. TEMHBIMKU BedepaMH HaJ JecOM CJIOBHO
TSOKENBIA B3JJ0X IPOHOCHJICA — 9TO JIETO B3JbIXAJIO,
4ysijio, 9YTO CKOPO oceHb ero onoJeer. Cepbim Oure-
CKOM OTJIMBAJU OTBECHBbIe CKajbl. I MOX Ha KaMHe
Kasajcsi OCOOEHHO 3eJE6HBIM — Tak ILIaMd BAPYT
JINXOPAZOYHO BCIBIXHET B IOCJIEIHUIH pas, IIpexze
YyeM KOCTPY COBCEM IIOTACHYTb.

Hactynun ceHTsSOpS.

B oceHHUil [eHb C IIYMHBIM BETPOM IIO-HaJ Jy-
raMy OTel] CKasaj, YTO IIopa B IyTh COOMpaThCA.
BoabHO TEWIBIA BeTep, TEIUIBIM U IOPHIBUCTHIH, HE
K 1o0py aro, a K HeHacTeio. V macTbuie KoHYHU-
JIOCh, KOPOBBI BCE HODOBAT B JieC YHTH, TpubbI ucC-
KaTh, Ha JIyI'y He yJepoKUIIb.

W npusssace MaMa I'OTOBUTH K IIeDEBO3y BHUS3,
B JIOJIMHY, MAacJO, FOJOBKH ChIpa U WHbIe IPHUIIACHI.

93



Hacrano yrtpo, Korma BcEé ObLIO COOpAaHO, MOXKHO
Tporathesi B myTh. OpHO 3abormio Bcex: kKak Tom
cebs moBener?..

— Temepp riusagure, Kaxk Obl ero He CIOYTHYTb, —
ckasaja oren. — YTo6bl OH y HAC OIATH He ocTasucs!
IIpuroroBuM SIIMK U 3aMaHUM €ro Tyja.

Ilama B3siJI MUY, MOJOTOK M IIOIIEJ] MAaCTEPHUThb.
Bcekope OH BepHyJICS M IIOCTABWJI Ha IIOJ yiKe TO-
TOBBIN ANUK:

— Takoi coupgér!

Tom nexxan Ha CBOell OBUMHE M BHHMATEJIbHO
CcMOTpeJ.

ITana marays ObLI0 K HEMY, HO TyT BMeHIajach
Mama.

— Hy-ka, Jyume s 9TUM 3ailMych, — CKasaja
OHA, IJIOTHO 3aTBOPUB JABepu. — KTo ero mepsbIit
Ha PYKU B3AI?

Ilep u JIusa oT BOoJHEHUSA OOAIUCH CIOBO MOJIBUTH.

Bor mama nogxoxzur ¥ Tomy, maér — mpurosa-
puBaer:

— Hy, Tom, moumuiu, AOMO# mopa exarb!

JIacKOBO-JIAaCKOBO I'OBODHT.

«Msy», — orBerus1 Tom u BCTaj, U COMHY AYTroi
BBITHYJI OT YAOBOJBCTBHsA. Mama CIOKOWHO B3sJa
ero Ha pyKH, IOCafuJa B ALIUK.

Cuzpur, MypJbIKaeT, HNOIVIAAbIBasg Ha Heé.

— VYpa! — sakpuyanu Ilep u Jlusa.

Tenepp YK HUKAKOTO COMHEHHS, YTO yAACTCHA
nosearu ero no poma! Ho mama Ha BCAKHE ciy-
yail moKpemndye o0BA3aJ SIIUK BEPEBKOM — Majo
JIML 4TO...
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Bor u KOHeln pacckasy INpo KOTa, KOTOPOTO
gpaau Tom. Ilo camoii crapoctu xui ou ¢ Ilepom
u JIusoil, mamoit M MaMmoil, KU1 B Apyxk6Ge u co-
TJIaCHH.
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